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SENIORS PREPARE FOR FINALS, GRADUATION

BY CECE JOHNSON 
ATLANTA -For sen-
iors who are interested 
in exempting a final 
exam, there are four 
qualifications that have 
been shared with your 
teacher. 

To learn if you meet 
the requirements to 
exempt a final exam, 

Bachalaurette ........................................................ 5/15 
DATE: Sunday 5/15 
PLACE: Mt. Zion Baptist Church @ 4:00pm - 6:00pm 
DETAILS: Students report at 3:00pm; Ladies must wear black 

dresses with black shoes; Gentlemen must wear black slacks, white 

shirts, black ties, and black shoes. No jeans or athletic shoes.

Senior Class Breakfast ....................................... 5/16 
DATE: Monday 5/16 
PLACE: Cafeteria @ 9:00am - 11:30am

Senior Yearbook Signing Party .................... 5/16 
DATE: Monday 5/16 

PLACE: Auditorium @ 10:00am - 12:00pm

Senior Class Picnic .............................................. 5/18 
DATE: Wednesday 5/18 

PLACE: Practice Field @11:00am - 3:30pm

Westlake High School Graduation............ 5/20 
DATE: Friday 5/20  
PLACE: Georgia Dome @ 7:00pm

GRADUATION EVENTS

FINAL EXAM SCHEDULE PUBLISHED, EXEMPTIONS EXPLAINED  

please read through 
these four qualifications.

1. An appropriate and 
comprehensive evalu-
ation activity should be 
given at the conclusion 
of every course. Teach-
ers are to submit a copy 
to the department chair 
no later than Friday, 
May 13.  

2. Final exams may 
be exempted by seniors 
only during the second 
semester. In order to ex-
empt a final, the follow-
ing criteria must be met: 

• Teacher must agree 
to the student exempting 
the final; exemptions are 
at the teacher’s discre-
tion

• The student must 
have a grade of 90 or 
higher (A) in the course

• The student must 
have no more than 5 
unexcused tardies to the 
class

• The student must 
have no more than 3 
absences, excused or un-
excused, in the class for 

the semester. (Field trips 
or school functions are 
not considered absences, 
but ISS and OSS are 
included) 

3. Students who are 
exempt from a final 
must not be wandering 
in the halls during the 
final exams. Students 
must report to their reg-

ularly scheduled class-
room during the final 
exam exempted or check 
out properly through the 
attendance office. 

4. Student will 
receive an “EX” in the 
gradebook for the final 
exam if exempt. W



COLLEGE RECRUITING SEMINAR WILL HELP ATHLETES
BY ROBERT WILSON
ATLANTA - In an effort 
to educate our parents 
and athletes about ath-
letic scholarships and 
the college recruiting 
process, I have con-
tracted Dynamite Sports 
to conduct an hour long 

seminar entitled “Guid-
ing the College-Bound 
Athlete.” 

I am asking for your 
help in making sure that 
all of our prospective 
college-bound athletes 
and their parents attend 
this informative and 

entertaining event. 
And although it is 

NOT mandatory I would 
like every athlete that 
is considering playing 
college sports to attend 
along with their parents.  
I am also encouraging 
middle school families 

SCHOOL NEWS

REMINDER: MORNING TARDIES REMINDER: STUDENT LUNCHES
BY MS. BATES
ATLANTA -When 
enjoying lunch, please 
be reminded about the 
following guidelines.

First, students are 
not permitted to leave 
campus during lunch. As 
tempting as it might be 
for students with vehi-
cles to drive to get food 
of their choice, it is NOT 
permitted due to safety 
concerns.

Second, parents may 
drop off money if needed 
to purchase a school 
lunch, however, no food 
should be brought to stu-
dents during lunch. We 
simply do not have the 
resources in our front 
office to facilitate that 
process.

Third, students are 
permitted to bring in 
lunch from home, but 
please keep in mind that 

there will be no access to 
microwaves to warm up 
the food. 

Unfortunately, the 
county has explained 
that we cannot purchase 
microwaves due to con-
cerns about food safety, 
food sanitation, and 
student safety.

With these three de-
tails in mind, we hope all 
enjoy their lunch period 

experience! W 
 

BY MS. BATES
ATLANTA -It is critical 
that our students arrive 
to school on time each 
day to ensure a produc-
tive day of education. 

The first bell rings at 
8:20am, and our high-
est rate of tardies occurs 
during this morning 
time. We are seeing an 
increase this semester 
specifically with carpool 
riders who are late.  

As we prepare for 

EOC and Advanced 
Placement (AP) exams, it 
is critical for students to 
arrive to school on time. 

The 1st 15 minutes 
of each class begins 
with test preparation, 
and because we have 30 
instructional days for 
these exams (consider-
ing our A/B schedule), 
it is vital that students 
are not late. If a student 
is just 5 minutes late 
for these 30 days that e-

mails to 150 minutes of 
lost instructional time. 

We are here to 
ensure that every child 
reaches their full poten-
tial, but can only do that 
when they are present.  

Students that ride 
the school bus even if its 
late will not be marked 
tardy, so please encour-
age your child to ride the 
bus. The following are 
the consequences for be-
ing tardy to school:

Please be advised that 

juniors and seniors desiring 

to participate in prom and 

other activities will have 

additional behavioral and 

attendance expectations in 

order to participate. These 

expectations will be clearly 

communicated to students 

and parents 

Also, please be advised, 

that student drivers may 

lose their on campus driving 

privileges if they are found 

in violation of our tardy 

policy. W

WESTLAKE PRIDE YEARBOOK ARRIVES, GAINS PUBLICATION

BY MIA WOODS
ATLANTA -Get ready to 
relive your best memo-
ries from the school year 
in our yearbook, Fifty 
Shades of Blue.

No matter whether 
you were a club member, 
musician, singer, artist, 
athlete, or photogenic 

student captured in a 
candid, there should be 
something for you.

Special thanks for the 
beautiful cover art fea-
tured above by Westlake 
alum and new teacher, 
Mr. Kendrick Lewis.  

Also, The Pride was 
even  featured in Inspire 

magazine, a national 
magazine for yearbook 
advisors. They published 
my article, and our stu-
dents made the cover.  

The Pride will release 
Fifty Shades of Blue on 
Monday, May 16th after 
the senior breakfast. W

to attend, so please pass 
this along to as middle 
school parents that has 
an athlete with dreams 
of playing sports in col-
lege.  

This seminar will 
help you become more 
knowledgeable and 

realistic about athletic 
scholarships and the 
recruiting process.

Examples questions 
of subject matter that 
will be covered include, 
“How do I get noticed? 
How do I get recruited? 
How can I get scholar-

ship offers? Where do I 
start?” Also, attendees 
will receive a FREE SAT/
ACT Prep DVD valued 
at $250! (Please limit 1 
per family). The event 
will be Tuesday, May 10, 
2016 at 7:30pm in the 
cafeteria. W
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ART NEWS

TEACHER HAS WORLDWIDE EXHIBITIONS; LOCAL PASSIONS

BY STAFF
ATLANTA -It has been 
a busy year for Kevin 
Cole, an art educator 
who somehow manages 
to teach all day and still 
have the energy to re-
main active in Atlanta’s 
thriving arts scene.

Already this year, Mr. 
Cole has been featured 
in far-flung exhibitions 
regionally, nationally, 
and internationally in 
Charlotte, North Caro-
lina, Oakland, California, 
and Istanbul, Turkey.

Locally, Mr. Cole has 
had pieces displayed at 
the High Museum of Art, 
and he has been working 
on a big commission for 
the new International 
Wing at Hartsfield-Jack-
son Airport.

This is nothing new 
for Mr. Cole, who has 
been featured in over 
450 exhibitions, 30 
public art projects, and 
1800 collections, but the 
commission for Harts-
field-Jackson Airport 
represents a special 
opportunity to further 
connect his work to the 
heartbeat of Atlanta.

Mr Cole has al-
ready left his imprint 
on Atlanta’s landscape, 
creating murals and in-
stallations for libraries, 
universities, city halls, 
convention centers, and 
charities including My 
Sister’s House and The 
United Way.  

In fact, Mr. Cole has 
been a go-to artist for At-
lanta when major events 
rolled into town. ESPN 
Zone commissioned a 
mural in 2000 to cel-
ebrate Atlanta’s hosting 
of Superbowl XXXIV, and 
Coca-Cola commissioned 
a 15 story mural on 
the side of a building to 
commemorate the 1996 

Olympics.
Hartsfield-Jackson 

including his work so 
prominently seems like 
an extension of his pre-
vious community work, 
and it will be a great fit 
for both artist and city. 

Outside of Atlanta, 
Mr. Cole’s work can be 
found at the Smithsoni-
an Museum in Washing-
ton D.C., Clinton Presi-
dential Library in Little 
Rock, Arkansas, Ogden 
Museum of Southern Art 
in New Orleans, Louisi-
ana, Yale University Art 
Gallery in New Haven, 
Connecticut, and U.S. 
Embassy in Barbados.

Nationally known 
companies such as 
Coca-Cola, UPS, Bank 
of America, The College 
Board, Bell Laboratories, 
and IBM also display Mr. 
Cole’s work.   

“He could be doing 
anything he wants to be 
doing, but the fact is that 
he’s teaching at West-
lake. I’m privileged to be 
a student of Kevin Cole,” 
said Brandon McCloud.

Brandon, who will be 
graduating this year, has 
been inspired to pursue 
a life of art because of 
Mr. Cole.

“Mr. Cole shares. It’s 
funny, because he brags 
a little bit, but he does 
it to motivate us. Every 
week, he’ll say, ‘Guess 
what. I have another 
commission coming.’”

For Brandon, hearing 
about Mr. Cole’s work 
outside of school is what 
motivates him and lets 
him know he too can live 
a life of artist creation if 
he approaches it with a 
similar work ethic.

“Mr. Cole says, if this 
is what you like to do, 
then there is no starving 
artist. A starving artist is 

a lazy artist. If you keep 
on pushing and keep on 
creating, then some-
thing has to come up, 
especially if your work is 
relevant to what is hap-
pening in the world.”

Mr. Cole has built his 
career around speak-
ing truth, encouraging 
young people to know 
their rights, and teaching 
about important artistic 
movments like AfriCo-
bra and the Black Arts 
Movement.

Notable series by 
Mr. Cole have included 
“New Nooses,” which use 
ties twisted like nooses 
to depict new ways that 
young black men are 
constricted and lynched 
in the modern world. 

Mr. Cole’s website 
hosts a powerful video 
where he discusses the 
root of the tie as a sym-
bol in his work. 

As a young man, Mr. 
Cole had decided that he 
did not want to register 
to vote, which disturbed 
his grandfather.

His grandfather took 
him to a forest and asked 
him to visit a particular 
tree, which Mr. Cole re-
calls projected a sinister 
feeling that shook him.

His grandfather 
explained that only a 
generation before young 
black men on their way 
to vote had been lynched 
from that very tree, hung 
by their neckties. 

Since that moment, 
Mr. Cole has dedicated 
himself to using ties as 
complex images that 
project different mean-
ings based on their 
context in the art and to 
urging students to never 
lose sight of the impor-
tance of the vote.

Mr. Cole has also 
made it an artistic mis-

sion to address how little 
his youngest students 
know about the impor-
tant roles black women 
have played in history, a 
fact that surprised him.

In response, Mr. Cole 
created a particularly 
moving series called 
“For the Sistas Who 
Carried the Burden of 
Other Sistas,” which uses 
the shape and texture 
of scarves to explore 
feminine strength and 
challenges young view-
ers to bridge the appall-
ing knowledge gap that 
exists in the American 
history curriculum.

Brandon, for one, has 
noticed the passion that 
Mr. Cole brings to the 
causes most important 
to today’s youth. 

“Last year, Mr. Cole 
did a piece on Trayvon 
Martin and Eric Garner 
for the “I Can’t Breath” 
movement. He actually 
cares about social jus-
tice,” observed Brandon, 
who has himself begun 
to make art for move-
ments that fight for 
social justice.

“There are plenty 
of people who want to 
buy meaningful art like 
that, but more impor-
tantly, there are plenty of 
people whose souls are 
strengthened by art like 
that.” 

Being able to com-
municate through art 
rather than the spoken 
word is a theme that Mr. 
Cole explores often in his 
art as well as his inspi-
rational speaking, so it is 
fitting that Brandon has 
found his political voice 
through art.

Mr. Cole began his 
art career at 11 years 
old, when winning an 
award made him realize 
that art could fulfil him 

the way that sports had 
throughout his youth.

Since then, Mr. Cole 
has been pursuing the 
arts, even obtaining 
the terminal degree for 
visual arts, a Masters in 
Fine Arts (MFA), which 
is the equivalent of a 
PhD in the arts world.

This MFA qualified 
him to teach at Georgia 
State University, where 
he was an adjunct pro-
fessor for thirteen years.

Mr. Cole began his 
high school teaching ca-
reer at Tri-Cities, where 
he was chairperson of 
Fulton County’s Visual 
and Performing Arts 
Magnet Program. When 
Mr. Cole came to West-
lake, he reinvigorated 
the arts program and 
has been an institution 
for thirteen years. 

His students all know 
that they are getting a 
tough teacher in Mr. Cole 
who cares enough to 
demand the best.  

“His class is differ-
ent than a regular class,” 
explained Brandon. 

“You don’t usually 
expect to get criticism, 
but with Mr. Cole, you’re 
gonna have to be pre-
pared to take criticism. 
But it’s good criticism.”

This constructive 
criticism is often the 
difference maker for a 
young artist.

“In the 9th grade, 
I was a decent artist, 
but he saw that I had 
talent and potential, so 
he pushed me. He was 
tough, but fair. There is 
a huge difference in my 
art across four years. He 
helped me become the 
artist I am today.“ 

Inside the classroom, 
Mr. Cole’s style is quite 
idiosyncratic as well.

“Mr. Cole is very mo-

bile and busy. He doesn’t 
hover over your shoul-
der. He walks around, 
and if he finds some-
thing that is out of place, 
he will tell you, ‘Oh you 
need to make that bigger 
or porportionalize that.’ 
Then, he will gather all 
the students together 
and show them a certain 
technique he has for us, 
whether it is shading or 
sketching. He will make 
it clear what you have 
to do. You just have to 
be patient with Mr. Cole, 
and he’ll be patient with 
you.”

Mr. Cole’s kinetic style 
has earned him nearly 
50 teaching awards, 
including the Georgia 
Secondary Art Eductor of 
the Year in 2003 and the 
Southeastern Region Art 
Educator of the Year in 
2004 from the National 
Arts Educator Associa-
tion (NAEA).

If you would like to 
see some of Mr. Cole’s art 
series, they can be found 
in the color catalogue 
Kevin Cole Straight from 
the Soul, an artifact 
from a 2012 exhibition 
that gathered several 
prominent art figures to 
celebrate his work. For 
those interested, Kevin 
Cole Straight from the 
Soul can be ordered on 
Amazon.com.

Also, Mr. Cole will 
lend his words to a panel 
discussion called “Artists 
Who Collect,” where he 
will discuss how he per-
sonally balances crea-
tion and collection. The 
discussion, hosted by 
Clark Atlanta University 
Art Galleries, will feature 
Larry Walker and Fred-
die Styles alongside Mr. 
Cole on Sunday May 
15th from 3pm - 5pm at 
Trevor Arnett Hall. W
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SCHOOL NEWS

COMMENDABLE STUDENTS ENLIST, SERVE THEIR COUNTRY

BY STAFF
ATLANTA -We all know 
that our outstanding 
JROTC program produc-
es topnotch citizens who 
dedicate themselves to 
our school campus.

What you may not 

know is that these pa-
triotic young men and 
women are taking the 
next step of service and 
dedicating themselves 
formerly to our nation.

The students above 
have all enlisted in dif-

ferent branches of the 
armed forces, and we 
could not be more proud 
to celebrate them as they 
selflessly devote them-
selves to a meaningful, 
finacially stable, and 
challenging career.

While they may still 
be students until the end 
of the year, they have all 
taken a step into adult-
hood by taking on so 
much responsbility and 
have our full respect. 
Congratualtions! W  

Lauryn Hall 
(U.S. Army)

Jonisha Kent 
(U.S. Army)

Zachary Simmons 
(U.S. Air Force)

Melik Randolph 
(U.S. Marine Corps)

Nadia Mitchell 
(U.S. Air Force)

Naomi Gordon 
(Army Reserves)

Omari Hoard 
(Army National Guard)

Porsha Jones 
(Army National Guard)

Damonte White 
(Army National Guard)

Kimani Alexander 
(Army National Guard)

Destinee Marbley 
(Army National Guard)

Janecia Aderhold 
(Army National Guard)

MEDIA CENTER GETS MODERN MAKEOVER 
WITH SLEEK, TECH SAVVY NEW SPACES

BY TAMARA FORREST
ATLANTA -The Media 
Center is going through 
exciting renovations for 
the upcoming school 
year that will make a big 
impact on our students 
and their success.

We are transition-
ing to a 21st Century 
Learning Commons that 
will allow us to continue 
preparing our students 
to be academically com-
petitive globally. 

As our society is 
becoming more digital, 
our students will have 
the opportunity to view 
instruction on a monitor 
from someone in anoth-
er country, collaborate 
together, and experience 
digital teaching. 

By providing means 
to learn in various set-
tings and use various 
devices, we will better 
prepare our students to 

be college and career 
ready and succeed in the 
technology based world.

The Group Study 
rooms will allow teach-
ers to be with their class 
in a room with white-
boards and a mounted 
monitor for instruction 
and possibly even a 
Skype conversation with 
others around the world.  

A Project Room will 
afford those classes that 
require student created 
art projects a space for 
making their projects, 
including 3D models 
or even a space for a 
guess speaker to hold a 
seminar.  

The flexible furniture 
and comfortable seating 
will afford easier transi-
tions to accommodate 
large or small groups 
and classes. 

There will be several 
areas for students to 

just sit alone quietly and 
read in their own space.   

We will house at least 
8,000 tangible books 
with increased access to 
electronic books through 
Mackinvia.

As of March 4, 2016, 
our total collection of 
books nonfiction, fiction, 
and eBooks total 14,770. 

Last year, according 
to a recent circulation 
report, it indicated that 
from August 2014 to 
May 2015 a total of 2,952 
books circulated with 
fiction books being the 
most checked out 1,177 
and eBook checkouts 
were at 65.   

Our current Media 
Center circulation sta-
tistics indicate that from 
August 2015 to March 
2016 a total of 1,220 
books have circulated 
with fiction book check-
out being 676 and eBook 

checkout 24.  
This further supports 

that fiction books are 
most often checked out 
by students and teachers 
versus nonfiction.

eBook checkout 
is still a hard sell for 
students and teachers 
as most prefer to actu-
ally touch the pages of 
a book, but as we help 
make eBook more acces-
sible, we will see these 
numbers increase. 

Decreasing our in 
house book collection 
does not in any way 
diminish my expectation 
for student achievement. 

I anticipate our 
Learning Commons to 
be very busy in the years 
to come. Now, the Media 
Center will be more ac-
commodating to include 
not only our students 
and staff, but our com-
munity as well. W

BY ALEXANDRA BATES
ATLANTA -Fulton’s Spe-
cial Purpose Local Op-
tion Sales Tax (SPLOST) 
has accomplished much 
during the past five 
years. 

Following are a few 
highlights of projects 
completed since 2012: 

* 5 new or replace-
ment schools opened

* 4 middle school 
addititoriums were 
completed

* 33 playgrounds 
were constructed

* 23 gyms were 
replaced at elementary 
schools

* New security cam-
eras were installed in all 
district buses

* Visitor access con-
trol was installed in all 
schools

* More than 20,000 
computers were re-
freshed or deployed to 
schools and employees

To learn more about 
completed projects and 
proposed new projects, 
please visit www.full-
tonschools.org/SPLOST 
or contact SPLOSTInfo@
fultonschools.org. 

Investing in Fulton’s 
future: one penny at a 
time! Go Lions! W

SPLOST UPDATE 
FROM FULTON 

COUNTY SCHOOLS

Maria Lucas 
(Army National Guard)

If you know a stu-
denet who has joined 
one of t he branches 
of the Armed Services, 
please let us know so we 
can feature them in the 
newsletter! Our list is 
always growing as brave 
young people dedicate 
themselves to the future 
that lies ahead. Thank 
you all for pledging your 
service to our country! 
We are proud and cel-
ebrate you!

4 Monday 
May 9, 2016



SPORTS NEWS

SWIMMER NAMED MOST POSITIVE IN SOUTH ATLANTA

BY STAFF
ATLANTA - Westlake 
swimmer Zachary Sim-
mons was recognized 
as the most positive 
boys swimmer in South 
Atlanta at a moving 
awards ceremony that 
celebrated upstanding 
character as well as ath-
letic achievements.

“The ceremony was a 
very organized and en-
thusiastic environment. 
The set up was nice, and 
I enjoyed the people I 
was around. They were 
very positive people,” 
said Zachary.

The Positive High 
School Athlete Awards, 
which was held at New 
Hope Baptist Church, 
was arranged by Posi-
tive Athlete Georgia, an 
organization co-founded 
by football legend Hines 
Ward, fan favorite at  the 
University of Georgia 
and the Pittsburgh Steel-
ers.

Positive Athlete 
Georgia has pledged 
to reward high school 
athletes across the state 
for positive attitudes, 
high-character lives, and 
service to their com-
munity, and according to 
Zachary, they succeeded.

“The night had a 
private Hollywood party 
feel, especially with the 
lighting. The spotlights 
let me know that this 
would be quality.”

The ceremony began 
with a motivational 
speech from Al Mead, 
a Paralympian in track 
and field who lost his 
leg at the age of nine in 
a football accident and 
since has worn a pros-
thetic leg.

Mead, who set sev-
eral world records in his 
career, competed at the 
1988 and 1992 Paralym-
pics, where he won gold, 
and represented his 
home town of Atlanta in 
1996, when he carried 
both the Olympic and 

Paralympic torches.
Mead’s amazing story 

of triumph, success, and 
the power of positivity 
set the tone for the even-
ing, which was arranged 
by Director of Parntner-
ships and Programming 
Ryan Pederson and 
moderated by his father, 
President/CEO Scott 
Pederson.

“Mr. Pederson was a 
funny guy and very en-
thusiastic,” commented 
Zachary. 

“He had obviously 
studied our bios and had 
prepared great questions 
that were relevant to our 
lives. He turned our ex-
periences into a conver-
sation that the audience 
could enjoy,” 

When students were 
called up to the stage, 
their pictures came up 
on a big screen, and 
their biographies were 
read by Chris Mooney-
ham, the voice of 680 the 
Zone’s  NFL Sunday cov-
erage and Friday Night 
Football.

“I remember noth-
ing from being on stage,” 
admitted Zachary. 

“I was that nervous. 
I remember the picture 
and receiving the award, 

but that’s it. I remember 
that we talked about 
JROTC and being a posi-
tive mentor, but it was 
an out-of-body experi-
ence.”

The audience, how-
ever, certainly could not 
tell Zachary was nerv-
ous. He commanded 
the stage and spoke 
with poise about his 
transformation from a 
shy student who ab-
horred public speaking 
to his role of Command 
Sergeant Major, which 
requires Zachary to 
mentor young students 
and call out commands.

Zachary also shared 
with the audience that 
he had enlisted with the 
U.S. Air Force, which 
summoned a loud round 
of applause from all who 
were there.  

“It took me a while to 
understand why people 
show so much gratitude 
when someone enlists. 
Then I realized that we 
are volunteering. We 
have chosen it.”

It is this mature 
outlook and genuine 
humility that helps make 
Zachary such a positive 
athlete and future posi-
tive service member for 

our country, 
Each student had 

uniquely impressive ac-
complishments, includ-
ing leadership positions 
in clubs and activities, 
top ten academic rank-
ings in their classes, 
roles as founders of 
charities and small busi-
nesses, and dedication to 
community service.

“It felt like an honor 
roll ceremony. From 
what I heard, everyone 
deserved that award,” 
summarized Zachary. 

However, some 
stories lingered with the 
audience as particularly 
unique and empowering.

 For example, Jahi 
DeLoatch, a wrestler 
from Woodland High 
School, decided to give 
up his streak of never 
being pinned when he 
was scheduled to wrestle 
a special needs athlete. 
Instead of thinking 
about his numbers, Jahi 
DeLoach let his oppo-
nent pin him, giving the 
other student a lifetime 
memory.

Valerie Stover, a cross 
country runner from 
Griffin Christian, was 
born with cerebral palsy, 
a neurological disorder 

that prevents her brain 
from communicating 
effectively with her 
muscles. Despite this ob-
stacle, she is stalwartly 
currently training for 
her first marathon.

Kylie Kersh, a goal-
keeper for her soccer 
team at Heritage High 
School, plans to become 
a brain surgeon to help 
combat neuroblastoma, 
a cancer that she battled 
throughout her child-
hood. The Children’s 
Healthcare of Atlanta 
surprised Kylie with a 
$500 scholarship, which 
was delivered by Com-
munity Outreach Liaison 
Laura Turner.

Conner Domaleski, 
a soccer player from 
Heritage High School, 
also received a $500 
scholarship, which was 
proudly presented by 
Dean C. Collins, Presi-
dent of Point University, 
a local Christian liberal 
arts college.

In addition to these 
surprises, Delta finan-
cially supported the 
evening and the Atlanta 
Braves graciously gave 
each athlete two free 
tickets to an upcoming 
baseball game.

Positive Athlete 
Georgia serves the entire 
state, so the South At-
lanta ceremony was one 
of the  seven different 
awards ceremonies that 
they have hosted. From 
the different ceremonies, 
they will then select the 
28 most positive high 
school athletes from all 
these regions for an ad-
ditional state honor.

These 28 athletes will 
be invited to another 
ceremony at the College 
Football Hall of Fame 
that, according to their 
website, will be “at-
tended by high-profile 
professional athletes 
representing the Braves, 
Falcons, Hawks, Dream, 
UGA, and Georgia Tech.”

Thank you to Positive 
Athlete Georgia for host-
ing a night of filled with 
impressive young ath-
letes with unforgettable 
stories. To watch Zach-
ary accept his award, 
please check out the QR 
Code below. W

5 Monday 
May 9, 2016



COMMUNITY SERVICE

SKILLSUSA WALKS AWAY DIABETES WITH CHARITY 5K

BY JENNIFER NNADOZIE

ATLANTA - Westlake High 
School’s SkillsUSA part-
nered with the American 
Diabetes Association to 
raise money through a 
5K Community Walk.

Roughly a hundred 
people came out on Sat-
urday, April 16th to be a 
part of the Stop Diabetes 
movement. 

Participants included 
members of SkillsUSA, 
students, teachers, vol-
unteers, families, and 
many members of our 
magnificent community.

Representatives from 
the Atlanta Dream and 
Fulton County Fire De-
partment (Engine 13C) 
also came in full force to 
fight diabetes with us.

The walk was free for 
all; however, everyone 
was encouraged to do-
nate anything they could.

Those who donated 
$29 — a special number 
that represents the more 
than 29 million people in 
the United States living 

with diabetes — received 
a t-shirt on the day of the 
walk.
    According to the 
International Diabetes 
Federation, diabetes 
now affects 371 million 
people worldwide, and 
187 million of them do 
not even know they have 
the disease. 

The two main types 
of diabetes are Type 
1, which results from 
the pancreas failing to 
produce enough insulin 
and Type 2, which is a 
chronic condition that 
affects the way the body 
processes blood sugar, 
also known as glucose.

Founded in 1940 by 
28 physicians, the Amer-
ican Diabetes Associa-
tion has been working to 
fight the consequences 
of diabetes and to help 
those affected by diabe-
tes. 

Their mission is to 
prevent and cure diabe-
tes by funding research, 
publishing scientific 

findings, providing in-
formation and other 
services to people with 
diabetes, their families, 
health professionals, and 
the public. 
    Through the Com-
munity Walk, we helped 
the American Diabetes 
Association provide 
community-based edu-
cation programs, pro-
tect the rights of people 
with diabetes, and fund 
critical research that will 
hopefully aid scientists 
in discovering a cure.

The walk was so 
much more than an 
event to us. It was our 
opportunity to change 
the future and make a 
positive impact in the 
lives of those who are 
affected by diabetes. 
Also, it was an absolute 
success! 

Ms. Thornton, 
Westlake’s SkillsUSA 
advisor, thanks everyone 
who came to support 
the cause and wants to 
extend a very special 
thanks to John Plunkett 
and Anna Rambo with 
the American Diabetes 
Association; our Bronze 
Sponsors: Atlanta 
Family Foot Care and 
Walgreens - Union City; 
Vendor: Brown’s Custom 
Keepsakes; and Kroger - 
Union City for their kind 
donation. 

And we, her mem-
bers and students, would 
like to thank Ms. Thorn-
ton for working hard to 
organize such an amaz-
ing event. W

MISS THE 5K COMMUNITY WALK?
You can still donate by using the QR code below.
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BULLETIN BOARD

KEEP UP WITH ALL THESE SCHOOL EVENTS

Princess Wynter HollidayPrincess Wynter Holliday
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CALENDAR OF SCHOOL EVENTS

Spring Concert for Band and Chorus ....... 5/10 
DATE: Tuesday 5/10 
PLACE: Auditorium @ 6:00pm - 9:30pm

Student Government Council Meeting ... 5/10 
DATE: Tuesday 5/10 
PLACE: Media Center @ 4:30pm - 5:30pm

NCAA Academic Eligibility and .................... 5/10 
College Recruiting Seminar 
DATE: Tuesday 5/10 
PLACE: Cafeteria @6:00pm - 8:30pm 

SkillsUSA Banquet ............................................... 5/11 
DATE: Wednesday 5/11 
PLACE: Cafeteria @ 7:00pm - 8:30pm

B.E.E.autiful Your School .................................. 5/14 
DATE: Saturday 5/14 
PLACE: Westlake HS @ 9:00am - 1:00pm

Bachalaurette ........................................................ 5/15 
DATE: Sunday 5/15 
PLACE: Mt. Zion Baptist Church @ 4:00pm - 6:00pm 
DETAILS: Students report at 3:00pm; Ladies must wear black 

dresses with black shoes; Gentlemen must wear black slacks, white 

shirts, black ties, and black shoes. No jeans or athletic shoes.

Senior Class Breakfast ....................................... 5/16 
DATE: Monday 5/16 
PLACE: Cafeteria @ 9:00am - 11:30am

Senior Yearbook Signing Party .................... 5/16 
DATE: Monday 5/16 

PLACE: Auditorium @ 10:00am - 12:00pm

Spring Signing Day ............................................ 5/17 
DATE: Tuesday 5/17 
PLACE: Auditorium @ 2:30pm - 3:30pm 

NHS & BETA Club Induction........................... 5/17 
DATE: Tuesday 5/17 

PLACE: Auditorium @ 6:30pm - 8:00pm

Senior Class Picnic .............................................. 5/18 
DATE: Wednesday 5/18 

PLACE: Practice Field @11:00am - 3:30pm

TSA Banquet........................................................... 5/18 
DATE: Wednesday 5/18 

PLACE: Cafeteria @6:00pm - 7:30pm

Randolph Elementary Graduation............. 5/19 
DATE: Thursday 5/19 

PLACE: Auditorium @6:30pm - 8:00pm

Westlake High School Graduation............ 5/20 
DATE: Friday 5/20  
PLACE: Georgia Dome @ 7:00pm

Freda Walker Chorus Celebration .............. 5/21 
DATE: Saturday 5/21 

PLACE: Cafeteria @2:00pm - 9:00pm

SAT Exam (Actual Exam).................................... 6/4 
DATE: Saturday 6/4 
PLACE: Cafeteria @8:30am - 1:30pm

ACT Exam (Actual Exam)................................... 6/11 
DATE: Saturday 6/11 

PLACE: Cafeteria @8:30am - 1:30pm

STUDENTS OF THE DAY

THURSDAY 5/12 MARCUS BRYANT found another student’s pay 

check on the floor.  He picked it up and let me know.  Locating the 

teacher of the student’s class, Marcus turned the pay check in to that 

teacher.  Now that student can go shopping, thanks to Marcus Bryant! 

(Nominated by Ms. Battle) RIAN BURNS and GABBY JONES bring a 

wonderful spirit to the classroom. They seem like reliable friends and 

have warming smiles. They are the definition of intellectual curiosity 

and positivity. (Nominated by Mr. Gossett) 

FRIDAY 5/13 KIERA DAVIS is an awesome PE student. (Nominated 

by Coach Rogers) MALIK ROGERS is an intellectual young man with 

a voracious appetite for reading, excellent wit, and loving heart. Malik 

will be a great ambassador for Westlake after graduation. (Nominated 

by Mr. Gossett) NAEHR WILLIAMS has a kind way of treating people 

and a warm personality that makes other students feel at home. Naehr 

has filmed for Westlake Live and his outside of school group F.E.D.S., 

but he has also dabbled in many clubs and organizations, making them 

stronger for his presence. (Nominated by Mr. Gossett)

Sunday 5/15 

Karmalynn Foster

Sunday 5/14 

Jordan Tate

Sunday 5/15 

Cayla Daniel

Saturday 5/14 

Jaia Isbell

Friday 5/13 

Melik Randolph

SENIOR BIRTHDAYS

Thursday 5/12 

Cody Williams

Thursday 5/12 

Kennedy Nunn

Wednesday 5/11 

Jamal Dunning

Wednesday 5/11 

Cameron Nowlin

TUESDAY 5/10 JOSHUA RICH was walking through the 250 Zone. When he encountered 

an empty chips bag on the floor, he quickly picked it up to put it in the trash. Thank you, 

Joshua, for leading from the front and taking pride in your school! Lion Pride! (Nomi-

nated by Ms. Cook) BRIANNA PURIFOY works extremely hard and always knows what 

she needs to do for success. Brianna is a planner who executes. It is refreshing to see a 

student so on top of her schedule, work, and responsibilities. (Nominated by Mr. Gossett) 

My 5TH PERIOD WORLD HISTORY CLASS deserves to be recognized for their maturity. 

When two students got into an argument, instead of escalating the situation, their class-

mates discouraged them from arguing and tried to calm them both down. I appreciate my 

5th period showing such maturity and helping me maintain a positive learning environ-

ment. (Nominated by Ms. Young)

sure to watch the Summer Olympics and cheer on Dorontay McCoy! (Nominated by Ms. Battle) MAR-KALINE REID, JANAE 

GILLENWATERS, AMANI DABNEY, and AUTUMN CHERRY are always willing to lend help teach and review with the class 

prior to tests. In addition, they always like to help with class productivity and organization. They are always adding to the 

positive nature of the classroom culture. (Nominated by Mr. Nunnally)

MONDAY 5/9 KAMRYN LEWIS found the cutest Michael Kors purse 

in the girls restroom belonging to Alexis Young. She promptly brought 

it to me to return to the student.  Lions Integrity! (Nominated by Ms. 

Cook) CHASE SMITH has turned in a number of cell phones. It always 

makes me proud to see a student do it once, but Chase has made it a 

habit to help other people. (Nominated by Mr. Adams) NYLA PETER-

SON, N’NASERRI CAREW-JOHNSON, and KHALIL LINSEY have gone 

to great lengths to make sure that students are recognized as Students 

Sunday 5/8 

Syndi Athy

Sunday 5/8 

Christopher Nelson

Girls Track State Championship ............... 5/5 - 7 
DATE: Thursday 5/5, Friday 5/6, and Saturday 5/7 
PLACE: Albany, GA @ 7:00am - 5:00pm

Volleyball Spring Conditioning  ............ 5/9 - 12 
DATE: Tuesday 5/9 - Thursday 5/12 
PLACE: Gymnasium @ 3:30pm - 5:30pm

CALENDAR OF SPORTS EVENTS

Volleyball Tryouts  ............................................... 5/13 
DATE: Friday 5/13 
PLACE: Gymnasium @ 4:00pm - 6:30pm

Boys Track State Championship .......... 5/12 - 14 
DATE: Thursday 5/12, Friday 5/13, Saturday 5/14 
PLACE: Jefferson, GA @ 7:00am - 5:00pm

Girl Golf State Tournament ............................ 5/16 
DATE: Monday 5/16 
PLACE: Sunset Country Club in Moultrie, GA

of the Day. Nyla in particular has made it her mission, whether she is signing certificates, 

delivering certificates, or taking pictures. Thank you guys for making Student of the Day 

happen. (Nominated by Mr. Gossett) 

WEDNESDAY 5/11 Dorontay Mc-

Coy, one of Westlake High School’s 

very own seniors, will be partici-

pating in the Summer Olympics!  

Dorontay will be traveling to Rio 

Dejaneiro, South America to com-

pete in Martial Arts.  This is a 

wonderful accomplishment!  So be 
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