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MS. BATES WINS 2016 FULTON
COUNTY PRINCIPAL OF THE YEAR
BY STAFF
ATLANTA -When Mr. 
Kenneth Zeff, Fulton 
County’s Interim Super-
intendent, announced 
the county’s 2016 Prin-
cipal of Year, it was in 
Westlake High School’s 
auditorium, and our own 
Alexandra Bates was in 
the spotlight.

Ms. Bates had already 
been named the South 
Learning Community’s 
Principal of the Year 
months earlier, so the 
possibility that she could 
be named Principal of 
the Year for the whole 
county must have been 
in the back of her mind.

However,  Ms. Bates 
was caught completely 
by surprise on Friday, 
when her professional 
assistant, Ms. Ouida 
Burke, requested an 
emergency faculty meet-
ing where Ms. Bates 
would go over gradua-
tion preparations.

Ms. Bates began the 
faculty meeting with a 
few pieces of advice and 
was about to conclude 
when the curtains parted 
to reveal county per-
sonnel, as well as her 
extended family dressed 
to the nines.

Well-wishers award-
ed Ms. Bates a proclama-
tion, banner, and plant, 
and there were speeches 
from several figures in 
local education, includ-
ing Mr. Zeff and Ms. 
Linda Bryant, vice presi-
dent of the School Board 
and representative of 
District 4.

All speakers stressed 
how wonderful it is to 
work with a professional 
like Ms. Bates and em-
phasized the magnitude 
of the award, which was 

given to only one of the 
101 principals in Fulton 
County.

However, no words 
could beat the sight of 
Ms. Bates standing with 
her beaming family. Her 
oldest daughter, Anna, 
stood at her mother’s 
side while she carried 
her youngest daughter 
Riley, who stole the show 
by continually reaching 
for the microphone.

When it was her turn 
to speak, Ms. Bates im-
mediately admitted just 
how surprised she was 
by the event. 

“This is extremely 
shocking. I thought I was 
coming here to answer 
questions about gradu-
ation and last minute 
preparation. Questions 
that only I could answer. 
I was wondering, ‘What 
is going on?’ I am among 
some very competent 
people. Why am I the 
only person who can 
answer them?”

Then, Ms. Bates 
graciously deflected 
the praise and instead 
thanked the school’s 
staff, citing Westlake’s 

rising test scores and 
graduation rates as 
points of pride.

“This is truly a group 
effort. I don’t see this 
new award as an award 
for Alexandra Bates. I 
see it as an award that 
we have won together 
for the countless number 
of hours that you have 
spent on the field coach-
ing kids, in the class-
room, at home, where no 
one else knows you are 
working on perfecting 
that lesson. Each teacher 
doing it each day in the 
classroom. That is how 
the scores are raised”

 “We are not only 
competitive within the 
South and within our 
county, but I believe we 
have the ability to be 
competitive nationally. 
That cannot be happen-
ing without the teachers 
in the classroom, the 
PAs in the front office, 
the counsellors in their 
offices, and of course, 
my wonderful adminis-
trative team. I could not 
do the work I do with-
out a really awesome 
administrative team or 

that woman right there,” 
said Ms. Bates, pointing 
to Ms. Ouida Burke, her 
Professional Assistant.

“I could go on and tell 
of a zillion stories about 
the admin team. They 
are the best admin team 
that I have ever seen.”

Ms. Bates then 
shared a personal story 
that touched the heart of 
all in the room.

“Many of you guys 
know that Riley had a 
couple of surgeries when 
she was first born, and 
you all held it together. 
It was very comforting 
to know that while I was 
being mommy, you were 
carrying on your work 
and not letting the kids 
slack just because the 
leader was not physi-
cally present. I really ap-
preciate you all for that.” 

Ms. Bates concluded 
by introducing her fam-
ily and thanking them 
for helping during the 
frequent evening events 
that a principal must 
attend. Then, Ms. Bates 
complemented all the 
principals districtwide.

“There are a lot of 

wonderful principals in 
this district, and I just 
hope I represent them 
well.”

To celebrate Ms. 
Bates,  Fulton County’s 
website posted a glowing 
message that described 
her inspirational story, 
which is reprinted below.

“Alexandra Bates 
had a humbling start 
in school when she was 
held back a grade in 
elementary school. But 
the feelings of self-doubt 
she felt only made her 
work harder to become 
a stronger student, and 
she uses that experi-
ence today to motivate 
others.”

The message then 
used a quote from Ms. 
Bates to put her uplifting 
tale into the context of 
current student success. 

“Every year as a 
teacher, I began my 
school year by encourag-
ing my students, say-
ing, ‘If I can fail the first 
grade and still make it to 
college and beyond, then 
you can too. Just because 
you failed once doesn’t 
mean you are a failure,’“ 

explained Ms. Bates. 
“Now, as a principal, 

I find myself telling 
this story over and over 
again to students who 
feel they have no hope. 
It is my responsibility to 
ensure that students are 
empowered, equipped 
and encouraged.”

Ms. Bates has made 
a huge impact on staff 
members at Westlake, 
including Chantrise Hol-
liman, administrative 
assistant and profession-
al learning coach, who 
recalled her impressions 
upon meeting her. 

“My first thought 
was that this woman is 
serious about education,” 
explained Ms. Holliman.

“Being a principal is a 
tough job and being the 
principal of Westlake is 
truly a difficult task, but 
one that Ms. Bates has 
tackled in magnificent 
fashion. Her tenacity, 
creativity and humility 
have made her one of 
the most successful and 
impactful principals I’ve 
had in my 11 years at 
Westlake.”

Here at Westlake, 
we are extremely proud 
of Ms. Bates and this 
tremendous recognition 
that gives a title to what 
we already knew---that 
she is the best principal 
in Fulton County. We 
would also like to extend 
our congratulations to 
the winners of Teacher 
of the Year (Meredith 
Tongue, Elkins Pointe 
Middle School),  Pro-
fessional of the Year 
(William Reggie Sloan, 
Heards Ferry Elementa-
ry School), and Support 
Professional of the Year 
(Ed Knox,  South Mainte-
nance Department). W

MS. BATES RECOGNIZED AS SLC PRINCIPAL OF THE YEAR 

BY STAFF
ATLANTA - Ms. Bates 
has been awarded a huge 
honor from Fulton Coun-
ty’s South Learning Com-
munity, who has named 
her Principal of the Year.

There are four high 

schools, five middle 
schools, and eighteen el-
ementary schools in the 
South Learning Commu-
nity, so Ms. Bates was se-
lected from quite a large 
pool of principals. 

Ms. Bates’s dedication 
to academic success, stu-
dent activities, and cam-
pus life set her apart as 
the winning candidate, 
which shows that she is 
an asset not only to West-
lake but Fulton County as 
a whole.

Ms. Bates avoided 
telling the school and 
tried to prevent any cel-
ebration that might come 

with the good news, but 
her secret was spoiled at 
our March faculty meet-
ing, where a board mem-
ber was in attendance to 
announce her award.

Ms. Bates began the 
meeting like any other, 
but the rest of the admin-
istrative staff took her by 
surprise with a perfor-
mance from the Mighty 
Marching Lions drum-
line, and from there, she 
could not stop the atten-
tion she so thoroughly 
deserves.

Ms. Bates received 
praise, a plaque, and 
flowers, but most mean-

ingful of all, she received 
a surprise visit from a 
dozen family members, 
including her husband 
and two young children.

The microphone was 
passed down the line of 
family members, who 
shared stories of young 
Alexandra and attested 
to the many hours and 
much love Ms. Bates has 
invested in the school.

When it came time 
for Ms. Bates to speak, it 
was moving to hear her 
talk off the cuff about her 
love of Westlake and how 
the community inspires 
her. 

She even fought back 
tears as she passionately 
explained that the award 
was truly achieved by the 
teachers and students of 
Westlake. 

No matter how hard 
we tried to give her atten-
tion and praise, Ms. Bates 
continually redirected it 
to those around her.

Always ready to es-
chew the spotlight, Ms. 
Bates even humbly sug-
gested that there be no 
article in the newsletter 
about her award, but we 
all know that her vision 
for the school and tire-
less work is deserving of 

attention, awards, arti-
cles and more.

Ms. Bates, a New York 
native and fifteen year 
veteran in education, 
graduated from prestig-
ious schools such as Bos-
ton College and Colum-
bia University, and has 
overseen an impressive 
increase in test scores at 
Westlake.

These accolades will 
serve her well as Ms. 
Bates is considered for 
Principal of the Year for 
the entire Fulton Coun-
ty. Congratulations Ms. 
Bates on the well de-
served recognition! W
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ART AND CULTURE

GEORGIA STUDENT WINS $10,000 FOR RECITING POETRY

BY STAFF
ATLANTA - Last week, 
senior Marta Palombo 
made $10,000 recit-
ing poetry. That’s right. 
You didn’t misread. She 
pulled ten large for read-
ing poetry. 

How is this possible? 
Well, you can thank the 
national phenomenon 
known as Poetry Out 
Loud (POL), which last 
week awarded a total of 
$50,000 to enthusiastic 
young reciters of poetry.

Marta, a senior at 
Centinnial High School, 
took second place at the 
national competition 
with her recitation of 
“Mingus at the Show-
place” by William Mat-
thews.

The overall winner, 
Ahkei Togun of Tallwood 
High School in Virgina 
Beach, Virgina, won 
$20,000 with his read-
ing of “Bereavement” by 
William Lisle Bowles.

POL has become 
an educational institu-

tion in 11 short years 
by combining access to 
a common pool of 900 
excellent poems and a 
comptetive framework 
that challenges students 
to embibe the poetry and 
learn how to express its 
power to an audience.

Each year, a new 
round of competitors 
select two poems to 
memorize and recite 
them in front of judges, 
who score them on both 
the accuracy of their 
recitation as well as their 
personal vocal interpre-
tations.

The competition has 
been wildly popular, 
and last year, 365,000 
students in 2,300 high 
schools across the na-
tion participated, which 
makes Marta’s success 
all the more stunning.

In fact, in order to 
reach the national com-
petition, Marta had to 
win at several different 
levels of competition.

First, she won her 

school competition. 
Then, she was one of the 
handful of competitors 
who moved from the 
Atlanta regional compe-
tition at the Atlanta His-
tory Center to the state 
competition, where she 
was crowned the state 
champion.

Westlake’s school 
winner, Quion Douze 
saw Marta perform 
at the Atlanta History 
Center and had high 
praises for her.

“Marta had stage 
presence and obviously 
had studied her poems. 
She was impressive and 
one of my favorite read-
ers,” said Quion.

“If it couldn’t have 
been me, I’m glad it was 
her. I watched her last 
year, and she was great. 
This year, she was even 
better. I’m hoping to do 
what she did next year 
and find my way to D.C..”

If Quion can follow 
Marta’s lead and place 
at the top of the national 

competition, then he will 
establish Georgia as a 
big player in POL.

Last year, Paris J. 
Stroud from Paulding 
County High School 
placed second, so Geor-
gia has already had two 
different competitors 
place in the top two in 
back-to-back years.

“To my knowledge, no 
other state has placed in 
the top three in consecu-
tive years with different 
competitors,” explained 
Georgia coordinator 
Emily Reece.

“That’s a big deal, 
and it’s all thanks to the 
students who compete 
and the teachers who 
teach. Our state’s POL 
program is becoming a 
powerhouse because of 
effective teaching,”

The national compe-
tition was held at George 
Washington Univer-
sity in Washington D.C., 
where 53 students par-
ticipated in a three day 
long conference.

To see Marta’s 
$10,000 performance, 
please scan the QR Code 
that overlays her image. 
To see Ahkei’s $20,000 
performance, please 
scan the QR Code that 
overlays his image. 

To become involved 
in POL, please visit the 
website or email Ms. 
Reece at Ereece@atlan-
tahistorycenter.com.

Here are the im-
portant dates for the 
upcoming competitive 
season: 

Timeline for 2016 - 2017 Season
7/29 – Registration Opens on the POL site
12/16 – Registration Closes on the POL site
1/27 – Deadline to hold school competitions
1/28 – Regional Workshop – Location TBD
2/04 - Regional Workshop – Location TBD
2/11 – Regional Competition – Location TBD
2/18 - Regional Competition – Location TBD
2/25 - Regional Competition – Location TBD
3/04 – State Workshop at the Margaret Mitchell House
3/19 – State Finals Competition at the AHC

I was miserable, of course, for I was seventeen, 
and so I swung into action and wrote a poem, 

and it was miserable, for that was how I thought 
poetry worked: you digested experience and shat 

literature. It was 1960 at The Showplace, long since 
defunct, on West 4th St., and I sat at the bar, 

casting beer money from a thin reel of ones, 
the kid in the city, big ears like a puppy. 

And I knew Mingus was a genius. I knew two 
other things, but they were wrong, as it happened. 

So I made him look at the poem. 
“There’s a lot of that going around,” he said, 

and Sweet Baby Jesus he was right. He laughed 
amiably. He didn’t look as if he thought 

bad poems were dangerous, the way some poets do. 
If they were baseball executives they’d plot 

to destroy sandlots everywhere so that the game 
could be saved from children.   Of course later 

that night he fired his pianist in mid-number 
and flurried him from the stand. 

“We’ve suffered a diminuendo in personnel,” 
he explained, and the band played on.

Whose was that gentle voice, that, whispering sweet, 
      Promised methought long days of bliss sincere! 
      Soothing it stole on my deluded ear, 
Most like soft music, that might sometimes cheat 
Thoughts dark and drooping! ’Twas the voice of Hope. 
      Of love and social scenes, it seemed to speak, 
      Of truth, of friendship, of affection meek; 
That, oh! poor friend, might to life’s downward slope 
Lead us in peace, and bless our latest hours. 
      Ah me! the prospect saddened as she sung; 
      Loud on my startled ear the death-bell rung; 
Chill darkness wrapt the pleasurable bowers, 
Whilst Horror, pointing to yon breathless clay, 
“No peace be thine,” exclaimed, “away, away!” 

Mingus at the Showplace  
Written by William Matthews

Recited by Marta Palombo

Bereavement  
Written by William Lisle Bowles

Recited by Ahkei Togun

READ THE TWO 

CHAMPIONSHIP POEMS
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ART AND CULTURE

WESTLAKE CONVERSATIONS AROUND ATLANTA WITH 
VISUAL ARTIST AND POET RALPH “REN” DILLARD

BY DANIELLE 
PATTERSON
ATLANTA - Ralph 
“Ren” Dillard is an 
extremely talented 
Atlanta based artist 
who specializes in 
spoken word poetry 
and visual art.

I, along with my 
colleague and good 
friend Brandon Mc-
Cloud, had the won-
derful opportunity to 
interview Ren for our 
readers.

We asked him 
questions ranging 
from when he began 
drawing to his most 
memorable moments. 

Then, we took a 
short walk around 
the city while we all 
shared a little bit of 
our own poetry. 

We swapped 
sketch books and 
commented on each 
other’s personal artis-
tic skills and aesthet-
ics. 

Ren is truly an in-
teresting and talented 
an.

DANIELLE PATTERSON: 
How would you describe 
your job?

REN: I am a linguistics 
coordinator by day and 
an oil painter by night.

BRANDON MCCLOUD: 
Was it hard choosing to 
be an artist considering 
how it’s a tough field?

REN: Yes, but I don’t con-
sider myself as an artist. 
The art does me when 
the universe speaks 
through me.

BRANDON: What usu-
ally inspires your work?

REN: I’m a surreal-
ist, and right now, hip 
hop and eastern phi-
losophy. For example, 
I recently did a piece 
that combined Jay-Z and 
the Dalai Lama called 
“Dalai Hova.” It’s a bridge 
between the two. I enjoy 
creating things that can 
bring two audiences to-
gether and cause people 
to think.

DANIELLE: What is 
some advice you would 
give to the young artists 
of today?

REN: America is ob-
sessed with this concept 
of gatekeepers, panels, 
and judges. Whatever 
type of artist you are... 
burn the gate down. 
Don’t let others stop you 
from your dream or 
tell you, “You shall not 
pass.” There is also an 
obsession with the past 
and future, but not the 
present. A rich man is 
the one who knows how 
to squeeze everything 
out of now. Be an artist 
NOW.
 
DANIELLE: What do you 
love most about being 
an artist besides the art 
itself?

REN: Meeting new 
people. Breaking the 
barrier between com-
mission work and my 
self-expression. Working 
for self and through self. 
Showing people some-
thing different.

DANIELLE: What was 
your most memorable 
moment in your career?

REN: I had this show in 
Savannah. Most of mine 
had been in Philly, but 
in Savannah, my friends 
and family had been 
able to come see my art. 
It was emotional for me 
actually having them 
there to see my work.

BRANDON: How do you 
work with distractions 
and artist block?

REN: I see those mo-
ments as an acid test for 
real arist or wanna-be. 
There’s nothing I’d rather 
be doing except for my 
art. When I get an idea, I 
write it down as soon as 
possible. So when those 
moments come, I always 
have a book of ideas that 
take me back into that 
moment of inspiration.

DANIELLE: When and 
how did you develop a 
passion for art?

REN: When I was about 
3, there was a notebook 
under the telephone. I 
pulled it out and drew a 
book. I realized I wasn’t 
all that bad. Then as I got 
older, I enjoyed things 
like graphic novels, but I 
dropped visual art for a 
bit and picked it back up 
5 years ago.

DANIELLE: What 
subjects influence your 
poetry?

REN: I write a lot of 
things on black empow-
erment. I started with 
philosophy and com-
municating the flow of 
life, breaking lines, and 
finding harmony.

DANIELLE: I’ve always 
wondered if it’s difficult 
working on murals due 
to how big your canvas 
is.

REN: I’m already 6 feet 
tall, so it isn’t too dif-
ficult. I actually pre-
fer working on bigger 
canvases, but I do like 
to challenge myself and 

paint big scenes on very 
little canvases. Then, I 
switch it up by putting 
things that could be on a 
smaller canvas on a big-
ger one. It’s fun working 
with the focus and the 
contrast in the detail I 
can apply to them. W

If interested, you can 
find Ren and his art on 
instagram, Tumblr, and 
his personal website.

IG: rensworkdotcom 
Tumblr: renthepainter
www.renswork.com

Ren  sells his work, 
and several pieces are 
currently on display in 
various coffee shops 
around Atlanta, includ-
ing Octane.

Artwork fatured above 
are in clockwise order 
a headshot of Ren (top 
left), Cornel West (top 
center), Ferry Boatman 
(top right), Dalai Lama 
(bottom left), We Are 
One (bottom right). 
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WESTLAKE CONVERSATIONS AROUND ATLANTA WITH  
PRODUCER AND DRAMATURG PAMELA-FAITH JACKSON

ART AND CULTURE

DANIELLE 
PATTERSON
ATLANTA - Ms. 
Pamela-Faith Jack-
son, an Atlanta 
producer, dramaturg, 
and mentor amongst 
other things, shares 
what she loves to 
do in the literary 
world of theatre. 
She changed my life 
several years ago, and 
maybe her words will 
do the same for you. 
Enjoy our conversa-
tion with Ms. Jackson! 

DANIELLE: Can you 
tell us a little about 
what you do with 
Young Voices With 
New Visions (YVNV)?

PAMELA-FAITH 
JACKSON: I founded 
Young Voices With 
New Visions (YVNV), 
a new play develop-
ment program for 
young people in 
Grades 3 - 12 to pro-
mote new work and 
provide a platform 
for youth to express 
themselves in dra-
matic form. YVNV is 
very excited that in 
our 8th year of inspir-
ing new work, 2015 
marks the beginning 
of the YVNV outreach 
to college students, 
as well. In my role, I 
have the priviledge 
of identifying, train-
ing, and present-
ing new short plays 
by aspiring young 
playwrights through 
training workshops, 
calls for submissions, 
short play competi-
tions, and exhibitions 
of winning plays.

DANIELLE: What about 
your other professional 
pursuits?

MS. JACKSON: Person-
ally, I am a gifted and 
talented educator in 
Atlanta Public Schools. 
I am also a dramaturg 
with a myriad of re-
sponsibilities including 
conferencing with the 
playwright to discuss 
any questions about the 
script, writing playbill 
notes, and providing a 
research notebook that 
all members of the team 
can refer to to ensure 
that the playwright’s 
vision for the play is 
honored. Before the 
rehearsal process, I may 
be invovled with a writer 
from the beginning of 
their idea to listen, ask 
questions, and then ask 
even more questions to 
help the writer clarify 
what they really want 
said.

DANIELLE: When did 
you realize that this was 
what you wanted to do, 
and how did you start 
this for yourself?

MS. JACKSON: When I 
discovered the powerful 
impact it has on young 
people like you, Dan-
ielle. For those who don’t 
know, you wrote and 
won a production for 
your first play entitled 
TRANSFERS when you 
were a 5th grader at Bet-
hune Elementary School. 
You attended a YVNV 
Young Playwrights Unit 
workshop facilitated by 
Tamara Beasley and 
myself at Bethune.

DANIELLE: What is it 
like working with such 
young writers?

MS. JACKSON: I spend 
a lot of time listening to 
the stories that young 
people tell to ascertain 
whether or not they may 
have a story that could 
come alive on a stage. 
One day, two students 
from Woodland Char-
ter Elementary School 
in Sandy Springs ap-
proached me about a 
new piece they were 
writing and wanted 
me to help them get it 
produced. I immediately 
became their dramaturg 
and helped them come 
to the conclusion that 
they needed to learn 
about the craft of play-
writing. This is why the 
very first playwright’s 
workshop came into 
existence. 

DANIELLE: How should 
young ones with a pas-
sion for writing plays go 
about getting themselves 
out there?

MS. JACKSON: First and 
foremost, realize that life 
is drama and that there 
are countless stories all 
around you that would 
make excellent source 
material for your plays. 
Believe that your voice, 
your thoughts, your 
fears, your experiences, 
your dreams are worth 
the time it takes to 
record them on paper, 
and that people can be 
touched by your gift. 
Know that writing is a 
process, and that people 
can be touched by your 
gift. Know that writ-
ing is a process, and be 

willing to write, read, 
and re-write. Playwrit-
ing competitions and 
publishing (including 
self-publishing) oppor-
tunities can be found on 
the internet. If you don’t 
share it, no one can see 
it. YVNV is a great place 
to begin your journey.

DANIELLE: Who do you 
think serves as a role 
model for how getting 
yourself out there?

MS. JACKSON: Don’t be 
afraid to think like Tyler 
Perry. He was a play-
wright with his Madea 
series, but to get himself 
out there, he also had to 
become a producer and 
find ways to get audi-
ences in a theatre to see 
his work. Learn how 
to direct, learn how to 
act, learn design, learn 
business administration, 
learn marketing and 
public relations. Work 
on your school plays, 
community productions, 
and church plays. Attend 
professional theatre 
productions in the city. 
Google playwrighting. 
Stage your own plays at 
home.

DANIELLE: How can 
young playwrights be-
come successful?

MS. JACKSON: If you 
want to write plays, read 
plays written by other 
playwrights, poetry and 
prose, news articles, and 
non-fiction books that 
will not only expose you 
to the writing styles of 
sucessful writers, but it 
may also inspire ideas 
and topics for your work. 
You should be writ-

ing or journaling daily. 
You should spend lots 
of time actively watch-
ing and listening to the 
sounds all around you, 
especially what people 
are saying to each other. 
Record your observa-
tions because this mate-
rial could be used as 
dialouge between some 
of your characters. 

DANIELLE: How can 
young artists interested 
in dramaturgy get to 
where you are?

MS. JACKSON: To 
become a dramaturg, I 
attended Columbia Uni-
versity in New York City 
and earned a Masters of 
Fine Arts in Dramaturgy 
and Criticism. I worked 
as a literary maganger 
/ dramaturg for Cross-
roads Theatre Company, 
facilitated a playwrights 
workshops at Negro 
Ensemble Company, 
served as a dramaturg 
on productions at the 
Apollo Theatre, Alliance 
Theatre, and Horizon 
Theatre, just to name a 
few.

DANIELLE: Tell us about 
yoru first production.

MS. JACKSON: My first 
Young Voices wth New 
Visions Short Play Fest 
was an awesome expe-
rience for me. Plays by 
four young playwrights 
were produced for ap-
proximately 300 audi-
ence members. The play 
that I remember most 
and have produced at 
least 3 times since that 
premeire production is 
a delightful piece called 
70S FRIENDS about 

two girls who spend 
their Saturday learning 
about the language, the 
clothes, the music, and 
the dances of the hippy 
era. The success of this 
first set of writers moti-
vated me to continue the 
work and make YVNV 
available to students 
across the nation.

DANIELLE: How do you 
feel about being behind 
the scenes and less 
known than the cast or 
even the writers?

MS. JACKSON: I love be-
ing behind the scences. 
I feel like I am a part of 
the nutrients in the dark 
earth that surround the 
seed of a young writer’s 
vision. It is so rewarding 
to witness the sprouting 
to the surface or the new 
work by gifted young 
voices who have cre-
ated characters who are 
begging to be seen and 
heard.

DANIELLE: What advice 
would you give to young 
writers?

MS. JACKSON: I give 
young writers the same 
advice you gave them in 
your YVNV interview on 
our website under the 
Support Us link. “Just 
love what you do.” W

To find more informa-
tion about Ms. Jackson 
and Young Voices with 
New Visions, please 
visit their website at 
www.yvnvplays.org. 
Please use the Contact 
Us section to find out 
how to get involved in 
YVNV.

6 Monday 
May 23, 2016



ART AND CULTURE

BY STAFF
ATLANTA - Gabrielle 
Fulton lent her con-
siderable talents to 
Westlake High School 
when she visited for 
a month to teach 
students how to write 
successful plays.

Fulton, who con-
ducted the playwrit-
ing sessions on behalf 
of Horizon Theatre, 
not only taught our 
students important 
writing skills, but she 
also acted as a role 
model for building 
strong voices, writ-
ing brave stories, and 
seeking big truths.

Fulton gradu-
ated from prestigious 
programs at Colum-
bia University in New 
York City and North-
western University in 
Chicago.

She has worked 
for years in Atlanta as 
a dramaturg, a person 
who researches plays 
professionally, and a 
playwright.

She has become 
a National New Play 
Network Playwright 
in Residence and 
has seen several of 
her plays produced, 
including Carrying 
the Mother Load, 
Sweet Dill, Redemp-
tion’s Road, MILF, and 
Shape of Things. 

Fulton’s latest play, 
Uprising, is a musical 
set in the aftermath 
of John Brown’s Raid 
and debuted at the 
Horizon Theatre to 
rave reviews before 

moving to New York City.
We were unbeliev-

ably lucky to have a 
playwright of her talent 
and accomplishments 
mentor our students.

TALIYAH HOLLOWAY: 
Can you tell us a little 
about what you do?

GABRIELLE FULTON: 
Some days I stare into 
space. Most days I read a 
lot. Every day I observe 
the world around me... 
and think. Writing helps 
me to cull some kernel 
of truth from it all. All 
in the effort to create 
dramatic work that 
inspires, enlightens, and 
illuminates the human 
condition through the 
lens of African-deescent 
people’s experiences.

TALIYAH: When did 
you realize that this was 
what you wanted to do, 
and how did you start 
this for yourself?

MS. FULTON: I real-
ized that this is what I 
wanted to do a bit late 
for my taste. I didn’t trust 
myself enough early 
on to indulge the writ-
ing life. Please, don’t do 
that. You’re perfectly 
capable of knowing what 
you want to do in life 
right now, while still in 
high school. And if you 
change your mind later, 
well great... that’s okay, 
too.

TALIYAH: Were there 
arny points of obstacles 

or adversity? If so, what 
were they and how did 
you overcome them?

MS. FULTON: Always. I 
mean, this is life. There 
are going to be obstacles 
and adversity. What do I 
do? I fall out and com-
plain and freak out like 
everyone else. And... 
I lean on my faith. Of 
course, the sooner I do 
the latter the better. I 
think it’s important for 
young people to know 
that there will be no 
shortage of things to 
overcome. Trials come 
and they go. ALl you 
have to do is just keep 
going. Keep trying. Do 
the best you know to do 
in any given moment. 
Things get better.

TALIYAH: Did you have 
playwright or theatre 
idols or role models? If 
so, who were they and 
why?

MS. FULTON: So many. 
Zora Neale Hurston, 
Donald Griffin, Toni 
Morrison, Carol Mitch-
ell-Leon, Alice Walker, 
Robert Schenklan, Tarell 
McCraney, Tom Jones, 
Eartha Kitt, August Wil-
son... and so many more. 
Because they were/are 
honest.
 
TALIYAH: What do you 
think makes a successful 
playwright?

MS. FULTON: This is 
a tricky question for 
me because I believe 
that to say that one is a 

playwright is more so 
an indication of a way 
of being, rather than of 
what one does. How can 
I judge the success of 
one’s way of being in the 
world? I don’t think I’m 
equipped to do so, really. 
In contemplating my 
own sense of being in 
the world, here are some 
(very simple) things I 
believe may be helpful to 
consider.

1) Have ideas 
2) Engage your ideas on 
the page  
3) Complete play(s)
4) Stay committed to 
the development of said 
play(s)
5) Study the craft 
6) Listen to your experi-
ences 
7) Use truth to connect 
with audiences

TALIYAH: How should 
young ones with a pas-
sion for writing plays go 
about getting themselves 
out there?

MS. FULTON: Produce 
your own work. You 
learn so much from the 
process. Find strong col-
laborators amongst your 
peers and just do it.

TALIYAH: How can 
young artists inter-
ested in dramaturgy get 
started?

MS. FULTON: Befriend a 
playwright and ask her 
if you can work with her 
in this capactiy. (By the 
way, I love dramaturgs. 
Dramaturgs are smart. 

No, wait... dramaturgs 
are brilliant. If you want 
to be a dramaturg, get 
started by being bril-
liant. And that starts by 
being indiscriminately 
interested and intellec-
tually curious, then hon-
ing your research and 
analysis ability) Also, 
develop a talent for skill-
ful querying. For me, the 
most helpful dramaturgs 
ask the best questions.

TALIYAH: Can you tell 
us about your first pro-
duction?

MS. FULTON: My first 
production was in 
Perkerson Park. It was 
called SWEET DILL. I 
think the tagline was 
“Jill wants to go to Har-
vard, but first she’s got 
to make it through her 
own neighborhood.” We 
built a stage in the park 
and invited community 
members to be a part 
of the audience free of 
charge. I applied and 
received a Fulton County 
grant to create what 
was to be a community 
engagement play based 
on the issues that the 
Capitol View neighbor-
hood was facing.. That 
was in 2000. Now, there 
are what’s called Crea-
tive Placemaking grants 
to do the same sort of 
thing offering a lot more 
money than I got to pro-
duce SWEET DILL.

TALIYAH: So far in your 
career, what has been 
your favorite moment?

MS. FULTON: I just can’t 
name one. But I will say 
this: any time highly 
creative people lend 
their imaginations to the 
development or produc-
tion of my work I feel 
highly favored.

TALIYAH: What about 
your most memorable 
moment?

MS. FULTON: There is 
nothing like sitting in 
an audience with people 
laughing or crying when 
enjoying your work. It 
is so satisfying. It never 
gets old. 

TALIYAH: Tell us a bit 
about your latest play.

MS. FULTON: My play 
UPRISING is having a 
rolling world premeire 
in Atlanta and D.C.. You 
can see it first at Horion 
Theatre in Little Five 
Points. Then, UPRISING 
will go on to be part of 
the D.C. Women’s Voices 
Theatre Festival in pro-
duction at MetroStage. 
In this festival, 44 D.C. 
metro area theatres 
are producing world 
premieres by women 
playwrghts.

TALIYAH: What final 
advice would you give to 
young writers?

MS. FULTON: Believe 
in yourself and in your 
voice. W 

WESTLAKE CONVERSATIONS AROUND ATLANTA WITH  
PLAYWRIGHT AND DRAMATURG GABRIELLE FULTON
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BY CIERRA BERRY, 
TAYLOR MOSLEY,  
NAKARI LOWMAN, 
DESKDRIA SCOTT,
ATLANTA -Steve Harvey 
and his wife Majorie 
have crafted an unparal-
leled mentoring program 
for young women called 
“Girls Who Rule the 
World,” and one West-
lake student was lucky 
enough to attend.

“I experienced a lot of 
new things, and I think 
that helped me improve 
myself socially and 
mentally,” commented 
Kennedi Jones-Byrd.

Kennedi was clearly 
enamored with her 
experience, raving about 
the four day three night 
experience at Fort DE-
TAIL.

“It was scheduled and 
run well so we got to do 
everything. We were all 
in our own cabin with 
our small groups. It was 
so cool to be with our ad-
visers. I was so greatful 
to be there.” 

To be selected, each 
girl was required to 
write an essay, and only 
100 girls were chosen for 
the exclusive experience 
that mixed inspirational 
talks with fun activities.

Each morning, the 
girls gathered for group 

discussions about grow-
ing up as an empowered 
young woman. 

“We would have 
meaningful talks that 
we might not get to have 
with our families or 
friends.  We got to learn 
a lot of new things,“ 
recalled Kennedi.

Then, in the after-
noon, the students went 
on exciting excercisions, 
including horseback rid-
ing, rock climbing, and 
ziplining. 

“We did all these 
team building activities 
on the base that were so 
much fun. There was so 
much to do.”

It should be no 
surprise to fans of Steve 
and Majorie’s television 
and radio productions 
that they would put on a 
high quality experience 
like Kennedi described. 
These are the Harveys 
after all!

What might surprise 
fans, however, is just 
how much Girls Who 
Rule the World em-
braced the location of 
Fort DETAIL.

“We were on this 
army base,and we met 
a bunch of women in 
the army. They were our 
advisors. During that 
whole time, we stayed 

COMMUNITY SERVICE

GIRLS WHO RULE THE WORLD MAKES BIG IMPACT 
Student Thanks the Steve and Majorie Harvey Foundation for Wonderful Weekend 

with them and woke up 
early in the morning to 
do drills.”

When Kennedi said 
they did drills, she was 
not kidding. 

“You know how they 
have the army trumpet, 
the bugle, in movies? 
They actually did that 
to wake us up. Then, 
we would go running 
around two or three 
laps, do our jumping 
jacks, and then our push 
ups. After a while, you 
got used to waking up 
early in the morning 
and doing it,” explained 
Kennedi.

That does not, how-
ever, mean that Kenn-
edi will get up early on 
her own and excercise. 
When asked if she would 
keep up the routine, her 
mind was made up.

“Never again, not un-
less it is mandatory,” said 
Kennedi emphatically.

Despite this assertion, 
the structure of the early 
morning drills did seem 
to appeal to Kennedi.

“I didn’t know that it 
was going to be connect-
ed to the army, but once 
I got there, I loved it, and 
it made me interested in 
maybe joining the army 
in the future. I am going 
to look into it my junior 

year and see if that is for 
me.”

Kennedi is already 
involved with several 
activities at Westlake, 
including Future Health 
Professionals (HOSA) 
and Future Business 
Leaders of America 
(FBLA), but Girls Who 
Run the World helped 
her summon extra moti-
vation.

“Before, I wasn’t too 
motivated, but once I got 
there, I decided I want to 
make something of my-
self. I want to be great. 
That made me switch my 
entire mindset. I came 
back with a new focus 
and knew what I wanted 
and what I needed to do 
to accomplish my goals.”

How did Kennedi 
come to this realization? 
It was all thanks to talk-
ing with other women.

“My favorite adviser 
was Lisa because she 
was energetic and opt-
omistic. I think she was 
a cadet who was training 
to be an officer in the 
army. She was like a big 
sister,” said Kennedi.

“Also, I met lifelong 
friends. There were two 
girls from Langston High 
School that I still talk to.”

According to Kenn-
edi, one contributing 

factor to the friendships 
she made was the camp’s 
strictly enforced no 
phone rule. 

“Not having a cell 
phone made the expe-
rience better, because 
social media wasn’t in-
terferring. And I like be-
ing around people who 
are interesting and make 
me not want to check my 
phone, and that’s what 
these people were like.”

Two other role mod-
els that Kennedi met 
were Steve and Majorie’s 
two daughters, Karli and 
Brandi Harvey, who ran 
the camp and led the 
talks.

“They do a great job 
and whipped me into 
shape,” said Kennedi, 
who began to compare 
them to their famous 
father with a laugh.

“They are just like 
their dad. They are 
hilarious. The way they 
speak, their manner-
isms, and their looks. 
They are just like him.”

Kennedi also met 
Majorie, but she did not 
meet Steve, because he 
was busy running the 
boys section of the camp.

When looking back 
at the event, Kennedi 
admits that she was not 
sure at first.

“As a female, we tend 
to be caddy and not 
get along, so I thought, 
‘Three or four days away 
with these girls I don’t 
know? Maybe not.’”

But Kennedi’s mother 
realized that it would be 
a good experience and 
pushed her to write the 
essay and apply.

“When I got there, 
my reaction was, ‘Wow. 
I am so glad I did this.’ 
Thanks, mom. It was a 
great decision,” conceded 
Kennedi.

At the conclusion of 
the weekend, Kennedi 
had built friendships 
and developed a mature 
perspective and attitude. 
Who could ask for any-
thing more? 

If you are interested 
in learning more about 
Girls Who Rule the 
World or applying for 
this meaningful experi-
ence, please visit the 
website for pictures, vid-
eos, and testimonials! W
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SPORTS NEWS

BIG IMPACT LINEBACKER COMMITS TO UGA
Highly ranked outside linebacker Jaden Hunter has made national sports news by committing to the University of Georgia, 

where his late father, Brice Hunter, played as a wide receiver; please use the QR code below to learn more about Jaden’s rivet-
ing family history, his outstanding high school performance, and his promising college career 
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SPORTS NEWS

SPRING GAME BRINGS VISIONS OF THE FUTURE
COACH GIVES AWARDS FOR OFFENSE, 

DEFENSE, AND CHARACTER
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FOR TOP SCHOLAR-ATHLETE, CHARACTER PAYS
BY STAFF
ATLANTA -Teachers 
adore Daisha White, 
coaches build programs 
around her, reliability, 
and Georgia Tech accept-
ed her via early decision, 
but now, Daisha has the 
giant check to prove that 
character truly does pay.

Daisha, a guard for 
the Lady Lions basket-
ball team, was presented 
a check for $1,000 that 
rewarded her for being a 
beacon of good character 
that inspires her team-
mates.

One way that Daisha 
inspired her teammates 
was through academics, 
because Daisha’s grade 
point average ranked 
number 9 out of 397 
graduating seniors, a 
bogglingly difficult task 
while juggling spors and 
clubs.

The Felder Devel-
opment Group, which 
gives the Commendable 
Character Scholarship 
each year to a student 
who best exemplifies 
the bedrock principles 
that underlay great 
programs, recgonized 
Daisha’s sacrifice and 

positive academic influ-
ence on her teammates.

If the name Felder 
in Felder Development 
Group sounds familiar 
to longtime Westlake 

basketball fans, there is 
certainly a reason why.

Taryn Felder is a 
Westlake alum who 
played basketball in the 
late 1990’s, leading the 

Lady Lions to their first 
final four appearance, 
is the brainchild behind 
the award.

A quick internet 
search revealed a few 

of Ms. Felder’s team-
mates that she led in 
1997, including Candace 
Coverson, Kiana Farmer, 
Candice Barnes, Dawn 
Baldwin, and Shayla 

Blackwell.
In the past two 

decades, Ms. Felder has 
never stopped giving 
back to our community 
and beyond, particularly 
in Brazil, where she has 
volutneered to help 
teach English. 

It is a warming story 
to hear that an alum 
still feels so connected 
to Coach Hilda Hanker-
son and Westlake that 
should would contribute 
such a large gift to an 
outgoing senior.

It certainly sounds 
like Daisha has found a 
mentor in Ms. Daisha, 
who seems equally pas-
sionate, proactive, and 
powerful.

If you share Ms. 
Felder’s desire to assist 
young female athlees in 
meeting their goals to go 
to college, then you can 
place a donation to the 
scholarship by searching 
Taryn Felder and Fundly.

Congratulations, Dai-
sha, and thank you for 
your character! W

GOLFER WINS SECOND IN STATE AS JUNIOR

SPORTS NEWS

BY STAFF
ATLANTA - Najae But-
ler placed second at the 
State Championship 
Tournament for golf, 
coming within only a 
few strokes of winning 
the 6A title for indi-
viduals.

This incredible 
milestone is a huge 
point of celebration for 
Westlake, which is lo-
cated next to Wolfcreek 
Golf Course and fields 
a team that has trained 
with The First Tee At-
lanta and The First Tee 
of East Lake.

For Butler, a product 
of First Tee Atlanta, 
big success is par for 
course. Butler has 
made the state tourna-
ment an impressive 
three years in a row 
and will go for her 
fourth straight appear-
ance next year as a 
senior.

Over 18 holes, 
Butler shot an 81, an 
impressively low score 
that feel just behind 
Jenny Bae of Collins 
Hill, who shot a 77.

The difference mak-
er according to Coach 
Jason King was an ear-
ly triple bogey that was 
the only blemish on an 

otherwise sterling out-
ting. Otherwise, Butler 
dominated the course, 
landing three birdies 
and five pars. Without 
the triple bogey, Najae 
would have shot a 78, 
and when a score is 
that close, it is anyone’s 
game. 

According to Coach 
King, the early trou-
ble might have been 
due to  a bit of lively 
stomach butterflies for 
Butler, who was battling 
nerves when it was 
time to tee off.

“Najae got a lit-
tle sick on the tee box 
and had to loose her 
breakfast slash lunch,” 
admitted Coach King, 
who was impressed 
by how quickly Butler 
rebounded.

“She got back up 
and sent a really good 
tee shot down the mid-
dle of the fairway about 
250 yards. That ended 
up being one of her 
worst holes, but then 
she recovered”

Butler outpaced 
her nearest competi-
tion, Kaysie Harrelson 
of Tift County (82), 
Allie Fletcher of West 
Forsyth (83), and Emily 
Haigwood of Roswell 
(84) in a tight competi-

tion that came down to 
only a few strokes.

Butler, a perfec-
tionist and excellent 
student who always 
pushes herself for 
greatness will hope-
fully sit back now and 
be impressed with a 
strong junior season 
that is a victory for all 
of Westlake.

Coach King specifi-
cally commented about 
how impressed he was 
with Butler’s prepara-
tion, maturity, and 
mental focus. 

“What we try to do 
is make sure that she’s 
confident mentally. If 
you internally have 
your mind set, then 
your confidence will be 
at ahigh level.”

He also suggested 
that he hopes Butler 
will take the opportu-
nity to share her great 
story of success and 
hard work with the 
school campus, some-
thing that Butler is 
often too humble to do.

It has certainly been 
a season of highlights 
for Butler, who made 
her Pebble Beach debut 
this year as an invited 
member of The Nature 
Valley First Tee Open, 
a multi-day opportu-

nity for the future of 
golf to mingle and play 
with professionals and 
retired professionals.

She has also at-
tended Golf to Paradise 
First Tee Champions 
Challenge, a five day 
invitational in Naples, 
Florida. Perhaps she 
will make it a habit 
to be  invited to such 
premiere golf courses 
in sunny locations!

Also, Butler became 
the Region 3 individual 
champion this year, 
when she shot a 71, 
which was one under 
par. Highlights of her 
round included a pac-
ing of three under par 
for the first nine holes, 
as well as a dramatic 
60 foot putt for eagle.

Butler’s score was 
good enough to bypass 
the sectional tourna-
ment and go straight to 
state from regions. ment 
berth in a row.

Congratulations Na-
jae for being an inspira-
tion to aspiring nearby 
golfers and shooting 
for your goals! We are 
incredibly excited to 
celebrate your huge ac-
complishment of second 
in the entire state! W
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ALUM SHINES IN TWO SPORTS AT TEXAS A&M

SPORTS NEWS

BY STAFF
ATLANTA- Westlake 
alum Anriel Howard, 
a talented and humble 
basketball standout at 
Texas A&M, made na-
tional sports news this 
basketball season by top-
pling a 31-year-old re-
bounding record during 
the NCAA Championship 
Tournament.

Freshman Howard 
brought down 27 re-
bounds for the #4 Aggies 
in her first ever tourna-
ment game against #13 
Missouri State, beating 
the previous single game 
record of 23 set by Cheryl 
Taylor of Tennessee Tech 
in 1985.

Howard’s mammoth 
stand helped propel her 
team to a 74 – 65 victory 
in the first round, but in 
a postgame interview, 
Howard revealed that 
she did not know that she 
was making history.

“With about four min-
utes left, I was on the 
bench, and the coaches 
said, ‘Come on you need 
to get some rebounds.’ 
Coach Blair pulled me 
aside and said, ‘I need 
two rebounds out of you.’ 
Everyone was cheering 
when I got the first one, 
so I was thinking, ‘What’s 
going on?’”

Rather than keep-
ing up with her statis-
tics, Howard had a much 
deeper motivation for 
her inspired play. The 
date, March 19th, was 
extremely significant to 
her family.

“Ten years ago, my 
mom was in the hospi-
tal and her line went flat 
twice,” explained How-

ard, describing the ter-
ror of seeing her mother, 
Che’ Bledsoe, flatline.

Both times, Ms. Bled-
soe recovered, and How-
ard has ever since used 
the anniversary as an 
opportunity to celebrate 
the preciousness of finite 
life, recognize the role 
of miracles, and refocus 
on what is important, 
worthwhile, and right.  

“March 19th has al-
ways been a day for sac-
rifices and accomplish-
ments for her and me. I 
did this for her. I didn’t 
know that I had that 
many, but I played really 
hard for her, and I’m glad 
I could get this accom-
plishment for her.

And what an accom-
plishment it was! Each 
year, the NCAA collects 
all the statistics from the 
Championship Tourna-
ment, and Howard was 
in a league of her own, 
greatly outpacing all oth-
er rebounders by large 
margins. The next high-
est single game rebound-
ers in this year’s tourna-
ment were Ruth Hamblin 
of Oregon (18 rebounds), 
Chantel Osahor of Wash-
ington (18), Niya Johnson 
of Baylor (16), and Lind-
say Allen of Norte Dame 
(10).

Howard is no stranger 
to success, as her high 
school career suggests. 
After all, she had been 
Westlake’s senior home-
coming queen and year-
book editor, as well an 
honor roll recipient and 
four sport standout, let-
tering in track and field, 
cross country, volleyball, 
and basketball.

Athletically, she had 
won two track and field 
state titles in triple-jump, 
covering an astonish-
ing 40 feet 8 inches, and 
played a vital role in 
Westlake’s back-to-back-
to-back state champion-
ships. She had recorded 
2,000 plus points and 
1,000 plus rebounds in 
her high school basket-
ball career and had set 
the school’s single game 
scoring record with 44 
points, as well as the 
school’s single game re-
bounding record with 30 
rebounds. She was rated 
by ESPN the 16th best 
wing player in the 2015 
basketball class.

Clearly, we all knew 
that she would have a 
spectacular college ca-
reer at Texas A&M, but 
what we could not have 
anticipated was just how 
quickly Howard would 
impact the Aggies or the 
magnitude of the record 
she would break.

Overall, the Aggies 
women’s basketball team 
posted a 22-10 season 
and .688 winning per-
centage, finishing third 
in the SEC standings with 
a 11-5 conference record. 
The Aggies were ranked 
as the #4 seed in the 
NCAA Tournament but 
fell to #5 Florida State in 
the second round.

Howard played in all 
32 regular season games, 
starting half of them. She 
played a total of 541 min-
utes, a huge sum for a 
freshman, officially log-
ging the sixth most min-
utes on the entire team.

Her accomplish-
ments, however, outstrip 

the time she played. 
Across the season, How-
ard was able to amass 
147 points, 21 steals, and 
10 blocks. This respec-
tively ranked her 6th, 
5th, and T-4th on the 
team.

Howard’s bread and 
butter were her 209 to-
tal rebounds (84 offen-
sive and 125 defensive), 
which averaged to 6.5 per 
game. In all of these cat-
egories, Howard ranked 
1st on the team.

In fact, Howard ap-
peared several times 
on the leaderboard for 
the Aggies this season. 
She had the three high-
est single game rebound 
totals after rebound-
ing 27 against Missouri 
State, 14 against LSU, 
and 13 against FSU. She 
also once led the team 
in steals against Van-
derbilt and six times led 
in blocked shots against 
Hawaii, Arkansas, LSU, 
Alabama, Tennessee, 
and Kentucky.  

Howard has contin-
ued her multisport pres-
ence at Texas A&M, so 
as soon as the basket-
ball season ended, she 
was in full swing with 
the track and field team, 

where she was one of 
the team’s entries to the 
qualifying tournament 
for the NCAA Champion-
ship Tournament. There, 
Howard placed 38th in 
the triple jump, hitting a 
mark of 39 feet and 10 
inches. 

The Aggies, who sent 
a whopping 33 athletes 
to complete in the finals, 
found success with the 
women’s team finishing 
5th nationally and the 
men’s team finishing 3rd 
nationally.

On top of her athletic 
accomplishments, How-
ard has already involved 
herself on campus, espe-
cially in the video broad-
casting department, 
where she has been in-
volved with covering 
sports and developing 
highlight reels.

Howard, or “Lashes” 
as her teammates have 
nicknamed her because 
of her long eyelashes, 
has a strength, elegance, 
and poise made for tel-
evision. As she pursues 
her future, perhaps her 
athletic prowess and fo-
cus on broadcast video 
and communications 
will lead her to a lifelong 
career with the WNBA, 

first playing and then 
analysing. 

If Howard keeps com-
bining her endless poten-
tial with hard work, then 
perhaps she will one day 
share her moving story 
on another March 19th 
press conference after 
she has set a WNBA re-
cord.

Regardless of her dis-
tant future, we know that 
her immediate future 
is to be as instrumen-
tal to Texas A&M as she 
was for Westlake! If you 
would like to watch How-
ard’s press conference, 
please use the QR Codes 
below. Congratulations 
to your successes, Anriel, 
and we wish you the best 
for your collegiate ca-
reer! W
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