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GIRLS TRACK AND FIELD TEAM  
FINISHES SECOND IN STATE; 

BOYS TEAM READY TO COMPETE

LIONS CELEBRATE BECOMING  
NEWEST INTERNATIONAL  

BACCALAUREATE SCHOOL
BY STAFF
ATLANTA -Westlake’s 
girls track and field team 
once again asserted 
themselves as an elite 
and dominant force by 
taking second place in 
the state of Georgia.

While this might 
sound like a huge victory 
for any other team, the 
girls were disappointed 
with the outcome. After 
winning the state title 
three years in a row, eve-
ryone wanted to take it 
a fourth time and make 
history with an unprec-
edented four year streak.

Instead, the McEach-
ern Indians bested 
Westlake, edging out 
the Lions to take the top 
ranking in the state.

“I am so proud of our 
girls and how hard they 
competed” said Coach 

Wilson, sounding like a 
proud father.

“We have a young 
group with a lot of 
talented freshmen and 
sophomores, so for them 
to compete run like they 
do with maturity and 
power, it feels like we 
have something special.”

Last year, Westlake 
graduated a whopping 
total of nine girls from 
the senior team, but ac-
cording to Coach Wilson, 
the youngest runners 
filled the leadership 
void.

“Most programs 
would suffer losing 
so many seniors, but 
ours didn’t because our 
underclassmen stepped 
up. These young com-
petitors ran like they 
were seniors, and we are 
on the verge of putting 
together another streak 

as we age.”
Congratulations to 

Kennedy Arrington, Si-
erra Bloodworth, Kirlisa 
Broxton, Larian Bryant, 
Zyaira Dewater, Shanice 
Elliot, Erefa Ewo, Osja 
Glenn, Haley Harris, 
Ra’breekia Harrison, 
Kayla House, Victoria 
Lamar, Jaylan Mc-
Donlad, Jenee Nichols, 
Kaia Preston, Kennedy 
Price, Aerial Robinson, 
Treshunda Robinson, 
Kennedy Russell, Ken-
nedy Simon, Arieaunna 
Terrell, Jada Watson, and 
Trinity Williams for an 
excellent season.

The boys track and 
field team will have just 
finished their three day 
tournament on our day 
of publication. We know 
that they went down to 
Jefferson, GA and took 
them by storm. W

FINAL WEEK OF STUDENTS OF THE DAY

Westlake Authorized as an International Baccalaureate School  

BY JANELLE WINGFIELD 

ATLANTA - Westlake 
High School was re-
cently authorized as an 
International Baccalau-
reate (IB) World School. 

As the first high 
school in South Fulton 
to earn this distinction, 
Westlake successfully 
completed a three-year 
process comprised of 
multiple meticulous 
phases which required 
input from all stake-
holders (students, 
parents, teachers, com-
munity, administration, 
and the School Board).  

During the consid-
eration and candidacy 
phases for the program, 
Westlake set a prec-
edent for the successful 
path to authorization 

for the rest of Fulton 
County pursuing this 
program. 

The IB program is 
a worldwide education 
foundation offering 
programs that develop 
students into successful 
participants in the rap-
idly globalizing world. 

The IB Diploma Pro-
gram (DP), which West-
lake will begin offering 
during the fall of 2016, 
is a two-year program 
designed to benefit not 
only the students in the 
program, but also the 
Westlake community as 
a whole.  

As part of the DP, stu-
dents are charged with 
spearheading communi-
ty service initiatives that 
are specifically designed 

to meet the needs of the 
Westlake community.  

The IB DP has reli-
ably produced high-
achieving students who 
think independently and 
are motivated to drive 
their own learning. 

Westlake will offi-
cially begin offering IB 
DP courses during the 
2016-2017 school year 
to students in the junior 
class.  

Westlake has joined 
a prestigious network 
of IB World Schools that 
work together on an 
international platform 
to create an academic 
environment that will 
prepare our students for 
the global economy of 
the 21st century. W

GIRLS TRACK FINISHES 2ND IN STATE

MARTIAL ARTIST HAS FRONT 
ROW SEAT AT 2016 OLYMPICS

Dorontay McCoy May Be Bound for Rio de Janeiro (PAGE 6) 



SCHOOL NEWS

REMINDER: MORNING TARDIES REMINDER: STUDENT LUNCHES
BY MS. BATES
ATLANTA -When 
enjoying lunch, please 
be reminded about the 
following guidelines.

First, students are 
not permitted to leave 
campus during lunch. As 
tempting as it might be 
for students with vehi-
cles to drive to get food 
of their choice, it is NOT 
permitted due to safety 
concerns.

Second, parents may 
drop off money if needed 
to purchase a school 
lunch, however, no food 
should be brought to stu-
dents during lunch. We 
simply do not have the 
resources in our front 
office to facilitate that 
process.

Third, students are 
permitted to bring in 
lunch from home, but 
please keep in mind that 

there will be no access to 
microwaves to warm up 
the food. 

Unfortunately, the 
county has explained 
that we cannot purchase 
microwaves due to con-
cerns about food safety, 
food sanitation, and 
student safety.

With these three de-
tails in mind, we hope all 
enjoy their lunch period 

experience! W 
 

BY MS. BATES
ATLANTA -It is critical 
that our students arrive 
to school on time each 
day to ensure a produc-
tive day of education. 

The first bell rings at 
8:20am, and our high-
est rate of tardies occurs 
during this morning 
time. We are seeing an 
increase this semester 
specifically with carpool 
riders who are late.  

As we prepare for 

EOC and Advanced 
Placement (AP) exams, it 
is critical for students to 
arrive to school on time. 

The 1st 15 minutes 
of each class begins 
with test preparation, 
and because we have 30 
instructional days for 
these exams (consider-
ing our A/B schedule), 
it is vital that students 
are not late. If a student 
is just 5 minutes late 
for these 30 days that e-

mails to 150 minutes of 
lost instructional time. 

We are here to 
ensure that every child 
reaches their full poten-
tial, but can only do that 
when they are present.  

Students that ride 
the school bus even if its 
late will not be marked 
tardy, so please encour-
age your child to ride the 
bus. The following are 
the consequences for be-
ing tardy to school:

Please be advised that 

juniors and seniors desiring 

to participate in prom and 

other activities will have 

additional behavioral and 

attendance expectations in 

order to participate. These 

expectations will be clearly 

communicated to students 

and parents 

Also, please be advised, 

that student drivers may 

lose their on campus driving 

privileges if they are found 

in violation of our tardy 

policy. W

BY CECE JOHNSON 
ATLANTA -For sen-
iors who are interested 
in exempting a final 
exam, there are four 
qualifications that have 
been shared with your 
teacher. 

To learn if you meet 
the requirements to 
exempt a final exam, 

FINAL EXAM SCHEDULE PUBLISHED, EXEMPTIONS EXPLAINED  

please read through 
these four qualifications.

1. An appropriate and 
comprehensive evalu-
ation activity should be 
given at the conclusion 
of every course. Teach-
ers are to submit a copy 
to the department chair 
no later than Friday, 
May 13.  

2. Final exams may 
be exempted by seniors 
only during the second 
semester. In order to ex-
empt a final, the follow-
ing criteria must be met: 

• Teacher must agree 
to the student exempting 
the final; exemptions are 
at the teacher’s discre-
tion

• The student must 
have a grade of 90 or 
higher (A) in the course

• The student must 
have no more than 5 
unexcused tardies to the 
class

• The student must 
have no more than 3 
absences, excused or un-
excused, in the class for 

the semester. (Field trips 
or school functions are 
not considered absences, 
but ISS and OSS are 
included) 

3. Students who are 
exempt from a final 
must not be wandering 
in the halls during the 
final exams. Students 
must report to their reg-

ularly scheduled class-
room during the final 
exam exempted or check 
out properly through the 
attendance office. 

4. Student will 
receive an “EX” in the 
gradebook for the final 
exam if exempt. W

SENIORS PREPARE FOR FINALS, GRADUATION EVENTS

Baccalaureate ........................................................ 5/15 
DATE: Sunday 5/15 
PLACE: Mt. Zion Baptist Church @ 4:00pm - 6:00pm 
DETAILS: Students report at 3:00pm; Ladies must wear black 

dresses with black shoes; Gentlemen must wear black slacks, white 

shirts, black ties, and black shoes. No jeans or athletic shoes.

Senior Class Breakfast ....................................... 5/16 
DATE: Monday 5/16 
PLACE: Cafeteria @ 9:00am - 11:30am

Senior Yearbook Signing Party .................... 5/16 
DATE: Monday 5/16 

PLACE: Auditorium @ 10:00am - 12:00pm

Senior Class Picnic .............................................. 5/18 
DATE: Wednesday 5/18 

PLACE: Practice Field @11:00am - 3:30pm

Westlake High School Graduation............ 5/20 
DATE: Friday 5/20  
PLACE: Georgia Dome @ 7:00pm

Freda Walker Chorus Celebration .............. 5/21 
DATE: Saturday 5/21 

PLACE: Cafeteria @2:00pm - 9:00pm

SAT Exam (Actual Exam).................................... 6/4 
DATE: Saturday 6/4 
PLACE: Cafeteria @8:30am - 1:30pm

ACT Exam (Actual Exam)................................... 6/11 
DATE: Saturday 6/11 

PLACE: Cafeteria @8:30am - 1:30pm

2 Monday 
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ART NEWS

ARTISTS TURN SKETCHES INTO SCULTPURES WITH 3D PEN

BY STAFF
ATLANTA -Two West-
lake artists have decided 
that two dimensional 
drawings on paper are 
leaving them a bit flat.

Brandon McCloud 
and Marissa Lymon 
have begun drawing in 
the air with a 3D Pen, 
technology that blends 
sketching with sculpture.

Mechanically, the 3D 
Pen heats plastic and 
then cools it immedi-
ately, creating a rigid 
structure that stands on 
its own.

Artistically, the 3D 
Pen creates lines or 

curves that you con-
nect from point-to-point 
depending on how you 
manipulate the device.

This particular mod-
el, made by Lix, uses the 
same fillament as big, 
boxy 3D Printers, but the 
device is much smaller 
and allows for the artist 
to free hand designs 
creatively. 

“My first experience 
with the 3D Pen remind-
ed me of how I felt when 
I was a little kid, learn-
ing how to color inside 
the lines,” said Brandon.

Learning to opperate 
the 3D Pen took a bit of 

patience and practice, 
but once he had mas-
tered the basic motion, 
the designs began to 
flow.

“This beauty is ad-
dicting. There are so 
many different angles 
you can go with. Ab-
stract sculpture and fine 
art are two styles of art 
you can incorperate with 
the 3D Pen.” 

“For visual artists 
interested in trying out 
new media, I seriously 
recommend this product. 
I mean, the ability to 
draw in the air... are you 
kidding me?!” W

FINE ARTS DEPARTMENT ENDS YEAR WITH SHOW STOPPER
BY STAFF
ATLANTA -Westlake’s 
Fine Arts Department 
showcased art, music, 
poetry, and dance at its 
Spring Concert, which 
began with a gallery 
walk of visual arts and 
ended with a rousing 
performance from the 
jazz band.

As parents and 
community members 
arrived for the evening, 
they were greeted with 
visual art hanging in the 
auditorium lobby. For a 
full look at the displayed 
artwork, be sure to check 
out Page 4, where we 
have printed a sampling 
of the featured artwork.

The concert began 
with selections for the 
soul from the Westlake 
beginning chorus like 
“I am a Small Part of 
the World,” “Ride the 
Chariot,” and a medley of 
spirituals, which linked 
“Wade in the Water” 
with “Go Down Moses.” 

Then, the interme-
diate and advanced 
choruses sang in rounds 
for “Kyrie” and swayed 
side to side for “Walk in 
Jerusalem.”

Ms. Freda Walker, 
who announced that it 
would be her last year 
at the helm, gave an 
emotional speech sum-

marizing her last 12 
years at Westlake, and 
she recgonized several 
members of the chorus 
with awards.

Ms. Walker 
recgonized Niya Ed-
wards, Brittney Guidry, 
and Nikaela Johnson as 
Most Improved, David 
Fitzer as Most Dedicated, 
and Malaikatu Kargbo, 
Ebony Strong, and Jal-
issa Weekes as Outstand-
ing Talents.

Ms. Walker also 
pulled students forward 
who had earned voice 
scholarships to colleges, 
including Joshua Wal-
lace ($7,000), Mia Ed-
wards ($10,000), Lauryn 
Davis ($11,000), Jhalil 
Strickland ($12,000), and 
David Fitzer ($15,000). 

Next, the dance team 
performed the fast paced 
routine that won them 
the state championship 
for  competitive High 
Kick Routine. The dance, 
which was set to fierce 
pulse of “Womanizer” by 
Brittney Spears, looked 
like an intense excercise 
that should not be at-
tempted by amateurs.

The dance depart-
ment then slowed 
down the evening with 
a beautiful lyric inter-
pretation of “Who You 
Are” by Jessie J, which 

was chereographed and 
performed by the seniors 
of the department.

It was an emotional 
performance for the sen-
iors, who dedicated their 
performance to each 
other, and must have 
been thinking about 
their longitme coach, 
Rae Ransom Coleman, 
who gave birth on Friday 
to a healthy little boy.

Westlake’s newest 
dance teacher, Alicia 
Thompson, recognized 
a group of dancers for 
their efforts, including 
Nina Giddens as Best 
Freshman, Jensen Kel-
ley as Best Sophomore, 
Tiana Whiters as Best 
Junior, and Kendra Bai-
ley as Best Senior. 

The dance depart-
ment recognized all 
the seniors who had 
achieved the elusive 
dance pathway before 
highlighting Nya Stra-
chan as Most Improved, 
Faith Rockward as Best 
Performer, and Amber 

Gonsalves as Best Chore-
ographer.

The dance depart-
ment also celebrated 
Rochelle. Thornwell, who 
opperates lights, with 
the Technical Theatre 
Award and Amber Gon-
zalves with the Direc-
tor’s Award, the highest 
departmental honor.

The drama depart-
ment then offered two 
young poets who had 
written original poems, 
memorized them, and 
recited them with stage 
presence.

Aaliyah McMiller 
presented her piece 
“A Heart’s Blossom,” 
and Katelyn Burnett 
recited her poem “Our 
Universe.” Both young 
women hit it out of the 
ballpark with their am-
bitious and well written 
poetry.

The orchestra fol-
lowed, making poetry 
through music with fun 
and funky numbers 
like “Hyperdrive” and 

“Orange Jam” before Ms. 
Kimbraly Grimes began 
distributing awards. 

Orchestra students 
recgonized were Toyin 
Herbert and Monique 
Edwards for Most Im-
proved and David Derix-
on, Jasmine Taylor, and 
Anya Walton for Most 
Oustanding Seniors. 

Other orchestra stu-
dents recognized includ-
ed Edima Ubom, Destiny 
Bell, Jasmine Middle-
brook, Kirlisa Broxton, 
Asia Kim, Coffee Brown, 
Aspen Humes, Chelsea 
Carter, Destny Black, and 
Janae Jones, who appar-
ently makes for a tough 
assistant when she helps 
Ms. Grimes.

Ms. Grimes then in-
troduced a special guest 
to the stage. It turns 
out that Westlake had 
extended an invitation 
to the Tri-Cities orches-
tra to play a guest spot 
in the concert, which 
allowed the students to 
network across schools 
and learn from each 
other.  

The Tri-Cities direc-
tor, Christopher Mosley, 
is a Westlake alumnus, 
and Ms. Grimes obvious-
ly taught him well, be-
cause Tri-Cities sounded 
great as they performed 
“Lullaby,” an idiosyncrat-

ic “The Labryinth and 
the Mad King,” and “Who 
Can I Run To.”

The evening then 
concluded with an ex-
tended set from West-
lake’s award winning 
jazz band, a multi-horn 
ensemble that blasts the 
music with passion and 
pride, sells it with the 
saxaphones, and keeps it 
mellow with the bases.

If you have not yet 
heard Westlake’s jazz 
band in action, then you 
are missing out on a 
professional quality jazz 
experience.

The jazz band per-
formed legendary jazz 
songs such as “Work 
Song,” “Blue Bossa,” and 
“Chameleon,” and the 
multi-talented Justice 
Marshall added vocals 
for classy renditions of 
“Take the ‘A’ Train,” “In a 
Mellow Tone,” and “Sum-
mertime.”

We are privillaged 
to have so much quality 
art thriving in our own 
school. If you did not get 
a chance to attend the 
Spring Concert, look out 
for next year, or in the 
case of the jazz band, 
whenever Atlanta wises 
up and starts bringing 
them into the best clubs 
and festivals! W
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END OF THE YEAR ART DISPLAYED IN FINE ARTS LOBBY
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SPORTS NEWS

WESTLAKE WELCOMES NEW HEAD FOOTBALL COACH

BY ALEXANDRA BATES
ATLANTA - Please help 
me in welcoming our 
new head football coach 
Mr. Kareem Reid.  

Coach Reid comes 
with a successful back-
ground that we believe 
with take our team to the 
next level. 

Coach Wilson, our 
Athletic Director, will be 
working with our foot-
ball booster to set up a 
meet and greet time with 
the new head football 
coach. 

He is excited about 
working with our stu-
dents and community.  

Please review Coach 
Reid’s biography to learn 

more about him. 
COACH REID’S  
BIOGRAPHY

A native of North Mi-
ami, FL Coach Kareem 
Reid comes to Westlake 
after a three-year stint 
as Head Football Coach 
at Coconut Creek High 
School in Broward 
County Florida. 

Coach Reid brings 9 
years of coaching expe-
rience with him from 
Florida and Georgia.

Playing collegiately 
at both the Univer-
sity of Kentucky and the 
University of Central 
Florida, Coach Reid let-
tered as a Defensive End 
and participated on the 

first bowl team in school 
history at UCF. 

Upon graduating 
from UCF in 2006 with 
his B.A. in Criminal 
Justice, he immediately 
began coaching as the 
Defensive Coordina-
tor and Defensive Line 
coach at Fort Pierce 
Westwood High School 
from 2007-2009. 

At Westwood, Coach 
Reid fielded a defense 
which featured future 
2015 NFL first round 
pick Khalil Mack of the 
Oakland Raiders. 

In 2009, Reid relo-
cated to the Atlanta, GA 
where he furthered his 
coaching career at Cedar 

Grove High School. 
Serving as Defensive 

Line Coach and Co-De-
fensive Coordinator, Reid 
was a part of a success-
ful run to the quarterfi-
nals of the GHSA play-
offs in 2010.

His defenses featured 
DeKalb County’s leader 
in sacks three years in 
a row. 

His next stop would 
be a brief stint at Peb-
blebrook High School for 
the 2012 season, where 
he was the programs 
Defensive Coordinator 
before taking over the 
post as Head Football 
Coach at Coconut Creek 
High School in 2013.

Inheriting a program 
that went 1-19 in the 
previous 2 years before 
Reid’s arrival, Coach 
Reid engineered a re-
markable turnaround in 
a short three-year span.

After his first season 
Reid was nominated as 
the FACA District 13-6A 
Coach of The Year. 

In 2015, he was 
nominated as the Coco-
nut Creek High School 
Teacher of the Year. 

Coach Reid’s 2015 
team was ranked in the 
National High School 
Football preseason top 
100 and was highlighted 
by an unprecedented 
three U.S. Army All-

Americans. 
Reid’s 2015 senior 

class featured 7 full 
scholarship signees on 
National Signing Day, 
headed to schools such 
as Clemson, Miami, 
Ohio State and Arkansas 
amongst others.

*****
We are excited to add 

your experience to our 
Westlake tradition. The 
turnaround you orches-
trated at Coconut Creek 
is impressive, and it 
seems like it will fit our 
Return to Glory model 
that has guided our team 
so well for these past 
seasons. Thanks for join-
ing the Lions, Coach! W

GIRLS TENNIS TEAM GOES 3 ROUNDS DEEP AT STATE

BY CAMILLE QUICK
ATLANTA - The West-
lake Girls’ Tennis Team 
had a great 2015-2016 
season filled with suc-
cessful matches and 
strong friendships.

We made it to Re-
gionals by being one of 
the top four teams in 
6A Region 3. At Region-
als, we had a tough first 
round but still managed 
to finish in third place. 

East Coweta was ranked 
first, Newnan second, 
Westlake third, and 
Douglas County fourth.

In the State Champi-
onships, we were able to 
have victories in the first 

rounds, but not without 
nail-biting singles 3 and 
doubles 1 matches. We 
beat Lakeside-Dekalb 
3 - 2, but unfortunately, 
our team met its match 
when we played Lam-

bert in the third round 
of the playoffs. Regard-
less, as stated before, the 
team had an excellent 
season. Sadly, the team 
will graduate five senior 
players: two singles 

players, one of which is 
a captain, two doubles 
players, and our team 
manager. Nevertheless, 
the underclassmen wish 
them good luck in their 
college careers! W
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SPORTS NEWS

MARTIAL ARTIST HAS FRONT ROW SEAT AT OLYMPICS
BY STAFF 
ATLANTA - This sum-
mer, an estimated four 
billion people worldwide 
will tune into the 2016 
Olympics to watch the 
best athletes in the world 
compete, but a West-
lake senior could have 
a much better seat than 
those in front of their 
televisions.

Dorontay McCoy 
has told us that he is 
currently weighing an 
invitation to accompany 
Team USA’s taekwondo 
team to Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil, where he will get 
to see the best of the best 
compete.

Three U.S. athletes 
have qualified for Team 
USA at the Pan Ameri-
can Qualification Tour-
nament---Paige McPher-
son, Steven Lopez, and 
Stephen Lambdin. 

Though he will not 
compete, by travelling to 
Rio, Dorontay will have 
unparalleled access to 
fellow athletes, train-
ing opportunities, and 
the Olympic festivities, 
which has been a life-
long dream.

“As a kid, I used to 
watch Bruce Lee movies 
and impersonate Jackie 
Chan and Jet Li. I would 
be doing tricks off my 
bed all the time. One 
day, I had done a kick 
and broken a lamp, so 
my mom decided that I 
should do a class before 
I broke everything in my 
room.”

Dorontay began go-
ing to a local training 
facility near Greenbrier, 
where he has been in-
structed by family friend 
Master John Brown

“I liked it at first, 
because my master was 
real nice, and I got to 
play, but as I got older, 
there was more disci-
pline, and I got more 
humble. I became more 
calm and disciplined.”

Dorontay began to 
embrace that discipline 
as a core part of his per-
sonality and one that he 
obviously takes a great 
deal of pride in cultivat-
ing.

“Discipline will calm 
you down and keep you 
from getting a temper. 
I hardly ever get mad. 

How I am now, it’s how 
I always am. And it 
teaches you that if you 
get into a fight, you can 
actually protect yourself 
without hitting the other 
person.” 

This is an important 
tenet in Taekwondo, 
which teaches how to 
conserve your energy, 
maintain equilibrium, 
breath purposefully, act 
with speed to maximize 
force, and use your op-
ponent’s energy against 
him rather than use 
your own.

“The style of fight-
ing that I do is called 
Mu Duk Kwan, which 
is a basic combination 
of kicks, punches, and 
blocks,” explained Dor-
ontay. 

“We specialize in 
blocking, so I should be 
able to block every hit 
that comes my way. I 
give off a few punches, 
but it is really about 
disabling people, using 
the sternum to make 
someone bounce back. 
I take Taekwondo too to 
keep me up to date.”

Mu Duk Kwan, which 

means roughly “School 
of Martial Virtue,” is 
a martial art that was 
developed in Korea in 
1945 by Hwang Kee, who 
wanted to fuse together 
older ideas in a form 
that could be used for 
self-protection.

Two decades later, the 
South Korean govern-
ment decided to unify 
the various schools of 
Mu Duk Kwan, Tan Soo 
Do, Soo Bak Do, and 
other Korean martial 
arts into the unified 
Taekwondo that we 
know today.

Doronotay, however, 
seems to choose many 
of the Japanese and Chi-
nese words from karate 
tradition rather than the 
Korean words, prefer-
ring “dojo” over “dojang” 
or “kwan” and “master” 
over “sabonim” or “kwan 
jang,” perhaps the signs 
of a young and hip mod-
ern training facility.

And how does Dor-
onotay train at his dojo?

“After school, I run 
a few miles, and at the 
dojo, Master Brown has 
me do sit ups and push 

ups. He has me do my 
daily fighting routine 
over and over until it is 
perfected. My dojo lead-
er personally trains me, 
so we fight all day long 
until we get it right and 
I can sense a hit coming 
and prevent it.” 

Dorontay sees train-
ing as being a complete 
way of living.

“I eat right, salads 
and things that don’t 
slow me down. No burg-
ers. I love burgers, but 
I know it will slow me 
down.”

Dorontay also spe-
cifically makes sure that 
he does not build too 
much muscle mass as he 
trains.

“I don’t lift too many 
weights, because I don’t 
want to get too strong 
and slow.” 

Agility and flexibility 
has been a key for Dor-
notay, who has posted a 
lifetime record of  149 
and 15. 

“Tournaments are 
almost every weekend 
thing. I can’t fight right 
now, though, because 
my master set me down 

BY CAMILLE QUICK
ATLANTA - The West-
lake Girls’ Tennis Team 
had a great 2015-2016 
season! We made it to 
Regional’s by being one 
of the top 4 teams in 
the 6A region. We had 
a tough first round, but 
still managed to finish in 

3rd place. We were able 
to have victories in the 
first 2 rounds of State 
Championships, but 
not without nail-biting 
singles 3 and doubles 1 
matches. Unfortunately, 
the team met its match 
when we played Lam-
bert High School in the 

3rd round of State. But 
regardless, as stated 
before, the team had an 
excellent season. Sadly, 
the team will be losing 
5 of its players: 2 singles 
players, one of which 
is a captain, 2 doubles 
players, and our team 
manager. But neverthe-

less, the rest of the girls 
wish them good luck in 
their college careers.

TRACK STAR INVITED TO NIKE ELITE SPRINT CAMP

BY 
ATLANTA - Nike Run-
ning has  invited West-
lake track and field 
standout Kennedy Sim-
mon to attend 2016 Nike 
Elite Sprint Camp.

Simmon and the 
other top sprinters from 
around the country will 

receive an all-expense-
paid trip to the Nike 
World Headquarters in 
Portland, Orgeon.

The invited athletes 
will race a 400m race in 
front of 20,000 fans at 
historic Hayward Field, 
the home of the Orgeon 
Ducks, the premeire col-

lege track and field team 
in the United States,

Hayward Field is a 
cherished landmark at 
nearly 100 years old, and 
it has been renovated by 
Phil Knight, founder of 
Nike, and other donors 
to remain a state of 
the art facility. It regu-

larly serves as host of 
big meets, including the 
NCAA Championships, 
USATF Championships, 
and the Olympic Trials.

The following day, 
Simmon and the other 
young athletes will at-
tend the Prefontaine 
Classic, where they will 

watch the best athletes 
in the world compete.

The Prefontaine Clas-
sic is a 43 year old meet 
with tremendous history 
that is now part of the 
IAAF Diamond League.

Congratulations on 
your selection for this 
prestigious event that 

draws on the traditions 
of the University of 
Orgeon and Nike, two 
of the most imprtant 
brands in running. The 
Nike Elite Sprint Camp 
will be held in Portland, 
Oregon between May 
25th and May 29th. W

and explained that we 
needed to train instead 
of going to tournaments.”

If Dorontay goes to 
Brazil, he plans to help 
the team by hitting the 
tape, a strategy that ath-
letes ranging from foot-
ball players to gymnasts 
know deeply.

“I will be watching 
videos of all the fighters 
and seeing if I can find 
any weaknesses,” said 
Dorontay.

Unfortunately, we 
will not be able to do the 
same to watch Doron-
tay’s skills in action.

“My master does not 
allow video, so there are 
a few pictures, but we do 
not have any videos.” 

On May 30th, Team 
USA will announce its 
judo competitors, which 
will be assembled from 
the world’s top 22 men 
and 14 women rather 
than from a qualifying 
tournament. Then, hope-
fully in the 2020 games 
in Japan, karate will 
finally make its overdue 
Olympic entrance. Have 
fun every step of the 
way, Dorontay! W
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CALENDAR OF SCHOOL EVENTS

Senior Class Breakfast ....................................... 5/16 
DATE: Monday 5/16 
PLACE: Cafeteria @ 9:00am - 11:30am

Senior Yearbook Signing Party .................... 5/16 
DATE: Monday 5/16 
PLACE: Auditorium @ 10:00am - 12:00pm

Girl Golf State Tournament ............................ 5/16 
DATE: Monday 5/16 

PLACE: Sunset Country Club in Moultrie, GA

Spring Signing Day ............................................ 5/17 
DATE: Tuesday 5/17 
PLACE: Auditorium @ 2:30pm - 3:30pm 

NHS & BETA Club Induction........................... 5/17 
DATE: Tuesday 5/17 

PLACE: Auditorium @ 6:30pm - 8:00pm

Senior Class Picnic .............................................. 5/18 
DATE: Wednesday 5/18 

PLACE: Practice Field @11:00am - 3:30pm

TSA Banquet........................................................... 5/18 
DATE: Wednesday 5/18 

PLACE: Cafeteria @6:00pm - 7:30pm

Randolph Elementary Graduation............. 5/19 
DATE: Thursday 5/19 

PLACE: Auditorium @6:30pm - 8:00pm

Football Spring Game ...................................... 5/19 
DATE: Thursday 5/19 
PLACE: Auditorium @7:00pm - 9:00pm 

Westlake High School Graduation............ 5/20 
DATE: Friday 5/20  
PLACE: Georgia Dome @ 7:00pm

Freda Walker Chorus Celebration .............. 5/21 
DATE: Saturday 5/21 

PLACE: Cafeteria @2:00pm - 9:00pm

SAT Exam (Actual Exam).................................... 6/4 
DATE: Saturday 6/4 
PLACE: Cafeteria @8:30am - 1:30pm

ACT Exam (Actual Exam)................................... 6/11 
DATE: Saturday 6/11 

PLACE: Cafeteria @8:30am - 1:30pm

STUDENTS OF THE DAY

THURSDAY 5/19 LENA DENNIS, KIYAH ELIAS, and AMINATA 

SECKA are reliable students who may often fly under the radar but 

always makes huge impacts on those around them. They are excel-

lent students and hard workers. (Nominated by Mr.  Gossett) FAITH 

DUPREE has a glowing personality and a knack for poetry and model-

ling. Faith is an all-around talent. (Nominated by Mr.  Gossett) JUSTICE 

MARSHALL has a ridiculous amount of talent in her writing, music, 

singing, and politically minded rants. There is no more opinionated 

student or fervent feminist at Westlake, and I hope Justice will con-

tinue pushing the envelope for the good of everyone. (Nominated by 

Wednesday 5/25 

Justin Kemp

Saturday 5/28 

Eboni Morris

Tuesday 5/24 

David Sims JR

Sunday 5/22 

Dyami McKinney

SENIOR BIRTHDAYS

Saturday 5/21 

Roschelle Thornwell

Friday 5/20 

DaShawn Hunt

Wednesday 5/18 

Jarrett Cornelius

Thursday 5/19 

Queemoy Boyce

tion, humor, and sincerity.  (Nominated by Mr.  Gossett) AKIL RUSSELL 

steadfastly commits himself to the classroom and the soccer field. I al-

ways feel like Akil is giving his most and will continue to be an example 

of honest hard work throughout college and life. Akil is built to be a 

community leader. (Nominated by Mr.  Gossett)

WEDNESDAY 5/18 DAVID-DENNIS MORGAN’s friends know him as a 

great listener, deep thinker, and superb librarian in the making. David 

should be an example to all young men about how to earnestly lis-

ten and observe. (Nominated by Mr.  Gossett) TAYLAR WARREN has a 

tremendously professional voice during our morning announcements 

and could transition into radio. Next year, I have no doubt that she will 

flourish with all the opportunities she will find at college. (Nominated 

by Mr.  Gossett) ASIA GRANT is an intellectual powerhouse who has a 

maturity and sensibility that few high schoolers possess. When it comes 

time to celebrate our best and brightest, we should not overlook her, be-

cause Asia’s trajectory will take her far, and I am thrilled to see where 

she eventually lands in her future distinguished profession. (Nominat-

ed by Mr. Gossett) DEREKA THOMAS answers to a higher standard 

and never lets up on her pursuit for doing what is right. Dereka is a true 

academic and independent learner, and I would not be surprised to see 

her as a college professor, professional journalist, medical researcher, 

constitutional lawyer, heart surgeon, or anything she wants to pursue. 

(Nominated by Mr.  Gossett) JAMIL GREEN brings an earnest enthu-

siasm to the classroom that is a gift to a teacher. Jamil draws great art, 

writes deep poetry, and shines with his smile. Jamil is the definition of 

an inspired student, and the more his peers listen to him, the more they 

learn. (Nominated by Mr.  Gossett) DAQUAN WALKER has an easy way 

of making people smile, laugh, and feel confident about themselves. 

Daquan has a unique way to positively impact the classroom by keep-

ing it light and breezy. (Nominated by Mr.  Gossett)

MONDAY 5/16 CHALESIA SEON is a jewel to teach. She is on task, learning, and growing 

daily. Chalesia takes extra time to practice Spanish outside of class. She is proactive and 

motivated, and she has been a stellar student and a wonderful person in her character. 

I am sure she will continue to be at the top in all that she does. I am so proud of you, 

Chalesia. (Nominated by Senora Queen-James)  ADAISYER NORTH is a model student. 

She comes to class every day with an overwhelmingly positive attitude and an infectious 

eagerness to learn. Last week, she even took extra time out of several school days to make 

up an ACT mock test (which she originally missed because she was taking AP and EOC 

Monday 5/16 

Jasmine Francois

Wednesday 5/18 

Ahmad Cade II

tests). She’s destined for great things! (Nominated by Mr. Kitron)

TUESDAY 5/17 DEANNA MORELAND, ALLANA HUDSON, and ALISON BELL are flaw-

less students who are true classroom leaders. They are not only grade conscious but char-

acter conscious and present their best selves at all time. Deanna, Allana, and Alison are 

going to be great assets for their colleges because they are ideal students for the next 

level. (Nominated by Mr.  Gossett) MYA DOWDELL is a kind and responsible student 

who has the difficult task of having a mother work at Westlake, but Mya blazes a trail on 

her own through her steady classwork and funny comments. Thank you for your dedica-

Monday 5/30 

Kierra Calhoun

Mr.  Gossett) JALEN BROWN is an observant dream 

of a student who spends his spare time writing sur-

prisingly polished fan fiction and novellas. If Jalen 

keeps at it, he will have a hit dystopian story on his 

hands in the next four or five years. (Nominated by 

Mr.  Gossett)

FRIDAY 5/20 NAJAE BUTLER just put Westlake Golf 

on the map with a tremendous round in the state 

tournament, where she was the runner up for the championship. Najae is a hard worker who battles nerves to perform well. 

If you want advice on how to perform consistently and manage high expectations, go ask this junior how she does it. (Nomi-

nated by Mr.  Gossett) KENNEDY SIMON  and RAINEY ANDERSON are wonderful examples of how students can balance 

academics, athletics, and humility. Both Kennedy and Rainey are internationally ranked runners, but you would never know 

it because they keep everything in perspective. Congratulations to the entire track teams for their accomplishments this year, 

with special congratulations going to such humble young leaders. (Nominated by Mr.  Gossett) EBONY STRONG not only has a 

strong set of pipes, but she has a strong work ethic and glowing spirit. Ebony brings cheer to a classroom just as much as she 

brings an audience to cheers. Go watch any performance this girl is a part of! (Nominated by Mr.  Gossett)
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