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Come to express your voice!
Thursday, April 21th 

Westlake HS Media Center, 6:00 PM
Executive Board Election Night

ELECTION FOR 
PTSA NEARS

 

Learn how to celebrate all week long 
thanks to the Science Club  
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3)

CELEBRATE EARTH 
DAY ALL WEEK

 

You can still donate by  
using the QR code above.  

Thank you SkillsUSA for coordi-
nating this event!

DID YOU MISS THE  
DIABETES WALK?

 
 

Prom Theme: A Night in Paris  
Date : Saturday, April 23, 2016

Time: 8pm-12am 
Location : Delta Flight Museum 

(CONTINUED PAGE)

STUDENTS READY
FOR PROM

WESTLAKE, ALL WE DO IS WIN
Najae Butler wins the regional title for golf  

Communities in Schools nabs two state titles 
Allana Hudson takes top prizes in the State Science Fair 

 Swimmer named South Atlanta Positive Athlete of the Year
Art students featured at Dogwood Festival and on TV news

BY STAFF
ATLANTA- This has been 
a year with many wins 
for Westlake, but we have 
to consider the past few 
weeks to be a win streak.

Athletics? Najae But-
ler just won region for 
girls golf and has po-
sitioned herself to go 
straight to the state tour-
nament, where she is 
primed to finish high if 
not on top (PAGE 9).

Clubs and activities? 
Community in Schools 

has seen three students 
win big prizes including 
laptops and scholarships 
for their writing, technol-
ogy skills, and creative 
expression (PAGE 5).

Academics? Allana 
Hudson placed second in 
the entire state of Geor-
gia for her stunningly 
ambitious science fair 
project, and four other 
students won at region 
(PAGE 6).

Community Service? 
Positive Athletes Georgia 

has selected two West-
lake athletes as positive 
members of their com-
munities and will recog-

nize them in a big awards 
ceremony (PAGE 9). 

Fine Arts? Three stu-
dents were selected as 

featured artists at the 
Dogwood Festival, and 
several Westlake stu-
dents were even featured 
on the local news, which 
recorded a package of 
them sketching (PAGE 8).

If there is a competi-
tion, regardless the type, 
it seems that Westlake is 
there and winning. Be-
tween our region cham-
pionship football team, 
high stepping champi-
onship marching band, 
state tournament berths 

for wrestling and swim-
ming, region champion 
raiders and rifle team, 
elite eight girls basketball 
team, and  state champi-
onship boys basketball 
team, we have become 
accustomed to winning.

Whether it is per-
sonal victories for stu-
dents, academic goals in 
the classroom, or clubs, 
sports, and organizations 
that want to go to the 
next level, let’s keep win-
ning, Westlake. W



SCHOOL NEWS

REMINDER: MORNING TARDIES REMINDER: STUDENT LUNCHES
BY MS. BATES
ATLANTA -When 
enjoying lunch, please 
be reminded about the 
following guidelines.

First, students are 
not permitted to leave 
campus during lunch. As 
tempting as it might be 
for students with vehi-
cles to drive to get food 
of their choice, it is NOT 
permitted due to safety 
concerns.

Second, parents may 
drop off money if needed 
to purchase a school 
lunch, however, no food 
should be brought to stu-
dents during lunch. We 
simply do not have the 
resources in our front 
office to facilitate that 
process.

Third, students are 
permitted to bring in 
lunch from home, but 
please keep in mind that 

there will be no access to 
microwaves to warm up 
the food. 

Unfortunately, the 
county has explained 
that we cannot purchase 
microwaves due to con-
cerns about food safety, 
food sanitation, and 
student safety.

With these three de-
tails in mind, we hope all 
enjoy their lunch period 

experience! W 
 

BY MS. BATES
ATLANTA -It is critical 
that our students arrive 
to school on time each 
day. The first bell rings 
at 8:20am.  Our highest 
rate of tardies occurs 
during this time. 

We are seeing an 
increase this semester 
specifically with carpool 
riders who are late.  As 
we prepare for EOC and 

Advanced Placement 
(AP) exams it is critical 
for students to arrive to 
school on time.  The 1st 
15 minutes of each class 
begins with test prepara-
tion.  

We have about in-
structional days (consid-
ering our A/B schedule) 
for these exams. If a 
student is just 5 minutes 
late for these 30 days 
that e-mails to 150 min-

utes of lost instructional 
time. We are here to 
ensure that every child 
reaches their full poten-
tial, but can only do that 
when they are present.  

Students that ride 
the school bus even if its 
late will not be marked 
tardy, so please encour-
age your child to ride the 
bus.  

The following are the 
consequences for being 
tardy to school:

Please be advised that 

juniors and seniors desiring 

to participate in prom and 

other activities will have 

additional behavioral and 

attendance expectations in 

order to participate. These 

expectations will be clearly 

communicated to students 

and parents 

Also, please be advised, 

that student drivers may 

lose their on campus driv-

ing privileges if they are 

found in violation of our 

tardy policy. W

CYBERSERCURITY OPPORTUNITY 
BY HERB MATTORD
ATLANTA - Kennesaw 
State University (KSU) 
is current soliciting ap-
plicants for a summer 
workshop in Cyberse-
curity for High School 
teachers within the Met-
ropolitan Atlanta region.

The workshop in-
cludes instruction on an 
online course and two 
days of on-site instruc-
tion scheduled for June 
17-18, 2016.

Kennesaw State Uni-
versity will sponsor 
25 Metro-Atlanta high 
school teachers. Success-
ful applicant will have 
experience in teaching 
computer-based classes.

KSU will cover the 
costs associated with the 
instruction and meals 
during the two-day on-
site instruction. 

Those completing 
the entire program, in-
cluding the certification 
exam, will earn an Entry 
Level Certified Cyberse-

curity Instructor (CCI-E) 
Certificate. 

The program will con-
sist of an online course 
(Massive Open Online 
Course - MOOC) on “Cy-
bersecurity and its 10 
Domains”, and continue 
with an on-site two day 
workshop scheduled for 
June 17-18 (Friday & 
Saturday) where partici-
pants will receive addi-
tional cybersecurity and 
security awareness in-
struction, including how 
to create, organize and 
conduct cybersecurity 
curriculum. 

Once selected for the 
program, participants 
will be expected to com-
plete the first two mod-
ules of the MOOC prior 
to the on-site workshop 
and the entire MOOC by 
the end of the summer of 
2016 in order to receive 
completion certificates, 
and reimbursement for 
MOOC registration. 

Upon completion of 

the program, partici-
pants will be prepared 
to discuss and teach in-
troductory cybersecurity 
and security awareness 
topics, including hands-
on computer laboratory 
exercises. 

By the end of 2016, 
participants must submit 
a self-assessment reflec-
tion paper indicating 
how the instruction has 
improved their ability to 
teach cybersecurity top-
ics and planned curricu-
lum in cybersecurity at 
their institution. 

For further informa-
tion about program re-
quirements, please refer 
to the QR Code above..W

BY STAFF
ATLANTA- The student 
talent show, which will 
be held in a two weeks, 
gathers huge student 
interest each year..

Between the dozens 
of students who audi-
tion, the performers 
who make the cut, and 
the students who attend 
to watch their peers 
perform, hundreds of 
Westlake students cel-
ebrate the varied talent 
we have at the school.

This year, however, 
there will be a special 
attraction added to the 

talent show: teachers.
Several teachers, 

administrators, and staff 
members have agreed 
to lend their talents to 
a special category of 
perform. Their perfor-
mances will include rap, 
spoken word, musical 
instruments, dance, 
strolling, and singing.

The addition of teach-
ers to the talent show 
is an exciting enhance-
ment that promises 
surprises for students.

Students, can you 
imagine your teacher 
rapping? Your admin-

istrator playing the 
saxophone? Your math 
teacher singing? Well, 
if these are difficult for 
you to imagine, then you 
have to come see it to 
believe it. 

There is also still time 
for teachers to join the 
talent show, so please 
encourage your teachers 
to join!

The talent show will 
debut in  the auditorium 
on Friday April 29th, 
Tickets are $7 and will 
go on sale on April 20th. 
Please plan to attend 
and enjoy. W

TEACHERS AND ADMINISTRATORS JOIN TALENT SHOW
 
Ms. Hernandez (Rap)
Ms. Oliver (Spoken Word)  
Mr. Robinson (Saxophone)
Ms. Grimes (Violin)
 
Ms. Thompson (Dance)
 
Ms. Harvey, Gwyn, Gonsalves,  
 
Bolden, Mitchell, Young (Strolling)
Ms. Walker (Singing)  
Mrs.  James-Queen (Singing)  
 
Mrs. Gladden (Singing)  

NEW OPPERTUNTIES AT WHS
 

Project Based Learning Training
Learn more about project based learning by using the QR Code below.

 Training:  July 26th , July 27th , and July 28th ($100/day)
 An additional $500 towards materials and supplies
 Two project planning professional development days
 If interested, please complete the link below by April 29, 2016

http://tinyurl.com/PBL101Cohort1

New Testing Adiminstrative Assistant  
(Testing Coordinator)

*Lead in implementing a schoolwide assessment plan
*Lead professional development in data analysis and data use

*Instructional observations
*Additional operational tasks

If interested, resume and letter of intent is to due  
Friday April 15, 2016  to Bates via e-mail

2 Monday 
April 18, 2016
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Milestones Bell Schedule
April 25th – May 6th 

Block 1: 8:20 A.M. – 11:57 A.M. (95 min.)
                

Block 2: 12:05 P.M. – 3:30 P.M. (95 min.)

Lunch for P.M. Testers
11:28 A.M. – 11:58 A.M. (30 min.)

A Lunch
11:58 A.M.—12:22 P.M. (30 min.)

B Lunch  
12:28 P.M.—12:52 P.M. (30 min.)

C Lunch  
12:58 P.M.—1:22 P.M. (30 min.)

D Lunch  
1:28 P.M – 1:52 P.M. (30 min.)

WESTLAKE PUBLISHES EOC TESTING SCHEDULE

DISCOUNT DESIGNER AGENDAS ON SALE NOW

BY COACH BOWEN
ATLANTA- The Westlake 
High School Volleyball 
Team has an amazing 
opportunity for you. 

We are selling Lily 
Pulitzer 2016 Agendas 
for only $5. The retail 
price of these agendas 
is $30. 

These agendas are a 
great way to stay organ-
ized and include a full 
calendar for the year. 
They are also available 
in three designs.

These also make 
great gifts for loved ones, 
teachers, employees, etc. 

Keep your social 

schedule in order (and 
in style) with your 
new planner, running 
January 2016 through 
December 2016. 

There are plenty of 
new features in this 
year’s agenda, includ-
ing a monthly reference 
view added to calendar 

pages, stickers, new 
graphics throughout to 
make you smile, and a 
new Palm Beach travel 
guide and journal sec-
tion. 

This hard cover 
planner is durable (with 
a reinforced binding) 
and will safeguard your 

plans all year long. 
No matter if you need 

this as your assignment 
book for school, or your 
daily and monthly plan-
ner for your busy life, 
you will love your Lilly 
Agenda. 

Please consider help-
ing out the Westlake 

High School Volleyball 
Team by donating to our 
cause and/or buying 
Lilly Pulitzer agendas.

Monies raised will 
be used to offset student 
athletic fees and provide 
necessary equipment for 
our team. 

Thanks, again. W

SHOW YOUR PRIDE WITH WESTLAKE CAR MAGNET

BY COACH GOSSETT
ATLANTA- Between  our 
atheltics, academics, arts, 
clubs, organizations, and 
community service, we 
have overflowing West-
lake Pride, and the swim 
team has found a new 
way for us to show it on a 
daily basis.

Westlake’s swim team 

is selling “W” car mag-
nets that sport the offi-
cial school logo, a blue 
lion leaping through a W, 
for $5.

Even though the $5 
goes to swim team as a 
fundraiser, it does not 
say “swim team,” so the 
magnet can go on any 
Westlake lover’s car.

It is also important 
to note that this is not a 
sticker, so the “W” will 
not damage your car by 
leaving sticker residue. 

Also, because it is 
magnetic, the “W” can 
double as a refrigerator 
magnet or decoration on 
any magnetic surface. 

This fundraiser was 

brainstormed AJ Orea’s 
mother, Marcia Orea. If 
you know her, please let 
her know she hit it out of 
the park! 

If any clubs or ac-
tivities would like to buy 
them in bulk and then 
distribute, we can do that 
as well. We want to get as 
many magnets on cars 

as possible, of course to 
support our swim team 
budget but also to raise 
the profile of Westlake 
through our rides!

Clubs and activities, 
please email any ques-
tions about bulk orders 
to the following county 
email: gossetts@fulton-
schools.org.

If you would like to 
buy a “W” car magnet, 
please have your student 
stop by Coach Gossett’s 
room (467) with $5. 

Parents, you will re-
ceive a receipt for your 
purchase along with the 
magnet, plus unques-
tionable Westlake Pride 
for your ride. W

3 Monday 
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BY STAFF
ATLANTA - The Gate 
City Bar Association is 
accepting applications 
for the Justice Robert 
Benham Law Camp, our 
annual summer pro-
gram for minority high 
school students in the 
Atlanta area.

Eligible students, ris-
ing 10th, 11th, and 12th 
grade students (for the 
2016-2017 school year) 
enrolled in a Georgia 
school, must be inter-
ested in pursuing law as 
a career and committed 
to actively participating 
in the camp’s three-week 
program. 

Students will be 
exposed to practicing 
minority lawyers and 
judges, and will be given 
an opportunity to tour 
various legal institu-
tions like the state and 

superior courts and the 
Georgia Supreme Court 
and Georgia Court of 
Appeals. 

Students will also 
be provided instruction 
on the basics of critical 

thinking and various 
areas of law, and will 
be given an opportu-
nity to work in a legal 
environment during the 
internship phase of the 
program. 

The two-week class 
instruction portion of the 
2016 Law Camp will be 
held June 6 to June 17, 
2016, and will be hosted 
by Georgia State Uni-
versity’s College of Law 

located in downtown 
Atlanta at 85 Park Place, 
N.E., Atlanta, Georgia 
30303.  

The internships will 
take place in a legal 
practice environment 

from June 20 through 
June 24, 2016.   

Georgia State Univer-
sity’s College of Law in 
conjunction with Clark 
Atlanta University’s Edu-
cational Talent Search 
Program are partnering 
with the Gate City Bar 
Association to provide 
support to this summer’s 
program.

To apply for the Jus-
tice Robert Benham Law 
Camp, download the ap-
plication through the QR 
Code and submit it by 5 
pm on Monday, May 2, 
2016. W

SUMMER EXPERIENCE FOR FUTURE LAWYERS

TAKING SAT ACHIEVEMENT TOTHE NEXT LEVEL
BY DEREKA THOMAS
ATLANTA - Standard-
ized tests.

Although they might 
not be something that 
most people look for-
ward to, they are a huge 
part of the American 
education system. The 
way students perform on 
standardized tests can 
drastically change their 
future. 

Test scores affect 
class placement, and for 
high school students, 
they affect what oppor-
tunities the students will 
have after graduation. 

The most popular and 
impactful standardized 
tests are taken by the en-
tire nation. One such test 
is the Preliminary SAT/
National Merit Scholar-
ship Qualifying Test.

The PSAT is most 
often taken by American 
high school students 
when they are in 9th, 
10th, and 11th grade. 
Freshmen and Sopho-
mores are not expected 
to know all of the mate-
rial on the PSAT. Their 
scores serve as progress 
reports and indicators 
of what subjects the 
students need to focus 
on when studying for the 
next test.

However, for high 
school Juniors, this test 
determines their eligibil-
ity for the National Merit 
Scholarship. Out of the 
1.5 million students that 
enter the National Merit 
Program by taking the 
PSAT, only 50,000 qualify 
for the program. From 
that group, only 7,400 
students will receive a 

scholarship award. 
Being recognized 

by the National Merit 
Scholarship Program in 
any capacity can assist 
students with standing 
out during the college 
application process. 

In addition to adding 
to students’ opportuni-
ties, the PSAT serves as 
an indicator for how 
students will score on 
the SAT. The SAT di-
rectly affects the colleges 
and universities that a 
student are eligible to 
attend. 

Because of their 
similar formatting and 
scoring, the PSAT is 
considered an important 
part of a child’s high 
school career. Whether 
they qualify for the Na-
tional Merit Scholarship 
or not, the PSAT is great 
practice for the SAT. 

Depending on 
where a student lives 
in America, they might 
learn slightly different 
versions of what stand-
ards could appear on 

the PSAT. Regardless of 
what content students 
have been exposed to in 
the years leading up to 
taking PSAT, their scores 
are viewed through the 
same lense. 

Fulton County has 
begun taking measures 
to level the playing field 
for their students. There 
are many resources 
to assist students with 
improving their perfor-
mance on standardized 
tests, but they are often 
expensive. These test 
prep courses can range 
from $299 to $6,600 
depending on the level 
of assistance students 
require. 

In addition to hav-
ing high costs, offline 
test prep courses are not 
available in all parts of 
the country. In fact, The 
Princeton Review did 
not offer any test prep 
courses in the same 
zip code as Westlake 
for under $2,760. The 
nearest test prep offered 
by Kaplan took place at 

Georgia Tech for $499.
Whether a student 

preferred to learn online 
or in person, the price 
would not change, and 
for some students this 
would mean that they 
would not be able to 
participate in these test 
prep courses.

To ensure that each 
student in Fulton County 
has access to the re-
sources they need to 
improve their test scores, 
the Fulton County Board 

of Education has intro-
duced a new, free way to 
study for the PSAT. Start-
ing this year, students 
who take the PSAT can 
use Khan Academy to 
review specific topics 
that they need to work 
on.  

By linking their PSAT 
test scores to their Khan 
Academy accounts, 
students register for free 
individualized test prep 
that would usually cost 
thousands of dollars. 

FCBOE hopes that 
this will improve student 
performance on the 
PSAT, but that can only 
happen if students reg-
ister for this service. As 
of right now only 2% of 
the 17,853 students who 
have taken the PSAT 
have registered. 

This is a great oppor-
tunity for students to im-
prove their  performance 
on a test that could 
change their future for 
the better. Fulton County 
has done their part, and 
now it is our time to do 
ours. W
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SCIENCE CLUB PLANS ACTIVITIES FOR EARTH WEEK
BY MS. CORDEIRO
ATLANTA - Next week, 
the United States will 
celebrate Earth Day, a 
holiday begun by en-
viromentalists in 1970 
to encourage people to 
safeguard their planet 
for coming generations.

Here at Westlake, 
the Science Club and 
Science National Honor 
Society announced that 
they will be hosting a 
series of events to cel-
ebrate the entire week. 

Earth Week will last 
from April 18-22, and 
each day will have a dif-

ferent theme.
Earth Day itself is 

April 22, and the clubs 
would like to build 
momentum across the 
week to ensure a ton of 
participation around the 
building on Earth Day.

Below are the themes. 
Hopefully we can all find 
ways to celebrate! W

MEATLESS MONDAY (MONDAY)
Go vegetarian with us for a day to reducer greenhouse gas emission and lower 
water usage for one day! Explore this healthy and earth-conscious lifestyle.

#HUGATREEWHS (TUESDAY)
There are over 50 types of trees living in the Atlanta area! Today, you should go 
hug at least one! Take a picture with your tree and tag it #HugATreeWHS

#BEAUTIFICATION DAY (WEDNESDAY)
Let’s give our little patch of Earth a makeover! Join SNHS as we beautify our 
campus. Everyone is welcome to join. More details to come. Please listen for 
announcements.

REUSABLE WATER BOTTLE DAY (THURSDAY)
Plastic water bottles have detrimental effects on our environment, so today we 
are not using them! Fill up your reusable bottle for a day of refreshment.

WEAR GREEN FOR EARTH DAY (FRIDAY)
Imitation is the sincerest form of flattery, so let’s dress like the earth! Wear 
green to show Mother Earth some love on Earth Day.

SCHOOL NEWS

BY STAFF
ATLANTA - Student 
members of Westlake’s 
chapter of Community 
in Schools, a nationwide 
mentoring program, 
have won big during 
Student Achievement 
Month (SAM), taking 
home first places in 
Written Expression and 
Computer Technology.

Nateisha Wingfield 
won first place in Writ-
ten Expression for her 
personal essay,  and 
Hershell Holliday won 
first place in Computer 
Technology for his Pow-
erPoint presentation.

To put Westlake’s 
success in perspective, 
there were only nine 
state finalist chosen 
across Georgia elemen-
tary, middle, and high 
schools, and between 
Nateisha and Hershell, 

Westlake won two of 
the three possible high 
school categories.

As a reward, Na-
teisha and Hershell  will 
enjoy an all-expenses 
paid informal reception 
at the Varisty, as well as 
an overnight stay at the 
downtown Hyatt Regern-
cy, one of the premeire 
hotels in Atlanta. 

The formal celebra-
tory luncheon will be 
held at the Hyatt on May 
11th, and at the cere-
mony, both students will 

recieve laptop comput-
ers, which have been 
provided by WalMart, as 
well as other prizes, in-
cluding a possible $1,000 
college scholarship.

Westlake scored so 
well in the competition 
that we will even have 
an additional student 
recongized at the formal 
luncheon. 

Region winner Bran-
don McCloud, who fell 
just short of this year’s 
state title, will receive a 
$25 WalMart gift card 

and $100 book scholar-
ship for the artwork he 
entered in the Creative 
Expression category.

Brandon, however, 
will have the rare privil-
lege of calling himself a 
back-to-back winner, be-
cause last year, he won 
first place in the state for 
his personal essay.

In fact, Westlake 
has established quite a 
legacy of success during 
Student Achievement 
Month (SAM).

We had two state 

winners in 2014 (Kyland 
Patterson for Written 
Expression and Jessieka 
Reaves  for Computer 
Technology), as well as 
two state winners in 
2015 (Brandon McCloud 
for Written Expression 
and Travis Riddle for 
Computer Technology).

This means that all 
together, six Westlake 
students have won six 
laptops for their hard-
work in the past three 
years!

Much of their suc-
cess can be traced to the 
woman who runs West-
lake’s chapter of Com-
munity in Schools (CIS), 

Dr. Demona Warren.
Not only has Dr. 

Warren established a 
mentoring program that 
supports 80 students 
schoolwide, but she has 
partnered with Heels in 
Motion to support local 
women’s shelters and 
been recognized on the 
national level for her 
dedication to CIS.

Under Dr. Warren’s 
leadership, Westlake’s 
CIS program continues 
to help great students 
succeed, whether it is 
the classroom or SAM 
competition.

Congratulations CIS 
on your state titles! W

COMMUNITY IN SCHOOLS WINS TWO STATE TITLES
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ALLANA HUDSON WINS BIG AT STATE SCIENCE FAIR
BY CIERRA BERRY, MIR-
ACLE NICHOLS, DESK-
DRIA SCOTT, TAYLOR 
MOSLEY, KIARA KNOX
ATLANTA - The week-
end before Spring Break 
was a great one for Al-
lana Hudson, a Westlake 
Math and Science Mag-
net student who saw the 
labors of her summer 
internship pay off at the 
Georgia Science & Engi-
neering Fair.

How big was the pay 
off you ask? Well, when 

Allana presented her 
computer program that 
overlaid buoy data from 
the Gulf of Mexico onto 
an easily searchable 
Google Earth platform, 
she won second place in 
the state of Georgia.

This means Allana 
bested hundreds of other 
projects that had been 
presented at the school, 
county, region, and state 
level.

In fact, her research, 
work, and presentation 

were so strong that lead-
ing scientists in the real 
world took notice, in-
cluding members from 
the National Aeronaut-
ics and Space Adminis-
tration (NASA) and the 
National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administra-
tion (NAOAA).

In addition to her sec-
ond place finish, Allana 
was lauded with special 
accommodations from  
NASA, NOAA, and the US 
Air Force, all of whom 

chose Allana as a young 
scientist advancing sci-
ence for the good of the 
Earth. 

The final award given 
to Allana was an offer 
from the Genius Olym-
pics, which honored Al-
lana’s work and offered 
her a trip to their New 
York summer program,  
where she would be able 
to share her project, net-
work with other young 
scientists at a conference, 
and take group tours of 

Ivy League colleges.
Westlake has plenty 

to be proud of due to Al-
lana’s success, but it is 
important to note that we 
had a stunning amount 
of  Math and Science 
Magnet students make it 

all the way to Athens. 
In fact, a total of five 

students began their 
Spring Break with a trip 
to the University of Geor-
gia, where they compet-
ed at the fair.

(CONTINUED PAGE 7)   

6 Monday 
April 18, 2016



SCIENCE NEWS

(FROM PAGE 1)
The Georgia Science 

& Engineering Fair, pre-
sented by Green Power 
EMC, has a 68 year his-
tory, so it is quite an hon-
or for so many students 
to have won at region at 
risen to the highest level 
of competition. 

At the Regional Com-
petition, Westlake’s first 
place winners for Behav-
ioral and Social Science 
were  Xavier Maldonado 
and Jonathan Jones for 
their project, which was 
entitled “Using Motion 
Cameras to Improve Bi-
cycle Safety.”

Regional first place 
in Plant Scientists was 
awarded to Nina Gid-
dens, who developed a 
project under the name 
“The Allelopathy Effect.”

Regional second place 
in the ultra-competitive 
Biochemistry category 
was taken by Aaron 
Woolfolk, who presented 
“The Effect of Vitamin B1 
on the Fermentation of 
Yeast.”

BIKES
For their project, Xa-

vier and Jonathan identi-
fied an upcoming trend 
in Atlanta---bicycles.

Travelling by bike is 
becoming a more popu-
lar way of transporta-
tion in Atlanta with the 
introduction of the Silver 
Comet Trail and Beltline, 
but cyclists still face dan-
ger on the busy streets 
that they share with cars. 

In order to ensure 
Atlanta adapts to its 
rapidly growing cyclist 
population, bikers must 
be tallied, recorded, and 
measured. A system for 
finding out many cyclists 
are on the road does not 
currently exist, but that 
did not deter Westlake 
students. 

In order to improve 
the situation, Juniors, 
Jonathan Johnson and 
Xavier Maldonado cre-
ated the Bicycle Recog-
nition Sensor. “Basically, 
we made a camera us-
ing a Raspberry Pi and 
programmed the camera 
to automatically distin-
guish bicycles from mo-
tor vehicles,” Jonathan 
explained.

Once bicycles and 
cars are distinguished, 
the computer software 
will tally the number of 
bikes that pass on a given 
day. 

Thus, Jonathan and 
Xavier’s sensor is on 
verge of improving the 
structure of roads and 
providing safer transpor-
tation for both cyclists 
and motorists.  

A project of this cali-
bre could have a positive 
impact on modern soci-

ety and requires highly 
skilled students whom 
placed First in their cat-
egory of Behavioral and 
Social Science!

MAPS
Last Summer, Al-

lana Hudson interned at 
NASA’s Naval Space Unit 
and created a software 
system called the Geo-
spatial Meteorological 
Oceanographic Display 
System. 

“Essentially, the sys-
tem works through Goog-
le API to track the geo-
physical and biochemical 
aspect of the Gulf of Mex-
ico,” explained Allana.

Allana designed the 
program to inform us-
ers on the number of 
buoy’s are in the water, 
the height of chlorophyll 
levels in the water, and 
the surface temperature 
of the water. 

The first step for Al-
lana was to create the 
working system, so she 
used past information 
from the existing data 
between 1918 and 2010 
to model the possibilities 
for her program.

The next step will be 

for her to sync the pro-
gram with current data 
to get real-time infor-
mation from the ocean 
linked with the analyti-
cal capabilities of the 
program.

“The software is cur-
rently with the federal 
government. It is una-
vailable to civilians,” cau-
tioned Allana, who has 
seen practical use for her 
program. 

“It will be used by 
the Navy next year and 
maybe in the next three 
years, it will be available 
to civilians,” forecasted 
Allana. 

Allana, who was re-
cently accepted to the 
University of Georgia 
Tech for her strides in 
programming and mod-
elling, has also been able 
to take her creation to 
conferences, including 
Oceanographic Confer-
ence this past month.

Allana has done the 
extraordinary by bridg-
ing her project with aca-
demia and the real world.

PLANTS
As years go by, the 

need for natural ingredi-

ents in food and beauty 
products are growing.

For example, African 
American women are 
getting rid of their perm, 
which consists of chemi-
cals, and going the safe 
route of being “Natural.”

The idea of being 
natural is also popular in 
food production, where 
organic has become to a 
sought after quality. 

Did you know, howev-
er, that we are also on the 
cusp of a world with nat-
ural herbicides, another 
name for weed killers? 

If freshman phenom 
Nina Giddens has her 
way, then we might just 
see this happen in our 
lifetimes.

Nina has presented 
the “Allelopathy Effect,” 
a natural alternative 
to chemical herbicides 
that many fear can pol-
lute groundwater, cause 
diseases, or kill off vital 
insect populations indis-
criminately. 

Nina had her curios-
ity stoked by her neigh-
bor who was nearby, 
pulling weeds out of his 
garden, unwilling to use 

chemicals and hoping to 
eliminate their use in his 
garden. Nina began ex-
perimenting and made 
an allelopathic sub-
stance, juggalone, to help 
realize his efforts.

Before taking her ex-
periment to the Regional 
level, she tested her al-
lelopathic substance, as 
well as chemical herbi-
cides, on a series of test 
plants. 

After 10 days, Nina 
concluded that her natu-
ral substitute had done 
exceedingly well.

“My allelopathic sub-
stance did better than 
the chemical herbicides 
I had bought,” explained 
Nina.

After placing first in 
Plant Sciences and ad-
vancing to State, Nina 
now has the mindset to 
continue advancing the 
scope of her project.

“My hope is to find 
the maximum dilution 
of my herbicide to get 
the same result but not 
use as much,” said Nina, 
obviously contemplating 
an expanded use of her 
product.

She plans to test her 
product on both veg-
etables and weeds to see 
how different types of 
plants react to her solu-
tion. We look forward 
to seeing where the re-
search takes you, Nina!

VITAMINS
Aaron Woolfolk, also 

a freshman phenom, 
tackled a worldwide is-
sue by investigating fuel 
alternatives in an effort 
to reach energy sustain-
ability. You may not be 
accustomed to thinking 
of yeast, a product in 
bread and beer, as being 
an energy producer, but 
for Aaron, the fermenta-
tion of yeast was a much 
preferable source of en-
ergy than gasoline.

“Gasoline is not 
very eco-friendly, and I 
needed something eco-
friendly to replace it,” 
said Aaron, who began 
experimenting with his 
natural solution for en-
ergy production.

“I found the amount 
of Vitamin B1 it took for 
yeast to produce the most 
products, and by add-
ing a certain vitamin to 
yeast, it makes more eth-
anol and carbon dioxide,” 
said Aaron, obviously fa-
miliar with the biological 
intricacies of the process.

 His project, which 
sought to prove the Ef-
fect of Vitamin B1 on the 
fermentation on yeast, 
yielded fascinating re-
sults, but unfortunately, 
Aaron was left unsatis-
fied with how much he 
was able to accomplish.

“The results exceeded 
what I could do, and my 
hypothesis has unan-
swered,” explained Aar-
on.

Even though the pro-
ject did not meet Aaron’s 
high standards, it sounds 
like the unanswered hy-
pothesis only reflects 
the ambitious nature of 
his project, as well as a 
future avenue of study. 
After all, the judges were 
certainly impressed with 
his work, which earned 
a second place finish. If 
his goal was to impress 
the judges, then he suc-
ceeded!

 Aaron, Nina, Allana, 
Jonathan, and Xavier all 
incorporated so much 
brilliance and dedication 
into their experiments, 
so when you see them 
in the hallway, be sure to 
congratulate and encour-
age them for making it to 
Athens! 

Also, bring your dif-
ficult to solve technical 
problems to them so they 
can continue making the 
world a better place. W
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FINE ARTS NEWS

DOGWOOD FESTIVAL ARTISTS MAKE TV NEWS
BY STAFF
ATLANTA - One of 
Atlanta’s most beloved 
traditions is the Dog-
wood Festival, and this 
year, as the dogwoods 
bloomed, so did the tal-
ent of young artists from 
Westlake, many of whom 
made the news.

Three Westlake stu-
dents were featured as 
up-and-coming artists at 
this year’s Dogwood Fes-
tival, which is an 80 year 
long tradition that draws 
visual artists from across 
the country to set up 
shop in Piedmont Park, 
downtown’s premiere 
green space. 

Specifically, Kara 

Marcus, Xavier Maldan-
ado, and Tyana Woods 
were all selected by the 
Atlanta High School 
Art Exhibit (AHSAE) to 
display their  artwork 
displayed alongside 
other works created by 
local students.

In order to promote 
the Dogwood Festival’s 
partnership with local 
high schools, Fox 5 News 
filmed a teaser starring 
high school art students 
that aired at 8:22am on 
the Friday morning be-
fore the weekend event.  

Four Westlake art 
students participated in 
the teaser, which cen-
tered around a festival 
challenge dubbed an “Art 

Throwdown.” 
At the Art Throw-

down, our own Daisha 
White, Harry Daniel, 
Amber Kirlew, and 
Jabari Shabazz sat in a 
circle with peers from 
Holy Spirit Prep, Oconee 
County HS, and Tri-Cities 
HS and studied an eclec-
tic still life, which they 
then sketched. 

If you watch the com-
mercial and look closely, 
you can see some famil-
iar faces amongst the 
crowd, carefully con-
structing some elegant 
designs.

The Fox 5 film crew 
taped the creative 
process, but mainly, the 
wonderfully hammy 

reporter used the op-
portunity to tell jokes, 
especially at the expense 
of a suspiciously older 
sketcher who planted 
himself among the stu-
dents despite his press 
credentials.

The teaser success-
fully promoted the sec-
tion of the park run by 
AHSAE, an organization 
devoted to promoting 
excellence in high school 
art.

This year, if you 
visited the AHSAE sec-
tion, then you saw Kara, 
Xavier, and Tyana’s 
contribution in addition 
to the usual collection 
of painters, sketchers, 
sculptors, potters, and 
jewellers.

To be included in this 
big of a festival is a top 
honor and an economic 
opportunity to boot

That’s right! Our stu-
dents will be able to sell 
their artwork alongside 
the professional artists 
featured in the festival, 
which means that all 
three might walk away 
from the experience 
being able to call them-
selves paid artists.

AHSAE received 
714 submissions from 
around the state but only 
accepted 148, so West-
lake’s art department 
is celebrating earning 
three spots in this com-
petitive show.

Their three pieces 
can be viewed below. 

Kara’s features several 
hands resting on a man’s 
face (bottom), Tyana’s 
shows a woman in all 
stages of life (middle), 
and Xavier’s voices the 
frustration of being a 
worker in tough eco-
nomic times (top).

If you would like to 
see our students sketch-
ing at the “Art Throw-
down,” please visit the 
QR Code below. W
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SPORTS NEWS

SWIMMER NAMED SOUTH ATLANTA
POSITIVE ATHLETE OF THE YEAR

BY STAFF
ATLANTA - The spotlight 
has once again fallen 
on Westlake’s Athletic 
Department thanks to 
Positive Athlete Georgia, 
an organization that 
rewards high school 
athletes for positive at-
titudes, high-character 
lives, and service to their 
community.

Zachary Simmons, 
a senior captain for the 
swim team and JROTC 
leader has been selected 
as the most positive 
male swimmer in South 
Atlanta and will attend 
an awards ceremony on 
April 28th.

The ceremony is a 
first class operation that 
includes motivational 
speakers, professional 
photographers, press 
packets, and the oppor-
tunity for scholarships. 

Zachary will be inter-
viewed in front of a live 
audience and have the 
opportunity to network 
with other athletes.

Over four seasons, 
Zachary has continu-

ally cut time and pushed 
himself to be his best, 
culminating in him 
reaching his goal of 
swimming at County 
Championships.

Positive Athlete 
Georgia asked coaches 
around South Atlanta to 
submit possible posi-
tive athletes, but Zach-
ary rose to the top by 
exemplifying the seven 
qualities of a positive 
athlete.

To be more specific, 
Positive Athlete Georgia 
states that a positive 
athlete has an optimis-
tic attitude, encourages 
teammates, fulfils the 
role of a servant leader, 
has a heart for others, 

admits imperfections, 
always gives 100%, and 
puts the team first. 

Positive Athlete 
Georgia serves the entire 
state, so it will host sev-
en different awards cer-
emony and then selected 
the 28 most positive high 
school athletes from all 
these regions for an ad-
ditional state honor.

These 28 athletes will 
be invited to another 
ceremony at the College 
Football Hall of Fame 
that, according to their 
website, will be “at-
tended by high-profile 
professional athletes 
representing the Braves, 
Falcons, Hawks, Dream, 
UGA, and Georgia Tech.”

The seven regions 
for the award ceremo-
nies are Cobb, Gwinnett, 
North Fulton, North-
west Atlanta, Atlanta & 
Dekalb, North Georgia, 
and South Atlanta. 

For those interested 
in supporting Zachary, 
the South Atlanta Posi-
tive High School Athlete 
Awards will take place 
on Thursday, April 28th 
at 7:00pm at New Hope 
Baptist Church in Fay-
etteville.

Congratulations 
Zachary, and thanks for 
your positivity, reli-
ability, and community 
service! W

BY COACH KING
ATLANTA - Here at 
Westlake, we have golf-
ing greatness on our 
hands, namely Najae 
Butler, who has won 
the Individual Region 
3AAAAAA Champion-
ship for an impressive 
third year in a row.

 Many golfers 
dream of winning a 
region championship 
once, but Najae has 
made this difficult, 
memorable feat auto-
matic.

Najae’s 18-hole 
round included a -3 
under par score during 
the first nine holes, an 
incredible stretch for a 
demanding course.

The last nine holes 
also included a dra-
matic moment, includ-
ing her 60 foot putt for 
eagle.

In this moment, 

Najae looked like a pro-
fessional, lining up her 
shot and executing an 
improbably long putt.

Najae’s overall score 
stood at 71, which was 
-1 under par. Hers was 
the best score for an 
individual in the region 
tournament and good for 
an automatic bid to the 
state tournament in May.

This will be Najae’s 
third state tournament 
berth in a row.

While the GHSA 
website does not have 
the full results posted 
from this year’s regions, 
it does have the results 
from past seasons, and 
Najae’s overall score 
places her among the 
most elite scores. 

Congratulations 
Najae for making the dif-
ficult look easy. We wish 
you all the best as you 
take your game to the 
state championship! W

NAJAE BUTLER WINS REGION TITLE; AIMS FOR STATE

Baseball vs. East Coweta  ................................. 4/19 
DATE: Tuesday 4/19 
PLACE: East Coweta @ 5:45pm - 7:45pm

Region Track Meet  .............................................. 4/20 
DATE: Wednesday 4/20 
PLACE: Westlake Track @ 7:00am - 4:00pm 

Baseball vs. East Coweta  ................................. 4/21 
DATE: Thursday 4/21 
PLACE: Baseball Field @ 5:45pm - 7:45pm

Baseball vs. Stephenson  .................................. 4/23 
DATE: Saturday 4/23 
PLACE: Baseball Field @ 1:00pm - 3:00pm

Region Track Meet  .............................................. 4/23 
DATE: Saturday 4/23 
PLACE: Westlake Track @ 8:00am - 4:30pm

MaxPreps National Recognition of ............. 4/28 
Boys Basketball Team  
DATE: Thursday 4/28 
PLACE: Auditorium @ 2:00pm - 3:30pm

Sectionals Track Meet  ....................................... 4/30 
DATE: Saturday 4/30 
PLACE: Mill Creek HS @ 7:00am - 4:00pm 

Swim Team Awards Ceremony ..................... 4/30 
DATE: Saturday 4/30 
PLACE: Escape the Room 2:45pm - 5:00pm  
PLACE: Hard Rock Cafe  5:00 - 6:45pm

Girls Track State Championship ............... 5/5 - 7 
DATE: Thursday 5/5, Friday 5/6, and Saturday 5/7 
PLACE: Albany, GA @ 7:00am - 5:00pm

Volleyball Spring Conditioning  ............ 5/9 - 12 
DATE: Tuesday 5/9 - Thursday 5/12 
PLACE: Gymnasium @ 3:30pm - 5:30pm

Volleyball Tryouts  ............................................... 5/13 
DATE: Friday 5/13 
PLACE: Gymnasium @ 4:00pm - 6:30pm

Boys Track State Championship .......... 5/12 - 14 
DATE: Thursday 5/12, Friday 5/13, Saturday 5/14 
PLACE: Jefferson, GA @ 7:00am - 5:00pm

CALENDAR OF SPORTS EVENTS
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LOOKING GOOD FOR PROM HAS NEVER BEEN SO EASY
BY CIERRA BERRY, 
DESKDRIA SCOTT
ATLANTA -Does prom 
have you stressed be-
cause you don’t know 
which dress to get to 
match the theme or how 
to get your hair styled? 
The pressure is off as 
long as you have Savvi 
on your side. 

Savvi Formalwear 
is a one-stop-shop for 
dresses, tuxedoes, suits, 
vests, and ties where 
you can be measured for 
formalwear and rent for 
much cheaper than it 
would be to purchase.

Students wear their 
rented formalwear to 
prom and then return all 
the pieces after the event 
for Savvi to clean and 
rent back out to its next 

customers.
Ashley Cissell, 

outreach coordinator 
with Savvi Formalwear, 
reached out to Westlake 
High School’s Span-
ish teacher and Prom 
Coordinator, Ms. Tamani 
Wilson about two or 
three years ago, offer-
ing a partnership with 
Westlake to help stu-
dents make their style 
decisions. 

“Savvi Gives Back 
program is a great way 
for schools to earn mon-
ey with little to no effort 
all while assisting stu-
dents in saving money 
for prom,” explained Ms. 
Cissell in an email,  

While Savvi enjoys 
being a big help to 
students preparing for 

prom, the company takes 
extra pride in being able 
to assist schools finan-
cially through the Savvi 
Gives Back program. 

Under Savvi Gives 
Back, students receive 
the perk of $50 off their 
rental,  and the school 
receives $10 for each 
Westlake rental!

Savvi’s workers will 
also coordinate with the 
students to match their 
personal interest, as well 
as the individual school’s 
prom theme. 

After several years of 
working with the com-
pany, Ms. Wilson has 
become a believer.

“ I love it. Sometimes 
you all don’t know how 
good you look dressed 
up, and it doesn’t mat-

ter how much it costs, 
but Savvi makes sure 
to have reasonable 
and affordable costs,” 
expressed Ms. Wilson 
happily.

Savvi’s website goes 
to great lengths to pro-
mote the experience of 
prom, especially with 
its mission statement, 
which we have reprinted 
below.

“Express yourself 
with confidence from the 
perfect time to bring out 
your best and uniquely 
you. Carry on the tradi-
tion of prom your way 
and dress it up right 
and make an entrance 
that gets the wow you 
deserve!”

For students like 
Joshua Rich, Savvi is the 

perfect opportunity. 
“I am definitely un-

prepared and need to go 
somewhere to get a tux” 
said Joshua.

Other students, who 
are excited that prom is 
close, haven’t yet thought 
about the specifics and 
need to get the details 
figured out. 

Savvi Formalwear 
politely asks to get ready 
three weeks prior to 
prom make sure that 
there is enough time for 
any changes.

If you are one of the 
unprepared, then here 
are the top 5 tips that 
are here to SAVE the day, 
PROM day! 

1. Think outside the 
box and prevent match-
ing when choosing your 

formalwear.
2. Follow the theme 

of prom, “A Night in 
Paris.”

3. Be sure you are 
confident in your dress 
or tuxedo.

4. Wear shoes that 
are comfortable for you.

5. Plan ahead, be-
cause time management 
is key.

The closest Savvi For-
malwears are located at 
the following locations:

1. Greenbriar Mall 
Shopping Center, 2841 
Greenbriar Pkwy SW, 
Atlanta, GA 30331

2. Lenox Square, 3393 
Peachtree Rd, Atlanta, 
GA 30326

3. 2980 Cobb Pkwy, 
Atlanta, GA 30339

4. Northlake Mall, 
4800 Briarcliff Rd NE, 
Atlanta, GA 30345 W

YOUNG DESIGNER WANTS TO CREATE YOUR NEW LOOK
BY STAFF
ATLANTA -The legends 
of entrepreneurship go 
a little something like 
this. Steve Jobs began 
Apple in a garage. Mark 
Zuckerberg invented Fa-
cebook in a dorm room, 
Countless of young 
children who set up lem-
onade stands went on to 
manage multinational 
corporations. 

If you put stock into 
these rag-to-riches 
legends, then you need 
to know about Danielle 
Patterson, an aspiring 
fashion designer who 
aims to get her designs 
worn on campus and 
even at prom.

“My hopes is that I 
can work on a few pro-
jects for prom and really 
make a special design 

for a special event,” said 
Danielle, who has the 
rare combination of hu-
mility and ambition.

“I do it because I like 
it, and when you have a 
passion for clothes, then 
your dream is to make 
your dreams reality. The 
art form is a physical 
medium, so I want these 
clothes I dream up to 
actually exist”

If you are inter-
ested in working with a 
talented peer to create a 
unique wardrobe expres-
sive of your personality, 
then you will want to 
contact Danielle and get 
cracking.

Who knows? Maybe 
Danielle is beginning the 
next garage project that 
will grow into an entre-
preneurial success. W 

PROM NEWS
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PREPARE FOR PROM; CHECK THIS ULTIMATE PROM GUIDE
BY RHONDA HUDSON
ATLANTA -Decisions-
Decisions! As prom 
season approaches in 
Atlanta’s South Fulton 
community, many deci-
sions have to be made.

In this evolving era 
of technology and social 
media, teen proms have 
become more than a 
high school tradition.

Prom Night has 
morphed into the social 
event of the season 
where Instagram is king. 

Most young ladies 
and gentlemen are 
gearing up for the most 
extravagant “Promposal,”  
the event of asking a 
potential date out to the 
prom with hopes that 
their creative ideas to 
ask the big question will 
be captured on social 
media and go viral.  

Regardless of new 
trends in accepting and 
attending the ultimate 
date night, there are a 
few etiquette guidelines 
that will help make 
planning the event less 
stressful and drama free 
for teens and parents.

****** 
Create a 

Prom Budget
Financing the prom 

can cost a small fortune 
without proper planning 
and communication. The 
question is who pays? 

Traditionally, the 
gentleman paid for all 
expenses including tick-
ets, limo, pictures, and 
dinner. Today, whoever 
is asking, whether gen-
tleman or young lady, 
should pay for the prom 
tickets. 

The other cost should 
be agreed upon among 
the families well in 
advance in order to miti-
gate confusion.

****** 
Choose the Date
No longer does the 

young lady have to wait 
to be asked to the prom.

Today, young ladies 
ask gentlemen and 
groups of friends attend 
the prom together. 

Rule of thumb, after 
a prom invitation has 
been accepted, go out 
on a date prior to the 
prom in order to become 
acquainted with one 
another in a social set-
ting outside of school. In 
addition, families should 
meet to agree upon 
prom night expectations, 
curfews and schedule.

Be mindful that once 
an invitation to the prom 
has been accepted and 
plans are made, teens 
should keep their word 
and stick to the date.

****** 
Discuss  

Prom Attire
Prom attire may vary 

from school to school. 
Masquerade, Mardi Gras 
and Hollywood are a few 
popular prom themes 
that may dictate the at-
tire. 

Prom invitations 
should address the 
theme and become the 
guide to what to wear.

When deciding the 
color schemes of the 
dress and the tuxedo, 
parties should discuss in 
advance before pur-
chases and rentals are 
made in order to avoid 
mismatch attire. 

Flowers are an inte-
gral and symbolic part of 
the attire. 

Gentlemen should or-
der corsages two weeks 
in advance and pin on 
the ladies’ left side of 
the gown; ladies should 
order boutonnieres two 
weeks in advance for 
gentlemen and place on 
the left lapel.

****** 
Be Fashion 
Forward!  

What are you wear-
ing?  Head to the nearest 
dress shop or depart-
ment store and peruse 
their selections. 

One of our favorite 
places to buy a gown is 
Sweet Elegance Bridal 
located in Decatur.  Well 
worth the drive the staff 
here are so incredibly 
welcoming and provide 
you with a customized 
shopping experience 
that is unparalleled.  

They’ve got a great 
selection of prom dress-
es to choose from.  

Looking for a more 
custom or couture ex-
perience?  I’ve still got 
you covered. Meyonda 
Shanee apparel creates 
masterful attire for your 
special occasions.  

With an eye for detail 
owner/ designer Meyon-
da Benjamin can create 
almost anything you can 
dream of just in time for 
prom.  Allow Meyonda 
to make you a one of a 
kind prom dress that fits 
you perfectly.

****** 
It’s all in 

the Details!  
Pay attention to the 

details.  Do your shoes 
complement your dress?  
What about your date? 

There will be pictures 
taken throughout the 
evening, so it’s a great 
time to have you make-
up done by a profession-
al makeup artist.  

Proper makeup ap-

plication will enhance 
your natural beauty and 
help make sure you are 
picture perfect.

******
Arrive in Style!
Getting there is half 

the fun.  How you arrive 
at Prom sets the tone for 
the entire evening.  

Why not make the 
ride to and from prom 
something you and your 
friends will cherish 
forever? 

A limousine is always 
a nice touch. My friends 
Tiffany and Marlon over 
at MARTI Transportation 
have a super fun solu-
tion.. A fully equipped 
Mercedes Sprinter 
Van with a satellite TV, 
surround-sound, Wi-Fi 
and even karaoke.

****** 
Be Picture Perfect

Hotel Indigo in Col-
lege Park provides the 
perfect background for a 
fun prom shoot.  

While modern and 
sleek the hotel has great 
areas for meeting and 
socializing and was su-
per warm and inviting.

Be sure to capture the 
best moments of prom 
along the way.  Here are 
three tips to help you 
capture prom photos 
you’ll cherish forever.

•Watch Your Back: 
Pay attention to what’s 
behind you.  If the 
background is too busy it 
detracts from the overall 
photo. Stagger your 
stance to avoid  it look-
ing like things are grow-
ing from your head.

•Take it to the Streets:
Go outside and grab 
some fun individual 
and group shots.  A nice 
backyard or local park 
provide a great back-
drop for group photos 
but don’t be afraid to 
use nice architecture or 
stairs to add some vari-
ety to your photos.

•Lighten Up: Pay at-
tention to your lighting.  
When you are able to 
find a nice bright area 
just make sure people 
are not squinting in the 
sunlight, and shift your 
angles to avoid harsh 
shadows.

Most of all, relax and 
have a good time!

****** 
Vendors 

Formalwear: 

* SweetEleganceBridal.com

* fashionfrenzyatl.com

* MADE- Meyonda.com

Transportation:  

* MartiTransportation.com

Makeup: 

* MakeupByCharlene.net

Venue: 

* Hotel Indigo    W

Westlake is holding 
its annual Prom Expo 
again this year. The 
Prom Expo is an opper-
tunity for students to get 
information about busi-
nesses, vendors, services, 
and entrepreneurs that 
are available to them 
during prom season.  

We will be holding 
our Prom Expo on Tues-

day, March 15 during 
our lunches (1141a.m.-
1:51p.m.).  

This is an excellent 
opportunity to provide 
students with  busi-
ness cards, flyers, list of 
services, etc., and to help 
promote our community 
businesses.  

If you have anyone 
you know that could 

PROM NEWS

BUSINESSES GAIN ENTRY TO 
WESTLAKE’S PROM EXPO 

offer our students their 
services in preparation 
for prom (hair, nails, 
dresses, barbers, limos/
car services, restaurants, 
etc.), please have them 
contact me by Friday, 
March 5, 2016.  

We appreciate you 
and their business being 
a part of the Westlake 
family. W

Prom Theme:  A Night in Paris
Date:  Saturday, April 23, 2016

Time: 8p.m.-12a.m.
Venue:  Delta Flight Museum

PROM EXPECTATIONS FOR 
JUNIORS AND SENIORS
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STUDENT SERVICES’ CORNER

COUNSELOR’S CORNER

ATLANTA - To make it 
easy to send transcripts 
to colleges, Fulton Coun-
ty Schools has partnered 
with Parchment to pro-
vide secure online tran-
script ordering available 

PARCHMENT REGISTRATION 
FOR SENIORS

24/7. 
Creating the account 

is free and only takes a 
few steps. All seniors re-
ceived their Parchment 
registration codes on 
September 24th and/or 
25th and should regis-
ter with Parchment right 

ATLANTA- On May 20, 
2016, senior  students 
will be closing this chap-
ter on their high school 
career. 

Congratulations to all 
the senior students and 
parents of senior stu-
dents who have almost 
made it to the graduation 
milestone.

CHECKING SENIOR STATUS
Counsellors will begin 

senior status checks im-
mediately following the 
schedule change window 
so we can inform you of 
your student’s specific 
status.

Thank you in advance 
for your patience and un-
derstanding.

 

 
9th Grade (A - Z): Antonio Grissom,  

grissom@fultonschools.org 
470-346-6400 x46429 

 
10th – 12th (A – E):  Anthony Decosta,  

decosta@fultonschools.org 
470-346-6400 x46434 

 
10th – 12th (E – K): Beatrice Ford,  

fordb@fultonschools.org 
470-346-6400 x46482 

 
10th - 12th (L – Q): Shelia Reese-Jackson (Head),   

reeses@fultonschools.org 
470-346-6400 x46433

 
10th - 12th (R – Z): Dawn Perry, 

perrydb@fultonschools.org 
470-346-6400 x46432 

Guidance Secretary: Donna Carter, 
carterd2@fultonschools.org 

470-346-6400

CONTACTING COUNSELORS

Student Services Administration

Curriculum Assistant Principal: Cecelia Johnson,
johnsonc5@fultonschools.org

Administrative Assistant: Candice Hickman,  
hickmanc@fultonschools.org

Student Support Staff

College and Career Advisor: Steven Johnson 
johnsons16@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400 x46462

504 Coordinator and 
Graduation Coach: Twanda Harrison, 

harrisont1@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400 x46428

Instructional Support Teacher: Jennifer Swint, 
swint@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400 x46444

     
SEC Department Chair: Andrea Freeman,  

freemana1@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400 x46444

Data Specialist: Jan McLemore,  
mclemorej@fultonschools.org

 
Back Up Data Specialist: Mesi Spencer,

spencerm@fultonschools.org 

Records Clerk: Jenna Bannister,
bannister@fultonschools.org

Guidance Secretary: Donna Carter, 
carterd2@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400

School Social Worker: Willette Stephens,  
stephensw@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400 x46483

 
School Psychologist: Judith Perkins 

perkinsj@fultonschools.org 
 

School Psychologist: Elizabeth Scott, 
scottea@fultonschools.org

ATLANTA- As the year 
advances, you may find 
yourself in need of con-
tacing one of Westlake’s 
counselors.

When that happens, 
we want to make sure 
that you know the correct 
number and can quickly 
get in touch with the per-
son who can best help 
your student.

Below, you will find a 
list of useful contacts for 

the counselors.
If you need to set up 

a parent-teacher con-
ference, we can set up a 
conference with all your 
student’s teachers if you 
contact the Student Ser-
vices office. 

Please either call the 
school at (404) 346-6400 
and request Student Ser-
vices or email Jeanine 
Griswold at the email ad-
dress posted below.

CONTACTING STUDENT SUPPORT STAFF
Please use the following numbers to contact the school in times of need.

ATLANTA-  Join our dis-
tribution list to receive 
texts and/or emails with 
information on upcom-
ing college representa-
tive visits and scholar-
ship updates. 

Both students and 
parents are encouraged 
to register.  

SIGN UP FOR REMIND 101
Don’t be left out of the 

loop—join today. 
To receive messages 

via text, text @566a2 to 
81010 or to receive mes-
sages via email, send an 
email to 566a2@mail.
remind.com.   

COUNSELING PROGRAMS

 
School Programs ............................................... 
• Counselors’ Corner will be held in the school caf-
eteria (November 3rd) 
• Apply to College Day (November 5th) 
• Counselors’ Corner will be held in the school caf-
eteria (November 17th) 

9th Grade Programs ............................................... 
• 9th Grade BRIDGE Law Benchmark Activity:  
Career Interest Inventory ( October - Novemeber) 
• Suicide Prevention Classroom Guidance:  
Signs of Suicide (October - November) 
    
 

10th Grade Programs ............................................ 
• 10th Grade BRIDGE Law Benchmark Activity: Dual 
Enrollment and College Credit Now Opportunities 
(November 18th - 19th) 

11th Grade Programs ............................................ 
• Applying to College Guidance Lesson (November 
10th – 11th) 
• Fall Junior Classroom Guidance: What Colleges 
Consider in Admissions (November) 
• 11th Grade BRIDGE Law Benchmark Activity: Vir-
tual College Search (November)  

12th Grade Programs ............................................ 
 • Please see School Programs 

Counseling Programs Reaching 11th - 12th..... 
• College and Career Center 
• College Representatives at WHS (Grades 11-12)
 
 

Counseling Programs Reaching 9th–12th ........ 
• New Student Enrollments 
• Academic Advisement 
• Post-Secondary Planning and Advising 
• Dual Enrollment Information 
• Parent/Teacher Conferences 
• Summer School Information 
• Community Agency Referrals 
• Collaboration with Teachers, Administrators, 
School Social Worker, and School Psychologist 
• Care Team Referrals 
• SAT and ACT Information 
• Crisis Intervention 
• Career Guidance and Exploration 
• Transcribing Student Records

TESTING CORNER

BY STAFF
ATLANTA - State scores 
from the 2014-15 admin-
istration of the Georgia 
Milestones Assessment 
System (Georgia Mile-
stones in grades 3-8 and 
Georgia Milestones EOCs 
in grades 9-12) were re-
leased. 

These preliminary 
scores reflect the first ad-
ministration of Georgia’s 
new comprehensive test-
ing system. 

This year’s assess-
ment results establish a 
baseline for the progress 
we expect student to 
make over time.  

According to the 
Georgia Department 
of Education, the state 
showed overall lower re-
sults than in past years.  

“These results show 
a lower level of student 
proficiency than Geor-
gians are used to seeing, 
but that does not mean 
Georgia students know 
less or that teachers are 
not doing a great job – 
it means they’ve been 
asked to clear a higher 
bar,” State School Super-

intendent Richard Woods 
said. 

State Results for GA
9th Grade English 

(25% Beginning, 39% De-
veloping, 29% Proficient, 
6% Distinguished)

American Lit (25% 
Beginning, 39% Develop-
ing, 29% Proficient, 6% 
Distinguished)

Algebra (31% Begin-
ning, 36% Developing, 
26% Proficient, 8%Dis-
tinguished)

Geometry (32% Be-
ginning, 35% Developing, 
25% Proficient, 8% Dis-
tinguished)

Biology (37% Begin-
ning, 25% Developing, 
29% Proficient, 9% Dis-
tinguished)

Physical Science (36% 
Beginning, 33% Develop-
ing, 26% Proficient, 5% 
Distinguished)

US History (27% Be-
ginning, 34% Developing, 
30% Proficient, 9% Dis-
tinguished)

Economics (30% Be-
ginning, 31% Developing, 
30% Proficient, 9% Dis-
tinguished)

STATE MILESTONES RESULTS

Representatives
3 Parents:  
      Chris Lennon  
      Keisha Minter,  
      Christel Jackson
2 Teachers:  
      Yoshana Jones,  
      Ashley Barker
2 Community:  
      Suzanne Wilborn,  
      Rhonda Hudson
2 School Employees:        
      Chantrise Holliman,  
      Estella B. Cook

FY16 SGC  
Meeting Calendar 

Location:  
Westlake High School 
Media Center 

Time:  
Tues. 4:30-5:30 PM

Dates: 
12/01/15, 1/26/15, 
2/23/15, 3/22/15, 
5/10/15

SCHOOL GOVERNANCE 
COUNCIL ANNOUNCED
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Advanced Placement Practice ...................... 4/30 
DATE: Saturday 4/30 
US HISTORY: Cafeteria (8:30am - 12:30pm) 
LITERATURE: Room 217 (8:30am - 12:30pm) 
STATISTICS: Room 415 & 416 (9:00am - 12:00pm) 
CHEMISTRY: Room 282 & 284 (10:00am - 4:00pm)

Swim Team Awards Ceremony ..................... 4/30 
DATE: Saturday 4/30 
PLACE: Escape the Room @ 2:45pm - 5:00pm  
PLACE: Hard Rock Cafe  @ 5:00 - 6:45pm

PTSA Meeting .......................................................... 5/6 
DATE: Friday 5/6 
PLACE: Media Center @ 7:00am - 8:30am

Advanced Placement Practice ....................... 5/7 
DATE: Saturday 5/7 
STATISTICS: Room 415 & 416 @ 9:00am - 12:00pm

JROTC BBQ ................................................................ 5/7 
DATE: Saturday 5/7 
PLACE: Football Field @ 10:00am - 4:00pm)

CALENDAR OF SCHOOL EVENTS

ASVAB Test ................................................................ 4/18 
DATE: Monday 4/18 
PLACE: Auditorium @ 9:00am - 12:00pm

Dikembe Mutombo’s Speech.......................... 4/18 
DATE: Monday 4/18 
PLACE: Auditorium @ 10:00am - 2:00pm

AP Test Preadministration........................ 4/18 - 19 
DATE: Monday 4/18 (9th and 11th) 
DATE: Tuesday 4/19 (10th and 12th) 
PLACE: Cafeteria @ 8:50am - 9:30am

Band Parent Meeting .......................................... 4/20 
DATE: Wednesday 4/20 
PLACE: Band Room @ 6:00pm - 7:30pm

Magnet Parent Meeting (Nominations).... 4/20 
DATE: Wednesday 4/20 
PLACE: Cafeteria @ 6:30pm - 7:30pm

Fashion Club Spring Fashion Show ............. 4/21 
DATE: Thursday 4/21 
PLACE: Auditorium, Cafeteria @ 4:00pm - 9:00pm

JROTC Awards Ceremony ................................. 4/21 
DATE: Thursday 4/21 
PLACE: Cafeteria @ 6:00pm - 8:30pm

PTSA Nominations for Executive Board .... 4/21 
DATE: Thursday 4/21 
PLACE: Media Center @ 6:00pm - 8:00pm

Spring Dance Concert ................................ 4/21 - 22 
DATE: Thursday 4/21 and Friday 4/22 
PLACE: Auditorium @ 6:45pm - 8:45pm

Advanced Placement Practice .........,............. 4/23 
DATE: Saturday 4/23 
HUMAN GEO: Room 276 (9:00am - 11:00am) 
LITERATURE: Room 217 (8:30am - 12:30pm)

Prom Night ............................................................... 4/23 
DATE: Saturday 4/23 
PLACE: Delta Flight Museum @ 8:00pm - 12:00am

Karma Step Team Tryouts ........................ 4/25 - 27 
DATE: Mon 4/25, Tues 4/25, and Wed 4/26 
PLACE: Auxillary Gym @ 3:45pm - 5:00pm

ACT/SAT Mock Exam ........................................... 4/27 
DATE: Wednesday 4/27 
PLACE: Auditorium @ 2:00pm - 5:30pm

Job/Career Fair ....................................................... 4/28 
DATE: Thursday 4/28 
PLACE: Track in Main Gym @ 8:00am - 12:00pm

MaxPreps National Recognition of ............. 4/28 
Boys Basketball Team  
DATE: Thursday 4/28 
PLACE: Auditorium @ 2:00pm - 3:30pm

Band Awards Ceremony ................................... 4/28 
DATE: Thursday 4/28 
PLACE: Cafeteria @ 7:00pm - 9:00pm

Cady Studios Rising Seniors ........................... 4/29 
DATE: Friday 4/29 
PLACE: Auditorium @ 2:30pm - 3:30pm

Saxophone Summit ............................................ 4/30 
DATE: Saturday 4/30 
PLACE: Fine Arts Wing @ 7:00am - 5:00pm

STUDENTS OF THE DAY

Sunday 4/24

Khari Coleman

Friday 4/22

John Williams III

Thursday 4/21 

David Fitzer

Friday 4/22 

Azuree Martin

MONDAY 4/18 TARIQ SINGLETON-PETERS found my debit card in the parking lot and 

brought it to me. I really appreciate it. (Nominated by Ms. Thorne) MYLES JENKINS is 

a hard working student who is courteous to everyone. He always has a positive attitude 

and works hard his assignments. Myles is always eager to participate and lend a helping 

hand to others. His determination and desire to be successful academically make him a 

pleasure to work with as a teacher. (Nominated by Dr. Johnson)

and strong work ethic, De’mai is a natural leader among her peers. (Nominated by Dr. Johnson)

THURSDAY 4/21 DAVID DANG has a 100 average in my 2nd period 

Personal Fitness class. David has a great attitude and he is one of the 

most fit students at Westlake, which must be why he is such a good 

swimmer. (Nominated by Coach Rogers) MARISSA LYMON is an ex-

cellent interviewer who works hard behind the scenes to create sto-

ries for the Pride Newsletter. Marissa is also a reliable volunteer who 

pops up all over the school and quietly makes things work, including 

with the JROTC Color Guard, where she attends many different school 

events. Marissa does not seek the spotlight, but she devotes much time and effort to our school. (Nominated by Mr. Gossett) 

JOELLE VENEY has been one of my best students this school year.  Last week, as the class was working on a PBA that involved 

several steps, Joelle assisted several of her classmates after she finished.  This was a great help to me as I maneuvered around 

the classroom from one student to the next.  As a matter of fact, it was one of her classmates that suggested that I nominate 

Joelle for this honor. (Nominated by Ms. Dickens)

FRIDAY 4/22 PORSHA JONES is an asset to my Sports Entertainment 

Marketing class. She is also the DECA president and goes above and 

beyond for the organization. Porsha is a wonderful and bright young 

lady. I wish Porsha nothing but success in the future. (Nominated by 

Ms. Mecca Jones) MAYA DAWSON and SOJI SIMANGA have both seen 

the monster hit musical Hamilton in New York City, and it is a pleasure 

to hear them talk about Hamilton, a play that merges history and hip 

hop to retell the duel of Alexander Hamilton and Aaron Burr through 

rap. Maya and Soji are passionate about the story and how the play is a 

   

TUESDAY 4/19 Maya McNeil Some students go the extra mile. That’s exactly what hap-

pened when Maya McNeil completed a self-initiated, independent research project in 

addition to doing a presentation by going to the High Museum of Art. Maya wanted to  

learn more about the Haitian-American artist, Jean-Michel Basquiat. What Maya did 

was not a requirement; she simply wanted to expand her knowledge about the artist 

by seeking out more information. Fantastique, mademoiselle! (Nominated by Madame 

Harvey) De’mai Williams always comes to class prepared and works hard to do her very 

best each day. De’mai is always engaged in the activities and lessons in class. She partici-

pates well by asking questions and completing assignments. With her positive attitude 

Wednesday 4/20

Khalil Linsey

Monday 4/18 

Brandon McCloud

Tuesday 4/19 

Dereka Thomas

WEDNESDAY 4/20 DUJOUR MARTIN, ANTONIA 

HOLMES, JABARI RILEY, AND TAMISHA COP-

PET-JENNINGS are always eager to participate 

and answer questions on the board in Belingaville. 

They showcase great eagerness to improve their 

academic skills. (Nominated by Ms. Belinga)

step forward for breaking the racism that has dominated Broadway casting. Thank you Maya and Soji for experiencing such 

a cultural phenomenon---the show is sold out for the next two years---and telling us about it! (Nominated by Mr. Gossett)

NCAA Academic Eligibility and ...................... 5/10 
College Recruiting Seminar 
DATE: Tuesday 5/10 
PLACE: Cafeteria @6:00pm - 8:30pm 

Bachalaurette ........................................................... 5/15 
DATE: Sunday 5/15 
PLACE: Mt. Zion Baptist Church @ 4:00pm - 6:00pm 
DETAILS: Students report at 3:00pm; Ladies must wear black 

dresses with black shoes; Gentlemen must wear black slacks, white 

shirts, black ties, and black shoes. No jeans or athletic shoes.

NHS & BETA Club Induction.............................. 5/17 
DATE: Tuesday 5/17 

PLACE: Auditorium @ 6:30pm - 8:00pm

Senior Class Picnic.................................................. 5/18 
DATE: Wednesday 5/18 

PLACE: Practice Football Field @11:00am - 3:30pm

Westlake High School Graduation.............. 5/20 
DATE: Friday 5/20  
PLACE: Georgia Dome @ 7:00pm

SENIOR BIRTHDAYS
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