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TAKING ACHIEVEMENT TO
THE NEXT LEVEL IN

FULTON COUNTY SCHOOLS

BY DEREKA THOMAS
ATLANTA - Standard-
ized tests.

Although they might 
not be something that 
most people look for-
ward to, they are a huge 
part of the American 
education system. The 
way students perform on 
standardized tests can 
drastically change their 
future. 

Test scores affect 
class placement, and for 
high school students, 
they affect what oppor-
tunities the students will 
have after graduation. 

The most popular and 
impactful standardized 
tests are taken by the en-
tire nation. One such test 
is the Preliminary SAT/
National Merit Scholar-
ship Qualifying Test.

The PSAT is most 
often taken by American 
high school students 
when they are in 9th, 
10th, and 11th grade. 
Freshmen and Sopho-
mores are not expected 
to know all of the mate-
rial on the PSAT. Their 
scores serve as progress 
reports and indicators 
of what subjects the 
students need to focus 
on when studying for the 
next test.

However, for high 
school Juniors, this test 
determines their eligibil-
ity for the National Merit 
Scholarship. Out of the 
1.5 million students that 
enter the National Merit 
Program by taking the 
PSAT, only 50,000 qualify 
for the program. From 
that group, only 7,400 
students will receive a 
scholarship award. 

Being recognized 
by the National Merit 
Scholarship Program in 
any capacity can assist 
students with standing 
out during the college 

application process. 
In addition to adding 

to students’ opportuni-
ties, the PSAT serves as 
an indicator for how 
students will score on 
the SAT. The SAT di-
rectly affects the colleges 
and universities that a 
student are eligible to 
attend. 

Because of their 
similar formatting and 
scoring, the PSAT is 
considered an important 
part of a child’s high 
school career. Whether 
they qualify for the Na-
tional Merit Scholarship 
or not, the PSAT is great 
practice for the SAT. 

Depending on 
where a student lives 
in America, they might 
learn slightly different 
versions of what stand-
ards could appear on 
the PSAT. Regardless of 
what content students 
have been exposed to in 
the years leading up to 
taking PSAT, their scores 
are viewed through the 
same lense. 

Fulton County has 
begun taking measures 
to level the playing field 
for their students. There 
are many resources 
to assist students with 
improving their perfor-
mance on standardized 
tests, but they are often 
expensive. These test 
prep courses can range 
from $299 to $6,600 
depending on the level 
of assistance students 
require. 

In addition to hav-
ing high costs, offline 
test prep courses are not 
available in all parts of 
the country. In fact, The 
Princeton Review did 
not offer any test prep 
courses in the same 

zip code as Westlake 
for under $2,760. The 
nearest test prep offered 
by Kaplan took place at 
Georgia Tech for $499.

Whether a student 
preferred to learn online 
or in person, the price 
would not change, and 
for some students this 
would mean that they 
would not be able to 
participate in these test 
prep courses.

To ensure that each 
student in Fulton County 
has access to the re-
sources they need to 
improve their test scores, 
the Fulton County Board 
of Education has intro-
duced a new, free way to 
study for the PSAT. Start-
ing this year, students 
who take the PSAT can 
use Khan Academy to 
review specific topics 
that they need to work 
on.  

By linking their PSAT 
test scores to their Khan 
Academy accounts, 
students register for free 
individualized test prep 
that would usually cost 
thousands of dollars. 

FCBOE hopes that 
this will improve student 
performance on the 
PSAT, but that can only 
happen if students reg-
ister for this service. As 
of right now only 2% of 
the 17,853 students who 
have taken the PSAT 
have registered. 

This is a great oppor-
tunity for students to im-
prove their  performance 
on a test that could 
change their future for 
the better. Fulton County 
has done their part, and 
now it is our time to do 
ours. W

Baseball vs. Newnan  ................Tuesday 4/12, Newnan HS @ 5:30pm - 7:30pm

Soccer E. Coweta  ................Tuesday 4/12, East Coweta HS @ 5:30pm - 9:00pm

Golf vs. North Springs  ........Wednesday 4/13, Wolf Creek Golf Club @ 4:45pm

Golf vs. Drew  ......................... Thursday 4/14, Charles Yates Golf Club @ 3:45pm

Baseball vs. Newnan  ...............Friday 4/15, Baseball Field @ 5:55pm - 7:55pm

Baseball vs. East Coweta  .......Tuesday 4/19, East Coweta @ 5:45pm - 7:45pm

Region Track Meet  ........Wednesday 4/20, Westlake Track @ 7:00am - 4:00pm 

Baseball vs. East Coweta  ..Thursday 4/21, Baseball Field @ 5:45pm - 7:45pm

Baseball vs. Stephenson  .. Saturday 4/23, Baseball Field @ 1:00pm - 3:00pm

Region Track Meet  ............ Saturday 4/23, Westlake Track @ 8:00am - 4:30pm 

FOOTBALL PLAYER NEEDS  
YOUR VOTES FOR COVER PAGE

BY STAFF
ATLANTA - Jaden Hunt-
er, a standout defensive 
end and outside line-
backer, has set his sights 
on gaining a prized spot 
for any athlete----the 
front cover of a national 
magazine. 

The magazine, Fri-
day Night Football, has a 
coverboy contest. where 
each state selects four 
football players to be on 
an issue’s front cover.

The four Georgia ath-
letes with the most votes 

in an online poll will be 
chosen, so Jaden would 
love the support of stu-
dents, parents, and the 
Westlake community 
to help him achieve his 
goals and win the poll.  

Supporters may vote 
at http://www.fnfmaga-
zine.com/ga-coverboy/ 
and vote for Jaden Hunt-
er, Westlake High School! 

Please vote early and 
often. The online poll 
closes April 15th, so we 
want to get a good lead 
going to help Jaden. W 

PLAN TO SEE SPRING SPORTS
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REMINDER: MORNING TARDIES REMINDER: STUDENT LUNCHES
BY MS. BATES
ATLANTA -When 
enjoying lunch, please 
be reminded about the 
following guidelines.

First, students are 
not permitted to leave 
campus during lunch. As 
tempting as it might be 
for students with vehi-
cles to drive to get food 
of their choice, it is NOT 
permitted due to safety 
concerns.

Second, parents may 
drop off money if needed 
to purchase a school 
lunch, however, no food 
should be brought to stu-
dents during lunch. We 
simply do not have the 
resources in our front 
office to facilitate that 
process.

Third, students are 
permitted to bring in 
lunch from home, but 
please keep in mind that 

there will be no access to 
microwaves to warm up 
the food. 

Unfortunately, the 
county has explained 
that we cannot purchase 
microwaves due to con-
cerns about food safety, 
food sanitation, and 
student safety.

With these three de-
tails in mind, we hope all 
enjoy their lunch period 

experience! W 
 

BY MS. BATES
ATLANTA -It is critical 
that our students arrive 
to school on time each 
day. The first bell rings 
at 8:20am.  Our highest 
rate of tardies occurs 
during this time. 

We are seeing an 
increase this semester 
specifically with carpool 
riders who are late.  As 
we prepare for EOC and 

Advanced Placement 
(AP) exams it is critical 
for students to arrive to 
school on time.  The 1st 
15 minutes of each class 
begins with test prepara-
tion.  

We have about in-
structional days (consid-
ering our A/B schedule) 
for these exams. If a 
student is just 5 minutes 
late for these 30 days 
that e-mails to 150 min-

utes of lost instructional 
time. We are here to 
ensure that every child 
reaches their full poten-
tial, but can only do that 
when they are present.  

Students that ride 
the school bus even if its 
late will not be marked 
tardy, so please encour-
age your child to ride the 
bus.  

The following are the 
consequences for being 
tardy to school:

Please be advised that 

juniors and seniors desiring 

to participate in prom and 

other activities will have 

additional behavioral and 

attendance expectations in 

order to participate. These 

expectations will be clearly 

communicated to students 

and parents 

Also, please be advised, 

that student drivers may 

lose their on campus driv-

ing privileges if they are 

found in violation of our 

tardy policy. W

NEW COMMITTE TAKES ON CHEATING AND PLAGIARISM
BY FAITH DUPREE,
MARISSA LYMON,
DEREKA THOMAS
ATLANTA -Cheating is 
comparable to a global 
pandemic, because when 
given the opportunity, 
some individuals will 
test their luck by cheat-
ing on a test and habit 
will spread and spread. 

Cheating pollutes the 
academic atmosphere of 
a school and has det-
rimental effects on the 
relationships between 
students and teachers. 

If cheating occurs 
without the involved 
individuals facing conse-
quences for their actions, 
cheating will become 
more common in the 
school, so it is important 
that we have a plan to 
stop cheating. 

To combat this issue, 
many academic insti-
tutions have created 
rules and regulations to 
prevent cheating in their 
schools, and Westlake is 
no different.

Westlake High School 
has decided to join the 
fight against cheating 
and plagiarism by creat-
ing a committee whose 
main focus is the pres-
ervation of academic 
integrity. 

The WHS Honor Code 
Council will be responsi-

ble for reviewing accu-
sations of cheating and 
recommending appro-
priate ways for both the 
teacher and the student 
to move forward. 

The new policy was 
introduced to students 
during their classes, 
where they received 
information about 
academic integrity and 
the school’s beefed up 
response to cheating. 

Teachers handed 
out information and led 
open discussions with 
their students about the 
new policy. 

Despite these efforts 
to ensure transparency 
and understanding,, 
some parts of the policy 
might have left the stu-
dents confused.

According to the WHS 
Honor Code, cheating 
is defined as “giving or 
receiving information in 
any form that is related 
to a gradable experience 
including use of sources 
of information other 
than those specifically 
approved by the teacher 
either during or outside 
of class.”

The remainder of 
the written information 
that students were given 
was also written in great 
detail. 

Students were given 
specific examples of 

what is considered 
cheating in the context 
of the Westlake High 
School Honor Code. 

But a piece of paper 
can only say so much. 
Westlake High School 
student, Faith Dupree, 
interviewed Mrs. Bates, 
who is our principal, 
and Ms. Hickman, who 
is a chairwoman for the 
Honor Code Committee, 
and dug deeper into this 
new policy.

During the interview, 
Ms. Bates and Ms. Hick-
man provided specific 
examples of the activi-
ties that are not permit-
ted by the Honor Code. 

When it comes to 
tests, students are not 
permitted to take infor-
mation from sources 
other than those ap-
proved by the teacher, 
which in most cases 
would be limited to their 
own minds. 

Some of the banned 
sources of information 
for tests include the 
internet, other student’s 
papers, and students 
who have already taken 
the exam. 

Students are encour-
aged to not share the 
details of exams with 
their peers. 

An example of this 
would be one student 
quoting a specific test 

question or topic when 
speaking to another 
student who will take the 
exam at a later date. 

Even in the event 
that a student is absent, 
rather than catch up on 
what they missed with a 
friend, the Honor Code 
suggests that students 
see their teacher on the 
day that they return to 
school.

Mrs. Bates explained 
that the new policy was 
not that new at all. In 
fact, the new Honor Code 
is simply an extension of 
the old one. 

When asked what 
brought about these 
changes, Mrs. Bates 
stated that the old policy 
needed to be updated 
because “zeroes don’t 
reflect mastery.” 

She went on to 
explain that in the past, 
when students would 
receive zeros as a conse-
quence of cheating, they 
had no opportunity to 
prove what they knew.

With the new policy, 
teacher’s and students 
can gauge what the 
student has actually 
learned.

Mrs. Bates also 
touched on an issue 
that few would consider 
when discussing the ef-
fects of cheating. 

In the event that an 

assignment is being 
graded on a curve, one 
student cheating could 
affect everyone.

This new policy is 
meant to help each stu-
dent get the most out of 
their four (or less) years 
at Westlake High School.

Under the new policy, 
every student has the 
right to a fair trial. The 
trials will consist of the 
council, Hickman and 
four rotated volunteers, 
going over the facts of 
the accusations and then 
making a decision.

They will review 
all evidence supplied 
but the teacher, which 
includes tests, cheat 
sheets, and phones, and 
then they will deliver a 
verdict. 

Regardless of what 
the verdict is, the student 
and teacher involved 
will have 48 hours for 
a mastery assignment 
to be created (by the 
teacher) and completed 
(by the student). 

If they are found in-
nocent, they will receive 
full credit for the assign-
ment. If the student is 
found guilty, they will 
not receive a grade for 
the assignment.

In addition to not 
receiving a grade, the 
student will face conse-
quences that are based 

on their extracurricular 
activities.

An athlete could be 
suspended from the next 
sporting event depend-
ing on their coach’s 
integrity policy. 

A student who is 
in one or more Honor 
Society, including but 
not limited to National 
Honor Society, National 
Arts Honor Society, and 
National Science Honor 
Society, will be expelled 
from the organization 
after their second of-
fence. 

Students who violate 
the academic integrity 
policy may also result 
in losing other school 
privileges. 

The updated Honor 
Code Policy gives 
students a chance to 
redeem themselves after 
an accusation of cheat-
ing while encouraging 
them to be honest while 
completing assignments. 

We have robust and 
strong academic tradi-
tion at Westlake, and 
this increased effort to 
prevent plagiarism will 
only make us stronger!

Please make sure you 
have reviewed all the 
information and make 
sure to commit yourself 
to academics without 
plagiarism. W

BY AMINATA SECKA
ATLANTA- Flint, Michi-
gan has been suffering 
from a terrible water cri-
sis these past two years 
due to preventable water 
contamination.

The drinking water 
had a series of problems 

that culminated with 
lead contamination, 
creating a serious public 
health danger, especially 
for children, who have 
suffered brain damage 
from lead poisoning.  

Families are going  
through great difficulties 
because they cannot use 

tap water to drink.
It is well known, that 

water is a basic need, 
so if you imagine what 
these people have been 
going through, then you 
known that we need to 
act quickly as a school. 

Our Student Govern-
ment, led by Morenike 

Ibidapo and Owen Man-
ning, has taken the ini-
tiative to help the many 
people who are waiting 
in line for bottled water.

Please help the SGA 
send water to Flint by 
bringing either a case of 
bottled water or a jug of 
water to the front office.

Westlake will send its 
first donation on March 
11th and make subse-
quent donations in the 
weeks to come.

Cities all over the 
country are trying to 
stop this crisis, and we 
need to help supply Flint 
with drinkable water.

This  is Westlake  
spirit and dedication 
at its best. If you would 
like to make a donation, 
please be sure that you 
bring a CASE of bottled 
water instead of individ-
ual bottles, and remem-
ber that you are making 
an impact. W

PLEASE DONATE BOTTLED WATER; HELP FLINT, MICHIGAN
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LOOKING GOOD FOR PROM HAS NEVER BEEN SO EASY
BY CIERRA BERRY, 
DESKDRIA SCOTT
ATLANTA -Does prom 
have you stressed be-
cause you don’t know 
which dress to get to 
match the theme or how 
to get your hair styled? 
The pressure is off as 
long as you have Savvi 
on your side. 

Savvi Formalwear 
is a one-stop-shop for 
dresses, tuxedoes, suits, 
vests, and ties where 
you can be measured for 
formalwear and rent for 
much cheaper than it 
would be to purchase.

Students wear their 
rented formalwear to 
prom and then return all 
the pieces after the event 
for Savvi to clean and 
rent back out to its next 

customers.
Ashley Cissell, 

outreach coordinator 
with Savvi Formalwear, 
reached out to Westlake 
High School’s Span-
ish teacher and Prom 
Coordinator, Ms. Tamani 
Wilson about two or 
three years ago, offer-
ing a partnership with 
Westlake to help stu-
dents make their style 
decisions. 

“Savvi Gives Back 
program is a great way 
for schools to earn mon-
ey with little to no effort 
all while assisting stu-
dents in saving money 
for prom,” explained Ms. 
Cissell in an email,  

While Savvi enjoys 
being a big help to 
students preparing for 

prom, the company takes 
extra pride in being able 
to assist schools finan-
cially through the Savvi 
Gives Back program. 

Under Savvi Gives 
Back, students receive 
the perk of $50 off their 
rental,  and the school 
receives $10 for each 
Westlake rental!

Savvi’s workers will 
also coordinate with the 
students to match their 
personal interest, as well 
as the individual school’s 
prom theme. 

After several years of 
working with the com-
pany, Ms. Wilson has 
become a believer.

“ I love it. Sometimes 
you all don’t know how 
good you look dressed 
up, and it doesn’t mat-

ter how much it costs, 
but Savvi makes sure 
to have reasonable 
and affordable costs,” 
expressed Ms. Wilson 
happily.

Savvi’s website goes 
to great lengths to pro-
mote the experience of 
prom, especially with 
its mission statement, 
which we have reprinted 
below.

“Express yourself 
with confidence from the 
perfect time to bring out 
your best and uniquely 
you. Carry on the tradi-
tion of prom your way 
and dress it up right 
and make an entrance 
that gets the wow you 
deserve!”

For students like 
Joshua Rich, Savvi is the 

perfect opportunity. 
“I am definitely un-

prepared and need to go 
somewhere to get a tux” 
said Joshua.

Other students, who 
are excited that prom is 
close, haven’t yet thought 
about the specifics and 
need to get the details 
figured out. 

Savvi Formalwear 
politely asks to get ready 
three weeks prior to 
prom make sure that 
there is enough time for 
any changes.

If you are one of the 
unprepared, then here 
are the top 5 tips that 
are here to SAVE the day, 
PROM day! 

1. Think outside the 
box and prevent match-
ing when choosing your 

formalwear.
2. Follow the theme 

of prom, “A Night in 
Paris.”

3. Be sure you are 
confident in your dress 
or tuxedo.

4. Wear shoes that 
are comfortable for you.

5. Plan ahead, be-
cause time management 
is key.

The closest Savvi For-
malwears are located at 
the following locations:

1. Greenbriar Mall 
Shopping Center, 2841 
Greenbriar Pkwy SW, 
Atlanta, GA 30331

2. Lenox Square, 3393 
Peachtree Rd, Atlanta, 
GA 30326

3. 2980 Cobb Pkwy, 
Atlanta, GA 30339

4. Northlake Mall, 
4800 Briarcliff Rd NE, 
Atlanta, GA 30345 W

YOUNG DESIGNER WANTS TO CREATE YOUR NEW LOOK
BY STAFF
ATLANTA -The legends 
of entrepreneurship go 
a little something like 
this. Steve Jobs began 
Apple in a garage. Mark 
Zuckerberg invented Fa-
cebook in a dorm room, 
Countless of young 
children who set up lem-
onade stands went on to 
manage multinational 
corporations. 

If you put stock into 
these rag-to-riches 
legends, then you need 
to know about Danielle 
Patterson, an aspiring 
fashion designer who 
aims to get her designs 
worn on campus and 
even at prom.

“My hopes is that I 
can work on a few pro-
jects for prom and really 
make a special design 

for a special event,” said 
Danielle, who has the 
rare combination of hu-
mility and ambition.

“I do it because I like 
it, and when you have a 
passion for clothes, then 
your dream is to make 
your dreams reality. The 
art form is a physical 
medium, so I want these 
clothes I dream up to 
actually exist”

If you are inter-
ested in working with a 
talented peer to create a 
unique wardrobe expres-
sive of your personality, 
then you will want to 
contact Danielle and get 
cracking.

Who knows? Maybe 
Danielle is beginning the 
next garage project that 
will grow into an entre-
preneurial success. W 

PROM NEWS
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PREPARE FOR PROM; CHECK THIS ULTIMATE PROM GUIDE
BY RHONDA HUDSON
ATLANTA -Decisions-
Decisions! As prom 
season approaches in 
Atlanta’s South Fulton 
community, many deci-
sions have to be made.

In this evolving era 
of technology and social 
media, teen proms have 
become more than a 
high school tradition.

Prom Night has 
morphed into the social 
event of the season 
where Instagram is king. 

Most young ladies 
and gentlemen are 
gearing up for the most 
extravagant “Promposal,”  
the event of asking a 
potential date out to the 
prom with hopes that 
their creative ideas to 
ask the big question will 
be captured on social 
media and go viral.  

Regardless of new 
trends in accepting and 
attending the ultimate 
date night, there are a 
few etiquette guidelines 
that will help make 
planning the event less 
stressful and drama free 
for teens and parents.

****** 
Create a 

Prom Budget
Financing the prom 

can cost a small fortune 
without proper planning 
and communication. The 
question is who pays? 

Traditionally, the 
gentleman paid for all 
expenses including tick-
ets, limo, pictures, and 
dinner. Today, whoever 
is asking, whether gen-
tleman or young lady, 
should pay for the prom 
tickets. 

The other cost should 
be agreed upon among 
the families well in 
advance in order to miti-
gate confusion.

****** 
Choose the Date
No longer does the 

young lady have to wait 
to be asked to the prom.

Today, young ladies 
ask gentlemen and 
groups of friends attend 
the prom together. 

Rule of thumb, after 
a prom invitation has 
been accepted, go out 
on a date prior to the 
prom in order to become 
acquainted with one 
another in a social set-
ting outside of school. In 
addition, families should 
meet to agree upon 
prom night expectations, 
curfews and schedule.

Be mindful that once 
an invitation to the prom 
has been accepted and 
plans are made, teens 
should keep their word 
and stick to the date.

****** 
Discuss  

Prom Attire
Prom attire may vary 

from school to school. 
Masquerade, Mardi Gras 
and Hollywood are a few 
popular prom themes 
that may dictate the at-
tire. 

Prom invitations 
should address the 
theme and become the 
guide to what to wear.

When deciding the 
color schemes of the 
dress and the tuxedo, 
parties should discuss in 
advance before pur-
chases and rentals are 
made in order to avoid 
mismatch attire. 

Flowers are an inte-
gral and symbolic part of 
the attire. 

Gentlemen should or-
der corsages two weeks 
in advance and pin on 
the ladies’ left side of 
the gown; ladies should 
order boutonnieres two 
weeks in advance for 
gentlemen and place on 
the left lapel.

****** 
Be Fashion 
Forward!  

What are you wear-
ing?  Head to the nearest 
dress shop or depart-
ment store and peruse 
their selections. 

One of our favorite 
places to buy a gown is 
Sweet Elegance Bridal 
located in Decatur.  Well 
worth the drive the staff 
here are so incredibly 
welcoming and provide 
you with a customized 
shopping experience 
that is unparalleled.  

They’ve got a great 
selection of prom dress-
es to choose from.  

Looking for a more 
custom or couture ex-
perience?  I’ve still got 
you covered. Meyonda 
Shanee apparel creates 
masterful attire for your 
special occasions.  

With an eye for detail 
owner/ designer Meyon-
da Benjamin can create 
almost anything you can 
dream of just in time for 
prom.  Allow Meyonda 
to make you a one of a 
kind prom dress that fits 
you perfectly.

****** 
It’s all in 

the Details!  
Pay attention to the 

details.  Do your shoes 
complement your dress?  
What about your date? 

There will be pictures 
taken throughout the 
evening, so it’s a great 
time to have you make-
up done by a profession-
al makeup artist.  

Proper makeup ap-

plication will enhance 
your natural beauty and 
help make sure you are 
picture perfect.

******
Arrive in Style!
Getting there is half 

the fun.  How you arrive 
at Prom sets the tone for 
the entire evening.  

Why not make the 
ride to and from prom 
something you and your 
friends will cherish 
forever? 

A limousine is always 
a nice touch. My friends 
Tiffany and Marlon over 
at MARTI Transportation 
have a super fun solu-
tion.. A fully equipped 
Mercedes Sprinter 
Van with a satellite TV, 
surround-sound, Wi-Fi 
and even karaoke.

****** 
Be Picture Perfect

Hotel Indigo in Col-
lege Park provides the 
perfect background for a 
fun prom shoot.  

While modern and 
sleek the hotel has great 
areas for meeting and 
socializing and was su-
per warm and inviting.

Be sure to capture the 
best moments of prom 
along the way.  Here are 
three tips to help you 
capture prom photos 
you’ll cherish forever.

•Watch Your Back: 
Pay attention to what’s 
behind you.  If the 
background is too busy it 
detracts from the overall 
photo. Stagger your 
stance to avoid  it look-
ing like things are grow-
ing from your head.

•Take it to the Streets:
Go outside and grab 
some fun individual 
and group shots.  A nice 
backyard or local park 
provide a great back-
drop for group photos 
but don’t be afraid to 
use nice architecture or 
stairs to add some vari-
ety to your photos.

•Lighten Up: Pay at-
tention to your lighting.  
When you are able to 
find a nice bright area 
just make sure people 
are not squinting in the 
sunlight, and shift your 
angles to avoid harsh 
shadows.

Most of all, relax and 
have a good time!

****** 
Vendors 

Formalwear: 

* SweetEleganceBridal.com

* fashionfrenzyatl.com

* MADE- Meyonda.com

Transportation:  

* MartiTransportation.com

Makeup: 

* MakeupByCharlene.net

Venue: 

* Hotel Indigo    W

Westlake is holding 
its annual Prom Expo 
again this year. The 
Prom Expo is an opper-
tunity for students to get 
information about busi-
nesses, vendors, services, 
and entrepreneurs that 
are available to them 
during prom season.  

We will be holding 
our Prom Expo on Tues-

day, March 15 during 
our lunches (1141a.m.-
1:51p.m.).  

This is an excellent 
opportunity to provide 
students with  busi-
ness cards, flyers, list of 
services, etc., and to help 
promote our community 
businesses.  

If you have anyone 
you know that could 

PROM NEWS

BUSINESSES GAIN ENTRY TO 
WESTLAKE’S PROM EXPO 

offer our students their 
services in preparation 
for prom (hair, nails, 
dresses, barbers, limos/
car services, restaurants, 
etc.), please have them 
contact me by Friday, 
March 5, 2016.  

We appreciate you 
and their business being 
a part of the Westlake 
family. W

Prom Theme:  A Night in Paris
Date:  Saturday, April 23, 2016

Time: 8p.m.-12a.m.
Venue:  Delta Flight Museum

PROM EXPECTATIONS FOR 
JUNIORS AND SENIORS
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BULLETIN BOARD

KEEP UP WITH ALL THESE SCHOOL EVENTS
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FINE ARTS AND HUMANITIES NEWS

2015 SCHOOL LITERARY MAGAZINE AVAILABLE FOR ORDER
200 PLUS 
PAGES! 
BY STAFF
ATLANTA - Have 
you enjoyed read-
ing the poetry from 
Emmanuel Griggs 
and N’Naserri Crew-
Johnson that we have 
featured in the PRIDE 
Newsletter? 

If so, in the Spring 
of 2015, we published 
the ROAR Literary 
Magazine, which 
encompassed the 
creative writing of 32 
talented students at 
Westlake High School.

These students 
submitted their liter-
ary work and work-

shopped their writing 
until it became what 
you see in this liter-
ary magazine. For 
example, several of 
our students were 
even able to present 
their plays in a young 
playwrighting festival 
at the Horizon Theatre, 
where they attended 
and saw Atlanta actors 
read their scripts.

Overall, we have 
228 pages of student 
writing to share with 
the community, and 
frankly, the students 
have done a great job 
creating a stunning 
collection of work.

Below are quick 
samples of the dif-
ferent genres repre-
sented in the Literary 

This Week’s Feature Sections
Prose (Short Stories, Monologues, and Novellas)

“Blowstorm” by Ishmail Edwards (102)
“Deemo & the Girl” by Emmanuel Griggs (26)

“Deidra” by Daesia Harvey (76)
“Detached Destiny by Bre’Anna House (197)

“Dust Devil” by Ashley Bridgeforth (118)
“Forever the Prey” by Jalen Brown (211)

“Gentle Earthquake” by Elexus Griffin (209)
“A Grandmother’s Love” by Jhalen Baugh (66)

“I Hate Vampires” by Aminah Cottle (198)
“Just Behind the 8 Ball” by Jordan Miles (50)

“Loneliness” by Jalen Brown (211)
“Noctilucent Cloud” by Taliyah Holloway (126)    

“Not Like Me” by Destinee Holt (59)
“Shopping Addiction” by Jhalen Baugh (68)

“Sirens” by Ashley Bridgeforth (114)
“Swirling Inferno” by Kenneth Flynn (91)

“Symmetry” by Ciann Foster (206)
“The Story of My Boys” by James-Wesley Jones (110)

“Usher” by Christine Smallwood (207)
“Yellow Paint” by Destinee Holt (59)

“Yourself” by Destinee Holt (59)

Magazine, which 
features short stories, 
scripts, poetry, paint-
ings, drawings, and 
interviews with local 
Atlanta artists. 

If you would like 
to read ROAR Liter-
ary Magazine in 
its entirety for free 
or order a physical 
boudn copy for cost, 
please visit the fol-
lowing website:http://
www.magcloud.
com/browse/is-
sue/940354?__
r=566239

We want to spot-
light these talented 
writers and encourage 
an atmosphere of crea-
tive expression, artistic 
collaboration, and in-
tellectual bravery! W
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SPORTS NEWS

2016 ATHELTIC CALENDAR AVAILABLE FOR PREORDER
BY STAFF
ATLANTA - If you are 
interested in supporting 
the Westlake Athletic 
Department, then please 
preorder a Westlake 
2016 Athletic Calendar!

Each month of this 
12 month calendar is 
dedicated to one sport 
(and in some cases two 
or three) and features 
top atheltes galore.

Nearly all pictures 
in the calendar were 
taken by CadyStudios, 
who gives an impressive 
professional edge to our 
student athletes.

You can look through 

the thumbnails to the 
right to get an idea of the 
calendar’s design, but 
when printed, the calen-
dar will be full-sized and 
ready to hang on your 
wall or be displayed on 
your desk.

Featured sports in-
clude swimming, wres-
tling, soccer, baseball, 
softball, track and field, 
golf, tennis, rifle, volley-
ball, cross county, cheer, 
band, dance, football, 
and basketball.

For more informa-
tion, please email the 
athletic director, Coach 
Wilson at wilsonr3@
fultonschools.org
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STUDENT SERVICES’ CORNER

COUNSELOR’S CORNER

ATLANTA - To make it 
easy to send transcripts 
to colleges, Fulton Coun-
ty Schools has partnered 
with Parchment to pro-
vide secure online tran-
script ordering available 

PARCHMENT REGISTRATION 
FOR SENIORS

24/7. 
Creating the account 

is free and only takes a 
few steps. All seniors re-
ceived their Parchment 
registration codes on 
September 24th and/or 
25th and should regis-
ter with Parchment right 

ATLANTA- On May 20, 
2016, senior  students 
will be closing this chap-
ter on their high school 
career. 

Congratulations to all 
the senior students and 
parents of senior stu-
dents who have almost 
made it to the graduation 
milestone.

CHECKING SENIOR STATUS
Counsellors will begin 

senior status checks im-
mediately following the 
schedule change window 
so we can inform you of 
your student’s specific 
status.

Thank you in advance 
for your patience and un-
derstanding.

 

 
9th Grade (A - Z): Antonio Grissom,  

grissom@fultonschools.org 
470-346-6400 x46429 

 
10th – 12th (A – E):  Anthony Decosta,  

decosta@fultonschools.org 
470-346-6400 x46434 

 
10th – 12th (E – K): Beatrice Ford,  

fordb@fultonschools.org 
470-346-6400 x46482 

 
10th - 12th (L – Q): Shelia Reese-Jackson (Head),   

reeses@fultonschools.org 
470-346-6400 x46433

 
10th - 12th (R – Z): Dawn Perry, 

perrydb@fultonschools.org 
470-346-6400 x46432 

Guidance Secretary: Donna Carter, 
carterd2@fultonschools.org 

470-346-6400

CONTACTING COUNSELORS

Student Services Administration

Curriculum Assistant Principal: Cecelia Johnson,
johnsonc5@fultonschools.org

Administrative Assistant: Candice Hickman,  
hickmanc@fultonschools.org

Student Support Staff

College and Career Advisor: Steven Johnson 
johnsons16@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400 x46462

504 Coordinator and 
Graduation Coach: Twanda Harrison, 

harrisont1@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400 x46428

Instructional Support Teacher: Jennifer Swint, 
swint@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400 x46444

     
SEC Department Chair: Andrea Freeman,  

freemana1@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400 x46444

Data Specialist: Jan McLemore,  
mclemorej@fultonschools.org

 
Back Up Data Specialist: Mesi Spencer,

spencerm@fultonschools.org 

Records Clerk: Jenna Bannister,
bannister@fultonschools.org

Guidance Secretary: Donna Carter, 
carterd2@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400

School Social Worker: Willette Stephens,  
stephensw@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400 x46483

 
School Psychologist: Judith Perkins 

perkinsj@fultonschools.org 
 

School Psychologist: Elizabeth Scott, 
scottea@fultonschools.org

ATLANTA- As the year 
advances, you may find 
yourself in need of con-
tacing one of Westlake’s 
counselors.

When that happens, 
we want to make sure 
that you know the correct 
number and can quickly 
get in touch with the per-
son who can best help 
your student.

Below, you will find a 
list of useful contacts for 

the counselors.
If you need to set up 

a parent-teacher con-
ference, we can set up a 
conference with all your 
student’s teachers if you 
contact the Student Ser-
vices office. 

Please either call the 
school at (404) 346-6400 
and request Student Ser-
vices or email Jeanine 
Griswold at the email ad-
dress posted below.

CONTACTING STUDENT SUPPORT STAFF
Please use the following numbers to contact the school in times of need.

ATLANTA-  Join our dis-
tribution list to receive 
texts and/or emails with 
information on upcom-
ing college representa-
tive visits and scholar-
ship updates. 

Both students and 
parents are encouraged 
to register.  

SIGN UP FOR REMIND 101
Don’t be left out of the 

loop—join today. 
To receive messages 

via text, text @566a2 to 
81010 or to receive mes-
sages via email, send an 
email to 566a2@mail.
remind.com.   

COUNSELING PROGRAMS

 
School Programs ............................................... 
• Counselors’ Corner will be held in the school caf-
eteria (November 3rd) 
• Apply to College Day (November 5th) 
• Counselors’ Corner will be held in the school caf-
eteria (November 17th) 

9th Grade Programs ............................................... 
• 9th Grade BRIDGE Law Benchmark Activity:  
Career Interest Inventory ( October - Novemeber) 
• Suicide Prevention Classroom Guidance:  
Signs of Suicide (October - November) 
    
 

10th Grade Programs ............................................ 
• 10th Grade BRIDGE Law Benchmark Activity: Dual 
Enrollment and College Credit Now Opportunities 
(November 18th - 19th) 

11th Grade Programs ............................................ 
• Applying to College Guidance Lesson (November 
10th – 11th) 
• Fall Junior Classroom Guidance: What Colleges 
Consider in Admissions (November) 
• 11th Grade BRIDGE Law Benchmark Activity: Vir-
tual College Search (November)  

12th Grade Programs ............................................ 
 • Please see School Programs 

Counseling Programs Reaching 11th - 12th..... 
• College and Career Center 
• College Representatives at WHS (Grades 11-12)
 
 

Counseling Programs Reaching 9th–12th ........ 
• New Student Enrollments 
• Academic Advisement 
• Post-Secondary Planning and Advising 
• Dual Enrollment Information 
• Parent/Teacher Conferences 
• Summer School Information 
• Community Agency Referrals 
• Collaboration with Teachers, Administrators, 
School Social Worker, and School Psychologist 
• Care Team Referrals 
• SAT and ACT Information 
• Crisis Intervention 
• Career Guidance and Exploration 
• Transcribing Student Records

TESTING CORNER

BY STAFF
ATLANTA - State scores 
from the 2014-15 admin-
istration of the Georgia 
Milestones Assessment 
System (Georgia Mile-
stones in grades 3-8 and 
Georgia Milestones EOCs 
in grades 9-12) were re-
leased. 

These preliminary 
scores reflect the first ad-
ministration of Georgia’s 
new comprehensive test-
ing system. 

This year’s assess-
ment results establish a 
baseline for the progress 
we expect student to 
make over time.  

According to the 
Georgia Department 
of Education, the state 
showed overall lower re-
sults than in past years.  

“These results show 
a lower level of student 
proficiency than Geor-
gians are used to seeing, 
but that does not mean 
Georgia students know 
less or that teachers are 
not doing a great job – 
it means they’ve been 
asked to clear a higher 
bar,” State School Super-

intendent Richard Woods 
said. 

State Results for GA
9th Grade English 

(25% Beginning, 39% De-
veloping, 29% Proficient, 
6% Distinguished)

American Lit (25% 
Beginning, 39% Develop-
ing, 29% Proficient, 6% 
Distinguished)

Algebra (31% Begin-
ning, 36% Developing, 
26% Proficient, 8%Dis-
tinguished)

Geometry (32% Be-
ginning, 35% Developing, 
25% Proficient, 8% Dis-
tinguished)

Biology (37% Begin-
ning, 25% Developing, 
29% Proficient, 9% Dis-
tinguished)

Physical Science (36% 
Beginning, 33% Develop-
ing, 26% Proficient, 5% 
Distinguished)

US History (27% Be-
ginning, 34% Developing, 
30% Proficient, 9% Dis-
tinguished)

Economics (30% Be-
ginning, 31% Developing, 
30% Proficient, 9% Dis-
tinguished)

STATE MILESTONES RESULTS

Representatives
3 Parents:  
      Chris Lennon  
      Keisha Minter,  
      Christel Jackson
2 Teachers:  
      Yoshana Jones,  
      Ashley Barker
2 Community:  
      Suzanne Wilborn,  
      Rhonda Hudson
2 School Employees:        
      Chantrise Holliman,  
      Estella B. Cook

FY16 SGC  
Meeting Calendar 

Location:  
Westlake High School 
Media Center 

Time:  
Tues. 4:30-5:30 PM

Dates: 
12/01/15, 1/26/15, 
2/23/15, 3/22/15, 
5/10/15

SCHOOL GOVERNANCE 
COUNCIL ANNOUNCED
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CALENDAR OF SCHOOL EVENTS

Spring Break ..................................................... 4/4 - 4/8 
DATE: Monday 4/4 - Friday 4/8 

PLACE: NO SCHOOL

Cheerleading Awards Ceremony ................ 4/13 
DATE: Wednesday 4/13 
PLACE: Auditorium @ 6:30pm - 7:30pm

Senior Awards ........................................................ 4/14 
DATE: Thursday 4/14 
PLACE: Auditorium @ 6:30pm - 8:30pm

Tri-M Induction Ceremony .............................. 4/15 
DATE: Friday 4/15 
PLACE: The Black Box @ 3:30pm - 8:30pm

Poetry in Motion ................................................... 4/15 
DATE: Friday 4/15 
PLACE: Band Room @ 7:00pm - 8:30pm

Come WEST8 Entrance Exam ......................... 4/16 
DATE: Saturday 4/16 
PLACE: Media Center @ 9:00am - 12:00pm

Walk to Stop Diabetes - SkillsUSA ............... 4/16 
DATE: Saturday 4/16 
PLACE: Football Field @ 9:00am - 11:30am

Advanced Placement Practice .........,............. 4/16 
DATE: Saturday 4/16 
PLACE: Various Classrooms 
CALCULUS AB: Room 205 (8:00am-12:00pm) 
CALCULUS BC: Room 203 (8:00am-12:000pm)
CHEMISTRY: Room 284 (10:00am - 1:00pm) 
LITERATURE: Room 217 (8:30am - 12:30pm)

Annexation, Deannexation ............................. 4/16 
and Incorporation Summit  
DATE: Saturday 4/16 
PLACE: Auditorium @ 10:00am - 1:00pm

Walk to Stop Diabetes - SkillsUSA ............... 4/16 
DATE: Saturday 4/16 
PLACE: Football Field @ 9:00am - 11:30am

ASVAB Test ................................................................ 4/18 
DATE: Monday 4/18 
PLACE: Auditorium @ 9:00am - 12:00pm

JROTC Awards Ceremony ................................. 4/21 
DATE: Thursday 4/21 
PLACE: Cafeteria @ 6:00pm - 8:30pm

Swim Team Awards Ceremony ...................... 4/30 
DATE: Saturday 4/30 
PLACE: Escape the Room 2:45pm - 5:00pm  
PLACE: Hard Rock Cafe  5:00 - 6:45pm

Westlake High School Graduation............. 5/20 
DATE: Friday 5/20  
PLACE: Georgia Dome @ 7:00pm

STUDENTS OF THE DAY

Saturday 4/16

Jonshea Nutson

Saturday 4/16

Malcolm Hope

Wedesday 4/13 

Darius Thomas

Thursday 4/14 

Tariq Singleton-Peters

MONDAY 4/11 MILAN SHUMPERT comes to class every day ready to 

engage. Milan gives her best and strives for excellence.  She is never 

satisfied with mediocrity.  She desires the best grades possible and 

seeks to understand the material.  Milan is such a pleasure to teach 

and to have in the classroom! (Nominated by Ms. Bolden) SHAKIR 

CREWS is a natural leader. In the classroom, Shakir keeps his group 

on task and does not mind helping those in need of a little assistance. 

At the recent SkillsUSA State Leadership Conference, Shakir took un-

derclassmen under his wings and was an excellent big brother. Shakir does an excellent job as a SkillsUSA officer and as a 

student. (Nominated by Ms. Thornton) KALEB BACON recently fixed a friend’s laptop that had been broken for three years. 

Kaleb went out of his way to troubleshoot the laptop, figure out a solution, and see the maintenance through. Kaleb did not 

even charge for his time and effort, a sign that he was helping a friend because it was right thing to do. Thanks for being a 

student IT worker. (Nominated by Mr. Gossett) 

to advise an underclassman at the SkillsaUSA State Competition. She began by sharing her wardrobe with a student who had 

not adequately prepared. I saw her draw this underclassman in and say, “I have an extra red blazer in my suitcase. What size 

blouse do you wear? I have extra blouses as well.”  She continued to be a resource and source for any and all who needed her. 

She was never intrusive; however, she was always aware of when she was needed. Danielle’s approach was always collabora-

tive and never pedantic. Danielle modestly modeled appropriate behavior, always prepared, always being where she should 

be. (Nominated by Ms. Lamb)

future ahead of her. (Nominated by Ms. Kenney)

THURSDAY 4/14 ADARIUS BOOKER is a senior who is proactively 

working towards getting a jump on college before he actually gradu-

ates from high school.  On his own time, Adarius takes classes at one of 

the local colleges in the evening after attending his regular high school 

classes here at Westlake.  Yes, “Booker” is going places. (Nominated by 

Ms. Battle) BAILEY WOODBERRY has been working hard to excel in 

my class. Her determination is something to be admired. I feel lucky to 

be her teacher! (Nominated by Ms. Thorne) WYNTER HOLLIDAY is a 

delegate representing Westlake High School and the state of Georgia at the Congress of Future Science and Technology Lead-

ers to be held June 29 – July 1, 2016 at Harvard University in Boston, Mass. She is being recognized because of her outstanding 

grades, her leadership potential, her success as a varsity cheerleader, and her desire to contribute to the field of science and 

technology. She was selected through their academic partnership with Washington Adventist University. (Nominated by Ms. 

Harrison) 

FRIDAY 4/15 KISHONE LARK is a true leader and scholar in AP Statistics. Kishone is 

always willing to go above and beyond the call of duty to help everyone around him. 

Kishone never loses hope. Kishone is a determined scholar. (Nominated by Ms. Belinga) 

SHAKIR CREWS did not hesitate to step up and step out, extending himself to the fresh-

man entrusted to him at the SkillsUSA State Leadership Conference. He has a perfect 

balance of confidence, competence, and humility. His care taking was instructional and 

protective but never intrusive. Shakir exceeded all expectations regarding where he was 

to be and when.  Any disappointments were either unnoticed or not absorbed. We never 

heard a disparaging word. (Nominated by Ms. Lamb) 

SENIOR BIRTHDAYS

   

TUESDAY 4/12 ALEXYS TODD is the top performing student in her 

class.  She is eager to learn and is always attentive and focused.  Alex-

ys exemplifies what it means to have Westlake PRIDE.  She is a joy to 

teach and deserves recognition for all of her hard work! (Nominated 

by Ms. Bolden) JORDAN BROWN goes above and beyond for DECA 

and in his Advanced Marketing class. He displays excellence in and 

outside of the classroom. Jordan is an asset to the DECA organization. 

(Nominated by Ms. Mecca Jones) DANIELLE PATTERSON was quick 

Sunday 4/10

Malik Rogers

Thursday 4/7 

Shakir Muhammad

Friday 4/8 

Shalliejah Evans

Friday 4/8 

Elexis Pruitt

Saturday 4/9 

Justin Zondo

Wednesday 4/6 

Hannah Zanders

Monday 4/4

Xylia Lewis

Monday 4/4 

Ariana Barber

Wednesday 4/6 

Emanuel Graham

Saturday 4/16

Deskdria Scott

WEDNESDAY 4/13 KEMARIO WILLIAMS and JAMAL WATSON al-

ways helpful and make sure that the classroom is in order after labs.  

Kemario and Jamal pitch in to help every day without even being asked.  

These young men embody what Westlake is all about and I am grateful 

to be their teacher. (Nominated by Ms. Bolden) ALEXANDRIA FRANK-

LIN is always willing to assist staff with errands when needed. She is 

a very bright and intelligent student. She is always focused on being 

successful academically. Alexandria has a very bright and promising 
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