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BY CHELSEA CARTER, 
JANICE POE
ATLANTA - We all love 
Disney, because for most 
young adults, Disney is 
a big part of their child-
hood.

From the magical love 
in Beauty and the Beast to 
the adventures of The Lit-
tle Mermaid, Disney cap-
tured the hearts of the 
world in over 160 films 
and five parks around 
the world. 

You will not believe, 
however, the magic Dis-
ney conjured for two 
Westlake students who 
went to Disney on a trip 
of a lifetime. (CONTIN-
UED PAGE 2)

DISNEY WELCOMES
 WESTLAKE DREAMERS

21ST CENTURY LEADERSHIP AWARD ANNOUNCED
BY BRANDON MCCLOUD
ATLANTA - Jonathan 
Johnson, a determined, 
noble-headed young 
man who assembles a 
body of leadership quali-
ties, has won a statewide 
search for leaders.

The highly selective 
21 Century Leadership 
Award is awarded to only 
20 high school students 
across the state.

In order to receive this 
award one must demon-
strate strong leadership 
in community service, 
entrepreneurship, envi-
ronmental sustainability, 
and school leadership. 

Jonathan was the 
head of a Lupus Walk in 
early August, a charity 
event that supported in-
dividuals who struggle 
against  this illness. 

This walk took place 
at Westlake High School. 
and Jonathan orches-
trated this event from 
the ground up, being 
the instructor of various 
roles and jobs that were 
involved in the Lupus 
Walk.

In early March, Jona-
than received his 21st 
Century Leadership 
Award, which included 
a $250 grant, but those 

NEW FULTON HOLIDAY 
DECLARED FOR OUR 

BASKETBALL CHAMPS
BY STAFF
ATLANTA - Fulton 
County has declared a 
new holiday, one that 
will be near and dear to 
Westlake students.

From now on, eve-
ry March 16th will be 
“Westlake Boys Bas-
ketball Day,” a day that 
honors our 2016 State 
Championship team.

The team attend-
ed the Fulton County 
Board of Commission-
ers meeting on March 
16th, where Commis-
sioner Emma Darnell 
presented the team with 
awards, took pictures 
with the team, and an-
nounced their holiday.

“It was an honor 
to attend the Board of 
Commissioners meet-
ing,” said senior Raquan 
Wilkins, a vital member 
of the championship 
team.

“It helped us realize 
the impact we have had 
county-wide with the 
win.”

The holiday will be 
celebrated across Ful-
ton County and appear 
on the official county 
documents, but to an-
swer the burning ques-
tion that all students 

must be asking----no, 
the new holiday will not 
be a day off of school.

However, Westlake 
Boys Basketball Day will  
occupy some prime real 
estate on your calen-
dar, because the week 
already holds Pi Day 
(3/14), the Ides of March 
(3/15), and St. Patrick’s 

Day (3/17).
Being the third in a 

string of four holidays 
is quite an honor, and it 
should make for a good 
celebration next year, 
when perhaps Westlake 
will be celebrating back-
to-back wins.

Westlake’s Boys Bas-

ketball team earned this 
holiday by winning the 
Georgia State Champion-
ship Tournament, defeat-
ing their region rivals, 
the Pebblebrook Falcons, 
68 - 58.

With their win, West-
lake brought the title 
back to South Fulton, 
which was certainly a 
point of pride for the 
Fulton County Board of 
Commissioners.

C o n g rat u l a t i o n s 
to the boys who have 
achieved so much this 
year and will be re-
membered for years 
to come through their 
new holiday. W

who are familiar Jona-
than’s large heart know 
that he  helps others only 
for the self-fulfillment 
that comes with helping 
others.

After receiving the 
award, Jonathan reacted 
seemed to have the same 
attitude and drive as he 
did when he was setting 
up the Lupus walk. 

“The award motivated 
me to keep doing leader-
ship projects and to con-
tinue to help my commu-
nity and to help others 
reach their goals,” said 
Jonathan, spoken like a 
true lion. 

Jonathan Johnson 
will continue to amaze 
and inspire others with 
his acts of kindness and 
leadership for years to 
come. Unfortunately, 
Westlake High School 
only has one more year 
to bask in his generosity. 

Congratulations to 
Jonathan Johnson, a man 
of many talents but one 
common goal---to in-
spire. If you would like to 
read more about the Lu-
pus walk that Jonathan 
coordinated, please read 
inside this edition (CON-
TINUED ON PAGE 9)



BY STAFF
ATLANTA-Disney, long 
known as the standard 
bearer for dreams and 
imagination, handpicked 
100 students from across 
the country to enter the 
Dreamer Academy, an 
elite group of students 
who are making their 
ambitious dreams a real-
ity, and in the process, re-
inventing the world like 
Walt Disney once did.

This year, two West-
lake students, junior 
N’Nasseri Carew-John-
son and freshman Nina 
Giddens, became mem-
bers of the Dreamers 
Academy Class of 2016, 
and as members, they 
received an all-expens-
es-paid four day trip to 
the Disney World theme 
park in Orlando, Florida, 
as well as the chance to 
workshop dream projects 
with Disney profession-
als.

N’Nasseri and Nina 
were among only 100 
students selected from a 
pool of almost 8,000 ap-
plicants, which means 
that the selective pro-
gram has an acceptance 
rate of .01 percent, a 
stunning figure that re-
veals just how competi-
tive N’Nasseri and Nina 
were as applicants.

Nina raved about her 
experience at the highly 
sought after program 
with an abundance of 
uplifting energy.

“Disney Dreamers 
was single-handily the 
best experience I have 
ever had in my life. From 
the moment that we 
stepped off our plane to 
the moment we stepped 
back on it to go home, 
we were engulfed in the 
magic of Disney World,” 
said Nina.

When asked to pick 
one moment that repre-
sented the magic of Dis-
ney, Nina did not pause.

“The parade,” she ex-
claimed.

When the Dream-
ers first arrived, they 
were given the opportu-
nity to participate Disney 
World’s famous daily pa-
rade, where they would 
join such iconic floats as 
the towering castle from 
Cinderella, the pirate gal-
leon from Peter Pan, the 
under-the-sea jubilee 
music box from The Little 
Mermaid, and a hot air 
balloon piloted by Mick-
ey and Minnie.

“Ever since I was lit-
tle, I have wanted to walk 
in a parade, or more spe-
cifically, dance in a pa-
rade” said Nina.
 “And where better to 

accomplish one of your 
dreams than Disney 
World?”

When Dreamers were 
given the option to either 
ride on a float or walk, 
Nina knew which she 
would choose.

“I was going to walk, 
because I wanted to do 
turns and leaps and all 
types of poses, and I 
would not be able to do 
that on a float. I made 
sure I was walking.” 

After this star treat-
ment, Dreamers were 
split into small groups 
and greeted by their own 
personal tour guides, 
called Disney Reps, who 
explained that Dreamers 
would have access to all 
the park had to offer.

According to 
N’Nasseri, her Disney 
Rep, a park employee 
who had taken time 
from her job to tour the 
Dreamers, was extremely 

helpful.
“Anywhere we need-

ed to go, our Rep knew. 
Anyone we needed to 
meet, she would know. 
She knew all our inter-
view times and kept us 
on schedule. I would say 
that she was a mentor.”

On the most basic 
level, this trip was a re-
ward for hardworking, 
high achieving students, 
so the program prior-
itized making time for 

students to explore each 
park. One day they trav-
elled Epcot, another day 
they were charmed by 
the Magic Kingdom, and 
yet another day they ad-
ventured through the 
Animal Kingdom. 

To maximize their 
park experience, each 
Dreamer also received 
an electronic armband 
called the Disney Mag-
icBand that held an array 
of functions. It electroni-

DISNEY DREAMERS

cally served as a room 
key, credit card, ticket for 
the parks, and pass for its 
user to skip lines at rides. 

If you have been to 
Disney recently, then you 
might think you know 
these, but N’Nasseri and 
Nina received a special 
edition for the Dream-
ers Academy, engraved 
and made with unlimited 
skips for lines at rides in-
stead of the usual three 
ride limit. 

DISNEY WELCOMES WESTLAKE DREAMERS
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The park also provid-
ed Dreamers fifty social 
media challenges, where 
they raced to tweet pic-
tures of their small teams 
accomplishing different 
challenges, such as poses 
in front of attractions or 
during team building ex-
ercises. 

Dreamers posted their 
pictures under #DDADis-
ney, a hashtag that live-
streamed on huge tel-
evision screens at “base,” 
the room where Dream-
ers congregated between 
activities, so everyone 
could keep up with each 
other and build a sense 
of community.

With each social me-
dia challenge, teams 
gained points, so there 
was a sense of healthy 
competition that was 
continually fostered by 
Disney Champions, col-
lege students who had at-
tended Dreamers Acad-
emy while they were in 
high school and returned 
to lead the teams for a 
new crop of Dreamers.

“I definitely want to 
be a Champion when I 
get older,” commented 
Nina, who knew after day 
one that she would strive 
to continue her involve-
ment with the standout 
program.

But exploring the 
theme park, no matter 
how fun, was just the 
tip of the iceberg for the 
Dreamers’ VIP perks.

Another dimension of 
the Dreamers Academy 
that stood out to Nina was 
the emphasis on culture, 
specifically a private tour 
of the Kinsey Collection, 
a renowned collection of 
African-American arte-
facts.

While looking at the 
artefacts, the Dreamers 
were visited by an older 
man and woman, who 
turned out to be Mr. and 
Mrs. Kinsey, the owner of 
the collection. 

“I was so moved by 
their collection of arte-
facts that when they tak-
ing questions, I raised my 
hand with a statement,” 
said Nina, who recount-
ed what she had told the 
Kinseys. 

“Thank you so much 
for collecting these arte-
facts and allowing Dis-
ney to borrow them. One 
of my biggest joys in life 
is learning about myself 
through others, and you 
have given me that, so 
thank you.” 

And how did the Kin-
seys react to Nina’s kind 
words?

“They gave me the 
biggest hug I have ever 
received. They turned 
into my grandparents for 
a second. I never would 
have thought I got to 
meet the Kinseys, much 
less hugged them,” said 
Nina.

The Dreamers Acad-
emy also maintained a 
strong commitment to 
building the entrepre-
neurial spirit needed to 
make dreams a reality. 

In fact, N’Nasseri and 
Nina participated in busi-
ness workshops, discus-
sions, panels, and semi-
nars with many famous 
icons such as Yolanda 
Adams, Lance Hendrick-
son, Steve Harvey, Lam-
mon Rucker, and Silento 
to name a few

During these sessions, 
each Dreamer was chal-
lenged to network with 
professionals and devel-

op a dream to workshop.
Then, on a day called 

the “Deep Dive,” the 
Dreamers spent the 
whole day turning their 
dreams into realities. 

When the day for 
the Deep Dive arrived, 
each Dreamer actualized 
their dream by using 
Disney resources under 
the guidance of a Disney 
professional who works 
in the field that most in-
terested the student. 

And how amazing 
were these Deep Dives? 
Well, let’s look at what a 
couple of the opportuni-
ties that groups got to do.

The engineer group? 
They designed their own 
brand new Disney rides 
by working closely with 
Disney Imagineers, the 
people who design the 
full scale rides, the ani-
matronic characters that 
move and talk, and the 
practical movie effects 

for Disney Studios. The 
ride designs were three 
dimensional mock ups 
that physically operated 
with little carts.

The filmmaker group? 
They used professional 
equipment at Disney 
Studios and were able to 
develop their ideas with 
Will Packer, producer for 
Straight Outta Compton, 
Think Like a Man, The 
Wedding Ringer, and 
Ride Along. They aired 
their products for all the 
Dreamers to enjoy on a 
flat screen TV.

The baker group? 
They used Disney’s kitch-
ens, presumably the 
same ones used by Dis-
ney’s five star resorts, to 
prepare their own key 
lime pie, chocolate pie, 
strawberry short cake, 
and other delectable des-
serts, which they shared 
with their grateful peers. 

The acting group? 

They did improv and 
scene work with Mary 
Thompson Hunt, an ac-
tor who performed im-
prov in New York City for 
eleven years before join-
ing Disney.

The sports broadcast-
er group? They record-
ed professional-grade 
sports packages at Dis-
ney’s ESPN facility. They 
then combined all their 
packages into their very 
own sports show.

The dancer group? 
They collaborated with 
Disney choreographers 
to recreate a dance from 
The Lion King, the hit 
Broadway reimagining 
of Disney’s beloved mov-
ie. They then performed 
a dance from The Lion 
King at the big network-
ing dinner for all to enjoy.

Through the Deep 
Dive, the Dreamers 
Academy aimed to turn 
the theme park into an 

DISNEY DREAMERS

interactive classroom, 
a sentiment with which 
Nina agreed.

“It was very fun and 
interesting to learn what 
you would normally 
learn in a classroom but 
in a bigger classroom, 
the best classroom in the 
world----Disney World.”

Honestly, it sounds 
like the Dreamers Acad-
emy accomplished some-
thing more. It brought to 
life the fantasies of mil-
lions of children who 
have visited Disney and 
wanted to live the magic 
more deeply.

After the Deep Dives, 
Dreamers presented 
their accomplishments in 
an open house that was 
affectionately named the 
“Open Mouse,” a refer-
ence to Disney’s iconic 
mascot, Mickey Mouse.

The Open Mouse was 
a chance to show off, but 
more importantly, it was 

Featured Speakers & Mentors 
Disney Dreamers Academy 2016

Steve Harvey, Comedian, Television Host, Radio Personality, Actor, and Author
Brandi Harvey, Executive Director, Steve and Majorie Harvey Foundation

 Karli Harvey, Creative Director, Steve Harvey Products 
Yolanda Adams, Radio Personality, Gospel Singer, Record Producer, and Actor

MC Lyte, Rapper, Entreprenauer, Philanthropist
Tracey Powell, Vice President of Walt Disney World 

Mikki Taylor, ESSENCE Magazine Editor at Large
Michelle Ebanks, ESSENCE Magazine President

Lisa Nichols, Motivational Speaker
Dr. Steve Perry, Principal of Capital Preparatory Magnet, Contributor for CNN and MSNBC

Lance Gross, Actor, Calvin from Tyler Perry’s Meet the Paynes
Lamman Rucker, Actor, Why Did I Get Married?, Will Brown from Tyler Perry’s Meet the Browns

Loni Love, Comedian and Actress, The Real Talk Show
Tamera Mowry-Housley, Actress and Model, The Real Talk Show

Silento, Rapper, “Watch Me (Whip/ Nae-Nae)”
Madison Gibbs, Miss Black USA 2015

Jaylen Bledsoe, 17 year old CEO President/ Founder of Bledsoe Technologies 
Bernard and Shirley Kinsey, Kinsey Foundation for Art and Education
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DISNEY DREAMERS

a big networking event 
where top Disney execu-
tives, directors, and em-
ployees would come and 
talk with the Dreamers, 
ready to make connec-
tions with young, inno-
vative students ready to 
make connections.

“These are things 
that just don’t happen in 
life,” Nina remembered 
thinking when the Open 
Mouse began.

Dreamers only had 
an hour to prepare their 
presentations for the 
Open Mouse, but Disney 
made it an easy process, 
providing poster board 
and pictures from the 
Deep Dives.

You might be asking, 
how were there pictures 
from the Deep Dives? 
Well, Disney employ-
ees had taken pictures 
throughout the Deep 
Dives, printed them, and 
delivered them to each 
Dreamer, so students 
were armed with plenty 
of material to present 
during the Open Mouse. 

“We had full crea-
tive control because they 
planned it so well,” ex-
plained N’Nasseri, clear-
ly in awe of the experi-
ence.

“It was so well 
thought-out. Everything 
was fleshed out and per-
fect. It was the best pro-
gram I have ever done. 
It was amazing,” said 
N’Nasseri, giving amaz-
ing a few extra syllables.

Disney went one step 
further to facilitate the 
networking by provid-
ing each Dreamer with 
a stack of personalized 
business cards, complete 
with name, phone num-
ber, and email, a touch 
that Nina much appreci-
ated.

“I got a lot of business 
cards and have stayed 
in contact with the peo-
ple that I met during the 
Open House, both my 
peers and the adults. 

You have to meet people 
and network,” said Nina, 
sounding like a business 
pro.

There were two Deep 
Dives, however, that 
could not be presented 
during the Open Mouse 
and were instead re-
served for the network-
ing dinner, a mixer for 
the Dreamers and Disney 
employees, which proved 
to be the Dreamers 
Academy’s equivalent of 
prime time.

The first was the 
dance routine from The 
Lion King, which was 
learned and performed 
by our very own Nina, 
who has ambitions to 
one day work as both a 
professional dancer and 
doctor. 

To learn the dance, 
Nina and the other mem-
bers of the Deep Dive 
for dancing were bused 
to the Animal Kingdom, 
where they watched The 
Lion King from the front 
row and interacted with 
the cast. 

After the show ended, 
they went backstage and 
met the cast, as well as 
Ms. Mary, a Disney cho-
reographer who taught 
them the moves to the fi-
nale dance, “The Circle of 
Life,” a spectacular num-
ber where all the actors 
in the show are on stage, 
performing.

As part of her Deep 
Dive, Nina was also able 
to meet Ms. Tara An-
derson, a Disney Show 
Director, who visited the 
Dreamers and discussed 
the world of professional 
arts.

“Most of the time, you 
have to go through so 
many levels to get to her,” 
explained Nina.

“People will try for 
years to have a meet-
ing with her, and as high 
school students, we were 
able to meet her, talk to 
her, have deep conversa-
tion, and get tips about 

being professional danc-
ers. I was like, ‘The magic 
is great! It’s great! It’s 
great!’”

The second Deep 
Dive to be performed at 
the networking mixer 
was actually a video by 
N’Nasseri, who recorded 
a reading of her poem, 
“American Dream,” a riv-
eting five minute long 
spoken word poem that 
tackles contemporary, 
complex struggles in the 
black community with 
a voice as strong as a 
young Ta-Nehisi Coates.

The video for “Amer-
ican Dream,” which 
was edited by Anthony 
Hudson, begins with 
N’Nasseri watching news 
footage from the police 
shooting of Tamir Rice 
before cutting to her 
against a black back-
ground, listing a string 
of names, all black men 
killed far too young. 

N’Nasseri’s vocal in-
terpretation has a soar-
ing rhythm that ends in 
an impressive last line, 
where she defiantly as-
serts that “I’m keeping 
my freedom.”

“American Dream” 
was recently published 
to YouTube and has al-
ready garnered nearly 
700 views, a good sign for 
our emerging “raptivist.” 
If you would like to watch 
N’Nasseri’s video “Ameri-
can Dream,” please use 
the URL below. http://
youtu.be/B5Tn5nU4mL8

The poem’s debut was 
a surprise to N’Nasseri, 
who had no idea that 
they planned to give her 
Deep Dive such a bright 
spotlight.

“Through the ap-
plication process, they 
asked me my top three 
career choices, and mine 
were business, perfor-
mance arts, and spoken 
word poetry,” explained 
N’Nasseri.
 “Based on my selections, 
a woman contacted me 

before the trip and said, ‘I 
see that you’re interested 
in rap and spoken word.’ 
She encouraged me to 
make a video and post it 
to YouTube. Then, a week 
later, at the networking 
mixer, they introduced 
me and put the video up 
for everyone at Disney,” 
recounted N’Nasseri.

“I had no clue. I was 
completely blown away. 
It was a total surprise.”

Another surprise 
came at the end of the 
night when Disney Acad-
emy announced the top 
prize of the event, Out-
standing Disney Dream-
er of the Year, which went 
to only one student out of 
the 100 who attended the 
weekend. 

Outstanding Disney 
Dreamer of the Year, no 
easy award to achieve, 
was especially mean-
ingful because it was 
selected via open ballot, 
a process where each 
Dreamer wrote down the 
name of a deserving peer 
who exemplified the 5 
C’s---curiosity, courage, 
confidence, constancy, 
and creativity.

It turns out that the 
Outstanding Disney 
Dreamer of the Year  
went to none-other-
than N’Nasseri Carew-
Johnson for her video 
of “American Dream,” 
which obviously made 
a deep impact on her 
peers.

“To have two students 
from Westlake make it 
to the Disney Academy 
is fantastic, and having 
one actually win is sim-
ply outstanding,” said Ms. 
Thornton, the school’s 
SkillsUSA sponsor, who 
was instrumental in put-
ting together the Dream-
ers opportunity.

“These young ladies 
always strive to excel,” 
continued Ms. Thornton.

“I thought it was 
amazing that the major-
ity of the kids wrote in 

my name,” add N’Nasseri.
“It wasn’t that they 

found a few people and 
then you voted on a few 
names. It was fill-in the 
blank,” further explained 
N’Nasseri, humble about 
the impact her video had 
on the Dreamers.

In fact, N’Nasseri pre-
ferred talking about the 
voting process rather 
than her award.

“There was a voting 
stand and someone reg-
ulating it. We got stick-
ers with Mickey Mouse 
saying ‘I voted. It was so 
cute. So adorable.”

Since finding such 
success through the 
Dreamers Academy, 
N’Nasseri and Nina have 
both found their stories 
publicized by the media 
in big, exciting ways.

First, N’Nasseri was 
featured in ESSENCE 
magazine’s Young, Fit 
and Fly program, and 
the magazine’s website 
recently named her big 
win as Disney Dreamer 
of the Year as the #Black-
GirlMagic Moment of 
the Week. Accordingly, 
ESSENCE has posted an 
online video under the 
#BlackGirlMagic Mo-
ment of the Week section 
of its website that shows 
N’Nasseri collecting her 
trophy, which is shaped 
like Mickey Mouse, as an 
anchor reads her lengthy 
résumé. You can watch 
the video by Googling 
the phrase “ESSENCE 
N’Nasseri wins Disney’s 
Dreamer of the Year.”

Nina was also rec-
ognized by the national 
media by being one of 
eight Standout Dream-
ers selected to be inter-
viewed for Steve Harvey, 
the television and radio 
star’s daytime talk show.

“They interviewed me 
on the bridge in Epcot, 
and I had Paris and the 
Effiel Tower as the back-
ground. It was very nice,” 
said Nina, who would not 

reveal what she had said 
in the interview.

Nina did confide, 
however, the secret to 
how she was chosen.

“It was the opening 
ceremony, and I was sit-
ting behind some people 
who were media people. 
I was speaking with eve-
rybody because this was 
a once in a lifetime expe-
rience, so my philosophy 
is to go ahead talk to eve-
ryone possible. I just said 
hello and introduced my-
self, not really thinking 
anything of it and didn’t 
see them for the rest of 
the time I was in Disney,” 
began Nina. 

“Then, on the last 
day, I was pulled from 
the graduation for an 
interview. It turned out 
that the people that I had 
spoken with earlier and 
made a connection with 
were producers of the 
Steve Harvey talk show. 
That’s the thing about 
networking, speaking 
with everyone, and being 
nice. I had no idea who I 
was talking to, and I was 
talking to the producers!” 

Both N’Nasseri and 
Nina emphasized just 
how important Steve 
Harvey and ESSENCE 
had been to the program, 
which they co-founded 
with Disney to “encour-
age motivated and suc-
cessful youth to continue 
upon their path of excel-
lence,” according to the 
Dreamers’ website.

Without Steve Harvey 
and ESSENCE, we would 
not have this wonder-
ful program that has so 
thoroughly celebrated 
our Westlake standouts 
and provided them an 
opportunity to stretch 
their imagination and 
creativity.

“Steve Harvey and ES-
SENCE worked so much 
magic in making this 
experience,” N’Nasseri 
gushed.

Nina also wanted to 
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recognize Tracey Powell, 
the Disney Vice Presi-
dent who spearheads the 
event each year, pouring 
her heart into ensuring 
a wonderful Dreamers 
Academy experience.

“I want to thank Trac-
ey Powell, the executive 
of the program. She put 
it best. We saw the magic 
behind the magic. I have 
a newfound respect for 
Disney. The entire time 
we were there, we never 
went through the front 
of the park. We went 
through the back, where 
we saw creative workers 
bringing dreams to life. 
When you see the peo-
ple working, my reaction 
is, ‘How do you think of 
that?’”

The program ended 
with the same atten-
tion to detail that it had 
maintained throughout 
the other days, hosting a 
large wrap party on Sat-
urday night and a com-
mencement ceremony 
on Sunday.

The party featured a 
surprise DJ, legendary 
MC Lyte, who brought to 
the Dreamers the skills 
that she had honed over 
her storied thirty year 
career, showing them 
why she is a pioneer of 
hip-hop and the go-to 

mix master for super-
stars like Michael Jordan, 
who asked her to DJ both 
his wedding and 50th 
birthday.   

The party proved to 
be a surreal experience 
for Nina, who wound up 
dancing with Brely Ev-
ans, actor from Being 
Mary Jane and Sparkle.

On Sunday, support-
ive family members 
poured into the com-
mencement ceremony to 
celebrate their students’ 
dreams, and the event 
proved to be an emotion-
al affair where very few 
eyes were left dry.

“Even the manly 
dudes who the had said 
the day before, ‘Man, I’m 
not going to cry tomor-
row‘ were in tears,” re-
called Nina.

Dreamers were treat-

FOOTBALL PLAYER NEEDS YOUR VOTES FOR COVER PAGE

BY STAFF
ATLANTA - Jaden Hunt-
er, a standout defensive 
end and outside line-
backer, has set his sights 
on gaining a prized spot 
for any athlete----the 
front cover of a national 
magazine. 

The magazine, Fri-
day Night Football, has a 
coverboy contest. where 
each state selects four 
football players to be on 
an issue’s front cover.

The four Georgia ath-
letes with the most votes 

in an online poll will be 
chosen, so Jaden would 
love the support of stu-
dents, parents, and the 
Westlake community 
to help him achieve his 
goals and win the poll.  

Supporters may vote 
at http://www.fnfmaga-
zine.com/ga-coverboy/ 
and vote for Jaden Hunt-
er, Westlake High School! 

Please vote early and 
often. The online poll 
closes April 15th, so we 
want to get a good lead 
going to help Jaden. W 

ed to a key note speech 
from Steve Harvey stir-
ring performance by 
Yolanda Jones, who ser-
enaded their successes. 

At the end of the 
ceremony, mothers ap-
proached their Dream-
ers, and each mother 
gave her Dreamer a ring 
to wear as a reminder of 
the weekend’s dream that 
had become a reality and 
all the dreams that could 
be nurtured in the future.

“That was the mo-
ment that gave me a new 
perspective on life. Ever 
since that day, I have 
worn the ring every sin-
gle day. I am officially 
married to my dream 
because I have a ring to 
prove it,” said Nina. 

“I wear it everyday as 
a reminder to myself that 
I am different and I may 

not always be the most 
popular, but in order to 
be extraordinary, you 
can’t be ordinary.”

Nina has continued to 
keep dreaming and will 
soon be continuing her 
dream at the premiere 
dance company in the 
United States.

“In February this 
year, I received a full tui-
tion scholarship to the 
Alvin Ailey Dance Thea-
tre in New York City for 
a summer camp. Then, 
in March, I go to Dis-
ney Dreamers Academy. 
Right now, I’m so happy. 

In my words, those were 
God winks and back-to-
back blessings, and in the 
words of Big Sean, ‘Way 
up, I feel blessed,” quoted  
Nina.

Similarly, N’Nasseri 
has been inspired by 
Disney to continue her 
dream to fight for a bet-
ter tomorrow with kind-
ness and truth.

“My dream is to intro-
duce social acceptance 
into the world through 
my various organiza-
tions and random acts 
of kindness. Disney gave 
me a platform for doing 

so by introducing me to 
individuals of all walks of 
life, whose stories of dis-
crimination and deter-
mination motivate me to 
make my dream a reality 
every day.”

N’Nasseri and Nina 
have gained an invalu-
able experience sharing 
their dreams, network-
ing, and capturing the 
magic of Disney World. 
They will take the in-
spiration from Disney 
Dreamers Academy and 
keep dreaming big. Con-
gratulation to Westlake’s 
Dreamers! W

DISNEY DREAMERS
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REMINDER: MORNING TARDIES REMINDER: STUDENT LUNCHES
BY MS. BATES
ATLANTA -When 
enjoying lunch, please 
be reminded about the 
following guidelines.

First, students are 
not permitted to leave 
campus during lunch. As 
tempting as it might be 
for students with vehi-
cles to drive to get food 
of their choice, it is NOT 
permitted due to safety 
concerns.

Second, parents may 
drop off money if needed 
to purchase a school 
lunch, however, no food 
should be brought to stu-
dents during lunch. We 
simply do not have the 
resources in our front 
office to facilitate that 
process.

Third, students are 
permitted to bring in 
lunch from home, but 
please keep in mind that 

there will be no access to 
microwaves to warm up 
the food. 

Unfortunately, the 
county has explained 
that we cannot purchase 
microwaves due to con-
cerns about food safety, 
food sanitation, and 
student safety.

With these three de-
tails in mind, we hope all 
enjoy their lunch period 

experience! W 
 

BY MS. BATES
ATLANTA -It is critical 
that our students arrive 
to school on time each 
day. The first bell rings 
at 8:20am.  Our highest 
rate of tardies occurs 
during this time. 

We are seeing an 
increase this semester 
specifically with carpool 
riders who are late.  As 
we prepare for EOC and 

Advanced Placement 
(AP) exams it is critical 
for students to arrive to 
school on time.  The 1st 
15 minutes of each class 
begins with test prepara-
tion.  

We have about in-
structional days (consid-
ering our A/B schedule) 
for these exams. If a 
student is just 5 minutes 
late for these 30 days 
that e-mails to 150 min-

utes of lost instructional 
time. We are here to 
ensure that every child 
reaches their full poten-
tial, but can only do that 
when they are present.  

Students that ride 
the school bus even if its 
late will not be marked 
tardy, so please encour-
age your child to ride the 
bus.  

The following are the 
consequences for being 
tardy to school:

Please be advised that 

juniors and seniors desiring 

to participate in prom and 

other activities will have 

additional behavioral and 

attendance expectations in 

order to participate. These 

expectations will be clearly 

communicated to students 

and parents 

Also, please be advised, 

that student drivers may 

lose their on campus driv-

ing privileges if they are 

found in violation of our 

tardy policy. W

NEW COMMITTE TAKES ON CHEATING AND PLAGIARISM
BY FAITH DUPREE,
MARISSA LYMON,
DEREKA THOMAS
ATLANTA -Cheating is 
comparable to a global 
pandemic, because when 
given the opportunity, 
some individuals will 
test their luck by cheat-
ing on a test and habit 
will spread and spread. 

Cheating pollutes the 
academic atmosphere of 
a school and has det-
rimental effects on the 
relationships between 
students and teachers. 

If cheating occurs 
without the involved 
individuals facing conse-
quences for their actions, 
cheating will become 
more common in the 
school, so it is important 
that we have a plan to 
stop cheating. 

To combat this issue, 
many academic insti-
tutions have created 
rules and regulations to 
prevent cheating in their 
schools, and Westlake is 
no different.

Westlake High School 
has decided to join the 
fight against cheating 
and plagiarism by creat-
ing a committee whose 
main focus is the pres-
ervation of academic 
integrity. 

The WHS Honor Code 
Council will be responsi-

ble for reviewing accu-
sations of cheating and 
recommending appro-
priate ways for both the 
teacher and the student 
to move forward. 

The new policy was 
introduced to students 
during their classes, 
where they received 
information about 
academic integrity and 
the school’s beefed up 
response to cheating. 

Teachers handed 
out information and led 
open discussions with 
their students about the 
new policy. 

Despite these efforts 
to ensure transparency 
and understanding,, 
some parts of the policy 
might have left the stu-
dents confused.

According to the WHS 
Honor Code, cheating 
is defined as “giving or 
receiving information in 
any form that is related 
to a gradable experience 
including use of sources 
of information other 
than those specifically 
approved by the teacher 
either during or outside 
of class.”

The remainder of 
the written information 
that students were given 
was also written in great 
detail. 

Students were given 
specific examples of 

what is considered 
cheating in the context 
of the Westlake High 
School Honor Code. 

But a piece of paper 
can only say so much. 
Westlake High School 
student, Faith Dupree, 
interviewed Mrs. Bates, 
who is our principal, 
and Ms. Hickman, who 
is a chairwoman for the 
Honor Code Committee, 
and dug deeper into this 
new policy.

During the interview, 
Ms. Bates and Ms. Hick-
man provided specific 
examples of the activi-
ties that are not permit-
ted by the Honor Code. 

When it comes to 
tests, students are not 
permitted to take infor-
mation from sources 
other than those ap-
proved by the teacher, 
which in most cases 
would be limited to their 
own minds. 

Some of the banned 
sources of information 
for tests include the 
internet, other student’s 
papers, and students 
who have already taken 
the exam. 

Students are encour-
aged to not share the 
details of exams with 
their peers. 

An example of this 
would be one student 
quoting a specific test 

question or topic when 
speaking to another 
student who will take the 
exam at a later date. 

Even in the event 
that a student is absent, 
rather than catch up on 
what they missed with a 
friend, the Honor Code 
suggests that students 
see their teacher on the 
day that they return to 
school.

Mrs. Bates explained 
that the new policy was 
not that new at all. In 
fact, the new Honor Code 
is simply an extension of 
the old one. 

When asked what 
brought about these 
changes, Mrs. Bates 
stated that the old policy 
needed to be updated 
because “zeroes don’t 
reflect mastery.” 

She went on to 
explain that in the past, 
when students would 
receive zeros as a conse-
quence of cheating, they 
had no opportunity to 
prove what they knew.

With the new policy, 
teacher’s and students 
can gauge what the 
student has actually 
learned.

Mrs. Bates also 
touched on an issue 
that few would consider 
when discussing the ef-
fects of cheating. 

In the event that an 

assignment is being 
graded on a curve, one 
student cheating could 
affect everyone.

This new policy is 
meant to help each stu-
dent get the most out of 
their four (or less) years 
at Westlake High School.

Under the new policy, 
every student has the 
right to a fair trial. The 
trials will consist of the 
council, Hickman and 
four rotated volunteers, 
going over the facts of 
the accusations and then 
making a decision.

They will review 
all evidence supplied 
but the teacher, which 
includes tests, cheat 
sheets, and phones, and 
then they will deliver a 
verdict. 

Regardless of what 
the verdict is, the student 
and teacher involved 
will have 48 hours for 
a mastery assignment 
to be created (by the 
teacher) and completed 
(by the student). 

If they are found in-
nocent, they will receive 
full credit for the assign-
ment. If the student is 
found guilty, they will 
not receive a grade for 
the assignment.

In addition to not 
receiving a grade, the 
student will face conse-
quences that are based 

on their extracurricular 
activities.

An athlete could be 
suspended from the next 
sporting event depend-
ing on their coach’s 
integrity policy. 

A student who is 
in one or more Honor 
Society, including but 
not limited to National 
Honor Society, National 
Arts Honor Society, and 
National Science Honor 
Society, will be expelled 
from the organization 
after their second of-
fence. 

Students who violate 
the academic integrity 
policy may also result 
in losing other school 
privileges. 

The updated Honor 
Code Policy gives 
students a chance to 
redeem themselves after 
an accusation of cheat-
ing while encouraging 
them to be honest while 
completing assignments. 

We have robust and 
strong academic tradi-
tion at Westlake, and 
this increased effort to 
prevent plagiarism will 
only make us stronger!

Please make sure you 
have reviewed all the 
information and make 
sure to commit yourself 
to academics without 
plagiarism. W

BY AMINATA SECKA
ATLANTA- Flint, Michi-
gan has been suffering 
from a terrible water cri-
sis these past two years 
due to preventable water 
contamination.

The drinking water 
had a series of problems 

that culminated with 
lead contamination, 
creating a serious public 
health danger, especially 
for children, who have 
suffered brain damage 
from lead poisoning.  

Families are going  
through great difficulties 
because they cannot use 

tap water to drink.
It is well known, that 

water is a basic need, 
so if you imagine what 
these people have been 
going through, then you 
known that we need to 
act quickly as a school. 

Our Student Govern-
ment, led by Morenike 

Ibidapo and Owen Man-
ning, has taken the ini-
tiative to help the many 
people who are waiting 
in line for bottled water.

Please help the SGA 
send water to Flint by 
bringing either a case of 
bottled water or a jug of 
water to the front office.

Westlake will send its 
first donation on March 
11th and make subse-
quent donations in the 
weeks to come.

Cities all over the 
country are trying to 
stop this crisis, and we 
need to help supply Flint 
with drinkable water.

This  is Westlake  
spirit and dedication 
at its best. If you would 
like to make a donation, 
please be sure that you 
bring a CASE of bottled 
water instead of individ-
ual bottles, and remem-
ber that you are making 
an impact. W

PLEASE DONATE BOTTLED WATER; HELP FLINT, MICHIGAN
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BY MARISSA LYMON
ATLANTA- Meet Faith 
Dupree, a 12th grade stu-
dent who is soft spoken, 
reserved, and is focused 
on her work. 

When Faith is not at 
school, she turns into 
Yanni Nefitari, her ar-
tistic alter ego, and be-
comes  a model for Kon-
tajus Hair, where she 
recently gained to oppor-
tunity to be featured in 
StyleQ magazines. 

Faith was introduced 
to modelling when she 
was seven years old. 

“My mom pushed me 
to try things that I neces-
sarily didn’t want to do at 
first because I was a clas-
sic tomboy and I wanted 
to do karate,” said Faith.

“Then, I realized that 
I liked being in front of 
cameras, and I started 
getting into it..”

Faith isn’t the only 
one who is enjoying the 
process. She even has a 
couple fans. 

“Sometimes people 
will recognize me and 
call me by my Instagram 
name. Since the maga-

zine release, a couple of 
people have noticed me, 
but it’s not at that star 
struck level yet because 
I’m just starting out.”

She explains that 
there is a lot that goes 
into doing a photo shoot.

“For a photo shot, you 
have to wake up early 
depending on when the 
photo shoot is and you 
have to get everything, 
including what you’re 
going to wear, prepared 
a week in advance. Then 
you get your hair and 
makeup done. From 

there, you get dressed 
in the green room. After 
that, you go and do your 
photo shoot.”

Faith enjoys model-
ling, but she also has oth-
er career plans. 

“Modelling is really a 
side thing for me. I really 
want to be a Criminal 
Psychologist  so that I can 
help the African Ameri-
can community.”

She can see, how-
ever, how modelling has 
positive long term effects 
that will help her as she 
pursues her career and 

grows as a person.
“Modelling has made 

me very confident in who 
I am. For a long time, 
I didn’t recognize my-
self as beautiful. When 
I was around ten years 
old, I went to a casting 
director, and she told me 
that the average size for 
a model was a size 2. I 
thought that I was ugly 
for a long time because 
of what people were say-
ing to me, and I was get-
ting picked on. But now, I 
realize that I’m beautiful, 
and I want to let other 

girls know that they’re 
beautiful too. It doesn’t 
matter what anybody 
else says, if you like it, 
you do it.”

Faith gives a little 
advice to anyone who 
wants to start modelling.  

“Realize that you’re 
beautiful, no matter what 
people say about you. 
You’re beautiful. There’s 
always gonna be prettier 
girls out there, but no one 
is ever going to be you. If 
you don’t show the world 
you, then the world is 
just missing out.” W

STUDENT BALANCES ACADEMICS WITH MODELING CAREER

DRAMATIC FINISH TO 4TH ANNUAL FRENCH SPELLING BEE
BY STAFF
ATLANTA- There are 
many words for good in 
French---bien, bon, and 
grand---but they all fail 
to describe the dramatic 
finish this past weekend 
to the 4th Annual French 
Spelling Bee.

The French Spelling 
Bee, which brings togeth-
er students from across 
the county, operates like 
an English language 
spelling bee but with all 
French words that stu-
dents must spell.

The event went into 
overtime this year be-
cause the final four con-
testants were so well 
versed in how to spell 
French words that they 
went back-and-forth, un-
able to stump the others.

After two bonus 
rounds and a bout of 
sudden death competi-
tion, Alexandra Karnes  
from Chattahoochee HS 
was eventually crowned 
champion.

As champion, Alex-

andra won a trophy, me-
dallion, gift bag, Subway 
gift basket, $25 gift card 
from CVS, and a whop-
ping cash prize of $500. 

In fact, the top placing 
students awon similarly 
lavish prizes, with sec-
ond place receiving $300, 
third place receiving 

$100, and fourth place 
receiving $50. 

Grace Marie Ehui  
from Centennial HS 
placed second, Tania 
Dominguez-Rangel from 
Centennial HS place 
third, and Aaron Hill 
from Stephenson HS 
placed fourth.

These large prizes 
were made possible by 
the following gener-
ous sponsors: Pinnacle 
Credit Union (platinum), 
Gus Thornhill Enterpris-

es (Gold), Ronnie Mil-
len with Stream Energy 
(Gold), Subway at Sand-
town (Gold), Usher Ca-
tering (Gold), CVS (Store 
#4147), Valerie Moore, 
Shana Thornton and 
Piece of Cake.

Special thanks goes 
to: Brenda Morgan and 
Mechelle Morgan, a 
mother daughter team 
that was responsible for 
putting together the spe-
cial gift bag for all teach-
ers and judges, as well as 

recruiting half of all the 
sponsors.  

“Merci beaucoup,” 
says Madame Corendis 
Hardy, the event’s coordi-
nator! While The French 
Spelling Bee has become 
a tradition for Westlake’s 
auditorium, it is coordi-
nated independently un-
der the direction of Mad-
ame Hardy.

Thank you to all the 
students, teachers, and 
sponsors for making this 
a successful event! W
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WESTLAKE THANKS COACH LOVE FOR LEADERSHIP
COACH LOVE WILL BECOME HEAD COACH AND ATHLETIC DIRECTOR FOR LAMAR COUNTY

BY MS. BATES
ATLANTA - Congratu-
lations to Coach Bryan 
Love for being named 
the Head Football Coach 
and Athletic Director for 
Lamar County School 
District. This is an in-
credible opportunity for 
Coach Love and his fam-
ily.  

Coach Love and his 
leadership has led our 
football team from a los-
ing season to two back-
to-back regional champi-
onships.  

He has done a phe-
nomenal job in leading 
our young men to great-
ness on and off the field.  

We wish Coach Love 
and his family well on 

their new journey.  
Thank you Coach 

Love for all that you have 
done for our young men 
and community!  

Lamar County truly 
has received a gem.  

Westlake family, 
please help me to con-
gratulate Coach Love on 
his promotion.

The school admin-
istration, our athletic 
director, and county of-
ficials have begun the 
process of identifying a 
new head coach. 

We will seek input 
from parents and stu-
dents about the qualities 
they would like to see in 
our new head football 
coach. 

We are dedicated to 
finding the most quali-
fied head coach who will 
continue to foster great-
ness in our young men 
on and off the field.  Foot-
ball parents, 

Coach Wilson, our 
Athletic Director, will be 
reaching out to you very 
soon.  We have a lot for 
which to be grateful at 
Westlake. W

TRACK TEAM TAKES WINNING WAYS TO FLORIDA 

BY STAFF
ATLANTA - Westlake’s 
track team is used to 
success in Georgia high 
school athletics, but they 
decided to try out the 
competition in Florida.

Westlake travelled to 
the Bob Hayes Invitation-
al, a large track meet that 
draws teams from across 
the nation to Jackson-
ville, Florida.

Bob Hayes, which is 
in its 52nd year of op-
eration, annually attracts 
over 100 schools and 
features thousands of 
athletes. Due to the turn-
out, it is often called the 
biggest high school track 
meet in the nation. 

At the meet, the girls 
4 x 100 team placed first, 
notching a blazing fast 
time of 46.62 seconds, 
which was just fractions 
of a second shy of the 
all-time meet record of 
46.27, set last year by Mi-
ami Northweste.

To win first place, the 
girls had to battle Miami 
Northweste, who are al-
ways fearsome foes, in  
a back-and-forth sprint, 
where Westlake came 
out on top, besting the 

best Florida had to offer.
Team members of 

the 4 x 100 team were 
sophomore Erefa Ewo, 
freshman Kennedy Price, 
senior Jenee Nichols, and 
sophomore Kennedy Si-
mon, all of whom are 
pictured above, holding 
their trophies.

The boys 4 x 100 
team also had a domi-
nant meet, placing first 

in the prelims but falling 
to second in the finals on 
a mind-numbingly fast 
time of 41.86 seconds, 
the sixth fastest time 
ever run at Bob Hayes.

Team members for 
the boys team were Mar-
quez Burdette, Tre Per-
son, Wesley Watkins, and 
Rashaad Pollard.

We want to give a big 
congratulations to these 

two teams for lodging 
themselves into the 52 
year-old record book 
at such a large, storied 
track meet.

Additional top per-
formances came from 
Wesley Watkins, who 
placed 2nd in the 110 
meter hurdles (14.31 sec-
onds), Cameron Murray, 
who placed 3rd in the 
long jump (6.92 meters), 

Kennedy Simmon, who 
placed 3rd in the 400 me-
ters (57.03 seconds), and 
Jada Watson, who placed 
3rd in the high jump 
(1.62 meters).

We also had of top ten 
finishes on the girls team, 
including Jenee Nichols, 
who placed 8th in the 
200 meters (25.08 sec-
onds), Ra’breekia Harri-
son, who placed both 7th 

in the triple jump (11.09 
meters) and 9th in the 
long jump (5.25 meters), 
and the 4 x 800 team of 
Sierra Bloodworth, Jada 
Watson, Zyaira Dewater, 
and Shanice Elliot, who 
placed 10th (10:28.87 
minutes).

On the boys team, Ty-
rique Davis placed 6th 
in the 300 meter hurdles 
(53.97 seconds), Cam-
eron Murray placed 9th 
in the triple jump (12.94 
meter), Tyrique King 
placed both 11th in the 
long jump (6.29 meters) 
and 11th in the triple 
jump (12.73 meters), 
the 4 x 400 team of AJ 
Terrell, Rainey Ander-
son, Tyrique Davis, and 
Rashaad Pollard placed 
7th (3:25.66 minutes), 
and the 4 x 800 team 
of Marcus Abdul, Latif 
Colquitt, Chris Lennon, 
and Nigel Harper placed 
8th (8:33.02 minutes).

Westlake’s track team 
is certainly used to win-
ning, but performing so 
well at such a big meet 
must feel especially good 
for our girls and boys. 
Congratulations, Track 
Nation! W

“Coach Love, we ap-
preciate you for taking 
us so far into the play-
offs. We appreciate all 
your three years here.  
We wish you lucky on 
your journey at your 
new high school and 
hope your family is safe 
safe through all your 
journies in life. Appre-
ciate you, Coach.” said 
freshman Amir Spivey.

“Thank you for com-
ing and turning an 0 - 
10 season my freshman 
year to two-time region 
champion teams and 
showing us how to be 
determined and keep 
pushing through what-
ever it is,” said senior 
Quintravious Nelson.

“Coach Love has 
shown me how to be 
a better man, and if I 
want something, how 
hard I have to work for 
it. I  wish Coach the best 
and know he will suc-
ceed. He has impacted 
me for life,” said senior 
Stephen Jackson.
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BY KIAURA KNOX 
ATLANTA - In general, 
there are millions of 
people in the world that 
lack basic knowledge 
about chronic diseases, 
such as Lupus, and how 
they affect the lives of 
those diagnosed with 
them. 

From personal 
experience, I know that 
it is human-nature to 
be most interested in 
the topics that apply 
directly to us. In fact, I 
am ashamed to admit 
that prior to my diag-
nosis eight months ago, 
I knew nothing about 
Systemic or Discoid 
Lupus. 

It’s almost impossi-
ble to convey in words 
the fear and anguish I 
felt every morning that 
I woke up lacking the 
proper knowledge of 
why my body was sud-
denly betraying me. 

In addition to the 
physical toll of my ill-
ness, the mental chal-
lenge of helping others 
understand a condition 
I had a limited grasp on 
myself was difficult. 

Contrary to com-
mon belief, it is im-
possible to accurately 
judge the severity of 
an individual’s chronic 
disease visually. 

Some of the big-
gest challenges I faced 
revolved around trying 
to persuade people that 

although I may put on 
a brave face or avoid 
voicing my complaints 
doesn’t mean that I am 
not fatigued or in pain. 

I also had to over-
come the guilt I felt 
about the limitations 
that came along with 
me being ill. 

Personally, I’m not 
one to vocally admit 
my struggles. I’d rather 
fix it on my own, but 
in order to manage it, 
I have to communicate 
with my doctors and 
family; otherwise, they 
won’t know. 

There is no way I 
would have made the 
proper progress with-
out my support system, 
specifically my mom. 

She is there day in 
and day out, making 
sure I take my medica-
tions and am feeling 
well enough to func-
tion. 

It is important to 
know that there are 
others in the world 
that, although they 
aren’t directly affected 
by the disease, care 
about the people who 
have Lupus. 

This is why public 
awareness whether in 
the form of walks or 
simply basic knowledge 
is vital to the advance-
ment of progress within 
chronic illnesses like 
my own. W

LIVING WITH LUPUS
BY  JONATHAN   JOHNSON 
ATLANTA -  Westlake 
High School recently 
hosted  “Let’s Walk Away 
Lupus,” an event to raise 
awareness for those suf-
fering from Lupus, an 
auto-immune disorder.

The event was organ-
ized to  honor Chantrise 
Holliman, a teacher at 
Westlake with lupus and 
attracted approximately 
230 people. 

Most people know 
Ms. Holliman as a teach-
er but do not know about 
her struggle with Lupus 
disease. In fact, most 
people are generally un-
aware of Lupus Disease.

Although Ms. Holli-
man has Lupus Disease, 
she continues to perse-
vere through her jarring 
symptoms to continue 
her outstanding influ-
ence in and out of the 
classroom.

In addition, Mrs. Hol-

liman exercises through 
light walking and jogging 
ventures to lessen her 
symptoms. 

From there, the idea 
for “Let’s Walk Away Lu-
pus” originated, eventu-
ally evolving into my Ea-
gle Scout Service Project 
with Troop 2020. 

On August 1st, vari-
ous community groups 
rallied to walk away Lu-
pus Disease.

The event flowed ex-
cellently and I could not 
have anticipated the im-
mense amount of com-
munity support. 

After the walk, the 
community interacted 
with educational fair 
groups including the 
Georgia Chapter of the 
Lupus Association, , 
Grady Hospital, F’s to A’s 
Tutoring Services, B.E.E 
Club, Heels in Motion, 

and the Fulton County 
Sheriff’s Department.

This will not be the 
last event of this calibre. 
We are steadily working 
to continue projects. The 
community should ex-
pect more of these pro-
jects in the near future. 

For more informa-
tion, please visit the 
Walk’s website at www.
walkawaylupus.com. W

BY CHANTRISE HOLLIMAN 
ATLANTA - When I arrived today, I was completely 
overwhelmed by the magnitude of the project.

When Jonathan first told me about the walk, I 
was confused, but the idea of raising awareness 
surrounding such an inconspicuous disease en-
couraged me. 

If you were to walk past a person with Lupus 
disease, you would most likely be unaware of their 
condition unless they told you. 

For example, I know five people in the audience 
who fight Lupus Disease with me every day. 

Now, this is especially difficult for African-
American woman, who are the majority of Lupus 
patients. 

Please get more information about Lupus Dis-
ease because there is no cure, it is hard to diagnose, 
and the complications are life threatening. 

More information can be found on “lupus.org.”
Thank you again for coming out to support the 

fight against Lupus Disease! Thank you Westlake 
community for loving me! W

TRANSCRIPT OF THE EVENT’S SPEECH

BY JENNIFER PAGE 
ATLANTA - It was better 
than I imagined! Cool 
air, clear minds, constant 
excitement all resonated 
when on Westlake’s cam-
pus August 1st. 

It was such an amaz-
ing feeling to be a part of 
the community service 
event spearheaded by 
Jonathan Johnson, a 
junior at Westlake High 
School. 

I gladly became Jona-
than’s “personal assis-
tant” and made sure his 
vision came to light. 

It was a wonderful 
moment: one that hon-
ored a deserving teacher, 
Chantrise Holliman, and 
one that brought aware-
ness to an important 
cause—lupus.   

Lupus is more per-
vasive and more severe 
than people think, and 

the impact that Jona-
than made in bringing 
awareness to the issue is 
noteworthy and should 
be applauded.  

Jonathan showed 
each of us that we can 
make a difference in the 
world—no matter our 
age. It is our responsi-
bility to be active, to be 
focused, and to inspire 
others. It is our responsi-
bility to act! 

I was inspired by 
Jonathan’s Eagle Scout 
community service 
event, “Let’s Walk Away 
Lupus.” 

His cause made me 
realize I can do more! I 
can make a difference. 
So can you. To learn 
more about Lupus and 
ways to be involved with 
finding a cure, please 
visit http://www.lupus.
org.  W

BY ISIS PERKINS 
ATLANTA -Westlake 
recently held an aston-
ishing Lupus Walk. The 
walk was organized 
and put together by our 
Student Government As-
sociation Vice-President 
Johnathan Johnson. 

To see such a big 
crowd come out to 

support an everyday 
illness was a moment to 
emulate. 

Standing before Mrs. 
Chantrise Holliman and 
others who suffer from 
this disease was a very 
emotional experience. 
She explained that this 
disease can’t be shown 
physically but causes 

severe pain to many Af-
rican American women. 

To take part in the 
walk felt great. I met 
new people and even 
learned a few yoga 
moves. The Lupas walk 
was all around amaz-
ing and such a great 
experience. It should be 
applauded. W

One could feel the 
excitement and positive 
energy. Students were 
eagerly awaiting instruc-
tion on what they should 
do while Jonathan busily 
moved around to share 
volunteer duties. 

Plans had been made 
for food trucks, music, 
health fair display, and 
more.  There was a 
Zumba session in the 
works led by Gramisha 

Hernandez, drumline 
performances, eagle 
scout assistance, and a 
walk/run event.  

My initial role was 
to help with advertising 
and PR before the event; 
but when I arrived, I 
knew I could do more. 

I could be of greater 
service by working with 
Jonathan to ensure the 
event took off “without a 
hitch.” 

BY STAFF 
ATLANTA -Westlake 
students recently have 
learned much about 
Lupus, an anti-immune 
disorder that rarely 
grabs the national spot-
light, but can you rec-
ognize different logos of 
organizations that help 
those with Lupus? W

SGA PROUD OF EVENT LEARN ABOUT LUPUS

FORMER WHS TEACHER REACTS TO LUPUS WALK

WESTLAKE HOSTS LUPUS EVENT

READ ABOUT THE COMMUNITY SERVICE BEHIND
JONATHAN’S 21ST CENTURY LEADERSHIP AWARD

COMMUNITY SERVICE
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LOOKING GOOD FOR PROM HAS NEVER BEEN SO EASY
BY CIERRA BERRY, 
DESKDRIA SCOTT
ATLANTA -Does prom 
have you stressed be-
cause you don’t know 
which dress to get to 
match the theme or how 
to get your hair styled? 
The pressure is off as 
long as you have Savvi 
on your side. 

Savvi Formalwear 
is a one-stop-shop for 
dresses, tuxedoes, suits, 
vests, and ties where 
you can be measured for 
formalwear and rent for 
much cheaper than it 
would be to purchase.

Students wear their 
rented formalwear to 
prom and then return all 
the pieces after the event 
for Savvi to clean and 
rent back out to its next 

customers.
Ashley Cissell, 

outreach coordinator 
with Savvi Formalwear, 
reached out to Westlake 
High School’s Span-
ish teacher and Prom 
Coordinator, Ms. Tamani 
Wilson about two or 
three years ago, offer-
ing a partnership with 
Westlake to help stu-
dents make their style 
decisions. 

“Savvi Gives Back 
program is a great way 
for schools to earn mon-
ey with little to no effort 
all while assisting stu-
dents in saving money 
for prom,” explained Ms. 
Cissell in an email,  

While Savvi enjoys 
being a big help to 
students preparing for 

prom, the company takes 
extra pride in being able 
to assist schools finan-
cially through the Savvi 
Gives Back program. 

Under Savvi Gives 
Back, students receive 
the perk of $50 off their 
rental,  and the school 
receives $10 for each 
Westlake rental!

Savvi’s workers will 
also coordinate with the 
students to match their 
personal interest, as well 
as the individual school’s 
prom theme. 

After several years of 
working with the com-
pany, Ms. Wilson has 
become a believer.

“ I love it. Sometimes 
you all don’t know how 
good you look dressed 
up, and it doesn’t mat-

ter how much it costs, 
but Savvi makes sure 
to have reasonable 
and affordable costs,” 
expressed Ms. Wilson 
happily.

Savvi’s website goes 
to great lengths to pro-
mote the experience of 
prom, especially with 
its mission statement, 
which we have reprinted 
below.

“Express yourself 
with confidence from the 
perfect time to bring out 
your best and uniquely 
you. Carry on the tradi-
tion of prom your way 
and dress it up right 
and make an entrance 
that gets the wow you 
deserve!”

For students like 
Joshua Rich, Savvi is the 

perfect opportunity. 
“I am definitely un-

prepared and need to go 
somewhere to get a tux” 
said Joshua.

Other students, who 
are excited that prom is 
close, haven’t yet thought 
about the specifics and 
need to get the details 
figured out. 

Savvi Formalwear 
politely asks to get ready 
three weeks prior to 
prom make sure that 
there is enough time for 
any changes.

If you are one of the 
unprepared, then here 
are the top 5 tips that 
are here to SAVE the day, 
PROM day! 

1. Think outside the 
box and prevent match-
ing when choosing your 

formalwear.
2. Follow the theme 

of prom, “A Night in 
Paris.”

3. Be sure you are 
confident in your dress 
or tuxedo.

4. Wear shoes that 
are comfortable for you.

5. Plan ahead, be-
cause time management 
is key.

The closest Savvi For-
malwears are located at 
the following locations:

1. Greenbriar Mall 
Shopping Center, 2841 
Greenbriar Pkwy SW, 
Atlanta, GA 30331

2. Lenox Square, 3393 
Peachtree Rd, Atlanta, 
GA 30326

3. 2980 Cobb Pkwy, 
Atlanta, GA 30339

4. Northlake Mall, 
4800 Briarcliff Rd NE, 
Atlanta, GA 30345 W

YOUNG DESIGNER WANTS TO CREATE YOUR NEW LOOK
BY STAFF
ATLANTA -The legends 
of entrepreneurship go 
a little something like 
this. Steve Jobs began 
Apple in a garage. Mark 
Zuckerberg invented Fa-
cebook in a dorm room, 
Countless of young 
children who set up lem-
onade stands went on to 
manage multinational 
corporations. 

If you put stock into 
these rag-to-riches 
legends, then you need 
to know about Danielle 
Patterson, an aspiring 
fashion designer who 
aims to get her designs 
worn on campus and 
even at prom.

“My hopes is that I 
can work on a few pro-
jects for prom and really 
make a special design 

for a special event,” said 
Danielle, who has the 
rare combination of hu-
mility and ambition.

“I do it because I like 
it, and when you have a 
passion for clothes, then 
your dream is to make 
your dreams reality. The 
art form is a physical 
medium, so I want these 
clothes I dream up to 
actually exist”

If you are inter-
ested in working with a 
talented peer to create a 
unique wardrobe expres-
sive of your personality, 
then you will want to 
contact Danielle and get 
cracking.

Who knows? Maybe 
Danielle is beginning the 
next garage project that 
will grow into an entre-
preneurial success. W 

PROM NEWS
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PREPARE FOR PROM; CHECK THIS ULTIMATE PROM GUIDE
BY RHONDA HUDSON
ATLANTA -Decisions-
Decisions! As prom 
season approaches in 
Atlanta’s South Fulton 
community, many deci-
sions have to be made.

In this evolving era 
of technology and social 
media, teen proms have 
become more than a 
high school tradition.

Prom Night has 
morphed into the social 
event of the season 
where Instagram is king. 

Most young ladies 
and gentlemen are 
gearing up for the most 
extravagant “Promposal,”  
the event of asking a 
potential date out to the 
prom with hopes that 
their creative ideas to 
ask the big question will 
be captured on social 
media and go viral.  

Regardless of new 
trends in accepting and 
attending the ultimate 
date night, there are a 
few etiquette guidelines 
that will help make 
planning the event less 
stressful and drama free 
for teens and parents.

****** 
Create a 

Prom Budget
Financing the prom 

can cost a small fortune 
without proper planning 
and communication. The 
question is who pays? 

Traditionally, the 
gentleman paid for all 
expenses including tick-
ets, limo, pictures, and 
dinner. Today, whoever 
is asking, whether gen-
tleman or young lady, 
should pay for the prom 
tickets. 

The other cost should 
be agreed upon among 
the families well in 
advance in order to miti-
gate confusion.

****** 
Choose the Date
No longer does the 

young lady have to wait 
to be asked to the prom.

Today, young ladies 
ask gentlemen and 
groups of friends attend 
the prom together. 

Rule of thumb, after 
a prom invitation has 
been accepted, go out 
on a date prior to the 
prom in order to become 
acquainted with one 
another in a social set-
ting outside of school. In 
addition, families should 
meet to agree upon 
prom night expectations, 
curfews and schedule.

Be mindful that once 
an invitation to the prom 
has been accepted and 
plans are made, teens 
should keep their word 
and stick to the date.

****** 
Discuss  

Prom Attire
Prom attire may vary 

from school to school. 
Masquerade, Mardi Gras 
and Hollywood are a few 
popular prom themes 
that may dictate the at-
tire. 

Prom invitations 
should address the 
theme and become the 
guide to what to wear.

When deciding the 
color schemes of the 
dress and the tuxedo, 
parties should discuss in 
advance before pur-
chases and rentals are 
made in order to avoid 
mismatch attire. 

Flowers are an inte-
gral and symbolic part of 
the attire. 

Gentlemen should or-
der corsages two weeks 
in advance and pin on 
the ladies’ left side of 
the gown; ladies should 
order boutonnieres two 
weeks in advance for 
gentlemen and place on 
the left lapel.

****** 
Be Fashion 
Forward!  

What are you wear-
ing?  Head to the nearest 
dress shop or depart-
ment store and peruse 
their selections. 

One of our favorite 
places to buy a gown is 
Sweet Elegance Bridal 
located in Decatur.  Well 
worth the drive the staff 
here are so incredibly 
welcoming and provide 
you with a customized 
shopping experience 
that is unparalleled.  

They’ve got a great 
selection of prom dress-
es to choose from.  

Looking for a more 
custom or couture ex-
perience?  I’ve still got 
you covered. Meyonda 
Shanee apparel creates 
masterful attire for your 
special occasions.  

With an eye for detail 
owner/ designer Meyon-
da Benjamin can create 
almost anything you can 
dream of just in time for 
prom.  Allow Meyonda 
to make you a one of a 
kind prom dress that fits 
you perfectly.

****** 
It’s all in 

the Details!  
Pay attention to the 

details.  Do your shoes 
complement your dress?  
What about your date? 

There will be pictures 
taken throughout the 
evening, so it’s a great 
time to have you make-
up done by a profession-
al makeup artist.  

Proper makeup ap-

plication will enhance 
your natural beauty and 
help make sure you are 
picture perfect.

******
Arrive in Style!
Getting there is half 

the fun.  How you arrive 
at Prom sets the tone for 
the entire evening.  

Why not make the 
ride to and from prom 
something you and your 
friends will cherish 
forever? 

A limousine is always 
a nice touch. My friends 
Tiffany and Marlon over 
at MARTI Transportation 
have a super fun solu-
tion.. A fully equipped 
Mercedes Sprinter 
Van with a satellite TV, 
surround-sound, Wi-Fi 
and even karaoke.

****** 
Be Picture Perfect

Hotel Indigo in Col-
lege Park provides the 
perfect background for a 
fun prom shoot.  

While modern and 
sleek the hotel has great 
areas for meeting and 
socializing and was su-
per warm and inviting.

Be sure to capture the 
best moments of prom 
along the way.  Here are 
three tips to help you 
capture prom photos 
you’ll cherish forever.

•Watch Your Back: 
Pay attention to what’s 
behind you.  If the 
background is too busy it 
detracts from the overall 
photo. Stagger your 
stance to avoid  it look-
ing like things are grow-
ing from your head.

•Take it to the Streets:
Go outside and grab 
some fun individual 
and group shots.  A nice 
backyard or local park 
provide a great back-
drop for group photos 
but don’t be afraid to 
use nice architecture or 
stairs to add some vari-
ety to your photos.

•Lighten Up: Pay at-
tention to your lighting.  
When you are able to 
find a nice bright area 
just make sure people 
are not squinting in the 
sunlight, and shift your 
angles to avoid harsh 
shadows.

Most of all, relax and 
have a good time!

****** 
Vendors 

Formalwear: 

* SweetEleganceBridal.com

* fashionfrenzyatl.com

* MADE- Meyonda.com

Transportation:  

* MartiTransportation.com

Makeup: 

* MakeupByCharlene.net

Venue: 

* Hotel Indigo    

Westlake is holding 
its annual Prom Expo 
again this year. The 
Prom Expo is an opper-
tunity for students to get 
information about busi-
nesses, vendors, services, 
and entrepreneurs that 
are available to them 
during prom season.  

We will be holding 
our Prom Expo on Tues-

day, March 15 during 
our lunches (1141a.m.-
1:51p.m.).  

This is an excellent 
opportunity to provide 
students with  busi-
ness cards, flyers, list of 
services, etc., and to help 
promote our community 
businesses.  

If you have anyone 
you know that could 

PROM NEWS

BUSINESSES GAIN ENTRY TO 
WESTLAKE’S PROM EXPO 

offer our students their 
services in preparation 
for prom (hair, nails, 
dresses, barbers, limos/
car services, restaurants, 
etc.), please have them 
contact me by Friday, 
March 5, 2016.  

We appreciate you 
and their business being 
a part of the Westlake 
family. W

Prom Theme:  A Night in Paris
Date:  Saturday, April 23, 2016

Time: 8p.m.-12a.m.
Venue:  Delta Flight Museum

PROM EXPECTATIONS FOR 
JUNIORS AND SENIORS
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BULLETIN BOARD
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FINE ARTS AND HUMANITIES NEWS

2015 SCHOOL LITERARY MAGAZINE AVAILABLE FOR ORDER
200 PLUS 
PAGES! 
BY STAFF
ATLANTA - Have 
you enjoyed read-
ing the poetry from 
Emmanuel Griggs 
and N’Naserri Crew-
Johnson that we have 
featured in the PRIDE 
Newsletter? 

If so, in the Spring 
of 2015, we published 
the ROAR Literary 
Magazine, which 
encompassed the 
creative writing of 32 
talented students at 
Westlake High School.

These students 
submitted their liter-
ary work and work-

shopped their writing 
until it became what 
you see in this liter-
ary magazine. For 
example, several of 
our students were 
even able to present 
their plays in a young 
playwrighting festival 
at the Horizon Theatre, 
where they attended 
and saw Atlanta actors 
read their scripts.

Overall, we have 
228 pages of student 
writing to share with 
the community, and 
frankly, the students 
have done a great job 
creating a stunning 
collection of work.

Below are quick 
samples of the dif-
ferent genres repre-
sented in the Literary 

This Week’s Feature Sections
Prose (Short Stories, Monologues, and Novellas)

“Blowstorm” by Ishmail Edwards (102)
“Deemo & the Girl” by Emmanuel Griggs (26)

“Deidra” by Daesia Harvey (76)
“Detached Destiny by Bre’Anna House (197)

“Dust Devil” by Ashley Bridgeforth (118)
“Forever the Prey” by Jalen Brown (211)

“Gentle Earthquake” by Elexus Griffin (209)
“A Grandmother’s Love” by Jhalen Baugh (66)

“I Hate Vampires” by Aminah Cottle (198)
“Just Behind the 8 Ball” by Jordan Miles (50)

“Loneliness” by Jalen Brown (211)
“Noctilucent Cloud” by Taliyah Holloway (126)    

“Not Like Me” by Destinee Holt (59)
“Shopping Addiction” by Jhalen Baugh (68)

“Sirens” by Ashley Bridgeforth (114)
“Swirling Inferno” by Kenneth Flynn (91)

“Symmetry” by Ciann Foster (206)
“The Story of My Boys” by James-Wesley Jones (110)

“Usher” by Christine Smallwood (207)
“Yellow Paint” by Destinee Holt (59)

“Yourself” by Destinee Holt (59)

Magazine, which 
features short stories, 
scripts, poetry, paint-
ings, drawings, and 
interviews with local 
Atlanta artists. 

If you would like 
to read ROAR Liter-
ary Magazine in 
its entirety for free 
or order a physical 
boudn copy for cost, 
please visit the fol-
lowing website:http://
www.magcloud.
com/browse/is-
sue/940354?__
r=566239

We want to spot-
light these talented 
writers and encourage 
an atmosphere of crea-
tive expression, artistic 
collaboration, and in-
tellectual bravery! W
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SPORTS NEWS

2016 ATHELTIC CALENDAR AVAILABLE FOR PREORDER
BY STAFF
ATLANTA - If you are 
interested in supporting 
the Westlake Athletic 
Department, then please 
preorder a Westlake 
2016 Athletic Calendar!

Each month of this 
12 month calendar is 
dedicated to one sport 
(and in some cases two 
or three) and features 
top atheltes galore.

Nearly all pictures 
in the calendar were 
taken by CadyStudios, 
who gives an impressive 
professional edge to our 
student athletes.

You can look through 

the thumbnails to the 
right to get an idea of the 
calendar’s design, but 
when printed, the calen-
dar will be full-sized and 
ready to hang on your 
wall or be displayed on 
your desk.

Featured sports in-
clude swimming, wres-
tling, soccer, baseball, 
softball, track and field, 
golf, tennis, rifle, volley-
ball, cross county, cheer, 
band, dance, football, 
and basketball.

For more informa-
tion, please email the 
athletic director, Coach 
Wilson at wilsonr3@
fultonschools.org
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STUDENT SERVICES’ CORNER

COUNSELOR’S CORNER

ATLANTA - To make it 
easy to send transcripts 
to colleges, Fulton Coun-
ty Schools has partnered 
with Parchment to pro-
vide secure online tran-
script ordering available 

PARCHMENT REGISTRATION 
FOR SENIORS

24/7. 
Creating the account 

is free and only takes a 
few steps. All seniors re-
ceived their Parchment 
registration codes on 
September 24th and/or 
25th and should regis-
ter with Parchment right 

ATLANTA- On May 20, 
2016, senior  students 
will be closing this chap-
ter on their high school 
career. 

Congratulations to all 
the senior students and 
parents of senior stu-
dents who have almost 
made it to the graduation 
milestone.

CHECKING SENIOR STATUS
Counsellors will begin 

senior status checks im-
mediately following the 
schedule change window 
so we can inform you of 
your student’s specific 
status.

Thank you in advance 
for your patience and un-
derstanding.

 

 
9th Grade (A - Z): Antonio Grissom,  

grissom@fultonschools.org 
470-346-6400 x46429 

 
10th – 12th (A – E):  Anthony Decosta,  

decosta@fultonschools.org 
470-346-6400 x46434 

 
10th – 12th (E – K): Beatrice Ford,  

fordb@fultonschools.org 
470-346-6400 x46482 

 
10th - 12th (L – Q): Shelia Reese-Jackson (Head),   

reeses@fultonschools.org 
470-346-6400 x46433

 
10th - 12th (R – Z): Dawn Perry, 

perrydb@fultonschools.org 
470-346-6400 x46432 

Guidance Secretary: Donna Carter, 
carterd2@fultonschools.org 

470-346-6400

CONTACTING COUNSELORS

Student Services Administration

Curriculum Assistant Principal: Cecelia Johnson,
johnsonc5@fultonschools.org

Administrative Assistant: Candice Hickman,  
hickmanc@fultonschools.org

Student Support Staff

College and Career Advisor: Steven Johnson 
johnsons16@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400 x46462

504 Coordinator and 
Graduation Coach: Twanda Harrison, 

harrisont1@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400 x46428

Instructional Support Teacher: Jennifer Swint, 
swint@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400 x46444

     
SEC Department Chair: Andrea Freeman,  

freemana1@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400 x46444

Data Specialist: Jan McLemore,  
mclemorej@fultonschools.org

 
Back Up Data Specialist: Mesi Spencer,

spencerm@fultonschools.org 

Records Clerk: Jenna Bannister,
bannister@fultonschools.org

Guidance Secretary: Donna Carter, 
carterd2@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400

School Social Worker: Willette Stephens,  
stephensw@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400 x46483

 
School Psychologist: Judith Perkins 

perkinsj@fultonschools.org 
 

School Psychologist: Elizabeth Scott, 
scottea@fultonschools.org

ATLANTA- As the year 
advances, you may find 
yourself in need of con-
tacing one of Westlake’s 
counselors.

When that happens, 
we want to make sure 
that you know the correct 
number and can quickly 
get in touch with the per-
son who can best help 
your student.

Below, you will find a 
list of useful contacts for 

the counselors.
If you need to set up 

a parent-teacher con-
ference, we can set up a 
conference with all your 
student’s teachers if you 
contact the Student Ser-
vices office. 

Please either call the 
school at (404) 346-6400 
and request Student Ser-
vices or email Jeanine 
Griswold at the email ad-
dress posted below.

CONTACTING STUDENT SUPPORT STAFF
Please use the following numbers to contact the school in times of need.

ATLANTA-  Join our dis-
tribution list to receive 
texts and/or emails with 
information on upcom-
ing college representa-
tive visits and scholar-
ship updates. 

Both students and 
parents are encouraged 
to register.  

SIGN UP FOR REMIND 101
Don’t be left out of the 

loop—join today. 
To receive messages 

via text, text @566a2 to 
81010 or to receive mes-
sages via email, send an 
email to 566a2@mail.
remind.com.   

COUNSELING PROGRAMS

 
School Programs ............................................... 
• Counselors’ Corner will be held in the school caf-
eteria (November 3rd) 
• Apply to College Day (November 5th) 
• Counselors’ Corner will be held in the school caf-
eteria (November 17th) 

9th Grade Programs ............................................... 
• 9th Grade BRIDGE Law Benchmark Activity:  
Career Interest Inventory ( October - Novemeber) 
• Suicide Prevention Classroom Guidance:  
Signs of Suicide (October - November) 
    
 

10th Grade Programs ............................................ 
• 10th Grade BRIDGE Law Benchmark Activity: Dual 
Enrollment and College Credit Now Opportunities 
(November 18th - 19th) 

11th Grade Programs ............................................ 
• Applying to College Guidance Lesson (November 
10th – 11th) 
• Fall Junior Classroom Guidance: What Colleges 
Consider in Admissions (November) 
• 11th Grade BRIDGE Law Benchmark Activity: Vir-
tual College Search (November)  

12th Grade Programs ............................................ 
 • Please see School Programs 

Counseling Programs Reaching 11th - 12th..... 
• College and Career Center 
• College Representatives at WHS (Grades 11-12)
 
 

Counseling Programs Reaching 9th–12th ........ 
• New Student Enrollments 
• Academic Advisement 
• Post-Secondary Planning and Advising 
• Dual Enrollment Information 
• Parent/Teacher Conferences 
• Summer School Information 
• Community Agency Referrals 
• Collaboration with Teachers, Administrators, 
School Social Worker, and School Psychologist 
• Care Team Referrals 
• SAT and ACT Information 
• Crisis Intervention 
• Career Guidance and Exploration 
• Transcribing Student Records

TESTING CORNER

BY STAFF
ATLANTA - State scores 
from the 2014-15 admin-
istration of the Georgia 
Milestones Assessment 
System (Georgia Mile-
stones in grades 3-8 and 
Georgia Milestones EOCs 
in grades 9-12) were re-
leased. 

These preliminary 
scores reflect the first ad-
ministration of Georgia’s 
new comprehensive test-
ing system. 

This year’s assess-
ment results establish a 
baseline for the progress 
we expect student to 
make over time.  

According to the 
Georgia Department 
of Education, the state 
showed overall lower re-
sults than in past years.  

“These results show 
a lower level of student 
proficiency than Geor-
gians are used to seeing, 
but that does not mean 
Georgia students know 
less or that teachers are 
not doing a great job – 
it means they’ve been 
asked to clear a higher 
bar,” State School Super-

intendent Richard Woods 
said. 

State Results for GA
9th Grade English 

(25% Beginning, 39% De-
veloping, 29% Proficient, 
6% Distinguished)

American Lit (25% 
Beginning, 39% Develop-
ing, 29% Proficient, 6% 
Distinguished)

Algebra (31% Begin-
ning, 36% Developing, 
26% Proficient, 8%Dis-
tinguished)

Geometry (32% Be-
ginning, 35% Developing, 
25% Proficient, 8% Dis-
tinguished)

Biology (37% Begin-
ning, 25% Developing, 
29% Proficient, 9% Dis-
tinguished)

Physical Science (36% 
Beginning, 33% Develop-
ing, 26% Proficient, 5% 
Distinguished)

US History (27% Be-
ginning, 34% Developing, 
30% Proficient, 9% Dis-
tinguished)

Economics (30% Be-
ginning, 31% Developing, 
30% Proficient, 9% Dis-
tinguished)

STATE MILESTONES RESULTS

Representatives
3 Parents:  
      Chris Lennon  
      Keisha Minter,  
      Christel Jackson
2 Teachers:  
      Yoshana Jones,  
      Ashley Barker
2 Community:  
      Suzanne Wilborn,  
      Rhonda Hudson
2 School Employees:        
      Chantrise Holliman,  
      Estella B. Cook

FY16 SGC  
Meeting Calendar 

Location:  
Westlake High School 
Media Center 

Time:  
Tues. 4:30-5:30 PM

Dates: 
12/01/15, 1/26/15, 
2/23/15, 3/22/15, 
5/10/15

SCHOOL GOVERNANCE 
COUNCIL ANNOUNCED

15 Monday 
March 21, 2016



CALENDAR OF SCHOOL EVENTS

Dance Auditions .................................................... 3/14 
DATE: Monday 3/14 
PLACE: Room 101 and Gym @ 3:45pm - 8:00pm

SLC/AZ Assitant Principal Meetings ........... 3/15 
DATE: Tuesday 3/15 
PLACE: Media Center @ 8:00am - 4:00pm

Hidden Colors ......................................................... 3/22 
DATE: Tuesday 3/22 
PLACE: Auditorium @ 4:00pm - 5:00pm

School Governance Council ........................... 3/22 
DATE: Tuesday 3/22 
PLACE: Media Center @ 4:30pm - 5:30pm

9th - 11th Grade Awards Ceremony ............3/24 
DATE: Thursday 3/24 
PLACE: Auditorium @ 6:30pm - 8:30pm

Black to the Future ............................................... 3/25 
DATE: Friday 3/25 
PLACE: Auditorium @ 3:30pm - 10:00pm

Andretti’s Lock-In ......................................... 3/25 - 26 
DATE: Friday 3/25 - Saturday 3/26 
PLACE: Andretti’s @ 6:30pm - 5:30am 
INFO: Meet in the cafeteria on Friday afternoon

Dance Team Master Class Showcase ......... 3/26 
DATE: Saturday 3/26 
PLACE: Auxillary Gym 
WORKSHOP: Auxillary Gym @ 10:00am - 5:00pm 
SHOWCASE: Auditorium @ 5:00pm - 9:00pm

AP English Language and Composition  
Final Exam / Mock AP Exam ............................ 3/26 
DATE: Saturday 3/26 
PLACE: Cafeteria @ 7:00am - 5:00pm

Come West 8 Milestones Prep ....................... 3/26 
DATE: Saturday 3/26 
PLACE: Cafeteria @ 8:30am - 12:30pm

Last Poet’s Cafe ....................................................... 3/30 
DATE: Wednesday 3/30 
PLACE: The Black Box @ 12:00am - 1:00pm

Top 25 Banquet ...................................................... 3/31 
DATE: Thurssday 3/31 
PLACE: Cafeteria @ 6:00pm - 7:30pm

Senior Awards ......................................................... 4/14 
DATE: Thurssday 4/14 
PLACE: Auditorium @ 6:30pm - 8:30pm

Walk to Stop Diabetes - SkillsUSA ............... 4/16 
DATE: Saturday 4/16 
PLACE: Football Field @ 9:00am - 11:30am

Advanced Placement Practice .........,............. 4/16 
DATE: Saturday 4/16 
PLACE: Various Classrooms @ 8:00am - 12:00pm 
CALCULUS AB: Room 205 (Gladden) 
CALCULUS BC: Room 203 (Saffo) 
LITERATURE: Room 217 (Begins at 8:30)

Westlake High School Graduation..............5/20 
DATE: Friday 5/20  
PLACE: Georgia Dome @ 7:00pm

STUDENTS OF THE DAY

Soccer vs. Pebblebrook  ....................................3/22 
DATE: Tuesday 3/22 
PLACE: Football Field  
GIRLS: @ 5:00pm - 7:30pm  
BOYS: @ 7:30pm - 9:00pm

Baseball vs. Pebblebrook  ................................ 3/22 
DATE: Tuesday 3/22 
PLACE: Pebblebrook HS @ 5:30pm - 7:30pm

JV Baseball vs. Stevenson  ................................ 3/22 
DATE: Tuesday 3/22 
PLACE: Baseball Field @ 5:30pm - 7:30pm

9th Grade Baseball vs. Stephenson ............. 3/22 
DATE: Tuesday 3/22 
PLACE: Stephenson HS @ 5:30pm - 7:30pm

Tennis vs. Douglas Co.  ....................................... 3/22 
DATE: Tuesday 3/22 
PLACE: Douglas Co. HS @ 4:30pm - 8:30pm

Golf vs. Campbell  ................................................. 3/22 
DATE: Tuesday 3/22 
PLACE: Fox Creek Golf Club @ 4:30pm

Cheerleading Award Ceremony ................... 3/22 
DATE: Wednesday 3/23 
PLACE: Auditorium @ 6:30pm - 7:30pm

JV Baseball vs. Langston Hughes  ................ 3/23 
DATE: Wednesday 3/23 
PLACE: Langston Hughes HS @ 5:30pm - 7:30pm

9th Grade Baseball vs. Woodward ............... 3/23 
DATE: Wednesday 3/23 
PLACE: Woodward HS @ 5:30pm - 7:30pm

Tennis vs. East Coweta  ...................................... 3/23 
DATE: Wednesday 3/23 
PLACE: East Coweta HS @ 4:30pm - 8:30pm

Track M eet  .............................................................. 3/23 
DATE: Wednesday 3/23 
PLACE: Westlake Track @ 6:30pm - 9:30pm

Tennis vs. Pebblebrook  .................................... 3/24 
DATE: Thursday 3/24 
PLACE: Pebblebrook HS @ 4:30pm - 8:30pm

Baseball vs. Pebblebrook  ................................ 3/25 
DATE: Friday 3/25 
PLACE: Baseball Field @ 5:55pm - 7:55pm

Football Program Meeting  ............................. 3/27 
DATE: Sunday 3/27 
PLACE: Auditorium @ 4:00pm - 5:00pm 

Cheerleading Tryouts Clinic  .................. 3/28 - 30 
DATE: Mon. 3/28, Tues. 3/29, Wed. 3/30 
PLACE: Auxillary Gym @ 3:30pm - 6:00pm

Baseball vs. South Cobb  ................................... 3/29 
DATE: Tuesday 3/29 
PLACE: Baseball Field @ 5:30pm - 7:30pm

Baseball vs. Galloway  ......................................... 3/30 
DATE: Wednesday 3/30 
PLACE: Baseball Field @ 5:30pm - 7:30pm

CALENDAR OF SPORTING EVENTS

Saturday 3/26

Rashaad Hammonds

Sunday 3/27

Michael McCloud

Saturday 3/19

Aya Walton

Saturday 3/19 

Sydney Smith

Saturday 3/19 

Cameron Rosemond

Saturdy 3/19 

Victoria Smith

MONDAY 3/21 

MICHAEL KNIBB  is 

always asking what he 

can do to improve in 

my class. Mike works 

very hard and makes 

sure to turn in all 

of his work on time. 

Mike wants the whole class to succeed, and I appreciate his 

positive attitude in class. (Nominated by Ms. Joiner)

ROYALE LEWIS found a phone in the gym and turned it into 

his teacher. Thank you, Royale, for your honesty, integrity, 

and sense of community. You just saved another student from 

having a very bad day. (Nominated by Coach Lindeman)

TUESDAY 3/22

KAYLA ELISE WILLIS

was entering the build-

ing ahead of me this 

morning, and she 

stopped and waited for 

me.  I asked Kayla if eve-

rything was okay, and 

she said she was waiting on me so she would open the doors 

for me. Then, Kayla asked me if I needed her to do anything 

else for me. Thank you Kayla for being so helpful. (Nominated 

by Ms. Duffy) INAYA HENDERSON has been spotted helping 

her classmates with a very difficult topic and getting her peers 

back on track. Inaya has been doing a great job of helping 

peers understand the material and being positive with them 

when they want to say it’s too hard. Great job, Inaya! (Nomi-

nated by Ms. Cordeiro)    

WEDNESDAY 3/23 JADACIA MORRIS is the 

CEO of Belingaville. Jadacia was challenged 

to improve her language, her behavior, and 

her positive outlook on life. Not only did 

Jadacia showcase improvement, she always 

showcased self-control and leadership. Great 

job Jadacia. Continue to lead your class on 

positive transformation and self-control. 

THURSDAY 3/24 BAYYI-

NAH MUHAMMAD has 

showcased improvement 

in resilience in her AP 

Statistics class. Bayyinah 

is a leader when it comes 

to maturity and perse-

verance. (Nominated by 

Ms. Belinga) NIARA PATTERSON is a standout student in AP 

World History. Niara works well with peers and always main-

tains a positive disposition. Niara has the ability to anticipate 

my needs by collecting and organizing papers without asking.  

It is a pleasure to teach Niara. (Nominated by Ms. Dickens)

Saturday 3/19

David-Dennis Morgan

FRIDAY 3/26 DANIELLE 

PATTERSON is a student 

that loves to go above and 

beyond the norm in all 

aspects of her education. 

Danielle often challenges 

herself and classmates to 

think outside of the box 

and perform exceedingly well on all tasks. Danielle is a natural 

leader and an outstanding student.  (Nominated by Mr. Nun-

nally) TORI SHOEMAKER is a standout student in AP World 

History.  While quiet and unassuming in nature, I can always 

depend on Tori to remind me where we left off the previous 

class and organize papers.  Tori is a life saver and I truly appre-

ciate her help. (Nominated by Ms. Dickens)

(Nominated by Ms. Belinga) MRS. DICKENS’ 1ST PERIOD AP 

WORLD HISTORY CLASS includes twenty of the hardest work-

ing, fully attentive, most cooperative students at Westlake.  She 

looks forward to starting each “A” Day with them.  (Nominated 

by Mrs. Dickens)

SENIOR BIRTHDAYS

16 Monday 
March 21, 2016


