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STATE CHAMPIONS!
BOYS BASKETBALL WINS 68-58 IN DRAMATIC FASHION

State Finals 3/5 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 FINAL
Pebblebrook (23-9) 12 32 46 58 58

Westlake (26-4) 15 22 38 58 68

3/5 vs. Pebblebrook PTS FT 3PTS STLS OR DR
Lewis, Jamie (2) 22 7 1 --- --- 2
Lewis, Daniel (3) 14 5 1 1 1 2
Okeke, Chuma (1) 13 --- 1 --- 2 4
Wilkins, Raquan (22) 8 --- --- 5 2 3
Durr, Michael (20) 5 1 --- --- 1 ---
Bell, Ron (4) 4 --- --- 2 3 1
Hunter, Chase (15) 2 2 --- --- --- ---
Simeon, Kelvin (1) 2 2 --- --- 1 1

Congratulations to Coach Darron Rogers  

and the Westlake Boys Basketball Team,  

who added Westlake’s third state title this 

weekend. All pictures in this issue are from 

the AJC’s online basketball slideshow.
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BY STAFF
ATLANTA -Westlake’s 
boys basketball team 
achieved one of the 
crown jewels of high 
school athletics this 
weekend when they be-
came 6-AAAAAA state 
champions, defeating the 
Pebblebrook Falcons in 
overtime 68 - 58.

The Lions, who won 
state titles in 1999 and 
2002, have made it a 
trifecta for Coach Dar-
ron Rogers, who has led 
Westlake’s boys team 
for nearly two decades, 
amassing over 500 wins 
for the school.

The 2016 state title 
stands as a testiment 
to the institution that 
Coach Rogers has built 
at Westlake and caps a 
tremendous season for 
both boys and girls bas-
ketball at the school.

In the regular season, 
the boys put together a 
26 - 4 record for their 
resume, which vastly 
improved last season’s 
record of 13 - 14, and the 
girls made a statement 
with a dominant 25 - 6 
run under the direction 
of legendary Coach Hilda 
Hankerson, who has also 
won over 500 wins for 
her thriving program.

In the tournament, 
the Lady Lions continued 
their tradition for excel-
lence by advancing all 
the way to the Elite Eight 
before falling to the 
McEachern Indians, the 
eventual state champs 
and perhaps the only 
team that could have 

beaten our girls.
Westlake’s boys, 

however, swept all 
competition, knocking 
out formiddable teams 
such as Lovejoy, Shiloh, 
and Norcross, the state 
champions in 2013, 
before finally facing  
Pebblebrook. 

What made the final 
game against Pebble-
brook extra special is 
the history behind the 
two teams, who knew 
each other as well as any 
teams could. 

Westlake and Peb-
blebrook are Region 3 
rivals who had played 
each other three times 
already this season, with 
Westlake winning all 
three games by margins 
of 6 pooints, 10 points, 
and 22 points.

However, those pesky 
Falcons, owners of a 23 
- 9 record, had a chip on 
their shoulder and were 
under the impression 
that they were due a win 
and not just because of 
the law of large numbers 
or the fact that Westlake 
had won the region. 

Pebblebrook thought 
that it was their year 
to win the tournament 
because they made it  to 
the finals last year but 
lost to Wheeler on a go-
ahead free throw in the 
last seconds of the game.

So, what were the 
background stories for 
the game?  Well, just that 
region rivals were facing 
each other, one having 
finished a a season of re-
demption and the other 

on a quest to advenge 
their loss and remove 
the chip from their 
shoulder..

Even Hollywood 
could not have dreamed 
up a senerio so exciting.

The game itself also 
seemed like a movie 
at times, full of action-
packed plays and scary 
moments, including 
when Westlake found 
itself down by 20 points 
and had to comeback 
dramatically against the 
odds.

Westlake’s comeback 
was led by sophomore 
Jamie Lewis, who put 
together 22 points in a 
steady performance that 
exemplified maturity 
and leadership.

It was clear to see 
why Jamie was recently 
selected to play in first 
Underclasman All-
American Game, which 
features only 20 of the 
top freshmen and sopho-
mores in the country. 

Overall, Westlake 
proved themselves 
poised and professional, 
coming out victorious in 
a see-sawing champion-
ship game that ultimate-
ly went to overtime.

Well over 100 stu-
dents travelled all the 
way to Macon to help 
carry the team to victory.

The crowd was 
awash in black-and-blue 
spiritwear and banged 
loud clappers together to 
distract Pebblebrook.

Perhaps the loudest 
group in the Westlake 
section was the girls 

basketball team, who 
took the front row of the 
cheering section.

It must have seemed 
surreal for our team to 
hit the court, knowing 
that they were playing in 
the biggest game of the 
year, a game that would 
televised by Georgia 
Public Broadcasting.

As the team warmed 
up, the crowd was al-
ready in midgame form, 
cheering loudly until the 
first whistle.

To begin the game,  
Westlake’s Daniel Lewis 
was the first to draw 
score, making an easy 
lay up; however, just 
moments after the 
game had begun, it was 
unexpectedly delayed 
by a fan with a camera 
who had wondered onto 
the court and had to be 
escorted away.

It was an odd mo-
ment for sure, but we 
will assume that the 
camerman was awe 
struck and wanted to 
personally congratulate 
Daniel, just like that 
famous fan who ran the 
bases with Hank Aaron, 
just  a bit less charming 
and much more confus-
ing.

This surreal mo-
ment was followed up by 
another head-scratcher, 
when Pebblebrook’s 
Colin Sexton commited 
a hard foul against 
Raquan Wilkins, who 
received first a pass at 
midcourt and then the 
foul, which was a bit 
much for the first thirty 

seconds of the game.
However, Wilkins was 

not rattled and respond-
ed the best way possible-
--with back-to-back field 
goals from space, prov-
ing  that Wilkins was in 
control of both his emo-
tions and the ball game.

In the first four 
minutes of the game, all 
cylinders were click-
ing for Westlake, who 
extended their lead on 
a long three pointer by 
Chuma Okeke that could 
have well been a college 
three before reaching 
the height of 12 - 0 on a 
tip-in by Daniel.

Westlake put on a 
defense show to match 
its offense fireworks, 
notably denying Pebble-
brook a single offensive 
rebound for the first 
quarter of play.

The defensive show-
case was led by Wilkins, 
who used his height to 
intimidate shooters and 
made a momentum-
perserving steal to force 
a turnover midquarter.

Similiarlly, Ron Bell 
was aggressive when de-
fending the basket, using 
his quick hands to knock 
a ball out of play at the 
5:30 mark that would 
have been a sure Peb-
blebrook basket if not for 
his heads up play.

One of the marquee 
defensive plays of the 
quarter, an epic block 
delivered by Okeke via 
an overhead windmill 
chop, appeared clean, 
but unfortunately, 
Okeke’s block brought 

Pebblebrook to the free-
throw line just as surely 
as it brought Westlake’s 
fans to their feet.

Pebblebrook made 
their early points on free 
throws like these, but 
Westlake earned the free 
throws back through 
hustle.

For example, Michael 
Durr fought hard for an 
offensive rebound, grab-
bing a ball that seemed 
far out of his reach, and 
in the process, took a 
foul that led to a point 
from the line.

With 1 minute and 
45 seconds remaining 
in the first, Westlake 
proved their accuracy 
from the field to be supe-
rior, shooting an im-
pressive 50 percent, but 
Pebblebrook was outpac-
ing Westlake at the free 
throw line.

In fact, Pebblebrook 
had gotten half their 
points  from free throws 
at this point at the game.

On the downside, this 
meant that Westlake 
had been saddled with 
early fouls, but on the 
upside, it seemed that 
Pebblebrook could only 
add points one at a time 
when the shots were 
uncontested and short.

However, just when 
the Falcons seemed con-
tained, they broke loose, 
going on a hot streak.

Westlake continued 
to play well, passing and 
penetrating on offense 
and protecting the paint 
on defence, but we went 
dry at the basket, where 

2 Monday 
March 7, 2016



SPORTS NEWS

it counted.
Westlake suddenly 

found itself unable to 
capitalize on good plays 
and convert the impres-
sive courtwork to points. 
We even began to back 
away from rebounds that 
we had been bringing 
down previously. 

Given the opportu-
nity, the hungry Falcons 
crept back into the game, 
and in the last 10 sec-
onds of the quarter, they 
even managed a quick 
steal, and they snuck a 
basket at the whistle.

In what seemed like 
the blink of an eye, Peb-
blebrook had put togeth-
er an 8 - 0 run and were 
trailing only by three by 

a score of 15 - 12.  
 The second quarter 

looked bleak. Pebble-
brook extended their hot 
streak across 10 minutes 
of play, ultimately going 
on a 27 - 7 run that left 
Westlake’s fans frustrat-
ed and discouraged.

The players on the 
court, however, knew 
that given enough time, 
they could turn around 
the score just as long as 
they kept playing funda-
mentally sound basket-
ball and took their shots.

Highlights of the 
second quarter included 
a few defensive stops 
that kept the bleeding 
to a minimum, notably 
a big block at 5:50 by 

Okeke, assisted by the 
towering Durr, as well as 
a nice defensive board 
by Okeke, who was quiet 
offensively in the half 
but loud defensively.

Wilkins continued to 
be in the mix, forcing a 
few bobbled balls and 
near turnovers here and 
there with nothing but 
pure hustle, determina-
tion, and grit.

Offensively, the 
highlight on the quarter 
was Durr, who broke 
up Pebblebrook’s 14 - 0 
reign of terror with an 
impressive tip for two, 
where Durr sailed over 
three defenders in a play 
of sheer heart.

After 8 minutes with 

no Westlake points, 
Jamie broke the dryspell 
by hitting a clean jumper 
from the left side, cutting  
Westlake’s defecit to 4 
with 2:45 to play in the 
half.

Pebblebrook , how-
ever, responded to the 
flicker of Westlake hope 
by adding free throws 
and a big three to extend 
their lead to 32 - 22 
when the buzzer sig-
naled halftime.

The take away from 
the first half was that the 
game had been reduced 
to rebounds and free 
throws.

As long as Westlake 
rebounded and did not 
committ fouls, we were 

dominant; however, the 
wheels had fallen off, 
and w were suffering in 
both categories.

For the last 10 min-
utes of the half, Pebble-
brook’s shorter players 
had stepped up, leaning 
into the rebounds and  
and attacking our bigs 
to neutralize Westlake’s 
height advantage.

Similarly, Pebble-
brook was 8 for 8 at the 
line, so sending them 
to the line was almost a 
sure point at that point 
in the game. 

Westlake was not 
having nearly as much 
success from the line, 
going 1 for 7, so much of 
the scoring reduced to 

a tale of two freethrow 
teams.

It should, however, 
be noted that the basket 
was a foot back from 
the normal high school 
distance of 15 feet, so 
perhaps this was one 
reason Westlake was off 
of its free throw game.

During halftime, 
Coach Rogers rallied his 
team, calling upon the 
outstanding mixture of 
respect and trust that 
underpins his coaching 
philosophy to inspire 
the maturity and focus 
that would necessary to 
mount a comeback.

Even in a huddle dur-
ing a timeout, you can 
see the mutual respect 
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that Coach Rogers has 
built among his team, so 
it was no surprise that 
the boys came back from 
halftime unphased by 
the rough first half and 
ready to play.

When the third 
quarter started, West-
lake’s maturity showed, 
because the team 
refused to be frustrated, 
even when foul after foul 
went against Westlake, 
despite our boys having 
their hands up, feet set, 
and space established.

 Pebblebrook knew 
that their best chances 
were to get to the line, 
and they were masterful 
at getting calls, so credit 
Pebblebrook with play-
ing smart. 

Westlake was on 
its heels until Jamie, 
discontent with having 
watched Pebblebrook 
go ahead, began to take 
over the tempo of the 
game and emerged as 
a hero when Westlake 
needed it most. 

While Pebblebrook 
started to play the clock, 
perhaps prematurely, 
with around 2:15 to go in 
the third, Jamie began to 
play the space that the 
guards were giving him 
just inside the arc.

Jamie hit smooth 
two point jumper after 
smooth two point 
jumper, taking advan-
tage of a soft perimeter 
defense and chipping 
away at Pebblebrook’s 
lead slowly but surely.

Jamie’s calm and col-
lected hand accounted 
for 10 of Westlake’s 
16 points in the third 
quarter and proved to 
be the stable ground on 
which Westlake built its 
comeback.

Steadily, Westlake 
added big plays that 
started to shift the mo-
mentum back into their 
favor.

First, Wilkins manu-
factured a dramatic 
steal, gave it up on an 
errant pass, but then 
chased the ball all the 
way to the basket, where 
he made an epic block 
against the boards.  

Next, Kelvin Simeon 
prevented a five point 
defecit from becoming 
seven with a shattering 
block that made him 
look ten feet tall and 
swelled the chests of the 
Westlake crowd. 

Unfortunately, the 
strong block, which was 
textbook clean, took the 
feet out from under Peb-
blebrook standout Jared 
Harper, a future Auburn 
Tiger, who crashed to the 
floor, hitting the back of 
his head.

Harper showed signs 

of a concussion after the 
play and spent exten-
sive time talking with 
the bench, but with no 
conncussion protocol 
taken, Harper stayed in 
the game, at times look-
ing woozy but at others  
looking unstoppable.

Pebblebrook retaliat-
ed against Simeon with 
a foul and some jaw-
ing, but Simeon proved 
ignored the non-sense, 
taking care of business 
and hitting both free 
throws to bring Westlake 
within three as time 
ticked down to zero in 
the third.

Simeon certainly rose 
to the occasion, becom-
ing one of the heroes of 
Westlake’s comeback. 

In fact, between 
the block and the free 
throws that put the Lions 
within striking distance, 
Simeon seemed to have 
combined the unyielding 
heart of Wilkins and the 
steady hand of Jamie.

Against the ropes, 
Pebblebrook’s Sexton 
put up a fight, dunking 
the ball dramatically, but 
Westlake chipped away 
at Pebblebrook’s defense 
with superb technique 
and a  free throw until 
the Lions found their 
own big momentum 
changing dunk.

 The rim shaking 
slam came on an alley-
oop from Jamie outside 
the arc to Bell above the 
rim, and by the time Bell 
landed, the game, which 
was now technically 48 - 
48, felt zero - zero.

The Westlake 
cheerleders were going 
nuts, and the crowd, 
having watched their 
Lions resolve a 20 point 
defecit to bring the game 
back to a neutral score, 
were wild with pride.

Bell, soaring on the 
energy from his dunk, 
translated the big of-
fensive moment into 
excellence defense.

Most notably, he 
broke up the very next 
playing, sending a loose 
ball to Wilkins.

Wilkins scooped up 
the loose ball and passed 
it to Okeke, who sank a 
jumper to put Westlake 
ahead for the first time 
since the second quarter.

Okeke then paid the 
defensive favor forward 
by breaking up the next 
play, and Wilkins, who 
gave the crowd déjà vu, 
grabbed yet another 
loose ball at a pivitol 
moment.

Wilkins went con-
servative with a smart 
lay up rather than risk 
it with the fireworks of 
a slam, and like that, 
Westlake was ahead 

by four on a calm and 
measured play that de-
flated Pebblebrook.

When Pebblebrook 
tried to respond, Bell yet 
again made a defensive 
stand, this time with a 
block that sent the ball 
straight into Jamie’s 
hands. With that, Bell 
asserted himself as the 
defensive leader of the 
fourth quarter, shutting 
the door on Pebblebrook 
seemingly every play. 

Unfortunately, this 
block would be the last 
on Bell’s highlight reel, 
because Bell fouled out 
as he was mauled under 
the basket while strug-
gling for a rebound.

Ironically, the ref-
erees seemed not to 
notice the more obvi-
ous drama, which was 
that Harper was again 
at Pebblebrook’s bench, 
where it appeared that 
the coaches and train-
ers were weighing their 
options about whether or 
not it would be too costly 
to activate the concus-
sion protocol.

As Bell exited, it was 
clear that his defensive 
play had helped give 
the Lions energy at the 
right moment, but if this 
senior was going to help 
lead his team to the win, 
it would have to be from 
courtside. 

When play resumed, 
there were two minutes 
remaining in the fourth.

Pebblebrook’s of-
fense, sensing the end 
of the game, woke up, 
scoring their first basket 
in in over five minutes, 
but Westlake was too in 
the zone to be deterred, 
hitting clutch shot after 
clutch shot to maintain 
their thin buffer.

Dramatically, Pebble-
brook worked their way 
to within one point, and 
as the clock approached 
the one minute mark, 
Westlake fumbled the 
ball, giving Pebblebrook 
a chance; however, Dan-
iel reclaimed possesion 
for the Lions on a steal, 
and found Okeke, who 
slammed the ball, taking 
Westlake to 58 - 55. 

Pebblebrook fouled, 
giving Westlake the op-
pertunity to extend their 
lead to five, but Westlake 
failed to  convert on 
consecutive free throws, 
leaving the door not 
quite open but cracked 
for Pebblebrook.

Pebblebrook, resolved 
to avenge their loss in 
last year’s finals, would 
not be denied, and in the 
last seconds of regula-
tion, Pebblebrook sank a 
three from way behind 
the arc, tying the game 
at 58 all and sending it 
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into overtime. 
The hero of the shot 

was Harper, who kept 
Pebblebrook’s hopes 
alive and brought to re-
ality that famous child-
hood dream of  hitting a 
three at the buzzer of a 
championship game.

Perhaps it was a good 
idea that Pebblebrook 
had not earlier overre-
acted and taken Harper 
out of the game, because 
he seemed more than 
recovered with that gem 
of a three.

Four minutes were 
added to the clock for 
overtime, but no one at 
the game could say that 
they saw four minutes of 
overtime action.

What do I mean 
exactly? Well, instead 
of playing a traditional 
overtime, Coach Rog-
eres employed one of 
his favorite strategies, 
which is best described 
as an  alpha male move, 
designed to seize controll 
and assert dominance.

Instead of running a 
play,  which would have 
required penetrating 
into a deeply packed 
Pebblebrook defense, 
Westlake held the ball 
until they got what they 
wanted, which was for 
Pebblebrook’s guards to 
come forward and create  
space for Westlake to 
work. 

To begin overtime,  
Jamie positioned him-
self just outside the arc 
and held the ball, not 
moving. The crowd, as 
well as Pebblebrook’s 
defenders, seemed a bit 
confused.

Why was Westlake 
not dribbling? Why were 
they  not passing? Why 
were they not concerned 
about ball movement?

Well, it turns out that 
high school basketball 
does not have a shot 
clock, so Jamie could 
hold the ball as long he 
wanted without penalty 
until a defender decided 
to come forward to con-
test him.

As Jamie held the ball 
for what felt like longer 
and longer, Westlake 
looked more and more 
confident, secure in their 
ability to not just control 
the clock but to control 
the game itself.

Pebblebrook’s players 
started clapping, ap-
parently trying to bring 
Jamie out of his resolu-
tion in the standoff, but 
Jamie did not blink. In-
stead, he did not nothing 
but stand still, defiantly. 

Pebblebrook’s players 
then stopped clapping, 
realizing that this was 
for real, and uncertainty 
began to grow.

Every so often, a 
player would look over 
to the bench, unsure of  
what he should do next 
in the face of an unmov-
ing offense.

After a minute and 
a half of nothing, Jamie 
passed the ball to his 
brother Daniel, and just 
as it looked like the ac-
tion was about to begin, 
Daniel put the ball on his 
hip and started waiting.

Daniel waited as the 
clock dipped under the 
two minute mark, unmo-
tivated to begin until he 
found the right moment.

Eventually, after half 
of overtime had passed 
in a staring contest, Peb-
blebrook blinked and 
sent up two guards. 

Like clockwork, 
Daniel found Okeke, 
who drove and scored 
an automatic basket, 
propelling Westlake into 
the lead 60-58.

The long possession 
had worked, and it was 
clear that Westlake had 
taken the game’s mo-
mentum through the 
masterful powerplay 
drawn up by Coach Rog-
ers. 

Essentially, Westlake 
had cut the length of 
overtime in half and 
made sure that they 
were in the driver’s seat.

In fact, the scoring 
was all Westlake in over-
time, where the Lions 
went on a 10 - 0 tear,

The next possession 
was much quicker, with 
Okeke rebounding and 
chucking the ball down 
court to a wide open 
Daniel, who laid the ball 
in easy but hit court 
hard on a foul that war-
rented a technical.

The score margin, 
which was at 64 - 58 
after Daniel hit both free 
throws, grew wider on 
an Okeke lay up, as well 
as more free throws, 
until eventually the final 
whistle blew, and West-
lake had won 68 - 58.

it was heartwarming 
to see the boys celebrate 
the big win, but it was 
particuarly fitting to see 
that Wilkins, a sen-
ior who had shown so 
much heart when the 
team was down, was the 
player holding the ball in 
the final seconds of the 
game.

Coach Rogers, in 
tears, took off his iconic 

glasses and bowed his 
head, overcome with 
joy, as his coaching staff 
gathered around him.

The team joined the 
coaches, and as a fam-
ily, Westlake celebrated 
their big win.

After the game, Rog-
ers and Wilkins went to 
the microphone to voice 
their impressions of the 
game, and Rogers began 
by stressing the impor-
tance of community.

“South Fulton basket-
ball is back. We wanted 
to bring this one back 
to South Fulton,” said 
Rogers.

Wilkins admiringly 
recapped what Coach 
Rogers had told the team 
during halftime.

“It was an up-and-
down game. He wanted 
us to play with heart. We 
played with heart and 
finished it out. This one 
is for our coach,” said 
Wilkins.

Wilkins also relayed 
one more piece of advice 
that he had taken from 
Coach Rogers, who 
coaches his team not 
only about X’s and O’s 
but also about character.

“Make sure that you 
respect the game of bas-
ketball,” echoed Wilkins 
with reverence.

Our Westlake boys 
could not have respected 
the game of basketball 
more than they did Sat-
urday, when they played 
so strongly for each 
other, made great plays, 
orchestrated an unbe-
lievable comeback, and  
achieved  dreams.

Specifically, congrat-
ualtions to the following 
members of the boys 
basketball team: 

Dylan McCall (0)
Chuma Okeke (1)
James Lewis (2)
Daniel Lewis (3)
Ronald Bell (4)
Joe Markham(10)
Jerrod Thompson( 12) 
Brandon Barron (13) 
Kelvin Simeon (14)
Chase Hunter (15)
Michael Durr (20)
Christopher Berry (21)
 Raquan Wilkins (22) 
Jamel Thompson (23) 
Charvies Hunter (24) 
Alex Williams (25)
Andre Mitchell (33)
and D’Antaye Page (34)

Congratulations, 
Westlake’s boys basket-
ball for this incredible 
achievement! After this 
good of a game, the only 
question reaming is 
when is the movie going 
to be made? W
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11/24 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 FINAL
East Jackson (1-1) 11 19 15 25 70

Westlake (2-0) 22 20 28 24 94

11/28 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 FINAL
Westlake (3-0) 16 14 23 26 79

Pace Academy (1-2) 24 17 21 10 72

12/1 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 FINAL
Westlake (4-0) 25 19 19 11 74

East Coweta (1-3) 8 14 10 8 40

12/4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 FINAL
Westlake (5-0) 24 11 20 12 67

Oak Ridge (5-2) 14 17 21 11 63

12/8 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 FINAL
Westlake (6-1) 33 18 15 19 85

South Cobb (5-5) 13 15 19 11 58

12/12 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 FINAL
Westlake (7-2) 9 17 16 16 58

Memphis East (4-0) 25 13 19 12 69

1/5 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 FINAL
Douglas Co. (9-5) 15 14 17 13 59

Westlake (8-2) 11 18 21 15 65

1/8 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 FINAL
Langston (8-6) 12 13 12 24 61

Westlake (9-2) 23 15 14 25 76

1/12 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 FINAL
Westlake (11-2) 13 11 22 30 76

Pebblebrook (12-7) 10 13 21 26 70

1/15 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 FINAL
East Coweta (3-14) 18 17 6 11 52

Westlake (12-2) 21 25 33 17 96

1/16 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 FINAL
Westlake (13-2) 14 18 21 18 71

Campbell (11-5) 18 11 16 20 65

1/19 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 FINAL
Newnan (9-10) 7 14 14 17 52

Westlake (13-2) 16 27 18 22 83

1/26 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 FINAL
Campbell (17-4) 16 19 24 22 81

Westlake (14-3) 31 17 4 28 80

1/27 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 FINAL
South Cobb (13-8) 23 5 10 11 49

Westlake (15-3) 16 17 26 16 75

1/29 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 FINAL
Westlake (15-4) 9 18 16 14 57

Douglas Co. (13-9) 13 15 18 13 59

1/30 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 FINAL
Tri-Cities (8-12) 10 21 17 31 79

Westlake (16-4) 24 18 24 26 92

2/2 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 FINAL
Pebblebrook (16-8) 17 15 19 21 72

Westlake (17-4) 21 17 22 22 82

2/5 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 OT FINAL
Westlake (18-4) 10 5 12 11 11 49

Langston (11-13) 9 9 10 10 6 44

2/6 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 FINAL
Westlake (19-4) 18 16 13 18 65

Newnan (11-13) 12 6 18 17 53

MARCH TO TOURNAMENT
Below, you can find the scores for Westlake’s season as reported 
by MaxPrepSports.com. We did not include any games that had 
incomplete score information.  for quarters, so you might notice 
a few of Westlake’s victories are not below. Otherwise, this chart 
will help give you a great overview of Westlake’s dominance in 
its championship seaon! W
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SCHOOL NEWS

REMINDER: MORNING TARDIES REMINDER: STUDENT LUNCHES
BY MS. BATES
ATLANTA -When 
enjoying lunch, please 
be reminded about the 
following guidelines.

First, students are 
not permitted to leave 
campus during lunch. As 
tempting as it might be 
for students with vehi-
cles to drive to get food 
of their choice, it is NOT 
permitted due to safety 
concerns.

Second, parents may 
drop off money if needed 
to purchase a school 
lunch, however, no food 
should be brought to stu-
dents during lunch. We 
simply do not have the 
resources in our front 
office to facilitate that 
process.

Third, students are 
permitted to bring in 
lunch from home, but 
please keep in mind that 

there will be no access to 
microwaves to warm up 
the food. 

Unfortunately, the 
county has explained 
that we cannot purchase 
microwaves due to con-
cerns about food safety, 
food sanitation, and 
student safety.

With these three de-
tails in mind, we hope all 
enjoy their lunch period 

experience! W 
 

BY MS. BATES
ATLANTA -It is critical 
that our students arrive 
to school on time each 
day. The first bell rings 
at 8:20am.  Our highest 
rate of tardies occurs 
during this time. 

We are seeing an 
increase this semester 
specifically with carpool 
riders who are late.  As 
we prepare for EOC and 

Advanced Placement 
(AP) exams it is critical 
for students to arrive to 
school on time.  The 1st 
15 minutes of each class 
begins with test prepara-
tion.  

We have about in-
structional days (consid-
ering our A/B schedule) 
for these exams. If a 
student is just 5 minutes 
late for these 30 days 
that e-mails to 150 min-

utes of lost instructional 
time. We are here to 
ensure that every child 
reaches their full poten-
tial, but can only do that 
when they are present.  

Students that ride 
the school bus even if its 
late will not be marked 
tardy, so please encour-
age your child to ride the 
bus.  

The following are the 
consequences for being 
tardy to school:

Please be advised that 

juniors and seniors desiring 

to participate in prom and 

other activities will have 

additional behavioral and 

attendance expectations in 

order to participate. These 

expectations will be clearly 

communicated to students 

and parents 

Also, please be advised, 

that student drivers may 

lose their on campus driv-

ing privileges if they are 

found in violation of our 

tardy policy. W

NEW COMMITTE TAKES ON CHEATING AND PLAGIARISM
BY FAITH DUPREE,
MARISSA LYMON,
DEREKA THOMAS
ATLANTA -Cheating is 
comparable to a global 
pandemic, because when 
given the opportunity, 
some individuals will 
test their luck by cheat-
ing on a test and habit 
will spread and spread. 

Cheating pollutes the 
academic atmosphere of 
a school and has det-
rimental effects on the 
relationships between 
students and teachers. 

If cheating occurs 
without the involved 
individuals facing conse-
quences for their actions, 
cheating will become 
more common in the 
school, so it is important 
that we have a plan to 
stop cheating. 

To combat this issue, 
many academic insti-
tutions have created 
rules and regulations to 
prevent cheating in their 
schools, and Westlake is 
no different.

Westlake High School 
has decided to join the 
fight against cheating 
and plagiarism by creat-
ing a committee whose 
main focus is the pres-
ervation of academic 
integrity. 

The WHS Honor Code 
Council will be responsi-

ble for reviewing accu-
sations of cheating and 
recommending appro-
priate ways for both the 
teacher and the student 
to move forward. 

The new policy was 
introduced to students 
during their classes, 
where they received 
information about 
academic integrity and 
the school’s beefed up 
response to cheating. 

Teachers handed 
out information and led 
open discussions with 
their students about the 
new policy. 

Despite these efforts 
to ensure transparency 
and understanding,, 
some parts of the policy 
might have left the stu-
dents confused.

According to the WHS 
Honor Code, cheating 
is defined as “giving or 
receiving information in 
any form that is related 
to a gradable experience 
including use of sources 
of information other 
than those specifically 
approved by the teacher 
either during or outside 
of class.”

The remainder of 
the written information 
that students were given 
was also written in great 
detail. 

Students were given 
specific examples of 

what is considered 
cheating in the context 
of the Westlake High 
School Honor Code. 

But a piece of paper 
can only say so much. 
Westlake High School 
student, Faith Dupree, 
interviewed Mrs. Bates, 
who is our principal, 
and Ms. Hickman, who 
is a chairwoman for the 
Honor Code Committee, 
and dug deeper into this 
new policy.

During the interview, 
Ms. Bates and Ms. Hick-
man provided specific 
examples of the activi-
ties that are not permit-
ted by the Honor Code. 

When it comes to 
tests, students are not 
permitted to take infor-
mation from sources 
other than those ap-
proved by the teacher, 
which in most cases 
would be limited to their 
own minds. 

Some of the banned 
sources of information 
for tests include the 
internet, other student’s 
papers, and students 
who have already taken 
the exam. 

Students are encour-
aged to not share the 
details of exams with 
their peers. 

An example of this 
would be one student 
quoting a specific test 

question or topic when 
speaking to another 
student who will take the 
exam at a later date. 

Even in the event 
that a student is absent, 
rather than catch up on 
what they missed with a 
friend, the Honor Code 
suggests that students 
see their teacher on the 
day that they return to 
school.

Mrs. Bates explained 
that the new policy was 
not that new at all. In 
fact, the new Honor Code 
is simply an extension of 
the old one. 

When asked what 
brought about these 
changes, Mrs. Bates 
stated that the old policy 
needed to be updated 
because “zeroes don’t 
reflect mastery.” 

She went on to 
explain that in the past, 
when students would 
receive zeros as a conse-
quence of cheating, they 
had no opportunity to 
prove what they knew.

With the new policy, 
teacher’s and students 
can gauge what the 
student has actually 
learned.

Mrs. Bates also 
touched on an issue 
that few would consider 
when discussing the ef-
fects of cheating. 

In the event that an 

assignment is being 
graded on a curve, one 
student cheating could 
affect everyone.

This new policy is 
meant to help each stu-
dent get the most out of 
their four (or less) years 
at Westlake High School.

Under the new policy, 
every student has the 
right to a fair trial. The 
trials will consist of the 
council, Hickman and 
four rotated volunteers, 
going over the facts of 
the accusations and then 
making a decision.

They will review 
all evidence supplied 
but the teacher, which 
includes tests, cheat 
sheets, and phones, and 
then they will deliver a 
verdict. 

Regardless of what 
the verdict is, the student 
and teacher involved 
will have 48 hours for 
a mastery assignment 
to be created (by the 
teacher) and completed 
(by the student). 

If they are found in-
nocent, they will receive 
full credit for the assign-
ment. If the student is 
found guilty, they will 
not receive a grade for 
the assignment.

In addition to not 
receiving a grade, the 
student will face conse-
quences that are based 

on their extracurricular 
activities.

An athlete could be 
suspended from the next 
sporting event depend-
ing on their coach’s 
integrity policy. 

A student who is 
in one or more Honor 
Society, including but 
not limited to National 
Honor Society, National 
Arts Honor Society, and 
National Science Honor 
Society, will be expelled 
from the organization 
after their second of-
fence. 

Students who violate 
the academic integrity 
policy may also result 
in losing other school 
privileges. 

The updated Honor 
Code Policy gives 
students a chance to 
redeem themselves after 
an accusation of cheat-
ing while encouraging 
them to be honest while 
completing assignments. 

We have robust and 
strong academic tradi-
tion at Westlake, and 
this increased effort to 
prevent plagiarism will 
only make us stronger!

Please make sure you 
have reviewed all the 
information and make 
sure to commit yourself 
to academics without 
plagiarism. W

BY AMINATA SECKA
ATLANTA- Flint, Michi-
gan has been suffering 
from a terrible water cri-
sis these past two years 
due to preventable water 
contamination.

The drinking water 
had a series of problems 

that culminated with 
lead contamination, 
creating a serious public 
health danger, especially 
for children, who have 
suffered brain damage 
from lead poisoning.  

Families are going  
through great difficulties 
because they cannot use 

tap water to drink.
It is well known, that 

water is a basic need, 
so if you imagine what 
these people have been 
going through, then you 
known that we need to 
act quickly as a school. 

Our Student Govern-
ment, led by Morenike 

Ibidapo and Owen Man-
ning, has taken the ini-
tiative to help the many 
people who are waiting 
in line for bottled water.

Please help the SGA 
send water to Flint by 
bringing either a case of 
bottled water or a jug of 
water to the front office.

Westlake will send its 
first donation on March 
11th and make subse-
quent donations in the 
weeks to come.

Cities all over the 
country are trying to 
stop this crisis, and we 
need to help supply Flint 
with drinkable water.

This  is Westlake  
spirit and dedication 
at its best. If you would 
like to make a donation, 
please be sure that you 
bring a CASE of bottled 
water instead of individ-
ual bottles, and remem-
ber that you are making 
an impact. W

PLEASE DONATE BOTTLED WATER; HELP FLINT, MICHIGAN
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JROTC CADETS VISIT WARNER ROBBINS AIR FORCE BASE
BY MAJOR JOHNSON
ATLANTA- Cadets from 
the Lion Battalion recent-
ly travelled to Warner 
Robbins Air Force Base 
and toured the Museum 
of Aviation, where they 
experienced firsthand 
the wonderful world of 
aviation history. 

While at Warner Rob-
bins, over forty five ca-
dets were led on a guided 
tour of the various mili-
tary aircraft that have 
helped position the Unit-
ed States into the domi-
nant world super power 
that it is today.

Aircraft at the muse-
um included planes from 
over hundred years ago 
that were used in WWI to 
modern day fighter jets 
such as the famous P-51 

Mustang to the F-15E 
Strike Eagle. 

Cadets also had a 
chance to see an exhibit 
dedicated to the famous 
Tuskegee Airmen, the 

first team of black pilots 
to fly in military action. 

During WWII, despite 
the seemingly insur-
mountable societal ob-
stacles imposed by insti-

tutionalized racism that 
existed during that time, 
the Tuskegee Airmen 
overcame and served 
their county with dis-
tinction, becoming some 

of the most celebrated 
military heroes and civil 
rights heroes in Ameri-
can history.  

Through their de-
termined efforts, the 

Tuskegee Airmen ena-
bled the U.S. Forces to 
ultimately defeat the Na-
zis in Germany by flying 
escort missions that ena-
bled U.S. bombers to de-
liver their payloads onto 
their targets.  

All our Westlake ca-
dets had a great time and 
learned much from this 
memorable experience.

For those of you who 
are curious about the gi-
ant piece of hardware 
behind the JROTC cadets 
in the picture, it is A-10 
Thunderbolt, also known 
as a Warthog. 

We want to thank the 
staff of Warner Robbins 
for graciously touring 
our cadets and sharing 
their appreciation for 
aviation history. W

SCHOOL NEWS

SPONSORS NAMED FOR 4TH ANNUAL FRENCH SPELLING BEE
BY TAMANI WILSON
ATLANTA- The Fourth 
Annual French Spell-
ing Bee is pleased to an-
nounce two new corpo-
rate sponsors, Subway at 
Sandtown, with Robert 
and Kisha Cameron, as 
well as  Guy Thornhill 
Enterprises, thanks to 
Brenda Morgan.

On behalf of the par-
ticipants, let me give you 
a thunderous, “MERCI 
BEAUCOUP!” Your gen-
erosity has helped make 
this event very special 
for our children. 

At the spelling bee, 
prizes will be distributed 
to first place ($500.00, 
trophy, gift bag, and gift 

basket from Subway), 
second place ($300.00, 
trophy, and gift bag), third 
place ($100.00, trophy, 
and a gift bag), and hon-
orable mention ($50.00).
The winning teacher will 
also win $100.00. Thank 
you for making this pos-
sible!

The French Spell-
ing Bee will be held at 
Westlake High School 
on Saturday, March 12, 
2016 from 10:00 a.m. 
to 1:00 p.m. The follow-

ing school districts will 
be represented: Atlanta 
Public Schools, Gwinnett 

BY MARISSA LYMON
ATLANTA- Meet Faith 
Dupree, a 12th grade stu-
dent who is soft spoken, 
reserved, and is focused 
on her work. 

When Faith is not at 
school, she turns into 
Yanni Nefitari, her ar-
tistic alter ego, and be-
comes  a model for Kon-
tajus Hair, where she 
recently gained to oppor-
tunity to be featured in 
StyleQ magazines. 

Faith was introduced 
to modelling when she 
was seven years old. 

“My mom pushed me 
to try things that I neces-
sarily didn’t want to do at 
first because I was a clas-
sic tomboy and I wanted 
to do karate,” said Faith.

“Then, I realized that 
I liked being in front of 
cameras, and I started 
getting into it..”

Faith isn’t the only 
one who is enjoying the 
process. She even has a 

couple fans. 
“Sometimes people 

will recognize me and 
call me by my Instagram 
name. Since the maga-
zine release, a couple of 
people have noticed me, 
but it’s not at that star 
struck level yet because 
I’m just starting out.”

She explains that 
there is a lot that goes 
into doing a photo shoot.

“For a photo shot, you 
have to wake up early 
depending on when the 
photo shoot is and you 
have to get everything, 
including what you’re 
going to wear, prepared 
a week in advance. Then 
you get your hair and 
makeup done. From 
there, you get dressed 
in the green room. After 
that, you go and do your 
photo shoot.”

Faith enjoys model-
ling, but she also has oth-
er career plans. 

“Modelling is really a 

side thing for me. I really 
want to be a Criminal 
Psychologist  so that I can 
help the African Ameri-
can community.”

She can see, how-
ever, how modelling has 
positive long term effects 
that will help her as she 
pursues her career and 

grows as a person.
“Modelling has made 

me very confident in who 
I am. For a long time, 
I didn’t recognize my-

self as beautiful. When 
I was around ten years 
old, I went to a casting 
director, and she told me 
that the average size for 
a model was a size 2. I 
thought that I was ugly 
for a long time because 
of what people were say-
ing to me, and I was get-
ting picked on. But now, I 
realize that I’m beautiful, 
and I want to let other 
girls know that they’re 
beautiful too. It doesn’t 
matter what anybody 
else says, if you like it, 
you do it.”

Faith gives a little 
advice to anyone who 
wants to start modelling.  

“Realize that you’re 
beautiful, no matter what 
people say about you. 
You’re beautiful. There’s 
always gonna be prettier 
girls out there, but no one 
is ever going to be you. If 
you don’t show the world 
you, then the world is 
just missing out.” W

STUDENT BALANCES ACADEMICS WITH MODELING CAREER

County Schools, Dekalb 
County Schools and Ful-
ton County Schools. W
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MEN OF MOREHOUSE GLEE CLUB WELCOMES CHORUS
BY DEREKA THOMAS
ATLANTA- Recently,  
members of Westlake 
High School’s chorus 
travelled to Morehouse 
College to experience the 
annual Morehouse Glee 
Club High School Choral 
Day. 

Each year, students 
participate in a range of 
activities at Morehouse,, 
including a visit to the 
Morehouse Cafe, a tour 
of the campus, and a con-
cert featuring the pres-
tigious Morehouse Glee 
Club.

Every year at their 
High School Choral Day,, 
the Morehouse College 
Glee Club (MCGC) treats 
its audience to an array 
of hit covers, which this 
year included “Been In 
the Storm,” “I’m Buildin’’ 
Me A Home,” and “Be-
hold, Brethren in Unity.”

Their combination of 
soulful hymns and Afri-
can American Spirituals 
always leaves the audi-
ence satisfied. 

The young musicians 
who participated in this 
trip were given a great 
opportunity to see where 
their music careers 
might go in the future. 

During the campus 
tour, Westlake students 
were given a glimpse 
into what college life is 
really like.

For example, at the 
Morehouse Cafe, stu-
dents were exposed to a 
variety of food options 
that gave them a sneak 

peek into all of the new 
opportunities that they 
would have in college. 

In addition to classic 
Southern Comfort foods,, 
Morehouse College’s Cafe 
also offers favorites such 
as pizza, sandwiches, sal-
ads, and burgers. 

The cafe is also home 
to vegan and vegetarian 
options that empower 
students who have spe-
cial dietary or moral 
requirements to eat the 
food that they need.

For students who 
were interested in More-
house College, this was 
their chance to visualize 
their time on campus.

For those who weren’t 
sure if they were inter-
ested in Morehouse, this 
tour may have changed 
their minds. 

Although the tours 
and the food were amaz-
ing, the prestige of the 
Glee Club’s music is what 
truly brought the stu-
dents to Morehouse. 

The Morehouse Col-
lege Glee Club (MCGC) 
was founded in 1911, for-
ty-four years after More-
house, which was then 
called the Atlanta Baptist 
College, first opened its 
doors.

The club is now com-
prised of talented young 
men from all across the 
globe, and while not all of 
the members are music 
majors, they all share the 
same passion for music. 

The MCGC has been 
a strong presence in the 
local and global com-
munity for decades. In 
1994, the MCGC even 
performed alongside Na-
talie Cole at Super Bowl 
XXVIII while she sang 
the National Anthem. 

The MCGC was also 
present when Atlanta 
was placed on the global 
stage in 1996 as the city 
that hosted the Olympics. 

The MCGC partici-
pated in the opening 
and closing ceremonies 
alongside some of mu-

sic’s greatest stars, in-
cluding Stevie Wonder 
and Gloria Estefan. 

When the MCGC is 
not showing their talents 
to the world, they are us-
ing them to inspire local 
high school students. 

Perhaps the most im-
portant part of the day 
was the lasting effect that 
this visit will have on the 
participating Westlake 
students. 

Mrs. Freda Walker,, 
Westlake’s chorus teach-
er,  an alum of Spelman 
College, Morehouse’s 
sister school, stated that 
for her students, seeing 
their former classmates 
at prominent colleges 
served as proof that they 
too could reach such 
heights. 

We at Westlake look 
forward to seeing our 
aspiring musicians ac-
complish great things in 
the future worthy of the 
MCGC, whether they are 
at Morehouse or else-
where. W

BY MS. BATES
ATLANTA-Congratu-
lations to the Westlake 
Symphonic Band, who 
were recently evluated 
for their playing skills.

Westlake received re-
ceived all superior rat-
ings from the Georgia 
Music Educators Asso-
ciation, which is quite an 
accomplishment.

 Westlake stood out 
in the District 5 Large 
Group and brought home 
plenty of bragging rights 
for their excellent perfor-
mance. Congrats! W

SYMPHONIC BAND GAINS ALL SUPERIOR RATINGS

SISTER SCHOOL ANNOUNCES SPRING PERFORMANCES
BY MS. FIELDS
ATLANTA -Tri-Cities 
High School Visual and 
Performing Arts Magnet 
Drama Program will step 
into the world of Tony 
Award-Winning Musical 
Cinderella,  

Cinderella has been 
delighting audiences 
with its surprisingly con-
temporary take on the 
classic tale.

This lush produc-
tion features an incred-
ible orchestra in an 
outstanding rendition 
that includes our own 
cultural traditions in 
an exciting, upbeat and 
up-to-date fashion full of 
surprising new twists! 

Be transported back 
to your childhood as 
you rediscover some 
of Rodgers and Ham-
merstein’s most beloved 
songs in this hilarious 

and romantic experience 
for anyone who’s ever 
had a dream. 

The show will run 
from Thursday through 
Sunday, March 17, 18, 19 
at 7:00 p.m., March 19th 
and 20th at 2:00 p.m. 
The performance will be 
held in the Viola Turner 
Theater on the campus 
of Tri Cities High School. 

Tickets are $15.00 
general admission, 
$10.00 for senior citizens 
and students, and $10 
for group rates of 10 or 
more in a party.

A happily ever after 
that the entire family 
can enjoy, be sure to 
purchase your tickets 
now! There is limited 
seating available for this 
production. For more 
information call 470-
254-8010. W

ARTS AND CULTURE
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ARTS AND CULTURE

BY JAMIL GREEN
ATLANTA-Lauryn Da-
vis is a climber, who has 
made it a habit to reach 
the top of the singing 
scenery, including All-
State Chorus, an elite 
group of the best singers 
in Georgia and the high-
est honor in high school 
singing.

Ms. Freda Walker, 
Westlake’s esteemed cho-
rus director, explained 
that she was not sur-
prised by Lauryn’s suc-
cess, because Lauryn has 
shown extreme promise 
since the day she was 
enrolled in chorus at the 
beginning of her high 
school career.

“From early on in her 
high school journey, Lau-
ryn displayed talent that 
I knew would potentially 
flourish into an immense 
skill,” said Ms. Walker. 

Lauryn first joined 
the All-State Chorus dur-
ing her sophomore year, 
which is much younger 
than the norm, and con-
tinued to make it her jun-
ior year and then senior 
year.

Ms. Walker explained 
that Lauryn’s biggest 
strength is being adapt-
able to different forms of 

singing.
“She is real, real, 

real… adaptable,” said 
Ms. Walker, emphasizing 
the word real each time. 

Lauryn also happens 
to be a piano player on 
the rise, a talented one 
at that, proving that she 
is adaptable not just vo-
cally but musically. 

Now that Lauryn has 
gone through her second 
audition for the All-State 
Chorus, she is looking 
ahead and  planning to 
attend college this up-
coming fall on a vocal 
scholarship.  

Lauryn humbly as-
sessed her performance 
at the All-State auditions, 
stating that her perfor-
mance was only stand-

ard compared to her pre-
vious performances in 
past years. 

“It was just the fact 
that I was so into it last 
year. This year was like, 
‘Ok, I’ll try.’ My score 
might not have been as 
high as last year, but I’m 
glad I made it again,” said 
Lauryn.

Apparently, senioritis 
was the reasoning be-
hind Lauryn’s average 
performance, a theory 
that she confirmed.

“Yeah…senioritis is 
something serious,” said 
Lauryn.

 Lauryn said that she 
would advise anyone au-
ditioning for the program 
to stay focused and not 
get too comfortable if.

CHORUS STUDENT THREE-PEATS ALL-STATE SELECTION

Regardless of her 
tough self-evaluation, 
Lauryn proved herself, 
winning another spot in 
All-State.

Lauryn has also show-
cased her talent over sev-
eral years in Westlake’s 
chorus program, includ-
ing her stunning perfor-
mance as Effie White in 
Dreamgirls. 

Lauryn is a tremen-
dous student and singer, 
and while it would be an 
honor to be named to the 
All-State Chorus once in 
a high school career, Lau-
ryn will graduate know-
ing that she did it three 
times. Congrats, Lauryn, 
and thanks for being a 
hard worker, climbing to 
the very top. W

STUDENT BREAKS DOWN THE BACHELOR ON THE BERT SHOW
BY SUCHANA DAS
ATLANTA- Westlake 
student Justice Marshall 
made her radio debut on 
The Bert Show during a 
segment where she re-
viewed The Bachelor for 
the radio show’s listen-
ing audience.

The Bert Show is a 
popular program for 
humor, current events, 
personal stories, and 
entertainment buzz 
about celebrities and 
has recently been airing 
comical reviews of hit 
romantic reality show 
The Bachelor. 

The regular con-
tributor for the reviews 
is Griff the Comedian, 
who just happens to be 
Justice’s father.

When Griff could not 
appear on the show do 
to a trip to Africa, Justice 
received the opportunity 
to step up and flex her 
intelligence and humor 
on the show. 

Bert began the in-
terview by introducing 
Justice as a 16 year old 
feminist who loathes 
The Bachelor, and Justice 
launched into her open-
ing thoughts. 

“The Bachelor goes 
against all of my femi-

nist thoughts. Also, I’m 
coming from a family 
with such a solid mar-
riage. I know for sure 
marriage is not made of 
TV or in front of a bunch 
of people,” said Justice, 
showing great maturity.

“I feel like you have 
to know someone a lot 
longer than the show 
before you get married 
to them, and I think that 
is why all these Bachelor 
marriages fail.”

The hosts of The Bert 
Show were impressed.

“I think you are prob-
ably smarter than the 
average American,” com-
mented Bert, who also 
added that everyone was 
probably watching the 
show to see the failures 
of the marriages rather 
than the successes.

Justice discussed a 
few topics on the show, 
including how often 
contestants said “Viva 
Mexico” when in Mexico 
City and how Ben had 
surprised the contestants 
by visiting them early in 
the morning before they 
were up and had applied 
their make up.

Most importantly, 
however, Justice de-
fended a single mother 

on the show who had 
been made fun of that 
week when one contest-
ant said that another 
contestant who is a sin-
gle mother should be on 
Teen Mom instead.

“Everyone was hating 
on Amanda because got 
a one-on-one date and 
happens to be a mother 
with two kids. That’s 
completely unfair,” ob-
served Justice.

“I understand the 
struggle of a single par-
ent and don’t understand 
what the big deal is, At 
least on Teen Mom, the 
teenagers are taking 
care of their kids. I can’t 
stand these women on 
The Bachelor who have 

no responsibilities,” ob-
served Justice.

She then cracked 
up the hosts of The Bert 
Show by making a great 
pop culture reference.

“This is a lot of 
drama, even more than 
usual. Well, I guess 
Shondra Rhymes is writ-
ing this one,”

Most students would 
not have been able to 
hold their own on air, 
but humor is no stranger 
in the Marshall family. 

With her father be-
ing a comedian, Justice 
learned the value of 
comedy and how it can 
pertains it to many as-
pects of life. 

“I’m always 
laughing,“said Justice 
when asked about her 
relationship to humor. 

When her father 
began reviewing The 
Bachelor for The Bert 
Show, the joke was that 
he was a “manly man,” 
so it would be an inter-
esting perspective on the 
show. 

Justice got involved 
early on by inputting 
her feminist views on 
the topic as her father 
watched the shows at 
home, and eventually, he 
began taping short clips 
of her expressing her 
views and placing them 
in his segments . 

So, when he left the 

country, Justice was the 
natural person to do the 
recap, a splendid oppor-
tunity, especially since 
she has been listening to 
The Bert Show since she 
was 11 years old. 

The prospect of being 
on the radio did make 
her feel nervous, so she 
prepared for her seg-
ment by watching  two 
hours of The Bachelor, 
which she found dis-
pleasing considering  
the Iowa caucus was on 
as well and she would 
rather be watching that. 

While watching the 
show, she took notes and 
sent the radio show’s 
producer the informa-
tion.

Even though many 
say she has a “ voice for 
radio,” Justice instead 
says into her future 
career  will probably be 
an English professor, but 
since she is a “political 
freak”, she also wants  to 
participate in politics.

As The Bachelor 
wraps up this week, 
make sure to tune into 
The Bert  Show to listen 
to justice and her father 
as they review reality 
television with humor 
and class. W
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LOOKING GOOD FOR PROM HAS NEVER BEEN SO EASY
BY CIERRA BERRY, 
DESKDRIA SCOTT
ATLANTA -Does prom 
have you stressed be-
cause you don’t know 
which dress to get to 
match the theme or how 
to get your hair styled? 
The pressure is off as 
long as you have Savvi 
on your side. 

Savvi Formalwear 
is a one-stop-shop for 
dresses, tuxedoes, suits, 
vests, and ties where 
you can be measured for 
formalwear and rent for 
much cheaper than it 
would be to purchase.

Students wear their 
rented formalwear to 
prom and then return all 
the pieces after the event 
for Savvi to clean and 
rent back out to its next 

customers.
Ashley Cissell, 

outreach coordinator 
with Savvi Formalwear, 
reached out to Westlake 
High School’s Span-
ish teacher and Prom 
Coordinator, Ms. Tamani 
Wilson about two or 
three years ago, offer-
ing a partnership with 
Westlake to help stu-
dents make their style 
decisions. 

“Savvi Gives Back 
program is a great way 
for schools to earn mon-
ey with little to no effort 
all while assisting stu-
dents in saving money 
for prom,” explained Ms. 
Cissell in an email,  

While Savvi enjoys 
being a big help to 
students preparing for 

prom, the company takes 
extra pride in being able 
to assist schools finan-
cially through the Savvi 
Gives Back program. 

Under Savvi Gives 
Back, students receive 
the perk of $50 off their 
rental,  and the school 
receives $10 for each 
Westlake rental!

Savvi’s workers will 
also coordinate with the 
students to match their 
personal interest, as well 
as the individual school’s 
prom theme. 

After several years of 
working with the com-
pany, Ms. Wilson has 
become a believer.

“ I love it. Sometimes 
you all don’t know how 
good you look dressed 
up, and it doesn’t mat-

ter how much it costs, 
but Savvi makes sure 
to have reasonable 
and affordable costs,” 
expressed Ms. Wilson 
happily.

Savvi’s website goes 
to great lengths to pro-
mote the experience of 
prom, especially with 
its mission statement, 
which we have reprinted 
below.

“Express yourself 
with confidence from the 
perfect time to bring out 
your best and uniquely 
you. Carry on the tradi-
tion of prom your way 
and dress it up right 
and make an entrance 
that gets the wow you 
deserve!”

For students like 
Joshua Rich, Savvi is the 

perfect opportunity. 
“I am definitely un-

prepared and need to go 
somewhere to get a tux” 
said Joshua.

Other students, who 
are excited that prom is 
close, haven’t yet thought 
about the specifics and 
need to get the details 
figured out. 

Savvi Formalwear 
politely asks to get ready 
three weeks prior to 
prom make sure that 
there is enough time for 
any changes.

If you are one of the 
unprepared, then here 
are the top 5 tips that 
are here to SAVE the day, 
PROM day! 

1. Think outside the 
box and prevent match-
ing when choosing your 

formalwear.
2. Follow the theme 

of prom, “A Night in 
Paris.”

3. Be sure you are 
confident in your dress 
or tuxedo.

4. Wear shoes that 
are comfortable for you.

5. Plan ahead, be-
cause time management 
is key.

The closest Savvi For-
malwears are located at 
the following locations:

1. Greenbriar Mall 
Shopping Center, 2841 
Greenbriar Pkwy SW, 
Atlanta, GA 30331

2. Lenox Square, 3393 
Peachtree Rd, Atlanta, 
GA 30326

3. 2980 Cobb Pkwy, 
Atlanta, GA 30339

4. Northlake Mall, 
4800 Briarcliff Rd NE, 
Atlanta, GA 30345 W

YOUNG DESIGNER WANTS TO CREATE YOUR NEW LOOK
BY STAFF
ATLANTA -The legends 
of entrepreneurship go 
a little something like 
this. Steve Jobs began 
Apple in a garage. Mark 
Zuckerberg invented Fa-
cebook in a dorm room, 
Countless of young 
children who set up lem-
onade stands went on to 
manage multinational 
corporations. 

If you put stock into 
these rag-to-riches 
legends, then you need 
to know about Danielle 
Patterson, an aspiring 
fashion designer who 
aims to get her designs 
worn on campus and 
even at prom.

“My hopes is that I 
can work on a few pro-
jects for prom and really 
make a special design 

for a special event,” said 
Danielle, who has the 
rare combination of hu-
mility and ambition.

“I do it because I like 
it, and when you have a 
passion for clothes, then 
your dream is to make 
your dreams reality. The 
art form is a physical 
medium, so I want these 
clothes I dream up to 
actually exist”

If you are inter-
ested in working with a 
talented peer to create a 
unique wardrobe expres-
sive of your personality, 
then you will want to 
contact Danielle and get 
cracking.

Who knows? Maybe 
Danielle is beginning the 
next garage project that 
will grow into an entre-
preneurial success. W 

PROM NEWS
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PREPARE FOR PROM; CHECK THIS ULTIMATE PROM GUIDE
BY RHONDA HUDSON
ATLANTA -Decisions-
Decisions! As prom 
season approaches in 
Atlanta’s South Fulton 
community, many deci-
sions have to be made.

In this evolving era 
of technology and social 
media, teen proms have 
become more than a 
high school tradition.

Prom Night has 
morphed into the social 
event of the season 
where Instagram is king. 

Most young ladies 
and gentlemen are 
gearing up for the most 
extravagant “Promposal,”  
the event of asking a 
potential date out to the 
prom with hopes that 
their creative ideas to 
ask the big question will 
be captured on social 
media and go viral.  

Regardless of new 
trends in accepting and 
attending the ultimate 
date night, there are a 
few etiquette guidelines 
that will help make 
planning the event less 
stressful and drama free 
for teens and parents.

****** 
Create a 

Prom Budget
Financing the prom 

can cost a small fortune 
without proper planning 
and communication. The 
question is who pays? 

Traditionally, the 
gentleman paid for all 
expenses including tick-
ets, limo, pictures, and 
dinner. Today, whoever 
is asking, whether gen-
tleman or young lady, 
should pay for the prom 
tickets. 

The other cost should 
be agreed upon among 
the families well in 
advance in order to miti-
gate confusion.

****** 
Choose the Date
No longer does the 

young lady have to wait 
to be asked to the prom.

Today, young ladies 
ask gentlemen and 
groups of friends attend 
the prom together. 

Rule of thumb, after 
a prom invitation has 
been accepted, go out 
on a date prior to the 
prom in order to become 
acquainted with one 
another in a social set-
ting outside of school. In 
addition, families should 
meet to agree upon 
prom night expectations, 
curfews and schedule.

Be mindful that once 
an invitation to the prom 
has been accepted and 
plans are made, teens 
should keep their word 
and stick to the date.

****** 
Discuss  

Prom Attire
Prom attire may vary 

from school to school. 
Masquerade, Mardi Gras 
and Hollywood are a few 
popular prom themes 
that may dictate the at-
tire. 

Prom invitations 
should address the 
theme and become the 
guide to what to wear.

When deciding the 
color schemes of the 
dress and the tuxedo, 
parties should discuss in 
advance before pur-
chases and rentals are 
made in order to avoid 
mismatch attire. 

Flowers are an inte-
gral and symbolic part of 
the attire. 

Gentlemen should or-
der corsages two weeks 
in advance and pin on 
the ladies’ left side of 
the gown; ladies should 
order boutonnieres two 
weeks in advance for 
gentlemen and place on 
the left lapel.

****** 
Be Fashion 
Forward!  

What are you wear-
ing?  Head to the nearest 
dress shop or depart-
ment store and peruse 
their selections. 

One of our favorite 
places to buy a gown is 
Sweet Elegance Bridal 
located in Decatur.  Well 
worth the drive the staff 
here are so incredibly 
welcoming and provide 
you with a customized 
shopping experience 
that is unparalleled.  

They’ve got a great 
selection of prom dress-
es to choose from.  

Looking for a more 
custom or couture ex-
perience?  I’ve still got 
you covered. Meyonda 
Shanee apparel creates 
masterful attire for your 
special occasions.  

With an eye for detail 
owner/ designer Meyon-
da Benjamin can create 
almost anything you can 
dream of just in time for 
prom.  Allow Meyonda 
to make you a one of a 
kind prom dress that fits 
you perfectly.

****** 
It’s all in 

the Details!  
Pay attention to the 

details.  Do your shoes 
complement your dress?  
What about your date? 

There will be pictures 
taken throughout the 
evening, so it’s a great 
time to have you make-
up done by a profession-
al makeup artist.  

Proper makeup ap-

plication will enhance 
your natural beauty and 
help make sure you are 
picture perfect.

******
Arrive in Style!
Getting there is half 

the fun.  How you arrive 
at Prom sets the tone for 
the entire evening.  

Why not make the 
ride to and from prom 
something you and your 
friends will cherish 
forever? 

A limousine is always 
a nice touch. My friends 
Tiffany and Marlon over 
at MARTI Transportation 
have a super fun solu-
tion.. A fully equipped 
Mercedes Sprinter 
Van with a satellite TV, 
surround-sound, Wi-Fi 
and even karaoke.

****** 
Be Picture Perfect

Hotel Indigo in Col-
lege Park provides the 
perfect background for a 
fun prom shoot.  

While modern and 
sleek the hotel has great 
areas for meeting and 
socializing and was su-
per warm and inviting.

Be sure to capture the 
best moments of prom 
along the way.  Here are 
three tips to help you 
capture prom photos 
you’ll cherish forever.

•Watch Your Back: 
Pay attention to what’s 
behind you.  If the 
background is too busy it 
detracts from the overall 
photo. Stagger your 
stance to avoid  it look-
ing like things are grow-
ing from your head.

•Take it to the Streets:
Go outside and grab 
some fun individual 
and group shots.  A nice 
backyard or local park 
provide a great back-
drop for group photos 
but don’t be afraid to 
use nice architecture or 
stairs to add some vari-
ety to your photos.

•Lighten Up: Pay at-
tention to your lighting.  
When you are able to 
find a nice bright area 
just make sure people 
are not squinting in the 
sunlight, and shift your 
angles to avoid harsh 
shadows.

Most of all, relax and 
have a good time!

****** 
Vendors 

Formalwear: 

* SweetEleganceBridal.com

* fashionfrenzyatl.com

* MADE- Meyonda.com

Transportation:  

* MartiTransportation.com

Makeup: 

* MakeupByCharlene.net

Venue: 

* Hotel Indigo    

Westlake is holding 
its annual Prom Expo 
again this year. The 
Prom Expo is an opper-
tunity for students to get 
information about busi-
nesses, vendors, services, 
and entrepreneurs that 
are available to them 
during prom season.  

We will be holding 
our Prom Expo on Tues-

day, March 15 during 
our lunches (1141a.m.-
1:51p.m.).  

This is an excellent 
opportunity to provide 
students with  busi-
ness cards, flyers, list of 
services, etc., and to help 
promote our community 
businesses.  

If you have anyone 
you know that could 

PROM NEWS

BUSINESSES GAIN ENTRY TO 
WESTLAKE’S PROM EXPO 

offer our students their 
services in preparation 
for prom (hair, nails, 
dresses, barbers, limos/
car services, restaurants, 
etc.), please have them 
contact me by Friday, 
March 5, 2016.  

We appreciate you 
and their business being 
a part of the Westlake 
family. W

Prom Theme:  A Night in Paris
Date:  Saturday, April 23, 2016

Time: 8p.m.-12a.m.
Venue:  Delta Flight Museum

PROM EXPECTATIONS FOR 
JUNIORS AND SENIORS
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FINE ARTS AND HUMANITIES NEWS

2015 SCHOOL LITERARY MAGAZINE AVAILABLE FOR ORDER
200 PLUS 
PAGES! 
BY STAFF
ATLANTA - Have 
you enjoyed read-
ing the poetry from 
Emmanuel Griggs 
and N’Naserri Crew-
Johnson that we have 
featured in the PRIDE 
Newsletter? 

If so, in the Spring 
of 2015, we published 
the ROAR Literary 
Magazine, which 
encompassed the 
creative writing of 32 
talented students at 
Westlake High School.

These students 
submitted their liter-
ary work and work-

shopped their writing 
until it became what 
you see in this liter-
ary magazine. For 
example, several of 
our students were 
even able to present 
their plays in a young 
playwrighting festival 
at the Horizon Theatre, 
where they attended 
and saw Atlanta actors 
read their scripts.

Overall, we have 
228 pages of student 
writing to share with 
the community, and 
frankly, the students 
have done a great job 
creating a stunning 
collection of work.

Below are quick 
samples of the dif-
ferent genres repre-
sented in the Literary 

This Week’s Feature Sections
Prose (Short Stories, Monologues, and Novellas)

“Blowstorm” by Ishmail Edwards (102)
“Deemo & the Girl” by Emmanuel Griggs (26)

“Deidra” by Daesia Harvey (76)
“Detached Destiny by Bre’Anna House (197)

“Dust Devil” by Ashley Bridgeforth (118)
“Forever the Prey” by Jalen Brown (211)

“Gentle Earthquake” by Elexus Griffin (209)
“A Grandmother’s Love” by Jhalen Baugh (66)

“I Hate Vampires” by Aminah Cottle (198)
“Just Behind the 8 Ball” by Jordan Miles (50)

“Loneliness” by Jalen Brown (211)
“Noctilucent Cloud” by Taliyah Holloway (126)    

“Not Like Me” by Destinee Holt (59)
“Shopping Addiction” by Jhalen Baugh (68)

“Sirens” by Ashley Bridgeforth (114)
“Swirling Inferno” by Kenneth Flynn (91)

“Symmetry” by Ciann Foster (206)
“The Story of My Boys” by James-Wesley Jones (110)

“Usher” by Christine Smallwood (207)
“Yellow Paint” by Destinee Holt (59)

“Yourself” by Destinee Holt (59)

Magazine, which 
features short stories, 
scripts, poetry, paint-
ings, drawings, and 
interviews with local 
Atlanta artists. 

If you would like 
to read ROAR Liter-
ary Magazine in 
its entirety for free 
or order a physical 
boudn copy for cost, 
please visit the fol-
lowing website:http://
www.magcloud.
com/browse/is-
sue/940354?__
r=566239

We want to spot-
light these talented 
writers and encourage 
an atmosphere of crea-
tive expression, artistic 
collaboration, and in-
tellectual bravery! W
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SPORTS NEWS

2016 ATHELTIC CALENDAR AVAILABLE FOR PREORDER
BY STAFF
ATLANTA - If you are 
interested in supporting 
the Westlake Athletic 
Department, then please 
preorder a Westlake 
2016 Athletic Calendar!

Each month of this 
12 month calendar is 
dedicated to one sport 
(and in some cases two 
or three) and features 
top atheltes galore.

Nearly all pictures 
in the calendar were 
taken by CadyStudios, 
who gives an impressive 
professional edge to our 
student athletes.

You can look through 

the thumbnails to the 
right to get an idea of the 
calendar’s design, but 
when printed, the calen-
dar will be full-sized and 
ready to hang on your 
wall or be displayed on 
your desk.

Featured sports in-
clude swimming, wres-
tling, soccer, baseball, 
softball, track and field, 
golf, tennis, rifle, volley-
ball, cross county, cheer, 
band, dance, football, 
and basketball.

For more informa-
tion, please email the 
athletic director, Coach 
Wilson at wilsonr3@
fultonschools.org
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STUDENT SERVICES’ CORNER

COUNSELOR’S CORNER

ATLANTA - To make it 
easy to send transcripts 
to colleges, Fulton Coun-
ty Schools has partnered 
with Parchment to pro-
vide secure online tran-
script ordering available 

PARCHMENT REGISTRATION 
FOR SENIORS

24/7. 
Creating the account 

is free and only takes a 
few steps. All seniors re-
ceived their Parchment 
registration codes on 
September 24th and/or 
25th and should regis-
ter with Parchment right 

ATLANTA- On May 20, 
2016, senior  students 
will be closing this chap-
ter on their high school 
career. 

Congratulations to all 
the senior students and 
parents of senior stu-
dents who have almost 
made it to the graduation 
milestone.

CHECKING SENIOR STATUS
Counsellors will begin 

senior status checks im-
mediately following the 
schedule change window 
so we can inform you of 
your student’s specific 
status.

Thank you in advance 
for your patience and un-
derstanding.

 

 
9th Grade (A - Z): Antonio Grissom,  

grissom@fultonschools.org 
470-346-6400 x46429 

 
10th – 12th (A – E):  Anthony Decosta,  

decosta@fultonschools.org 
470-346-6400 x46434 

 
10th – 12th (E – K): Beatrice Ford,  

fordb@fultonschools.org 
470-346-6400 x46482 

 
10th - 12th (L – Q): Shelia Reese-Jackson (Head),   

reeses@fultonschools.org 
470-346-6400 x46433

 
10th - 12th (R – Z): Dawn Perry, 

perrydb@fultonschools.org 
470-346-6400 x46432 

Guidance Secretary: Donna Carter, 
carterd2@fultonschools.org 

470-346-6400

CONTACTING COUNSELORS

Student Services Administration

Curriculum Assistant Principal: Cecelia Johnson,
johnsonc5@fultonschools.org

Administrative Assistant: Candice Hickman,  
hickmanc@fultonschools.org

Student Support Staff

College and Career Advisor: Steven Johnson 
johnsons16@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400 x46462

504 Coordinator and 
Graduation Coach: Twanda Harrison, 

harrisont1@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400 x46428

Instructional Support Teacher: Jennifer Swint, 
swint@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400 x46444

     
SEC Department Chair: Andrea Freeman,  

freemana1@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400 x46444

Data Specialist: Jan McLemore,  
mclemorej@fultonschools.org

 
Back Up Data Specialist: Mesi Spencer,

spencerm@fultonschools.org 

Records Clerk: Jenna Bannister,
bannister@fultonschools.org

Guidance Secretary: Donna Carter, 
carterd2@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400

School Social Worker: Willette Stephens,  
stephensw@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400 x46483

 
School Psychologist: Judith Perkins 

perkinsj@fultonschools.org 
 

School Psychologist: Elizabeth Scott, 
scottea@fultonschools.org

ATLANTA- As the year 
advances, you may find 
yourself in need of con-
tacing one of Westlake’s 
counselors.

When that happens, 
we want to make sure 
that you know the correct 
number and can quickly 
get in touch with the per-
son who can best help 
your student.

Below, you will find a 
list of useful contacts for 

the counselors.
If you need to set up 

a parent-teacher con-
ference, we can set up a 
conference with all your 
student’s teachers if you 
contact the Student Ser-
vices office. 

Please either call the 
school at (404) 346-6400 
and request Student Ser-
vices or email Jeanine 
Griswold at the email ad-
dress posted below.

CONTACTING STUDENT SUPPORT STAFF
Please use the following numbers to contact the school in times of need.

ATLANTA-  Join our dis-
tribution list to receive 
texts and/or emails with 
information on upcom-
ing college representa-
tive visits and scholar-
ship updates. 

Both students and 
parents are encouraged 
to register.  

SIGN UP FOR REMIND 101
Don’t be left out of the 

loop—join today. 
To receive messages 

via text, text @566a2 to 
81010 or to receive mes-
sages via email, send an 
email to 566a2@mail.
remind.com.   

COUNSELING PROGRAMS

 
School Programs ............................................... 
• Counselors’ Corner will be held in the school caf-
eteria (November 3rd) 
• Apply to College Day (November 5th) 
• Counselors’ Corner will be held in the school caf-
eteria (November 17th) 

9th Grade Programs ............................................... 
• 9th Grade BRIDGE Law Benchmark Activity:  
Career Interest Inventory ( October - Novemeber) 
• Suicide Prevention Classroom Guidance:  
Signs of Suicide (October - November) 
    
 

10th Grade Programs ............................................ 
• 10th Grade BRIDGE Law Benchmark Activity: Dual 
Enrollment and College Credit Now Opportunities 
(November 18th - 19th) 

11th Grade Programs ............................................ 
• Applying to College Guidance Lesson (November 
10th – 11th) 
• Fall Junior Classroom Guidance: What Colleges 
Consider in Admissions (November) 
• 11th Grade BRIDGE Law Benchmark Activity: Vir-
tual College Search (November)  

12th Grade Programs ............................................ 
 • Please see School Programs 

Counseling Programs Reaching 11th - 12th..... 
• College and Career Center 
• College Representatives at WHS (Grades 11-12)
 
 

Counseling Programs Reaching 9th–12th ........ 
• New Student Enrollments 
• Academic Advisement 
• Post-Secondary Planning and Advising 
• Dual Enrollment Information 
• Parent/Teacher Conferences 
• Summer School Information 
• Community Agency Referrals 
• Collaboration with Teachers, Administrators, 
School Social Worker, and School Psychologist 
• Care Team Referrals 
• SAT and ACT Information 
• Crisis Intervention 
• Career Guidance and Exploration 
• Transcribing Student Records

TESTING CORNER

BY STAFF
ATLANTA - State scores 
from the 2014-15 admin-
istration of the Georgia 
Milestones Assessment 
System (Georgia Mile-
stones in grades 3-8 and 
Georgia Milestones EOCs 
in grades 9-12) were re-
leased. 

These preliminary 
scores reflect the first ad-
ministration of Georgia’s 
new comprehensive test-
ing system. 

This year’s assess-
ment results establish a 
baseline for the progress 
we expect student to 
make over time.  

According to the 
Georgia Department 
of Education, the state 
showed overall lower re-
sults than in past years.  

“These results show 
a lower level of student 
proficiency than Geor-
gians are used to seeing, 
but that does not mean 
Georgia students know 
less or that teachers are 
not doing a great job – 
it means they’ve been 
asked to clear a higher 
bar,” State School Super-

intendent Richard Woods 
said. 

State Results for GA
9th Grade English 

(25% Beginning, 39% De-
veloping, 29% Proficient, 
6% Distinguished)

American Lit (25% 
Beginning, 39% Develop-
ing, 29% Proficient, 6% 
Distinguished)

Algebra (31% Begin-
ning, 36% Developing, 
26% Proficient, 8%Dis-
tinguished)

Geometry (32% Be-
ginning, 35% Developing, 
25% Proficient, 8% Dis-
tinguished)

Biology (37% Begin-
ning, 25% Developing, 
29% Proficient, 9% Dis-
tinguished)

Physical Science (36% 
Beginning, 33% Develop-
ing, 26% Proficient, 5% 
Distinguished)

US History (27% Be-
ginning, 34% Developing, 
30% Proficient, 9% Dis-
tinguished)

Economics (30% Be-
ginning, 31% Developing, 
30% Proficient, 9% Dis-
tinguished)

STATE MILESTONES RESULTS

Representatives
3 Parents:  
      Chris Lennon  
      Keisha Minter,  
      Christel Jackson
2 Teachers:  
      Yoshana Jones,  
      Ashley Barker
2 Community:  
      Suzanne Wilborn,  
      Rhonda Hudson
2 School Employees:        
      Chantrise Holliman,  
      Estella B. Cook

FY16 SGC  
Meeting Calendar 

Location:  
Westlake High School 
Media Center 

Time:  
Tues. 4:30-5:30 PM

Dates: 
12/01/15, 1/26/15, 
2/23/15, 3/22/15, 
5/10/15

SCHOOL GOVERNANCE 
COUNCIL ANNOUNCED
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CALENDAR OF SCHOOL EVENTS

Chemistry Olympiad Test .................................. 3/8 
DATE: Tuesday 3/8 

PLACE: Room 282 and 284 @ 2:00pm - 5:00pm

Fashion Club Photo Shoot ................................ 3/8 
DATE: Tuesday 3/8 
PLACE: Cafeteria @ 4:00pm - 6:30pm

Hidden Colors ..................................... 3/8, 3/15, 3/22 
DATE: Tuesday 3/8 

PLACE: Auditorium @ 4:00pm - 5:00pm

No School - Student Holidays................ 3/10 - 11 

DATE: Thursday 3/10 and Friday 3/11

Superintendent’s Student Council............... 3/11 
DATE: Friday 3/11 

PLACE: Media Center @ 1:00pm - 2:30pm

Come West 8 Milestones Prep ........................3/12 
DATE: Saturday 3/12 
PLACE: Room 433 and 446 @ 8:30am - 12:30pm

Fourth Annual French Spelling Bee ........... 3/12 
DATE: Saturday 3/12 
PLACE: Auditorium @ 10:00am - 1:00pm

Dance Team Competition ............................... 3/13 
DATE: Sunday 3/13 
PLACE: Auditorium, Gyms @ All Day

Dance Auditions ................................................... 3/14 
DATE: Monday 3/14 
PLACE: Room 101 and Gym @ 3:45pm - 8:00pm

School Governance Council ........................... 3/22 
DATE: Tuesday 3/22 
PLACE: Media Center @ 4:30pm - 5:30pm

9th - 11th Grade Awards Ceremony ............3/24 
DATE: Thursday 3/24 
PLACE: Auditorium @ 6:30pm - 8:30pm

Black to the Future ............................................... 3/25 
DATE: Friday 3/25 
PLACE: Auditorium @ 3:30pm - 10:00pm

Dance Team Master Class Showcase ......... 3/26 
DATE: Saturday 3/26 
PLACE: Auxillary Gym 
WORKSHOP: Auxillary Gym @ 10:00am - 5:00pm 
SHOWCASE: Auditorium @ 5:00pm - 9:00pm

Last Poet’s Cafe ....................................................... 3/30 
DATE: Wednesday 3/30 
PLACE: The Black Box @ 12:00am - 1:00pm

Top 25 Banquet ...................................................... 3/31 
DATE: Thurssday 3/31 
PLACE: Cafeteria @ 6:00pm - 7:30pm

Senior Awards ........................................................ 4/14 
DATE: Thurssday 4/14 
PLACE: Auditorium @ 6:30pm - 8:30pm

Walk to Stop Diabetes - SkillsUSA ............... 4/16 
DATE: Saturday 4/16 
PLACE: Football Field @ 9:00am - 11:30am

Westlake High School Graduation..............5/20 
DATE: Friday 5/20  
PLACE: Georgia Dome @ 7:00pm

STUDENTS OF THE DAY

JV Soccer  .................................................................... 3/7 
DATE: Monday 3/7 
PLACE: Football Field  

BOYS: @ 5:00pm - 8:00pm

Soccer vs. Douglas County  .............................. 3/8 
DATE: Tuesday 3/8 
PLACE: Football Field  
GIRLS: @ 5:00pm - 7:30pm  
BOYS: @ 7:30pm - 9:00pm

Baseball vs. Douglas County  ........................... 3/8 
DATE: Tuesday 3/8 
PLACE: Baseball Field @ 5:30pm - 7:30pm

Tennis vs. Langston Hughes  ........................... 3/8 
DATE: Tuesday 3/8 
PLACE: Tennis Court @ 4:30pm - 8:30pm

Golf vs. Pebblebrook  ........................................... 3/8 
DATE: Tuesday 3/8 
PLACE: Wolf Creek Golf Club @ 4:45pm

JV Baseball vs. Campbell  ................................... 3/9 
DATE: Wednesday 3/9 
PLACE: Campbell HS @ 5:30pm - 7:30pm

Golf vs. Campbell  .................................................. 3/9 
DATE: Wednesday 3/9 
PLACE: Wolf Creek Golf Club @ 4:45pm

Baseball vs. North Cobb  .................................. 3/10 
DATE: Thursday 3/10 
PLACE: Baseball Field @ 5:55pm - 7:55pm

Tennis vs. South Cobb  ...................................... 3/10 
DATE: Thursday 3/10 

PLACE: Tennis Court @ 4:30pm - 8:30pm

Baseball vs. Douglas Co.  .................................. 3/11 
DATE: Friday 3/11 
PLACE: Douglas County HS @ 5:55pm - 7:55pm

9th Grade Baseball vs. Shiloh  ....................... 3/12 
DATE: Saturday 3/12 
PLACE: Baseball Field @ 12:30pm - 2:30pm

Golf @ Georgia Jr. Golf Tournament ........... 3/12 
DATE: Saturday 3/12 
PLACE: Lakes at Laura S. Walker @ TBA

Dance Team Competition ............................... 3/13 
DATE: Sunday 3/13 
PLACE: Auditorium, Gyms @ All Day

JV Baseball vs. Langston Hughes  ............... 3/14 
DATE: Monday 3/14 

PLACE: Langston Hughes HS @ 5:30pm - 7:30pm

Baseball vs. Campbell  ....................................... 3/15 
DATE: Tuesday 3/15 
PLACE: Baseball Field @ 5:30pm - 7:30pm

9th Grade Baseball vs. Westminster ........... 3/15 
DATE: Tuesday 3/15 
PLACE: Westminster HS @ 5:30pm - 7:30pm

Tennis vs. Campbell  ........................................... 3/15 
DATE: Tuesday 3/15 
PLACE: Campbell HS @ 4:30pm - 8:30pm

CALENDAR OF SPORTING EVENTS

Sunday 3/13

Treshunda Robinson

Thursday 3/10 

Icyz Bell

Friday 3/11 

Ajia Kim

Friday 3/11 

Chelsea Spencer

Sunday 3/13 

Thaddeus Murphy

Thursday 3/10 

Alexander Averett

Wednesday 3/9

Tiarra Handspike

Tuesday 3/8 

Britney Rhodes

Wednesday 3/9 

Ambrya Murphy

MONDAY 3/7 JOHNECE THOMPSON 

is a very intelligent and bright young 

lady. Johnece has a very joyful person-

ality and is always focused on being a 

successful student and making excellent 

grades. (Nominated by Ms. Kenney)  

MONDAY 3/7 RHO-

DEJA FERGUSON and 

ZARIA BANKS are 

two young ladies are 

so much fun to have 

in class. Rhodeja and 

Zaria have a friendly 

competition with one 

another, and their enthusiasm is contagious. As a foreign lan-

guage teacher, it makes me happy to see students who are ea-

ger to “show off” what they know. (Nominated by Ms. Miller)  

TUESDAY 3/8 HAILEY HOOD is consist-

ently prepared and always on task in our 

chemistry class. I appreciate her diligence 

and hard work each day I work with her. 

She is talented academically, but also not 

afraid to ask questions if she needs help. 

She’s a great young lady, and I’m glad to get 

to teach her! (Nominated by Ms. Cordeiro) 

TUESDAY 3/8 TORI SHOEMAKER, also 

known as Emanuela in Spanish Class, 

is an active participant and a scholar in 

Spannish 3 Honors.  She most recently re-

ceived Distinguished Honors as a Spanish 

participant in the Fulton Forum Language 

Competition (Nominated by Ms. Wilson)

WEDNESDAY 3/9 Westlake sent several 

great representatives and volunteers to 

Tri-Cities to help the Fulton Forum, a com-

petition for foreign language students. 

Our volunteers received recognition for 

maturity and professionalism during the 

event. Thank you, MARCUS BURTON, TA-

MYRA CRAIG, SYEARA DUNLAP, ZARIA 

GEORGETOWN, BRITTNEY GRIMBLE, 

SENIOR BIRTHDAYS

JEZREEL YOUNG, and ZHANE ZIMMER-

MAN (Nominated by Ms. Wilson) 
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