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GET TURNT, WESTLAKE! 
BOYS BASKETBALL MAKES IT TO STATE FINALS

BY STAFF
ATLANTA -There are 
rare moments in high 
school athletics when we 
are given an opportunity 
to celebrate to the loud-
est, proudest, and fullest 
of our abilities, and our 
illustrious boys basket-
ball team has given us 
a fat and juicy reason to 
celebrate.

The boys basketball 
team has climbed to the 
top of the State Tourna-
ment bracket, and now 
that it has reached the 
finals, the Lions are 
poised to claim the num-
ber one spot in the entire 
state of Georgia.

Let me repeat this.
The Lions are one 

game away from be-
coming champions of 
6-AAAAAA, the largest 
division in the state of 
Georgia, and one game 
away from having a 

whole case of heavy 
rings delivered to 2400 
Union Rd, lord bless the 
soul of whoever is the 
mailman that fateful day. 

By the numbers, 
Westlake has a 26 - 4 
record on the season and 
is currently ranked the 
73rd in the nation and 
number one in the state 
of Georgia.

A shot at the title 
does not happen often, 

and as a school, we need 
to show up at the game 
in Macon and help carry 
our Lions to the champi-
onship.

Our opponent for the 
championship game? 
Pebblebrook, our region 
rival.

You cannot make this 
up. We are literally fac-
ing our region rival for 
the state title. It sounds 
like a movie script. 

Luckily for our Lions, 
we have beaten Peb-
blebrook, owners of an 
overall 23 - 9 record, 
three times this season 
by margins of 6 points, 
10 points, and 22 points.

However, those pesky 
Falcons might be under 
the impression that they 
are due a win thanks to 
the law of large num-
bers, so we cannot let up 
on account of our head-

onship game will be 
Saturday, March 5th at 
8:45pm at the Macon 
Coliseum in Macon, GA 
(200 Coliseum Drive 
Macon, GA 31217). 

Please come out and 
support our team as they 
defeat Pebblebrook High 
School. W

on April 6th and will 
feature only 20 of the top 
players in the country 
from the combined class 
of 2018 and 2019.  

It would be incredible 
to let Jamie introduce to 
the nation the Lions as 
Georgia state champions.

The state champi-

Boys Team 2/2 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 FINAL
Pebblebrook (16-8) 17 15 19 21 72

Westlake (17-4) 21 17 22 22 82

Boys Team 1/12 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 FINAL
Westlake (11-2) 13 11 22 30 76

Pebblebrook (12-7) 10 13 21 26 70

to-head record.
Already this tourna-

ment, we have knocked 
out a former state 
champion in Newton, 
who won the title in 
2013, which soldified our 
résumé as the team to 
beat.

If Westlake wins this 
game, it will be the boys’ 
third title, after Coach 
Darron Rogers secured 
championships in 1999 
and 2002, so this nucleus 
of talented players can 
add to the dauntingly 
impressive history of 
Westlake basketball by 
giving us a trifecta.

My eyes will be 
on sophomore Jamie 
Lewis, who was recently  
selected to play in the 
first Underclassman All-
American Game. 

This game will be 
held in Indianapolis, IN 

Boys Team 2/12 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 FINAL
Pebblebrook (18-9) Not Reported Not Reported Not Reported Not Reported 57

Westlake (22-4) Not Reported Not Reported Not Reported Not Reported 79
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REMINDER: MORNING TARDIES REMINDER: STUDENT LUNCHES
BY MS. BATES
ATLANTA -When 
enjoying lunch, please 
be reminded about the 
following guidelines.

First, students are 
not permitted to leave 
campus during lunch. As 
tempting as it might be 
for students with vehi-
cles to drive to get food 
of their choice, it is NOT 
permitted due to safety 
concerns.

Second, parents may 
drop off money if needed 
to purchase a school 
lunch, however, no food 
should be brought to stu-
dents during lunch. We 
simply do not have the 
resources in our front 
office to facilitate that 
process.

Third, students are 
permitted to bring in 
lunch from home, but 
please keep in mind that 

there will be no access to 
microwaves to warm up 
the food. 

Unfortunately, the 
county has explained 
that we cannot purchase 
microwaves due to con-
cerns about food safety, 
food sanitation, and 
student safety.

With these three de-
tails in mind, we hope all 
enjoy their lunch period 

experience! W 
 

BY MS. BATES
ATLANTA -It is critical 
that our students arrive 
to school on time each 
day. The first bell rings 
at 8:20am.  Our highest 
rate of tardies occurs 
during this time. 

We are seeing an 
increase this semester 
specifically with carpool 
riders who are late.  As 
we prepare for EOC and 

Advanced Placement 
(AP) exams it is critical 
for students to arrive to 
school on time.  The 1st 
15 minutes of each class 
begins with test prepara-
tion.  

We have about in-
structional days (consid-
ering our A/B schedule) 
for these exams. If a 
student is just 5 minutes 
late for these 30 days 
that e-mails to 150 min-

utes of lost instructional 
time. We are here to 
ensure that every child 
reaches their full poten-
tial, but can only do that 
when they are present.  

Students that ride 
the school bus even if its 
late will not be marked 
tardy, so please encour-
age your child to ride the 
bus.  

The following are the 
consequences for being 
tardy to school:

Please be advised that 

juniors and seniors desiring 

to participate in prom and 

other activities will have 

additional behavioral and 

attendance expectations in 

order to participate. These 

expectations will be clearly 

communicated to students 

and parents 

Also, please be advised, 

that student drivers may 

lose their on campus driv-

ing privileges if they are 

found in violation of our 

tardy policy. W

HEELS IN MOTION SUPPORTS WOMEN ACROSS GEORGIA
BY DR. WARREN
ATLANTA -On Val-
entine’s Day, Westlake 
students from Com-
munities in Schools and 
Heels in Motion decided 
to spread the love for a 
larger cause by making 
donations to homeless 
women and children.

These mature and 
driven students procured 
more than 6,000 femi-
nine health and beauty 
products, including 
shampoo, soap, tooth-
paste, perfume, deor-
dorant, combs, brushes, 
flip flops, tampons, and 
other feminine hygiene 
products.

The students then 
packed the items into 
more than 100 tote bags, 
which they  delivered to 
women in need at Gilgal 

Inc.’s My Sister’s House, 
a 264-bed facility in 
metro Atlanta that offers 
overnight shelter for 
homeless women and 
children. 

Students even per-
sonalized the tote bags 
with messages on the 
power of sisterhood, a 

topic the groups dis-
cussed in group sessions 
as they prepared for the 
community service. 

“Students provided 
the donations to the 
shelter to support the 
women living at the 
facility and to enhance 
their confidence.” said 

Dr. Warren, the schools 
direct of Communities 
in Schools, one of two 
clubs that sponsored the 
project.

As an organization, 
Communities in Schools 
(CIS) helps students who 
face adversity find suc-
cess in the school and 

continue on their path to 
graduation, so the help-
ing nature of the dona-
tions fit the CIS mission 
statement perfectly.

Speaking of perfect 
fits, CIS found the ideal 
partner for their ende-
vour in Heels in Motion, 
a club of young women 

for young women, who 
advocate for women in 
academia, the work-
place, and the world.

Under the direction 
of Chantrise Holliman, 
Heels in Motion has 
been involved in several 
events throughout the 
year and has been a 
source of good works for 
the community. 

It was no accident 
that these clubs of out-
standing young women 
decided to lend a hand 
and celebrate sisterhood 
on Valetine’s Day. 

They purposefully 
picked the day, know-
ing that the commu-
nity service would allow 
them to work with more 
meaningful gifts of love 
than the normal superfi-
cial symbols of roses and 
chocolates. W

BY BRANDON MCCLOUD
ATLANTA -The B.E.E. 
Club. Heard of it? If not, 
then get ready to read 
about an opportunity 
that can turn your life 
around, as well as your 
peers’ lives. 

The B.E.E. Club, which 
stands for Becoming Em-
powered through Educa-
tion, is a female student 
mentorship club that 
pairs 9th grade students 
with 12th grade students 
to ensure that incoming 
freshmen have a sense 
of how to start their 
high-school careers. 

Members of this club 
participate in games that 
build social flexibility, 
self-esteem, confidence, 
and many others attrib-
utes that are necessary 
for a successful student 

and for a young woman. 
To be a mentor of 

the B.E.E. club is to be a 
leader of a group of open 
minded women that do 
not only seek guidance 
but are willing to spread 
it as well. 

For seniors, men-
toring freshmen is a 
rewarding experience 
because they can con-
nect a group of younger 
minds, but in truth, the 
seniors also receive 
laudable wisdom and 
fresh philosophical 
views from freshmen 
that tend to surprise the 
older generation. 

There is a lot of give-
and-take in this program 
between the grade levels, 
which forms a balance 
that keeps the program 
as successful as it is now.

Akilah Blount, who 
graduated from Westlake 
in 2013, is the creator 
and founder of this or-
ganization. After Akilah 
attended the Chick-fil-A 
Leader Academy, she 
was inspired to create 
her own club that guided 
and empowered the 
female students of West-
lake, otherwise known as 
Lady Lions. 

She pitched the idea 
to principal Alexandra 
Bates and principal’s 
assistant Ouida Burke, 
and Akilah found that 
her voice was heard and 
her efforts were noticed. 
After buffering out the 
blueprints and details, 
the B.E.E. club was up 
and running. 

“The club was a big 
success from the begin-

ning,” said Ms. Bates, 
who witnessed first 
hand that Akilah had 
hit a homerun with this 
young women mentor-
ship program. 

Akilah now attends 
the University of Geor-
gia, but is still involved 
in the B.E.E. club. She 
even comes to Westlake 
whenever she is free. 

Mrs. Burke is the 
current representative 
of the B.E.E. club and 
consults with Akilah to 
determine what happens 
during the meetings.

New mentors are al-
ways needed to keep the 
B.E.E. club a successful, 
enjoyable, and effective 
program for young Lady 
Lions, so if you are inter-
ested, please contact Ms. 
Burke. W

B.E.E CLUB BUILDS NEW HIVE TO KEEP TRADITION STRONG
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STUDENTS PACK LOCAL THEATRE FOR RACE MOVIE
BY STAFF
ATLANTA - On Wednes-
day, 150 students cel-
ebrated Black History 
Month by attending a lo-
cal screening of Race, the 
new Jesse Owens biopic.

The event, which 
was just one of several 
cultural events for Black 
History Month, was a 
smash success, especially 
for the attending stu-
dents, who were thrilled 
to learn a history lesson 
in cushy chairs while 
eating popcorn.

“I never imagined 
that I would be going to a 
movie theater for class,” 
remarked Elizabeth Hin-
mon, who was obviously 
impressed by the oppor-
tunity.

“I was looking for-
ward to doing fun things 
this year, but I did not 
think something THIS 
fun would happen.”

When asked why so 
many students showed 
up to the movie, Eliza-
beth’s friend Tatyanna 
Callier piped up with an 
answer.

“Race is a new movie, 
and it relates to the topic 
that we are going over in 
A.P. U.S. History,” ex-
plained Tayanna.

Specifically, Taty-
anna is studying the 
1936 Olympics in Berlin, 
where Adolph Hitler’s 
Nazi ideology of white 
supremacy was shown 
up by Jesse Owens, a 
black athlete who won 
four Olympic gold med-
als in track and field, 
which deeply angered 
the racist Nazis.

In 1936, World War II 
and the Holocaust were 
three years in the future, 
but many Americans 
could see what Nazi Ger-
many was becoming and 
argued that Germany 
should not be allowed to 
host the Olympics,.

Many Americans 
went as far as proposing 
that America should boy-
cott to show solidarity 
with Jewish citizens, who 
were suffering under 
new bigoted laws and 
had begun to disappear 
in alarming numbers. 

Jesse Owens emerged 
as an American symbol 
of resistance against the 
hatred and racism brew-
ing in Nazi Germany, 
and in the process, Jesse 
also became a symbol for 
fighting against segrega-
tion and racism at home.

“History came alive 
for me. Watching a 
movie, especially at the 
movie theater, is some-
thing engaging to do 
instead of just looking 

in the textbooks,” said 
Tatyanna.

Nicholas Wilborn, 
however, was a bit more 
direct about why he 
came to the movie. 

“Hanging out with 
my friends and the extra 
credit. It’s all about 
the extra credit,” said 
Nicholas.

There was hardly an 
empty seat in the main 
section of the theater, 
and students were cap-
tivated by the dynamic 
relationship between 
athlete and coach as 
Jesse rose through the 
ranks of college track 
and field at the Univer-
sity of Ohio.

However, the most 
memorable moment 
of the movie might 
have been when Jesse, 
celebrating an impres-
sive win at a college 
race, goes to a night club 
and is approached by a 
beautiful woman, who 
wants him to dance with 
her.

When Jesse imme-
diately responds that 
he has a girl at home 
and cannot dance with 
her, all the girls in the 
audience spontaneously 
applauded, cheering for 
Jesse’s commitment as a 
boyfriend and his ability 
to resist temptation.

But the girls’ clap-
ping quickly turned to 
boos, because after only 
a moment of pressure, 
Jesse changes his mind 
and decides to forget his 
girl at home and dance 
with the new girl, a 
decision that the boys in 
the audience applauded 
with gusto.

After that first round 

of back-and-forth ap-
plause, the clapping be-
came a fun tradition for 
the students, who would 
erupt into applause each 
time Jesse won a big race 
or there was a particu-
larly good line.

Phillip Thomas, a 
new member of West-
lake’s track and field 
team who competes in 
the 200, 100, 4 x 100, 4 x 
400, and long jump, felt 
particularly inspired by 
the race scenes.

“Watching Jesse Ow-
ens, the all-time great, 
makes you feel like you 
can do anything that 
he can do. I was pretty 
much hyped during the 
whole movie,” said Phil-
lip.

“If he runs the 200, 
I want to run the 200. 
Whatever he jumps, I 
want to jump the same 
thing,” pledged Phillip.

Since watching the 
movie, Phillip has been 
thinking of Jesse’s ac-
complishments, which 
have given him a new 
approach to track prac-
tice.

“After watching the 
movie, I felt amazing. 
We ran a couple of 500’s, 
and every 500 we did, I 
did it to the full extent. 
100% because the movie 
was in my head.”

Phillip confided that 
the night had been extra 
special for him because 
it was officially his first 
day at Westlake, making 
the movie event his first 
Westlake activity. 

“It was pretty awe-
some. Where I’m from, 
we didn’t do things like 
that. Things like movies 
after school? No go. You 

do some cool stuff here,” 
said Phillip with a smile. 

Justice Marshall, a 
proud history buff and 
film nerd, was also in-
spired by the movie but 
in different ways.

“I really like how 
they highlighted Leni 
Riefenstahl, the German 
cinematographer who 
was videoing the Olym-
pic Games,” said Justice, 
who as an artist, clearly 
took special interest. 

 “They made her 
character powerful 
without making her 
extra womanly, which I 
respected,” said Justice.

“I liked how she kept 
saying that this is my 
movie when someone 
would try to influence 
how she was filming the 
Olympics.”

In this character, Jus-
tice seems to have found 
a kindred spirit that 
shares a similar struggle.

“I definitely know 
what it’s like as an artist 
to have people want you 
to do things. My creative 
talent is not yours. You 
cannot put a stamp on 
it and tell me where my 
talent is supposed to go,” 
resolved Justice.

As far as the acting  
goes, Justice had high 
praise for the all the 
stars of the movie, espe-
cially Jason Sudeikis, a 
Saturday Night Live co-
median who plays Jesse’s 
college coach.

 “I hadn’t seen Jason 
Sudeikis in a serious 
role, so it was wonderful 
to see his acting stretch 
that far. At first, I was 
waiting for him to say 
something funny, and  I 
was sad when he didn’t, 
but then I got over it, es-
pecially because I have 
a huge crush on Jason 
Sudeikis.”

Despite the silliness 
of that last quote, when 
Justice watches a movie, 
she studies it, so she 
had one more insightful 
observation.

“I have been watch-

ing the career of Stephan 
James,  the actor who 
played Jesse Owens, and 
he was in Selma as John 
Lewis. I hope he gets 
more roles, and not just 
period pieces but mod-
ern pieces as well.”

After saying this, 
Justice paused, thinking 
about the possibility of 
Stephan James being in 
more historical pieces, 
unwilling to give up his 
presence in these epic 
movies of late.

Justice is not the only 
one. Recently, Hollywood 
has been getting better 
and better at financing 
movies that tell the sto-
ries of famous African-
Americans.

Between Selma, 44, 
Race, Straight Outta 
Compton, All Is By My 
Side, and Get On Up, we 
have seen in two years 
the biopics of MLK, 
Jackie Robinson, Jesse 
Owens, NWA, Jimi Hen-
drix, and James Brown, 
respectively.

Race feels like an es-
pecially important movie 
because it signals that 
more biopics starring 
black actors are on the 
horizon, and when they 
come, Westlake’s student 
body will be there to see 
them.

Movies ATL at Camp 
Creek Marketplace did a 
fantastic job hosting the 
evening, setting the price 
for tickets, popcorn, and 
soda at a flat $10.

The theater sold 
tear-tickets instead of 
traditional tickets, and 
as students entered the 
movie theatre, there was 
a special table where 
the popcorn was already 
bagged and lined up for 
students to take.

“I was impressed 
by the theater and how 
well it ran,” said Eric 
Williams, the history 
teacher who conceived 
of the movie night and 
handled logistics, which 
included selling pre-or-
dered tickets at school.

“Movies ATL made it 
easy for me. They obvi-
ously have experience in 
running a great event.”

In fact, Movies ATL 
is no stranger to hosting 
unique events. It opens 
its doors and an audito-
rium to a church each 
Sunday and even hosted 
a blood drive recently.

The movie theatre 
staff, who could have 
been reluctant about a 
crowd of 150 students, 
raved about Westlake, 
impressed by the matu-
rity and responsibility of 
our student body.

“The kids were really 
good. They were all in-
trigued with the movie. 
No one came out, if they 
did, it was really quick to 
use the restroom. They 
weren’t here to play. The 
maturity was impres-
sive,” said Movies ATL 
staff member Jeffrey 
Taylor.

Jefferey admitted that 
he was a little worried 
when he heard that such 
a large group of teen-
agers was attending a 
personal screening.

“I came into work 
thinking it would be an 
easy Wednesday, but 
then I heard that 150 
kids were coming. Luck-
ily, we planned ahead 
and had a full staff,” said 
Jeffrey.

Jeffrey, however, did 
not want to take any 
credit for the planning, 
instead recognizing his 
general manager.

“All the planning was 
our general manager, 
Montez Smith. He has 
done so many events 
and has it figured out,” 
explained Jeffrey.

 “Comparing to last 
year, 36 people came 
on Wednesday one year 
ago, so you guys have 
blown us away attend-
ance wise, and we are 
glad you’re here.”

The feeling from 
Westlake is mutual! 
Thank you for hosting a 
great evening. W

3 Monday 
February 29, 2016



SISTER SCHOOL ANNOUNCES SPRING PERFORMANCES
BY MS. FIELDS
ATLANTA -Tri-Cities 
High School Visual and 
Performing Arts Magnet 
Drama Program will step 
into the world of Tony 
Award-Winning Musical 
Cinderella,  

Cinderella has been 
delighting audiences 
with its surprisingly con-
temporary take on the 
classic tale.

This lush produc-
tion features an incred-
ible orchestra in an 
outstanding rendition 
that includes our own 
cultural traditions in 
an exciting, upbeat and 
up-to-date fashion full of 
surprising new twists! 

Be transported back 
to your childhood as 
you rediscover some 
of Rodgers and Ham-
merstein’s most beloved 
songs in this hilarious 

and romantic experience 
for anyone who’s ever 
had a dream. 

The show will run 
from Thursday through 
Sunday, March 17, 18, 19 
at 7:00 p.m., March 19th 
and 20th at 2:00 p.m. 
The performance will be 
held in the Viola Turner 
Theater on the campus 
of Tri Cities High School. 

Tickets are $15.00 
general admission, 
$10.00 for senior citizens 
and students, and $10 
for group rates of 10 or 
more in a party.

A happily ever after 
that the entire family 
can enjoy, be sure to 
purchase your tickets 
now! There is limited 
seating available for this 
production. For more 
information call 470-
254-8010. W

WORLD LANGUAGES RANKED DISTINGUISHED, SUPERIOR
BY STAFF
ATLANTA - Westlak-
erecently sent a small 
army of foreign language 
speakers to the Fulton Fo-
rum of World Languages, 
a competetition that tests 
the fluency and mastery 
of various languages.

Or to put it another 
way, Westlake sent a 
small ejercito, armee, 
gun, canjun, jeshi, ibutho, 
junayd, or exercitus.

If you were unfamil-
iar with any of the words 

above, they mean army 
in Spanish, French, Japa-
nese, Chinese, Sqahili, 
Zulu, Arabic, and Latin 
respectively.

The Fulton Forum had 
originally been schedu-
eld for January but post-
poned due to weather, so 
our students were cer-
tainly ready to go to the 
competition, where they 
placed distinguished and 
superior in several cat-
egories. Congratulations 
linguists! W

POKEMON VIDEO GAME TURNS TWENTY YEARS OLD 

ARTS AND CULTURE

BY MICHAELA SMITH
ATLANTA -The much 
beloved Pokémon fran-
chise that started as a 
video game on Ninten-
do’s Gameboy just cel-
ebrated its 20th birthday 
on February 27, 2016. 

Now, for those of you 
who don’t know, Poké-
mon was more than a 
video game.

It was an unstoppable 
phenomenon that began 
in Japan and two years 
later swept across the 
world, morphing from 
video game into a hit 
trading card game and 
popular television show, 
which is still shown on 
Cartoon Network for 
those interested.

Pokémon came in 
two original versions, 
Red and Blue, and you 
begin the game as a 
character named Ash 
Ketchum, a teenage boy 
who plans to collect all 
of the 151 strange little 
creatures called Poké-
mon, a Japanese word 
for pocket monsters.

The Pokémon range 
from tiny and cute, like 
the universally known 
yellow lightening mouse 
Pikachu, to big and dan-
gerous, like the forbod-
ing dragon Charizard.

Ash has an array of 
special PokéBalls that 
he throws to capture a 
Pokémon he finds in the 
wild. 

Once captured, Ash 
trains his Pokémon to 
fight against other Poké-
mon until eventually he 
can win tournaments 
and prove himself the 
best trainer in the world.   

Pokémon launched 
in the United States on 
September 28, 1998, and 
with signature phrases 
like “Gotta catch ‘em all!” 
and its bright and color-
ful characters, Pokémon 
grabbed the hearts and 
attention spans of many 
worldwide. 

The game is so glob-
ally beloved that it’s 
considered one of the 
highest-grossing media 
franchises of all time, 

having earned $57.65 
billion in revenue, since 
its initial debut.

I personally can re-
member buying playing 
my first Pokémon game 
as a 6-year-old child. It 
was Pokémon Emerald 
for the GameBoy, and I 
had to share it with my 
brother. 

From the moment 
I started playing, I was 
hooked. 

I even remember 
crying whenever I lost a 
battle for the first time. 

I had been on a 
streak against the early 
Pokémon, which in-
clude Pidgey, Ratatta, 
Ekans and Geodude, but 
my seemingly endless 
stream of victories came 
to an end in that one 
battle early in the game. 

I was so heartbroken 
from my loss that my 
brother had to take over 
our save file for a bit.

However, I got back 
into the game and not 
long after was met with 
my team, stronger than 

the last time I’d seen 
them thanks to my 
brother.

When we entered our 
first battle after my ab-
sence, joy filled my heart 
as we beat our opponent!

It was in that mo-
ment that I realized how 
much this series meant 
to me. 

There are few games 
that have such a trans-
formative power where 
young gamers will fol-
low seemingly random 
objectives like collecting 

pocket monsters feel so 
devoted to the cause. 

From the chipper 
8-bit audio tracks to the 
sudden jolts of surprise 
every time I would enter 
a battle, Pokémon was 
an important part of my 
childhood.

I was curious if Poké-
mon still had that power 
or if it was all an illu-
sion, so I checked on an 
emulator.

Was it an illusion?
Nope!
I quickly experienced 

the same joy I felt when 
I first started. 

The Pokémon games 
were one of the high-
lights of my childhood 
and will always have 
a special place in my 
heart, no matter what 
age I am.

Pokémon, we wish 
you a happy birthday! 
You and I may be  old 
enough to vote, but you 
will always be part of my 
childhood. W
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LOOKING GOOD FOR PROM HAS NEVER BEEN SO EASY
BY CIERRA BERRY, 
DESKTRIA SCOTT
ATLANTA -Does prom 
have you stressed be-
cause you don’t know 
which dress to get to 
match the theme or how 
to get your hair styled? 
The pressure is off as 
long as you have Savvi 
on your side. 

Savvi Formalwear 
is a one-stop-shop for 
dresses, tuxedoes, suits, 
vests, and ties where 
you can be measured for 
formalwear and rent for 
much cheaper than it 
would be to purchase.

Students wear their 
rented formalwear to 
prom and then return all 
the pieces after the event 
for Savvi to clean and 
rent back out to its next 

customers.
Ashley Cissell, 

outreach coordinator 
with Savvi Formalwear, 
reached out to Westlake 
High School’s Span-
ish teacher and Prom 
Coordinator, Ms. Tamani 
Wilson about two or 
three years ago, offer-
ing a partnership with 
Westlake to help stu-
dents make their style 
decisions. 

“Savvi Gives Back 
program is a great way 
for schools to earn mon-
ey with little to no effort 
all while assisting stu-
dents in saving money 
for prom,” explained Ms. 
Cissell in an email,  

While Savvi enjoys 
being a big help to 
students preparing for 

prom, the company takes 
extra pride in being able 
to assist schools finan-
cially through the Savvi 
Gives Back program. 

Under Savvi Gives 
Back, students receive 
the perk of $50 off their 
rental,  and the school 
receives $10 for each 
Westlake rental!

Savvi’s workers will 
also coordinate with the 
students to match their 
personal interest, as well 
as the individual school’s 
prom theme. 

After several years of 
working with the com-
pany, Ms. Wilson has 
become a believer.

“ I love it. Sometimes 
you all don’t know how 
good you look dressed 
up, and it doesn’t mat-

ter how much it costs, 
but Savvi makes sure to 
have reasonable and af-
forable costs,” expressed 
Ms. Wilson happily.

Savvi’s website goes 
to great lengths to pro-
mote the experience of 
prom, especially with 
its mission statement, 
which we have reprinted 
below.

“Express yourself 
with confidence from the 
perfect time to bring out 
your best and uniquely 
you. Carry on the tradi-
tion of prom your way 
and dress it up right 
and make an entrance 
that gets the wow you 
deserve!”

For students like 
Joshua Rich, Savvi is the 
perfect oppertunity. 

“I am definitely un-
prepared and need to go 
somewhere to get a tux” 
said Joshua.

Other students, who 
are excited that prom is 
close, haven’t yet thought 
about the specifics and 
need to get the details 
figured out. 

Savvi Formalwear 
politely asks to get ready 
three weeks prior to 
prom make sure that 
there is enough time for 
any changes.

If you are one of the 
unprepared, then here 
are the top 5 tips that 
are here to SAVE the day, 
PROM day! 

1. Think outside the 
box and prevent match-
ing when choosing your 
formalwear.

2. Follow the theme 
of prom, “A Night in 
Paris.”

3. Be sure you are 
confident in your dress 
or tuxedo.

4. Wear shoes that 
are comfortable for you.

5. Plan ahead, be-
cause time management 
is key.

The closest Savvi For-
malwears are located at 
the following locations:

1. Greenbriar Mall 
Shopping Center, 2841 
Greenbriar Pkwy SW, 
Atlanta, GA 30331

2. Lenox Square, 3393 
Peachtree Rd, Atlanta, 
GA 30326

3. 2980 Cobb Pkwy, 
Atlanta, GA 30339

4. Northlake Mall, 
4800 Briarcliff Rd NE, 
Atlanta, GA 30345 W

YOUNG DESIGNER WANTS TO CREATE YOUR NEW LOOK
BY STAFF
ATLANTA -The legends 
of entrepreneurship go 
a little something like 
this. Steve Jobs began 
Apple in a garage. Mark 
Zuckerberg invented Fa-
cebook in a dorm room, 
Countless of young 
children who set up lem-
onade stands went on to 
manage multinational 
corporations. 

If you put stock into 
these rag-to-riches 
legends, then you need 
to know about Danielle 
Patterson, an aspiring 
fashion designer who 
aims to get her designs 
worn on campus and 
even at prom.

“My hopes is that I 
can work on a few pro-
jects for prom and really 
make a special design 

for a special event,” said 
Danielle, who has the 
rare combination of hu-
mility and ambition.

“I do it because I like 
it, and when you have a 
passion for clothes, then 
your dream is to make 
your dreams reality. The 
art form is a physical 
medium, so I want these 
clothes I dream up to 
actually exist”

If you are inter-
ested in working with a 
talented peer to create a 
unique wardrobe expres-
sive of your personality, 
then you will want to 
contact Danielle and get 
cracking.

Who knows? Maybe 
Danielle is beginning the 
next garage project that 
will grow into an entre-
preneurial success. W 

PROM NEWS
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KEEP UP WITH ALL THESE SCHOOL EVENTS
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FINE ARTS AND HUMANITIES NEWS

2015 SCHOOL LITERARY MAGAZINE AVAILABLE FOR ORDER
200 PLUS 
PAGES! 
BY STAFF
ATLANTA - Have 
you enjoyed read-
ing the poetry from 
Emmanuel Griggs 
and N’Naserri Crew-
Johnson that we have 
featured in the PRIDE 
Newsletter? 

If so, in the Spring 
of 2015, we published 
the ROAR Literary 
Magazine, which 
encompassed the 
creative writing of 32 
talented students at 
Westlake High School.

These students 
submitted their liter-
ary work and work-

shopped their writing 
until it became what 
you see in this liter-
ary magazine. For 
example, several of 
our students were 
even able to present 
their plays in a young 
playwrighting festival 
at the Horizon Theatre, 
where they attended 
and saw Atlanta actors 
read their scripts.

Overall, we have 
228 pages of student 
writing to share with 
the community, and 
frankly, the students 
have done a great job 
creating a stunning 
collection of work.

Below are quick 
samples of the dif-
ferent genres repre-
sented in the Literary 

This Week’s Feature Sections
Prose (Short Stories, Monologues, and Novellas)

“Blowstorm” by Ishmail Edwards (102)
“Deemo & the Girl” by Emmanuel Griggs (26)

“Deidra” by Daesia Harvey (76)
“Detached Destiny by Bre’Anna House (197)

“Dust Devil” by Ashley Bridgeforth (118)
“Forever the Prey” by Jalen Brown (211)

“Gentle Earthquake” by Elexus Griffin (209)
“A Grandmother’s Love” by Jhalen Baugh (66)

“I Hate Vampires” by Aminah Cottle (198)
“Just Behind the 8 Ball” by Jordan Miles (50)

“Loneliness” by Jalen Brown (211)
“Noctilucent Cloud” by Taliyah Holloway (126)    

“Not Like Me” by Destinee Holt (59)
“Shopping Addiction” by Jhalen Baugh (68)

“Sirens” by Ashley Bridgeforth (114)
“Swirling Inferno” by Kenneth Flynn (91)

“Symmetry” by Ciann Foster (206)
“The Story of My Boys” by James-Wesley Jones (110)

“Usher” by Christine Smallwood (207)
“Yellow Paint” by Destinee Holt (59)

“Yourself” by Destinee Holt (59)

Magazine, which 
features short stories, 
scripts, poetry, paint-
ings, drawings, and 
interviews with local 
Atlanta artists. 

If you would like 
to read ROAR Liter-
ary Magazine in 
its entirety for free 
or order a physical 
boudn copy for cost, 
please visit the fol-
lowing website:http://
www.magcloud.
com/browse/is-
sue/940354?__
r=566239

We want to spot-
light these talented 
writers and encourage 
an atmosphere of crea-
tive expression, artistic 
collaboration, and in-
tellectual bravery! W
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SPORTS NEWS

2016 ATHELTIC CALENDAR AVAILABLE FOR PREORDER
BY STAFF
ATLANTA - If you are 
interested in supporting 
the Westlake Athletic 
Department, then please 
preorder a Westlake 
2016 Athletic Calendar!

Each month of this 
12 month calendar is 
dedicated to one sport 
(and in some cases two 
or three) and features 
top atheltes galore.

Nearly all pictures 
in the calendar were 
taken by CadyStudios, 
who gives an impressive 
professional edge to our 
student athletes.

You can look through 

the thumbnails to the 
right to get an idea of the 
calendar’s design, but 
when printed, the calen-
dar will be full-sized and 
ready to hang on your 
wall or be displayed on 
your desk.

Featured sports in-
clude swimming, wres-
tling, soccer, baseball, 
softball, track and field, 
golf, tennis, rifle, volley-
ball, cross county, cheer, 
band, dance, football, 
and basketball.

For more informa-
tion, please email the 
athletic director, Coach 
Wilson at wilsonr3@
fultonschools.org
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SPORTS NEWS

ATHLETES BECOME MENTORS FOR ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

ROTC SWEEPS AREA DRILL MEET TO QUALIFY FOR STATE
BY STAFF
ATLANTA -Westlake’s 
ROTC Drill Team has 
proven again why ROTC 
is the fastest growing or-
ganization of excellence 
for our school campus.

Over the weekend, 
the Drill Team qualified 
for the prestigious State 
Drill Meet by winning 
four categories in the 
Area III Qualifying Drill 
Meet under the direc-
tion of Sergeant Major 
Yolanda Johnson.

Westlake left its 
competition in the dust 
by placing first in the 
following categories: 
“Individual Female Ex-
hibition,” “Squad Armed 
Female Regulation,” 
“Color Guard Female 
Regulation,” and “Squad 
Unarmed Female Regu-
lation.”

Any ROTC program’s 
success can be traced to 
student leadership, so it 
is vital that we celebrate 
Alyna Kelley, Savanna 
Freeman, Leah Tiller, 
and Asia Hudson, the 
student leaders who 
went above and beyond 

to train their teams.
These student leaders 

ensured their victory by 
expecting the most out of 
their teams and provid-
ing the structure neces-
sary for success.

We would also like 
to celebrate the second 
place teams that will 
advance to State Com-
petition in the following 
categories: “Color Guard 
Male-Mix Regulation” 

and “Platoon Unarmed 
Female Regulation.”

These teams were 
led by Zachary Sim-
mons and Alyna Kel-
ley, tremendous calibre 
students who know how 
to lead.

ROTC’s presence has 
been invaluable around 
Westlake’s campus, 
whether it is in the 
afternoon, when they 
run drills in the faculty 

parking lot, or during 
sporting events, when 
cadets help direct traffic 
and secure parking.

In fact, if you look 
around and notice, ROTC 
cadets are always the 
first to give a new stu-
dent a tour or greet an 
adult with a handshake. 

This can be traced 
back to the instruction 
and training of Sergeant 
Major Yolanda Johnson, 

as well as Major Wade 
Johnson, our current 
Teacher of the Year, and 
Sergeant Bryan Elder, 
Westlake’s newest ROTC 
instructor who was 
added when the program 
grew to a size neces-
sitating a third teaching 
position.

In a show of ROTC’s 
strength at Westlake, 
there is a rumor that we 
may even score a fourth 

teaching position in 
the coming year, which 
would certainly reflect 
that the program is con-
tinuing to grow in size, 
scope, and success.

 The Georgia State 
Drill Meet will be held 
on the March 19th at 
Griffin High School for 
all those who would like 
to come out and support 
our future ROTC cham-
pions.  W

BY STAFF
ATLANTA -Do you 
remember being in 
elementary school and 
marvelling about how 
tall the high school stu-
dents were? How smart 
they seemed?  How good 
they were at sports?

Well, an eight mem-
ber team of Westlake 
athletes must have made 
countless kids marvel at 
their height, intelligence, 
and athleticism on 
Friday when they visited 
students at Stonewall 
Tell Elementary.

Athletes visited dif-
ferent classrooms at the 
school, reading to the 
youngsters and sharing 
advice about growing up 
and taking school seri-
ously.

This great opportu-
nity was put together by 
Coach Love, Westlake’s 
football coach, and 
Coach Wilson, Westlake’s 
athletic director, and 
lasted for only the first 
block of the day so the 
athletes could minimize 
the amount of class time 
they missed.

Athletes included 
Amara Abdul (soccer), 
Najae Butler (golf), 
Terrell Frazier (base-
ball), Stephen Jackson 
(wrestling), Jarrod Jones 
(football), Ramon Laster 
(baseball), and Kami 
Robbins (cheerleading).

All athletes were 
encouraged to wear their 
jerseys, uniforms, and 
spiritwear to help get 
the kids excited about 

the athletic programs 
they will age into as they 
grow up. They also had 
the free range to pick 
books that they thought 
would be engaging for 

the young students.
The youngsters were 

lucky to have a group 
of role models visit who 
are standouts in both 
athletics and the class-

room, because character 
education is only as suc-
cessful as it is genuine, 
and these eight students 
have genuinely great 
character.

Hopefully, after this 
experience, the elemen-
tary school students will 
be asking themselves a 
new question. How do I 
be like them? W 
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SPORTS NEWS

BY STAFF
ATLANTA -The uproari-
ously exciting Westlake 
girls basketball team 
ended their season last 
week, making it all the 
way to the quarter finals 
before falling to McEach-
ern, a team predicted to 
win it all.

The final score might 
have been 62 - 45, but 
this does not capture the 
back-and-forth tough 
play from both teams, 
who entered  the fourth 
quarter in a virtual tie 
with the score tight at 39 
- 35 and Westlake look-
ing to steal the lead.

Westlake came out 
strong in the first quar-
ter, posting a 6 - 0 lead 
before McEachern could 
put together a success-
ful series, which looked 
to be a good sign for the 
night to come.

McEachern seemed 
shaken by our larger and 
louder fan section, espe-
cially by the noise of our 
cheerleaders, who shook 
the floor with their steps 
and rarely stopped their 
routines.

It might have been 
my imagination, but the 
louder the cheerleaders 
were, the better our girls 
seemed to play, buoyed 
by the emotions of the 
big game and the spirit 
of the crowd.

Westlake’s offensive 
plan seemed to be to at-
tack the side of the hoop, 
driving it in hard and 
then kicking it back out 
until the lay up emerged, 
a strategy that served 
the team well in the 
under the direction of 
designated ball handlers 
Marissa Cantrell and 
Annie Warren.

 McEachern eventu-
ally found their rhythm, 
however, and began 
pressing Westlake hard 
on defense, often triple 

teaming Cantrell and 
Warren in an attempt to 
force errant passes.

McEachern’s defen-
sive strategy seemed 
built upon forcing 
long passes that they 
could try to break up at 
midcourt, but Westlake 
found a way to keep 
their forward progress 
as they willed their way 
down the court through 
grit and determination.   

The crowd’s energy 
soared at one such pass, 
when Cantrell connected 
with Adasia Crumbie on 
a beautiful long pass in 
the waning seconds of 
the first quarter.

Crumbie had posi-
tioned herself under the 
basket, made an easy lay 
up, and brought West-
lake within two points, 
bringing the scoreboard 
to 14 - 12 and filling our 
fans with confidence.

Standouts of the 
second quarter included 
Taylor Hosendove, who 
battled under the basket, 
using her height and 
strength to eventually 
wrestle away five defen-
sive rebounds in the first 
half alone. 

Hosendove’s hard 
play in the first half 
was complemented by 
Rakeah Williams, who 
added one defensive re-
bound, Royalty Johnson, 
who added one as well, 
Crumbie, who added two, 
and Cantrell who was 
able to tip a contested 
ball in a particularly 
athletic play, but it was 
clear that Hosendove set 
the tone for rebounds. 

McEachern seemed 
to find a groove with 1 
minute left in the second 
quarter, when they sunk 
a three pointer to bring 
the score to 30 - 23, 
which hung around to be 
the halftime score, but 

Westlake regrouped and 
came back strong after 
hitting the locker room.

Again, Westlake 
roared to a great start, 
going 6 - 0 on three 
straight possessions, 
bringing the score to 30 - 
29 and fans to an ecstasy 
of frenzied cheering.

Fans were led by a 
particularly enthused 
Ms. Bates, who left be-
hind her normally level 
demeanor and yelled the 
loudest of all.

Westlake had found 
its sweet spot, and it had 
much to due with Wil-
liams, who scored at will 
from under the basket in 
the early minutes of the 
third quarter, a quarter 
in which Westlake out-
scored McEachern at a 
ratio of 2:1.

On the backs of 
strong offense from Wil-
liams and great defense, 
Westlake kept McEach-
ern scoreless for over 
five minutes in the third. 

Eventually, Williams 
sat, and the game began 
to fall victim to energy 
and emotion as passes 
got chaotic and ball han-
dling a bit sloppy.

Kennedy Hansberry, 
however, brought notice-
ably smooth play to 
court and helped to set-
tle Westlake, especially 
when Hansberry made a 
clutch steal on a messy 
ball in the middle at the 
end of the third quarter.

Hansberry also 
helped orchestrate an 
impressive triple team 
that resulted in Ny’liece 
Raiford coming up with 
a timely steal.

The third quarter 
ended with McEachern 
starting to pull away at 
39 - 35, but it was in the 
fourth quarter that the 
game got away from the 
Lady Lions as McEach-

ern found a rhythm from 
the field and spread the 
court with a few preci-
sion threes.

Overall, it was a bit 
difficult to keep track, so 
these numbers might be 
off, but top performers 
on the night included 
Cantrell (14 points, 3 
steals), Williams (10 
points, 1 steal), Warren 
(6 points), Hansberry 
(2 points, 1 steal), and 
Hosendove (2 points, 9 

defensive rebounds, 1 
steal).

 Our girls, filled with 
talent and aggressive 
play, wowed the crowd  
at the West Georgia 
Coliseum, a beautiful 
facility that seats 6,500 
and sports an impressive 
center-hung scoreboard 
that displays a 11’ x 22’ 
Hi-Def screen.

Whenever one of our 
Westlake girls popped 
up on the big screen, it 

looked right, because 
this glamorous team 
delivers larger-than-life 
plays befit a big screen.

West Georgia’s stun-
ning venue was the right 
place for  the standout 
nature of this team, and 
the game was an excel-
lent performance to end 
an excellent season. 

We salute you, Lady 
Lions for cracking the 
top eight in the state and 
being inspirations. W

WHAT A SEASON!
 

GIRLS BASKETBALL FALLS JUST SHORT OF FINALS

Girls Team 2/17 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 FINAL
Lovejoy  15 13 16 17 61
Westlake 20 18 18 20 76

Girls Team 2/19 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 FINAL
Norcross 6 11 11 9 37
Westlake 6 11 14 8 39

Girls Team 2/26 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 FINAL
McEachern  14 18 7 23 62

Westlake 12 11 12 10 45

Tournament Results
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STUDENT SERVICES’ CORNER

COUNSELOR’S CORNER

ATLANTA - To make it 
easy to send transcripts 
to colleges, Fulton Coun-
ty Schools has partnered 
with Parchment to pro-
vide secure online tran-
script ordering available 

PARCHMENT REGISTRATION 
FOR SENIORS

24/7. 
Creating the account 

is free and only takes a 
few steps. All seniors re-
ceived their Parchment 
registration codes on 
September 24th and/or 
25th and should regis-
ter with Parchment right 

ATLANTA- On May 20, 
2016, senior  students 
will be closing this chap-
ter on their high school 
career. 

Congratulations to all 
the senior students and 
parents of senior stu-
dents who have almost 
made it to the graduation 
milestone.

CHECKING SENIOR STATUS
Counsellors will begin 

senior status checks im-
mediately following the 
schedule change window 
so we can inform you of 
your student’s specific 
status.

Thank you in advance 
for your patience and un-
derstanding.

 

 
9th Grade (A - Z): Antonio Grissom,  

grissom@fultonschools.org 
470-346-6400 x46429 

 
10th – 12th (A – E):  Anthony Decosta,  

decosta@fultonschools.org 
470-346-6400 x46434 

 
10th – 12th (E – K): Beatrice Ford,  

fordb@fultonschools.org 
470-346-6400 x46482 

 
10th - 12th (L – Q): Shelia Reese-Jackson (Head),   

reeses@fultonschools.org 
470-346-6400 x46433

 
10th - 12th (R – Z): Dawn Perry, 

perrydb@fultonschools.org 
470-346-6400 x46432 

Guidance Secretary: Donna Carter, 
carterd2@fultonschools.org 

470-346-6400

CONTACTING COUNSELORS

Student Services Administration

Curriculum Assistant Principal: Cecelia Johnson,
johnsonc5@fultonschools.org

Administrative Assistant: Candice Hickman,  
hickmanc@fultonschools.org

Student Support Staff

College and Career Advisor: Steven Johnson 
johnsons16@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400 x46462

504 Coordinator and 
Graduation Coach: Twanda Harrison, 

harrisont1@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400 x46428

Instructional Support Teacher: Jennifer Swint, 
swint@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400 x46444

     
SEC Department Chair: Andrea Freeman,  

freemana1@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400 x46444

Data Specialist: Jan McLemore,  
mclemorej@fultonschools.org

 
Back Up Data Specialist: Mesi Spencer,

spencerm@fultonschools.org 

Records Clerk: Jenna Bannister,
bannister@fultonschools.org

Guidance Secretary: Donna Carter, 
carterd2@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400

School Social Worker: Willette Stephens,  
stephensw@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400 x46483

 
School Psychologist: Judith Perkins 

perkinsj@fultonschools.org 
 

School Psychologist: Elizabeth Scott, 
scottea@fultonschools.org

ATLANTA- As the year 
advances, you may find 
yourself in need of con-
tacing one of Westlake’s 
counselors.

When that happens, 
we want to make sure 
that you know the correct 
number and can quickly 
get in touch with the per-
son who can best help 
your student.

Below, you will find a 
list of useful contacts for 

the counselors.
If you need to set up 

a parent-teacher con-
ference, we can set up a 
conference with all your 
student’s teachers if you 
contact the Student Ser-
vices office. 

Please either call the 
school at (404) 346-6400 
and request Student Ser-
vices or email Jeanine 
Griswold at the email ad-
dress posted below.

CONTACTING STUDENT SUPPORT STAFF
Please use the following numbers to contact the school in times of need.

ATLANTA-  Join our dis-
tribution list to receive 
texts and/or emails with 
information on upcom-
ing college representa-
tive visits and scholar-
ship updates. 

Both students and 
parents are encouraged 
to register.  

SIGN UP FOR REMIND 101
Don’t be left out of the 

loop—join today. 
To receive messages 

via text, text @566a2 to 
81010 or to receive mes-
sages via email, send an 
email to 566a2@mail.
remind.com.   

COUNSELING PROGRAMS

 
School Programs ............................................... 
• Counselors’ Corner will be held in the school caf-
eteria (November 3rd) 
• Apply to College Day (November 5th) 
• Counselors’ Corner will be held in the school caf-
eteria (November 17th) 

9th Grade Programs ............................................... 
• 9th Grade BRIDGE Law Benchmark Activity:  
Career Interest Inventory ( October - Novemeber) 
• Suicide Prevention Classroom Guidance:  
Signs of Suicide (October - November) 
    
 

10th Grade Programs ............................................ 
• 10th Grade BRIDGE Law Benchmark Activity: Dual 
Enrollment and College Credit Now Opportunities 
(November 18th - 19th) 

11th Grade Programs ............................................ 
• Applying to College Guidance Lesson (November 
10th – 11th) 
• Fall Junior Classroom Guidance: What Colleges 
Consider in Admissions (November) 
• 11th Grade BRIDGE Law Benchmark Activity: Vir-
tual College Search (November)  

12th Grade Programs ............................................ 
 • Please see School Programs 

Counseling Programs Reaching 11th - 12th..... 
• College and Career Center 
• College Representatives at WHS (Grades 11-12)
 
 

Counseling Programs Reaching 9th–12th ........ 
• New Student Enrollments 
• Academic Advisement 
• Post-Secondary Planning and Advising 
• Dual Enrollment Information 
• Parent/Teacher Conferences 
• Summer School Information 
• Community Agency Referrals 
• Collaboration with Teachers, Administrators, 
School Social Worker, and School Psychologist 
• Care Team Referrals 
• SAT and ACT Information 
• Crisis Intervention 
• Career Guidance and Exploration 
• Transcribing Student Records

TESTING CORNER

BY STAFF
ATLANTA - State scores 
from the 2014-15 admin-
istration of the Georgia 
Milestones Assessment 
System (Georgia Mile-
stones in grades 3-8 and 
Georgia Milestones EOCs 
in grades 9-12) were re-
leased. 

These preliminary 
scores reflect the first ad-
ministration of Georgia’s 
new comprehensive test-
ing system. 

This year’s assess-
ment results establish a 
baseline for the progress 
we expect student to 
make over time.  

According to the 
Georgia Department 
of Education, the state 
showed overall lower re-
sults than in past years.  

“These results show 
a lower level of student 
proficiency than Geor-
gians are used to seeing, 
but that does not mean 
Georgia students know 
less or that teachers are 
not doing a great job – 
it means they’ve been 
asked to clear a higher 
bar,” State School Super-

intendent Richard Woods 
said. 

State Results for GA
9th Grade English 

(25% Beginning, 39% De-
veloping, 29% Proficient, 
6% Distinguished)

American Lit (25% 
Beginning, 39% Develop-
ing, 29% Proficient, 6% 
Distinguished)

Algebra (31% Begin-
ning, 36% Developing, 
26% Proficient, 8%Dis-
tinguished)

Geometry (32% Be-
ginning, 35% Developing, 
25% Proficient, 8% Dis-
tinguished)

Biology (37% Begin-
ning, 25% Developing, 
29% Proficient, 9% Dis-
tinguished)

Physical Science (36% 
Beginning, 33% Develop-
ing, 26% Proficient, 5% 
Distinguished)

US History (27% Be-
ginning, 34% Developing, 
30% Proficient, 9% Dis-
tinguished)

Economics (30% Be-
ginning, 31% Developing, 
30% Proficient, 9% Dis-
tinguished)

STATE MILESTONES RESULTS

Representatives
3 Parents:  
      Chris Lennon  
      Keisha Minter,  
      Christel Jackson
2 Teachers:  
      Yoshana Jones,  
      Ashley Barker
2 Community:  
      Suzanne Wilborn,  
      Rhonda Hudson
2 School Employees:        
      Chantrise Holliman,  
      Estella B. Cook

FY16 SGC  
Meeting Calendar 

Location:  
Westlake High School 
Media Center 

Time:  
Tues. 4:30-5:30 PM

Dates: 
12/01/15, 1/26/15, 
2/23/15, 3/22/15, 
5/10/15

SCHOOL GOVERNANCE 
COUNCIL ANNOUNCED

11 Monday 
February 29, 2016



CALENDAR OF SCHOOL EVENTS

Black History Movie Night: Selma ............... 2/29 
DATE: Monday 2/29 
PLACE: Auditorium @ 6:00pm - 8:30pm

AP Human Georgraphy Mock Exam ...... 3/1 - 2 
DATE: Tuesday 3/1 - Wednesday 3/2 
PLACE: Cafeteria @ 3:45pm - 7:45pm

Senior Meeting ......................................................... 3/2 
DATE:  Wednesday 3/2 
PLACE: Auditorium @ 2:00pm - 3:30pm

Junior Meeting ......................................................... 3/3 
DATE:  Thursday 3/3 

PLACE: Auditorium @ 10:00am - 11:30am

Pickup Course Request Night .......................... 3/3 
DATE: Thursday 3/3 
PLACE: Cafeteria @ 6:00pm - 7:00pm

Blood Drive ................................................................ 3/4 
DATE: Friday 3/4 
PLACE: Auditorium @ 8:00am - 2:00pm

HOSA Battlegroundz IV Step Show .............. 3/5 
DATE: Saturday 3/5 
PLACE: Main Gym @ 1:00pm - 4:00pm

The Embassy Millennium Masters, Inc ....... 3/5 
DATE: Saturday 3/5 
PLACE: Cafeteria @ 7:00pm - 11:00pm

Chemistry Olympiad Test .................................. 3/8 
DATE: Tuesday 3/8 

PLACE: Room 282 and 284 @ 2:00pm - 5:00pm

Fashion Club Photo Shoot ................................ 3/8 
DATE: Tuesday 3/8 
PLACE: Cafeteria @ 4:00pm - 6:30pm

Hidden Colors .......................................................... 3/8 
DATE: Tuesday 3/8 

PLACE: Auditorium @ 4:00pm - 5:00pm

No School - Student Holidays................ 3/10 - 11 

DATE: Thursday 3/10 and Friday 3/11

Superintendent’s Student Council............... 3/11 
DATE: Friday 3/11 

PLACE: Media Center @ 1:00pm - 2:30pm

Come West 8 Milestones Prep ........................3/12 
DATE: Saturday 3/12 
PLACE: Room 433 and 446 @ 8:30am - 12:30pm

Fourth Annual French Spelling Bee ........... 3/12 
DATE: Saturday 3/12 
PLACE: Auditorium @ 10:00am - 1:00pm

Dance Team Competition ................................ 3/13 
DATE: Sunday 3/13 
PLACE: Auditorium, Gyms @ All Day

Dance Auditions .................................................... 3/14 
DATE: Monday 3/14 
PLACE: Room 101 and Gym @ 3:45pm - 8:00pm

Westlake High School Graduation..............5/20 
DATE: Friday 5/20  
PLACE: Georgia Dome @ 7:00pm

STUDENTS OF THE DAY

Rifle Team Competition  ..................................... 3/1 
DATE: Tuesday 3/1 
PLACE: TBA

Baseball vs. Langston Hughes  ........................ 3/1 
DATE: Tuesday 3/1 
PLACE: Langston Hughes HS @ 5:30pm - 7:30pm

Baseball vs. Wheeler  ............................................. 3/2 
DATE: Wednesday 3/2 
PLACE: Wheeler HS @ 5:30pm - 7:30pm

Track Meet  ................................................................. 3/2 
DATE: Wednesday 3/2 
PLACE: Main Track and Field @ 6:30pm - 9:30pm

Rifle Team Competition  ..................................... 3/3 
DATE: Thursday 3/3  
PLACE: TBA @ TBA

Baseball vs. Langston Hughes  ........................ 3/4 
DATE: Friday 3/4 
PLACE: Baseball Field @ 5:55pm - 7:55pm

Track Meet  ................................................................. 3/5 
DATE: Saturday 3/5 
PLACE: Main Track and Field @ 7:00am - 7:00pm

Boys Basketball State Championship........... 3/5 
DATE: Saturday 3/5 
PLACE: Macon Coliseum @ 8:45pm

JV Soccer  .................................................................... 3/7 
DATE: Monday 3/7 
PLACE: Football Field  

BOYS: @ 5:00pm - 8:00pm

Soccer vs. Douglas County  .............................. 3/8 
DATE: Tuesday 3/8 
PLACE: Football Field  
GIRLS: @ 5:00pm - 7:30pm  
BOYS: @ 7:30pm - 9:00pm

Baseball vs. Douglas County  ........................... 3/8 
DATE: Tuesday 3/8 
PLACE: Baseball Field @ 5:30pm - 7:30pm

CALENDAR OF SPORTING EVENTS

Sunday 3/6

Cameron Allen

Thursday 3/3 

Mikayla Walton

Friday 3/4 

Nymetria Caldwell

Friday 3/4 

Ashley Clemons

Saturday 3/5 

Niya Edwards

Wednesday 3/2 

Brandon Locklin

Wednesday 3/2 

Alexandria Calloway

Tuesday 3/1 

Jabari Shabazz

 Wednesday 3/2 

Janay Jones

MONDAY 2/29 Kayla 

and Kara Marcus are 

two people that have 

embraced the term 

‘team player.’ They 

come into the media 

center and immediate-

ly start to work. Their 

knowledge of the audio

visual equipment is wide-reaching, and they are pleasant 

when helping all who come into the media center. (Nominated 

by Mr. Paschal) Kayla Marcus is a third year Broadcast Video 

Student, and at the end of the last semester, her broadcasting 

teacher had to leave due to a personal matter, and we have 

not found a permanent replacement. Despite this fact, Kayla 

has been working hard, helping Westlake put on its first ever 

Film Festival. Kayla has produced all of the flyers and creat-

ed a web site to advertise this event to other Fulton County 

Schools. Kayla meets with me every week and keeps me on my 

toes about the things that I need to be doing in order to help to 

make this event a success. Despite not having a teacher, Kayla 

is really going above and beyond to help show the wonderful 

things that are going on in the Broadcast Video class, and I 

salute her efforts.  (Nominated by Ms. Glenda Walker)

TUESDAY 3/1 Nina 

Giddens took time 

out of her busy days to 

choreograph a dance 

and teach it to the Girls 

Scouts of the Daisy 

Troop from Randolph 

Elementary. With Nina’s 

help, the Daisy Troop 

competed at the National Thinking Day celebration for the 

Tri Cities Council for Metro Atlanta Girl Scouts. Nina helped 

those in need and was a great role model for much young-

er students. Kudos to Nina!  (Nominated by Ms. Harrison)  

Carina Funches, a senior, really knows how to show her pride 

by helping others. After our basketball victory over Norcross, 

Carina noticed that the custodians were having a hard time 

picking up the trash in the gym. Without being asked, Cari-

na assisted in picking up the trash because she is invested in 

Westlake and takes pride in keeping the building clean. Thank 

you Carina and the many other students who take pride in 

keeping our school clean. (Nominated by Ms. Bates) 

WENESDAY 3/2 Janay Jones and Roniyah Douglas exemplify 

what it means to be student leaders. Both of their GPAs exceed 

3.8, and they have been accepted into numerous colleges and 

universities. They are true leaders in the Westlake Community. 

(Nominated by Mr. Paschal) Tyler Pruitt has improved so much 

in French since last year, and it’s awesome to see his progress. But 

more than that, Tyler always puts a smile on my face and makes 

me laugh. Thanks for being amazing. (Nominated by Ms. E)

THURSDAY 3/3 Jordyn Kirkland has improved tremendously since the beginning 

of the school year. Jordan is engaged in class, does his work on time, asks questions, 

and helps his class mates with assignments.  I am very proud of Jordyn! (Nominated 

by Ms. Erika Walker) Reginald Robinson is a star student. Reginald is always willing 

to help a fellow classmate, cleans up after himself and his classmates, and is always 

ready and eager to learn. (Nominated by Ms. Erika Walker) 

FRIDAY 3/4 Jeremiah Powell is a very caring and academically balanced student. 

Jeremiah takes time at the end of the school day to assist me with placing all lab 

equipment and class material away. He is always concerned about others and is a 

very dependable and goal oriented student. Looking forward to awesome things com-

ing from Jeremiah! (Nominated by Ms. Johny). Moses Manning is a student that 

does not fit the traditional star student and is all the more impressive because of this. 

Moses is a scholar and a very personable mentor. Moses is always ready to assist 

other students and is a joy to teach. (Nominated by Ms. Freda Walker)

SENIOR BIRTHDAYS

12 Monday 
February 29, 2016


