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Prom Theme: A Night in Paris  
Date : Saturday, April 23, 2016

Time: 8pm-12am 
Location : Delta Flight Museum 

Tickets are not on sale at this time. 

STUDENT MUSICIAN PLAYS HIS WAY INTO ELITE COLLEGE
BY CHELSEA CARTER, 
LENA DENNIS, KIYAH 
ELLAS, JANICE POE
ATLANTA - Here at 
Westlake High School, 
every last student has 
a capability to do great 
things. What makes 
these great things ex-
traordinary is when we 
have not only the ability, 
but also the heart. 

One of our very own 
students, Morgan Guer-
in, who concentrates 
mostly on the saxophone 
and piano, has made an 
extraordinary accom-
plishment and has been 
granted a full scholar-
ship to The Berklee Col-
lege of Music in Boston, 
Massachusetts.

Berklee College has 
a sterling reputation as 
one of the most exclusive 
music institutions in the 
world, and the sprawling 
school, which spreads 

throughout many streets 
in downtown Boston, 
is officially the largest 
private music college in 
existence.

Dedicated musicians 
travel from all over the 
world to study Berklee’s 
specialities, jazz, as well 
as  modern American 

PROM THEME 
ANNOUNCED

TWO SENIORS EARN PRESTIGIOUS POSSE SCHOLARSHIP
BY JEZREEL YOUNG
ATLANTA - Have you 
ever dreamed of being 
accepted into a top-tier 
national university, re-
ceiving free tuition, and 
joining a multi- cultural 
organization that brings 
together a dozen talent-
ed leaders?

If you have, then you 
were dreaming of the 
Posse Scholarship, one 
of the country’s most 
prestigious and crea-
tive college admission 
programs, and even 
more impressively, your 
dreams were achieved 
by two Westlake stu-
dents.

The two students, 

Breesa Bennett and Nia 
White were both named 
Posse Scholars, which 
means that they will 
receive four years of 
full tuition scholarships 
valued at $100,000 from 
George Washington Uni-
versity and Texas A&M, 
respectively.

Founded in 1989, 
the Posse Foundation’s 
mission statement is to  
find the best potential 
leaders in the nation and 
support them through 
their entire college 
career. More specifically, 
the Posse Foundation 
identifies public high 

school students with 
extraordinary academic 
and leadership potential 
who may be overlooked 
by the college selection 
process and creates a 
support system for these 
students.

Where the Posse 
Scholarship differs from 
other college scholar-
ships is its emphasis on 
support once the student 
reaches college, which 
is unheard of in many 
scholarship programs. 

Posse places its 
recipients in supportive, 
multicultural teams—
”Posses”—of 10 or 12 
students in order to 
extend the opportunity 
to pursue personal and 

academic excellence.
“We know these 

scholars will succeed in 
their college studies and 
beyond,” said Ms. Bates, 
who could not be more 
excited for their hard-
earned success.

In order to receive 
such a privilege, the first 
step is being nominated. 
Nia White was nominat-
ed by Mr, Eric Williams, 
her US history teacher, 
while Breesa Bennet was 
nominated by Jazzi Blue 
Baker, a Westlake alum 
and previous winner of 
the scholarship.

The next step is to 
navigate the personal-
ized application process, 
where students and 

colleges interview each 
other to find potential 
matches that would be 
mutually beneficial.

The pool of Posse col-
leges available to  West-
lake in past years have 
included Brandeis, Syra-
cuse, and Vanderbuilt, 
in addition to George 
Washington and Texas A 
& M among others.

 Breesa and Nia 
ranked the available 
schools based on prefer-
ence, hoping to get their 
first choice, and at the 
same time, the colleges 
ranked the applicants, 
hoping to get their first 
choices as well.

(CONTINUED ON 
PAGE 3)

music. There are few 
schools that can claim to 
be on par with Berklee 
in these genres.

 When it was time 
to go audition for a spot 
at Berklee, Morgan had 
no need to worry about 
talent. After all, Morgan 
entered the auditions 
a 17 year old musical 
prodigy with the unflap-
pable nerves that come 
from years and years 
of playing competi-
tions, festivals, and large 
rooms.

Morgan was familiar 
with the routine by this 
point in his career.

“When I arrived at 
the building where audi-
tions were being held, I 
signed in and waited in 
a hall until my named 
was called. When I was 
called, a lady took me 
up to the 5th floor of the 
building and assigned 
me a warm up room,” 
said Morgan.

You get 15 minutes 
to warm up before your 

audition. The music that 
the adjudicator will be 
critiquing you on is also 
in the warm up room,” 
further explained Mor-
gan.

“After your 15 min-
utes is up, you then go 
to another room where 
your judges are. First 
you play a song of your 
choice with a band that 
you bring with you and 
then you play a song 
with one of the judges. 
The judges then give you 
a test to see how much 
you know musically and 
then you’re done.”

While Morgan 
seemed non-phased by 
the audition process, he 
could not, however, keep 
himself from getting a 
little bit nervous, espe-
cially when the results 
for the scholarship were 
being announced. (CON-
TINUED ON PAGE 2)
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STUDENT MUSICIAN PLAYS HIS WAY INTO ELITE COLLEGE
(CONTINUED FROM 

PAGE ONE)
“Receiving the schol-

arship was quite scary 
because they announced 
the scholarships from 
lowest to the highest,” 
commented Morgan. 

“I didn’t hear my 
name. I mean the inter-
view went really good 
so I was confident, but it 
took a long time to get to 
my name. It was 11 of us 
who got a full ride out of 
2,000.”

As an institution, 
Berklee has housed 
superb musicians such 
as Quincy Jones, Esper-
anza Spalding, Meghan 
Trainor, and even 
Charlie Puth, and over-
all, Berklee graduates 
have won 253 Grammy 
Awards.

Berklee also has 12 
majors, 20 minors, and 
a 35% acceptance rate, 
as well as several top ten 
rankings. 

Despite all these 
accolades, Morgan was 
clear to stress that what 
really attracted him was 
the diversity Berklee had 
acquired.

“Berklee is without 
a doubt one of the most 
diverse music schools 
in the world. People are 
literally from all over 
the world and all speak 
different languages” said 
Morgan.

This international 
feel for the college 
musicians, as well of 
the variety sound at the 
college will help stimu-
late Morgan, who could 
never sit still musically 
or be restricted to just 
one instrument. 

Overall, Morgan 
plays 24 instruments, 
most of which he taught 
himself, including piano, 
drums, oboe, tenor sax, 
alto sax, flute, and trum-
pet, among others.

“I knew he could 
play, but didn’t know 
he could play that well 
until I saw him!” recalled 
Ciarra Haney, a friend of 
Morgan’s. 

“When Morgan plays 
you can feel his pas-
sion for music through 
his body language,” said 
Ciarra. 

“I was actually in 
awe. I’m extremely 
proud of Morgan and 
glad to be such great 
friends with a talented 
multi-instrumentalist.” 

Ever since Morgan 
was two years old, music 
has been a dedicated 
part of his life. 

Guided by his mother 
and father, who is also 
a talented musician, 

Morgan picked up the 
drumsticks as a toddler 
and surprised his fam-
ily being able to keep a 
steady beat, even then. 
Although this was his 
first instrument, it defi-
nitely wasn’t his last.

Morgan has been 
making his dream come 
to life by securing many 
great accomplishments 
that would be celebrated 
by musicians ten years 
older than Morgan.

For example, Morgan 
led his quartet to the 
Velvet Note, Atlanta’s 
premiere jazz stage in a 
two hour performance 
that can be listened to in 
its entirety on YouTube 
with the search words 
“Morgan Guerin Quartet 
at the Velvet Note.”

Morgan can also be 
heard getting touted on 
the airwaves, as one staff 
member at Westlake 
discovered.

“It was unbeliev-
able. My wife and I were 
driving around 11pm 
at night, and we were 

listening to an interview 
on the jazz station, and 
lo and behold, the host 
starts talking about 
Morgan as an exciting 
peer in the Atlanta jazz 
scene,” recalled Mr. Boyd 
Gossett.

According to Mr. Gos-
sett, the radio program  
in question, “Jazz to 
Soothe Your Soul” on 
WRFG 89.3FM, had been 
listing reasons why At-
lanta was a world class 
jazz scene when the host 
mentioned Morgan.

“You could hear the 
respect and excitement 
in the host’s voice. He 
said that Morgan was 
young and ‘killing it’ 
on the saxophone and 
drums, but to hear him 
speak, you would have 
thought the host was 
talking about someone 
just out of college rather 
than in high school,” said 
Mr. Gossett.

Last year, Morgan 
also had the coveted 
opportunity to meet 22-
time Grammy winner 

Chick Corea, a famous 
jazz pianist. In fact, 
Chick Corea is the fourth 
most nominated artist in 
the history of the Gram-
mys and has had over 60 
nominations. 

Morgan recalls the 
event where he met 
Chick Corea fondly. 

“I was playing at the 
Monterey Jazz Festival 
with the Next Generation 
Jazz Orchestra, and we 
had it at a concert that 
was a little like country 
club,” said Morgan.

“It was freezing out-
side, and we had to play. 
Chick was the main guy 
playing with six other 
groups. He heard us 
play, and of course, we 
wanted to meet him. We 
took pictures and told us 
how much he inspired 
us. He even talked about 
our performance.”

Morgan has also 
performed his music all 
over the world, including 
New York City, Savan-
nah, New Orleans, Baton 
Rouge, Atlanta, Boston, 

Monterey, and the Do-
minican Republic. 

“It is incredible to 
get to see the world and 
share music with so 
many different people 
from different cultures. 
That kind of journey, 
where you get to learn 
from other artists, is how 
you grow,” said Morgan.

Morgan also tries 
to connect with musi-
cians through the digital 
world, especially with 
his YouTube Channel, 
which  has gathered over 
1,000 subscribers. 

Morgan’s YouTube 
videos consist of his live 
performances, cover 
songs, and even original 
creations. From the sen-
sual and soothing “Tell 
me a Bedtime Story” to 
the upbeat and rhythmic 
“Butterfly,” when you 
watch his videos, it is 
clear that Morgan was 
made to play.

Morgan’s band 
teacher at Westlake, 
Mr. Young, is obviously 
proud of his student’s 

ability to find avenues 
to express his musical 
talent.

“I believe Morgan 
is going to be one of 
the music ‘icons’ in the 
future. He has the music 
skills, knowledge and 
parental support it takes 
to be one the greatest 
and most known music 
artists in the world,” 
beamed Mr. Young.

“As a student mu-
sician, Morgan has 
already established his 
‘brand’ within the Atlan-
ta music community and 
the nation. I’m so proud 
of Morgan! I’ll miss him 
when he graduates but 
I’ll continue to follow his 
music journey,” said Mr. 
Young.

What is even more 
amazing about Morgan 
as a student-musican is 
the fact that, despite his 
challenging schedule, he 
contributes regularly to 
Westlake’s various out-
standing band programs. 

Over his four years 
of high school,  Morgan 
has been a member of 
marching band, jazz 
band, and symphonic 
band; usually playing 
different instruments in 
all three. This semester, 
Morgan is specifically 
playing the oboe in the 
symphonic band.  

Along with being an 
astounding musician, 
Morgan is also a scholar 
in the books, though it 
is hard work keeping 
balance between being 
a student and being a 
musician. 

“It’s not easy at all to 
spend equal amounts of 
time with both academic 
and music subjects. I 
know that I need to grad-
uate and that getting 
school work done is an 
ultimate must,” Morgan 
insisted. 

It is this type of 
hardwork and dedication 
that has earned Morgan 
a spot at Berklee College 
of Music.

If you are interested 
in learning more about 
the school, please enter 
“Berklee College of Mu-
sic” into a Google search 
and watch the rotating 
sample of videos from 
musicians at the college.

The music videos 
are tremendous, and 
watching them will give 
you a bit of special pride 
knowing that our very 
own Morgan will be 
joining such high calibre 
artists to create beauti-
ful soundscapes of his 
own. W 
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TWO SENIORS EARN PRESTIGIOUS POSSE SCHOLARSHIP
 This interactive pro-

cess allows for students 
and schools to get to 
know each other out-
side of their test scores, 
instead focusing on how 
these rising leaders 
might interact with one 
another once on a col-
lege campus.

Then, Posse trains 
its recipients for eight 
weeks over the summer 
to foster leadership and 
teamwork skills that 
will prepare the Posse 
Scholars for collabora-
tive work in college.

Good opportunities 
like the Posse Scholar-
ship do not come with-
out serious effort on the 
part of the applicants, 
however, a fact that 
Breesa attested to when 
asked.  

“The competition 
was fierce,“ explained 
Breesa., who had kept 
herself positive by giving 
pep talks to herself.

“I have to get this,” 
Breesa would tell herself 
eagerly, and eventually, 
the positivity paid off 

in what seemed like a 
stroke of destiny. 

“The scholarship 
fell out of the sky and 
into my lap,” excitedly 
explained Breesa.

 Nia, however, 
explained she was not 
as confident about her 
interviews, but this must 
be humility, because Nia 
always knocks what-
ever she does our of the 
ballpark. 

According to Nia, 
when she arrived to the 
interviews, the atmos-
phere was comfort-
able, and now that she 
has been awarded the 
scholarship and met her 
posse, she feels at home 
in the program.

“I would just say that 
I really love it. I feel like 
there is no other oppor-
tunity like it,” said Nia.

In fact, according to 
Breesa, Posse is more 
than just a founda-
tion offering an amaz-
ing scholarship. It is a 
foundation that molds 
leaders by investing in 
individuals.

Breesa explained that 
in each posse, there is a 
grouping of individuals 
who are similarly char-
acterized.

“Mine is outgo-
ing, reserved, preppy,” 
explained Breesa, who 
was obviously impressed 
by the students she met 
from her posse.

The Posse Founda-
tion currently recruits 
candidates only from 
select American cities, 
including Atlanta, Bos-
ton, Chicago, Houston, 
Los Angeles, Miami, New 
Orleans, New York, San 
Francisco and Wash-
ington, D.C., so Westlake 
is lucky that Atlanta is 
included on the list. 

Overall, the Posse 
Foundation seems to be 
truly a unique founda-
tion, and hopefully, it 
will continue to answer 
the dreams of many 
Westlake students by 
choosing our qualified 
candidates year after 
year.  W

BY CIERRA BERRY, 
MIRACLE NICHOLS, 
TAYLOR MOSLEY
ATLANTA - Two of West-
lake’s very own, Rani 
Shagarabi and Elysia Till-
man, were almost late 
when they travelled to the 
University of Georgia to 
compete at a debate tour-
nament that drew dozen 
of high school from vari-
ous states, but they made 
it at the nick of time. 

Once at the compe-
tition, Rani and Elysia 
spent their weekend ar-
guing their opinions and 
persuading judges, and 
while they emphasized 
that the tournament was 
a  fun competition, it was 
a lot of hardwork. 

Specifically, each team 
had to create an interest-
ing argument that related 
to the “major topic” of 
the tournament but was 
unique enough to make 
their team look original, 
so it understandably took 
time to cultivate such an 
argument.

“It’s a very good learn-
ing experience, but some 
teams will go off topic 
and argue that what they 
are talking about is more 
important than the topic. 
It is much easier to lose 
those arguments, so we 
want to make sure our 
argument fits the topic,” 
explained Rani. 

Once at the tourna-
ment, Westlake’s team 
presented its argument 
and made a case for it 
being true, while the oth-
er team argued against 
the topic. Each team 
then took turns defend-
ing or attacking, and at 
the end of the match, a 
panel of judges decided 
the winner.

Much of any debate 
competition, however, 
came down to prepara-
tion rather than dramat-
ic speeches made on the 
fly.
“The majority of debate 
doesn’t happen inside 
the debate. It happens 
outside of it, where you 
write notes for argu-
ments that you know 

you are going to hear, so 
instead of wasting min-
utes trying to prepare 
fantastic arguments from 
the top of your head,” ex-
plained Rani.

The reason that West-
lake knows what its op-
ponents are going to say 
is because the same ma-
jor topic will be used at 
all the debates in the Na-
tional Circuit this year, so 
each team re-introduces 
its individual argument 
and improves it over the 
course of the year.

After a team pre-
sents an argument for 
the first time, the team 
puts the argument on a 
website accessible by all, 
so teams can prepare for 
what opposing teams are 

going to say.
Westlake has used 

this site to help prepare 
for their opponents, and 
because Westlake’s argu-
ment is on the website, 
Westlake’s success in 
later debates will rely on 
how it improves its argu-
ment. 

This year’s debate 
topic is whether or not 
the U.S. Congress should 
pass a law that stops gov-
ernment surveillance, 
specifically the National 
Security Agency’s (NSA) 
policy of storing cell 
phone text messages and 
calls made by U.S. citi-
zens.

In the debate, West-
lake presented a reso-
lution that spotlighted 

a strange modern phe-
nomenon where local 
neighbourhood commit-
tees or small govern-
ment agencies use social 
media and personal in-
formation about women 
to get them removed 
from Section 8 housing 
or blocked from receiv-
ing Welfare.

“The plan that we 
presented was about how 
different government 
agencies form a moral 
coding to decide who is 
eligible for welfare and 
specifically targets sin-
gle black mothers,” de-
scribed Rani.

At the debate, Rani 
and Elysia argued that 
Shelley . Kraemer, a 1934 
court case that made it 
clear that discriminatory 
policies in housing were 
unconstitutional, should 
be extended to prevent 
local governments from 
using personal infor-
mation gained under 
surveillance to remove 
women from Section 8 
housing. 

Rani explained that 
this topic is a good exam-
ple of how a debate team 
can find a specific area to 
discuss under the broad-
er topic of government 
surveillance.

“People will find ways 
to talk about what they 
want to talk about dur-

ing debates in ways that 
it relates to the resolu-
tion,” explained Rani, 
who seemed grateful to 
learn about an array of 
different resolutions at 
the tournament.

To Rani, sharing chal-
lenging ideas is what 
makes debate a strong 
intellectual tradition, 
and this tradition is well 
represented on West-
lake’s team. 

“In many sports, 
you work with a whole 
team, but with debate, 
you work more closely 
with one partner, so it is 
an opportunity to learn 
more about one person 
and yourself. There are 
things that Elysia is more 
knowledgeable about, 
and there are things that 
I am more knowledge-
able about, so we make 
a good team because 
we share our ideas and 
grow.” 

This seems like the 
perfect approach to 
growing together as a 
team, and hopefully, our 
debaters will give them-
selves plenty of travel 
time.,

We send our best 
wishes to Westlake’s De-
bate Team as it continues 
to grow its resolution and 
refine its arguments on 
both the Georgia Circuit 
and National Circuit. W

DEBATE TEAM BULLDOGS OPPONENTS AT UGA CAMPUS
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ATLANTA - To make it 
easy to send transcripts 
to colleges, Fulton Coun-
ty Schools has partnered 
with Parchment to pro-
vide secure online tran-
script ordering available 

PARCHMENT REGISTRATION 
FOR SENIORS

24/7. 
Creating the account 

is free and only takes a 
few steps. All seniors re-
ceived their Parchment 
registration codes on 
September 24th and/or 
25th and should regis-
ter with Parchment right 

ATLANTA- On May 20, 
2016, senior  students 
will be closing this chap-
ter on their high school 
career. 

Congratulations to all 
the senior students and 
parents of senior stu-
dents who have almost 
made it to the graduation 
milestone.

CHECKING SENIOR STATUS
Counsellors will begin 

senior status checks im-
mediately following the 
schedule change window 
so we can inform you of 
your student’s specific 
status.

Thank you in advance 
for your patience and un-
derstanding.

 

 
9th Grade (A - Z): Antonio Grissom,  

grissom@fultonschools.org 
470-346-6400 x46429 

 
10th – 12th (A – E):  Anthony Decosta,  

decosta@fultonschools.org 
470-346-6400 x46434 

 
10th – 12th (E – K): Beatrice Ford,  

fordb@fultonschools.org 
470-346-6400 x46482 

 
10th - 12th (L – Q): Shelia Reese-Jackson (Head),   

reeses@fultonschools.org 
470-346-6400 x46433

 
10th - 12th (R – Z): Dawn Perry, 

perrydb@fultonschools.org 
470-346-6400 x46432 

Guidance Secretary: Donna Carter, 
carterd2@fultonschools.org 

470-346-6400

CONTACTING COUNSELORS

Student Services Administration

Curriculum Assistant Principal: Cecelia Johnson,
johnsonc5@fultonschools.org

Administrative Assistant: Candice Hickman,  
hickmanc@fultonschools.org

Student Support Staff

College and Career Advisor: Steven Johnson 
johnsons16@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400 x46462

504 Coordinator and 
Graduation Coach: Twanda Harrison, 

harrisont1@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400 x46428

Instructional Support Teacher: Jennifer Swint, 
swint@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400 x46444

     
SEC Department Chair: Andrea Freeman,  

freemana1@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400 x46444

Data Specialist: Jan McLemore,  
mclemorej@fultonschools.org

 
Back Up Data Specialist: Mesi Spencer,

spencerm@fultonschools.org 

Records Clerk: Jenna Bannister,
bannister@fultonschools.org

Guidance Secretary: Donna Carter, 
carterd2@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400

School Social Worker: Willette Stephens,  
stephensw@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400 x46483

 
School Psychologist: Judith Perkins 

perkinsj@fultonschools.org 
 

School Psychologist: Elizabeth Scott, 
scottea@fultonschools.org

ATLANTA- As the year 
advances, you may find 
yourself in need of con-
tacing one of Westlake’s 
counselors.

When that happens, 
we want to make sure 
that you know the correct 
number and can quickly 
get in touch with the per-
son who can best help 
your student.

Below, you will find a 
list of useful contacts for 

the counselors.
If you need to set up 

a parent-teacher con-
ference, we can set up a 
conference with all your 
student’s teachers if you 
contact the Student Ser-
vices office. 

Please either call the 
school at (404) 346-6400 
and request Student Ser-
vices or email Jeanine 
Griswold at the email ad-
dress posted below.

CONTACTING STUDENT SUPPORT STAFF
Please use the following numbers to contact the school in times of need.

ATLANTA-  Join our dis-
tribution list to receive 
texts and/or emails with 
information on upcom-
ing college representa-
tive visits and scholar-
ship updates. 

Both students and 
parents are encouraged 
to register.  

SIGN UP FOR REMIND 101
Don’t be left out of the 

loop—join today. 
To receive messages 

via text, text @566a2 to 
81010 or to receive mes-
sages via email, send an 
email to 566a2@mail.
remind.com.   

COUNSELING PROGRAMS

 
School Programs ............................................... 
• Counselors’ Corner will be held in the school caf-
eteria (November 3rd) 
• Apply to College Day (November 5th) 
• Counselors’ Corner will be held in the school caf-
eteria (November 17th) 

9th Grade Programs ............................................... 
• 9th Grade BRIDGE Law Benchmark Activity:  
Career Interest Inventory ( October - Novemeber) 
• Suicide Prevention Classroom Guidance:  
Signs of Suicide (October - November) 
    
 

10th Grade Programs ............................................ 
• 10th Grade BRIDGE Law Benchmark Activity: Dual 
Enrollment and College Credit Now Opportunities 
(November 18th - 19th) 

11th Grade Programs ............................................ 
• Applying to College Guidance Lesson (November 
10th – 11th) 
• Fall Junior Classroom Guidance: What Colleges 
Consider in Admissions (November) 
• 11th Grade BRIDGE Law Benchmark Activity: Vir-
tual College Search (November)  

12th Grade Programs ............................................ 
 • Please see School Programs 

Counseling Programs Reaching 11th - 12th..... 
• College and Career Center 
• College Representatives at WHS (Grades 11-12)
 
 

Counseling Programs Reaching 9th–12th ........ 
• New Student Enrollments 
• Academic Advisement 
• Post-Secondary Planning and Advising 
• Dual Enrollment Information 
• Parent/Teacher Conferences 
• Summer School Information 
• Community Agency Referrals 
• Collaboration with Teachers, Administrators, 
School Social Worker, and School Psychologist 
• Care Team Referrals 
• SAT and ACT Information 
• Crisis Intervention 
• Career Guidance and Exploration 
• Transcribing Student Records

TESTING CORNER

BY STAFF
ATLANTA - State scores 
from the 2014-15 admin-
istration of the Georgia 
Milestones Assessment 
System (Georgia Mile-
stones in grades 3-8 and 
Georgia Milestones EOCs 
in grades 9-12) were re-
leased. 

These preliminary 
scores reflect the first ad-
ministration of Georgia’s 
new comprehensive test-
ing system. 

This year’s assess-
ment results establish a 
baseline for the progress 
we expect student to 
make over time.  

According to the 
Georgia Department 
of Education, the state 
showed overall lower re-
sults than in past years.  

“These results show 
a lower level of student 
proficiency than Geor-
gians are used to seeing, 
but that does not mean 
Georgia students know 
less or that teachers are 
not doing a great job – 
it means they’ve been 
asked to clear a higher 
bar,” State School Super-

intendent Richard Woods 
said. 

State Results for GA
9th Grade English 

(25% Beginning, 39% De-
veloping, 29% Proficient, 
6% Distinguished)

American Lit (25% 
Beginning, 39% Develop-
ing, 29% Proficient, 6% 
Distinguished)

Algebra (31% Begin-
ning, 36% Developing, 
26% Proficient, 8%Dis-
tinguished)

Geometry (32% Be-
ginning, 35% Developing, 
25% Proficient, 8% Dis-
tinguished)

Biology (37% Begin-
ning, 25% Developing, 
29% Proficient, 9% Dis-
tinguished)

Physical Science (36% 
Beginning, 33% Develop-
ing, 26% Proficient, 5% 
Distinguished)

US History (27% Be-
ginning, 34% Developing, 
30% Proficient, 9% Dis-
tinguished)

Economics (30% Be-
ginning, 31% Developing, 
30% Proficient, 9% Dis-
tinguished)

STATE MILESTONES RESULTS

Representatives
3 Parents:  
      Chris Lennon  
      Keisha Minter,  
      Christel Jackson
2 Teachers:  
      Yoshana Jones,  
      Ashley Barker
2 Community:  
      Suzanne Wilborn,  
      Rhonda Hudson
2 School Employees:        
      Chantrise Holliman,  
      Estella B. Cook

FY16 SGC  
Meeting Calendar 

Location:  
Westlake High School 
Media Center 

Time:  
Tues. 4:30-5:30 PM

Dates: 
12/01/15, 1/26/15, 
2/23/15, 3/22/15, 
5/10/15

SCHOOL GOVERNANCE 
COUNCIL ANNOUNCED
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February 1, 2016



BULLETIN BOARD

KEEP UP WITH ALL THESE SCHOOL EVENTS

THE BLOOD DRIVE 
WILL BE RESCHEDULED 

DUE TO WINTERY WEATHER
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February 1, 2016



SCHOOL NEWS

2016 ATHELTIC CALENDAR AVAILABLE FOR PREORDER
BY STAFF
ATLANTA - If you are 
interested in supporting 
the Westlake Athletic 
Department, then please 
preorder a Westlake 
2016 Athletic Calendar!

Each month of this 
12 month calendar is 
dedicated to one sport 
(and in some cases two 
or three) and features 
top atheltes galore.

Nearly all pictures 
in the calendar were 
taken by CadyStudios, 
who gives an impressive 
professional edge to our 
student athletes.

You can look through 

the thumbnails to the 
right to get an idea of the 
calendar’s design, but 
when printed, the calen-
dar will be full-sized and 
ready to hang on your 
wall or be displayed on 
your desk.

Featured sports in-
clude swimming, wres-
tling, soccer, baseball, 
softball, track and field, 
golf, tennis, rifle, volley-
ball, cross county, cheer, 
band, dance, football, 
and basketball.

For more informa-
tion, please email the 
athletic director, Coach 
Wilson at wilsonr3@
fultonschools.org
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CALENDAR OF SCHOOL EVENTS

Magnet Sophomore Student Meeting ........2/2 
DATE: Tuesday 2/2 
PLACE: Auditorium @ 10:00am - 11:36am 
 

Club Picture Day .......................................................2/2 
DATE: Tuesday 2/2 
PLACE: Auditorium @ 3:00pm - 5:00pm 
 

EF Tour Update Meeting ......................................2/2 
DATE: Tuesday 2/2 
PLACE: Media Center @ 6:00pm - 7:00pm

National Signing Day .............................................2/3 
DATE: Wednesday 2/3 
PLACE: Auditorium @ 2:00pm - 3:30pm

Dance Team Competition Showcase ............2/5 
DATE: Friday 2/5 
PLACE: Main Gymnasium @ 4:00pm - 9:00pm

Magnet Entrance Exam (Make Up) ................2/5 
DATE: Tuesday 2/2 
PLACE: Auditorium @ 9am - 12pm 
PLACE: Media Center @ 9am - 12pm

Atl. Urban League Debate Tournament ......2/6 
DATE: Saturday 2/6 
PLACE: Auditorium @ 7:00am - 6:00pm 
PLACE: Cafeteria @ 7:00am - 6:00pm

Heels in Motion Paint and Palette ................2/10 
DATE: Wednesday 2/10 
PLACE: Cafeteria @ 3:30pm - 6:30pm

Magnet IB Decision Day ....................................2/10 
DATE: Wednesday 2/10 
PLACE: Auditorium @ 7:30am - 8:30am 
PLACE: Auditorium @ 5:00pm - 6:30pm

Fashion Club Photo Shoot ................................2/11 
DATE: Thursday 2/11 
PLACE: Cafeteria @ 4:00pm - 6:30pm 
 

Saxophone Summit ..............................................2/13 
DATE: Thursday 2/11 
PLACE: Westlake HS @ 7:00am - 5:00pm

Girl Scouts: International Thinking Day .....2/20 
DATE: Saturday 2/20 
PLACE: Cafeteria @ 11:00am - 3:00pm 

PLACE: Media Center @ 11:00am - 3:00pm
 

Westlake High School Graduation..............5/20 
DATE: Friday 5/20  
PLACE: Georgia Dome @ 7:00pm

STUDENTS OF THE DAY

MONDAY 2/1 Joshua Curry is a Star 

Standout in my class, and last week, Josh-

ua found a young lady’s purse. Joshua 

handed it to me to ensure none of this 

young lady’s items were stolen. Joshua’s 

quick actions made a classmate’s day! 

(Nominated by Ms. Griffin)

TUESDAY 2/2 Aaliyah McMiller bright-

ens my day with her singing voice and in-

terest in what we are going to accomplish 

for the day. Thanks for being a wonderful 

student. (Nominated by Ms. Ettzevoglou)

WEDNESDAY 2/3 Lauryn Kellie Davis 

has just made All-State Chorus for the 

3rd year in a row.  Lauryn’s self-discipline 

and acquisition of musical excellence is 

astounding. She has developed her natu-

ral ability through dedicated practice and 

preparation. Congratulations Lauryn! 

(Nominated by Ms. Freda Walker)

THURSDAY 2/4 Kishone Lark is a dedi-

cated Media Center Office Aide who has 

been spectacular this year. Kishone comes 

in and goes straight to work, even without 

being informed of his duties! Kishone of-

ten assists 9th grade students with teacher 

locations and is always willing to assist his 

teachers in any capacity! (Nominated by 

Ms. Forrest) 

FRIDAY 2/5 Kierra Calhoun is a free-spir-

it who always thinks about others first and 

shows the best attitude no matter what. 

Kierra is also the head makeup artist for 

Fashion Club here at Westlake, and she 

puts a lot of time and effort into her work. 

Kierra always brightens the days of the 

people around her. (Nominated by Nyla 

Peterson)

Winter Sports Team Pictures ..............................2/1 
DATE: Monday 2/1 
PLACE: Auditorium @ 4:00pm - 5:30pm

Girl’s Basketball vs. Pebblebrook ................... 2/2 
DATE: Tuesday 2/2 
PLACE: Varisty Girls Main Gym @ 6:00pm - 7:30pm 
 

Boy’s Basketball vs. Pebblebrook .................. 2/2 
DATE: Tuesday 2/2 
PLACE: Varisty Boys Main Gym @ 7:30pm - 9:00pm

National Signing Day .............................................2/3 
DATE: Wednesday 2/3 
PLACE: Auditorium @ 2:00pm - 3:30pm

Soccer Parent Meeting...........................................2/3 
DATE: Wednesday 2/3 
PLACE: Cafeteria @ 6:00pm - 6:30pm

Swim Meet (State Championships) .............. 2/5 
DATE: Friday 2/5 
PLACE: Georgia Tech Natatorium @ 4:00pm

Baseball vs. Fayette County ............................ 2/15 
DATE: Monday 2/15 
PLACE: Baseball Field  @ 3:00pm - 6:00pm

Girl’s Soccer vs. Chapel Hill  ........,,,,,............... 2/16 
DATE: Tuesday 2/16 

PLACE: Football Field  @ 5:00pm - 7:30pm

Boy’s Soccer vs. Chapel Hill  ........,,,,,.............. 2/16 
DATE: Tuesday 2/16 
PLACE: Football Field  @ 7:30pm - 9:00pm

Baseball vs. Griffin  ............................................... 2/17 
DATE: Wednesday 2/17 
PLACE: Griffin HS  @ 5:55pm - 7:55pm

Baseball vs. Woodland  ...................................... 2/18 
DATE: Thursday 2/18 
PLACE: Baseball Field  @ 5:30pm - 7:30pm

Baseball vs. Creekside  ....................................... 2/23 
DATE: Tuesday 2/23 
PLACE: Baseball Field  @ 5:30pm - 7:30pm

Girl’s Soccer vs. Chapel Hill  ........,,,,,............... 2/25 
DATE: Thursday 2/25 

PLACE: Football Field  @ 5:00pm - 7:30pm

Boy’s Soccer vs. Chapel Hill  ........,,,,,.............. 2/25 
DATE: Thursday 2/25 
PLACE: Football Field  @ 7:30pm - 9:00pm

CALENDAR OF SPORTING EVENTS

Wednesday 2/3 

M atthew Jinks

Thursday 2/4 

Jasmine McCrary

Saturday 2/6 

Chelsea Carter

Sunday 2/7 

Alexis Lane

SENIOR BIRTHDAYS

Monday 2/1 

Janice Poe

Monday 2/1 

Nigel Harper

Monday 2/1 

Twanai Henley

Wednesday 2/3 

Asante Tilghman
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