
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
schools since retiring in 
2010.

Ms. Miller would like 
to pass on the following 
words to all parents and 
guardians at Westlake 
High School.
 
Dear Parents/Guardians:

Welcome to the 2015–
2016 school year at West-
lake High School!

We certainly hope that 
you had a wonderful 
summer, spending qual-
ity time with family and 
friends and now ready for 
this school year.

I am so excited to serve 
as your Interim Principal. 
The staff has been very 
busy with planning and 
preparation for this year 
in order to ensure that 
our students receive the 
best educational opportu-
nities. We encourage you 
to participate fully in all 
the activities and events 
and join the PTSA.

Thanks again for your 
support and we and look 
forward to another great 
year of teaching and 
learning.

Sincerely,  . 
Minnie Jenkins-Miller                                                                                             
Interim Principal 
Westlake High School
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WELCOME BACK LIONS

MS. BATES CELEBRATES  
NEWEST LION IN THE PRIDE

As students returned from summer vacation on Monday, Westlake faculty and staff spared no energy welcoming them 
into the building for their first day of the 2015 - 2016 school year.  Surely, Monday held awe and wonder for freshmen, but it 
also offered a few surprises for returning students. 

BY STAFF
ATLANTA - When the 
morning announce-
ments began on Monday, 
students were exceed-
ingly familiar with the 
routine. 

First, there was an en-
thusiastic welcome from 
a staff member. Then, 
there was the pledge of 
allegiance, followed by 
the moment of silence 
and a list of upcoming 
events to be held at the 
school.

This is standard pro-
cedure for high schools  
and middle schools 
across the county, so no 
student would find it par-
ticularly surprising. 

However, what stu-
dents new to Westlake 
could not have expected 
was just how enthusias-
tic Ms. Jenkins, the front 

BY MELLIAH LANDER
ATLANTA - On behalf of Ms. Bates, 
we are excited to share the news of 
the arrival of her newborn daughter, 
Riley or as she is otherwise known, 
Westlake’s newest lion cub.

Miss Riley Alexandra Bates was 
born on Wednesday, July 22nd and 
weighed 7 lbs and 11 oz. 

 Riley is healthy, strong, and very 
easygoing according to Ms. Bates, who 
assured us that there is no sibling ri-
valry at the house.

“My eldest daughter Anna is ob-
sessed with Riley,” Ms. Bates added. 

Despite the bliss of her new child, 
Ms. Bates still finds herself thinking 
about Westlake at the beginning of the 
school year.

“I really appreciate the opportunity 
to be at home with my new baby, but I 
really miss the work at Westlake,” Ms. 
Bates explained.

“Even though I am not supposed 
to, I have been talking to the staff and 
my bosses to ensure all is well. I have 
even snuck a peak from home on our 
new camera system,” Ms. Bates admit-
ted.

“I am so proud of our students and 

staff. They are doing an excellent job 
this school year. The first thing I will 
do when I am back is camp out in 
various classrooms to catch up with 
students and what they have been 
learning.”

The student body is excited to 
have Ms. Bates back  in late Septem-
ber and to meet little Miss Riley, who 
will hopefully attend Westlake as its 
youngest freshmen ever.
 According to Ms. Bates, Riley 
has no disciplinary infractions and is 
always on time to class. 

office secretary, could be.   
The halls rang with 

her distinctive “GOOD 
MORNING, WESTLAKE,” 
which broke the commo-
tion in many homerooms 
and sounded almost like 
a morning radio DJ dig-
ging deeply from her 
diaphragm to wake up 
listeners.

Freshmen, jarred 
by her energy, turned 
upward toward the in-
tercom  as the assistant 
principals took turns ex-
plaining the procedures 
for the day, which were 
all new to ninth graders.

Next, returning stu-
dents had a chance to 
be surprised when the 
students selected to read 
the morning announce-
ments each day for the 
rest of the year intro-
duced themselves.

“HoodMorning, this 
is Taylar Warren,” began 
one crisp and chipper 
senior student. 

“And this is Patrick 
Burke,” finished her 
equally professional sen-
ior co-host.   

Taylar and Patrick 
have replaced Gabri 
Mays and Peter Wilborn, 
the hosts from last year, 
who have graduated and 
gone on to college. 

Taylar later described 
reading the announce-
ments as “a bit nerve 
racking.”

“There are so many 
adults in the room, and I 
feel as if they’ll judge me 
if I make any errors,” ex-
plained Taylar.

“Other than that, it 
makes me proud be-
cause everyone will 
eventually begin to rec-

ognize and love my 
voice,” Taylar added, 
beaming with pride.

Despite the thrills of 
making the first day an-
nouncements, Taylar 
clearly recognized the 
responsibility she and 
Patrick have been given 
to start the day off right.

“I want to set the bar 
so high that anyone who 
comes after us will have 
their work cut out for 
them,” Taylar continued 
in a serious tone. 

After Taylar and Pat-
rick finished their an-
nouncements, Ms. Miller, 
Westlake’s interim prin-
cipal while Ms. Bates is 
out on maternity leave, 
introduced herself to 
students, explaining that 
she was excited to tem-
porarily join the West-
lake faculty and staff.

MS. MILLER JOINS WESTLAKE 
AS INTERIM PRINCIPAL

 
ATLANTA - While Ms. 
Bates is on maternity 
leave, veteran princi-
pal Ms. Miller will join 
Westlake High School as 
interim principal until 
September.

Ms. Miller was princi-
pal of Camp Creek Mid-
dle School for 20 years  
and  has served as interim  
principal at several local  

Ms. Miller has  worked 
for Fulton Schools for 
years and is quite famil-
iar with the Westlake 
community via its feeder 
schools, including Camp 
Creek Middle School, 
where she was principal 
for 20 years.

Since retiring in 2010, 
her impressive tenure in-
cludes serving as interim 
principal at Stonewall 
Tell Elementary, Sand-
town Middle, Seaborn 
Lee Elementary, Har-
riet Tubman Elementary, 
Feldwood Elementary, 
and C. H. Gulatt Elemen-
tary. 

During pre-planning, 
Ms. Miller  often com-
mented to faculty and 
staff about how much 
she enjoys seeing stu-
dents in high school 
that she knew in middle 

school, as well as seeing 
familiar faces in the fac-
ulty and staff.

She was not alone, 
as evidenced by Chris 
Jenkins, a student who 
recognized her from an-
other school, 

“She is nice and al-
ready feels like a mother-
ly figure,” reported Chris.

On the first day, West-
lake might have had new 
voices on the announce-
ments, but over all, the 
first day was what stu-
dents and teachers have 
come to expect of West-
lake.

“Today seems like an-
other good first day, just 
like last year,” explained 
Algebra teacher Ms. 
Whatley. 

“What else would you 
expect from a tradition 
as strong as Westlake’s?” 

Minnie Miller, Interim Principal

Riley Alexandra Bates



BY ESTELLA COOK
ATLANTA - Thank you for a wonderful first week 
of school! Faculty and staff were excited to welcome 
you back from summer break. Students adjusted 
well to the new schedule and to finding their classes.

Here are a few reminders and updates:

1. Doors open at 7:45 AM for students. Please do 
not drop students off before this time, as there is no 
staff supervision until that time.

2. Upon arrival, students will report to either the 
Cafeteria or Main Gymnasium until 8:05 AM.

3. After 8:05 AM, students may visit their lock-
ers and report to their first class of the day. Students 
who report after 8:20 AM will be marked Tardy to 
school.

4. As schedule changes are made, an updated 
schedule will be delivered to students in their class. 
Students are to follow their schedule as printed.

5. This week, students will have class meetings 
during school to address academic and behaviour-
al expectations and other information pertinent to 
their grade level.

6. Dismissal is at 3:30 PM. All students should ei-
ther ride their respective buses or leave school via 
personal automobile no later than 4:00 PM.

7. Students who drive to school must have a Park-
ing Pass or risk having their vehicle towed.

 

ADMINISTRATOR’S CORNER

BY JAMAR ROBINSON 
ATLANTA -At the begin-
ning of the school year, 
all students could use a 
review of the tardy poli-
cy. Here is what you need 
to know.

SUMMARY
All students are ex-

pected to be in class on 
time. All hallways and 
student areas will be 
swept once the bell rings 
to ensure that students 
are in class on time. 

Once the bell rings, a 
student who is not in the 
classroom is tardy. Tardy 
students will be allowed 
into class after being 
marked tardy by their 
teacher.

Students who do not 
report to class within the 
first ten minutes will be 
considered skipping.

Teachers will not ac-
cept students into the 
classroom after ten min-
utes. 

Instead, students ten 
or more minutes late will 
report to room 307 to re-
ceive an immediate dis-
cipline consequence.

CONSEQUENCES 
Frequent tardies will 

result in progressive 
discipline per the tardy 
guidelines outlined in 
the student handbook.

CHICK-FIL-A LEADERSHIP ACADEMY INSPIRES WESTLAKE

BY STAFF
ATLANTA - Chick-Fil-A 
has done much to help 
the stomachs of Atlanta 
residents, but the fast 
food restuarant is work-
ing hard through its 
Leadership Academy to 
impact the hearts and 
minds of students as well. 

The Chick-Fil-A Lead-
ership Academy has se-
lected 30 student leaders 
at Westlake High School 
to lead a group of 100 un-
derclassmen in seminars 
geared toward learning 
leadership skills. 

The premise of the 
program is that high 
school students desire an 
outlet to learn and lead 
so they should have an 
oppertunity to take own-
ership over that leader-
ship. 

“As Chick-Fil-A, we 
feel responsible for hav-
ing an impact on these 
students who will be the 
future leaders of our 
country,” said Jessica 

1-3 Tardies = Warning. 
Teacher will contact par-
ent.

4 Tardies = Tuesday De-
tention. Teacher/Admin-
istrator will contact par-
ent.
 
6 Tardies = Tuesday and 
Thursday Detention. 
Teacher / Administrator 
will contact parent.

8 Tardies = Saturday 
Detention. Teacher / Ad-
ministrator will contact 
parent. Saturday Deten-
tion will be assigned and 
a tardy contract imple-
mented with parent

10+ Tardies = Adminis-
tration will review / re-
vise the tardy contract 
and ISS will be assigned.

 
EXPECTATIONS 

Students will attend all 
classes on time. 

Students will follow 
the tardy protocol im-
plemented in each class-
room. 

Students will report to 
307 and then to class in a 
timely fashion. 

Students will report 
to and accept all disci-
pline consequences as 
assigned. 

Students will reduce 
the number of tardy in-
fractions per 9 week pe-
riod.

MR. ROBINSON REVIEWS WESTLAKE’S TARDY POLICY

NEWS AND HIGHLIGHTS

BY ESTELLA COOK 
ATLANTA - Below you will find the must-read sto-
ries of the week.

  
1.  New Phone Numbers
(470) 254-6400 (MAIN) 
(470) 254-6410 (FAX)
All Fulton schools will have the same area code. Our 
old number will reroute you to the new number until 
August 30, 2015.

2.  School Office Hours
Normal school office hours resumed on August 4, 
2015. The Main Office and Student Services are open 
Monday - Friday, 7:45 AM – 4:15 PM.

3.  After-School Activities
There are no sweep buses this week. Students stay-
ing after school for athletic practices must provide 
their own transportation and must leave campus 
when practice is over. Coaches will remain with 
student athletes until picked up, and will address 
instances of students being picked up late.

4.  Communication Guide
Please see the Communication Guide on the school 
website to assist you with connecting with the proper 
staff members to meet your needs and answer ques-
tions: http://school.fultonschools.org/hs/westlake/
Pages/ContactUs.aspx

5. Fulton County Schools 2015-2016 Student Code 
of Conduct & Discipline Handbook
Please review and save the updated 2015-2016 Stu-
dent Code of Conduct & Discipline Handbook: http://
www.fultonschools.org/en/divisions/acd/supports-
erv/Pages/StudentDiscipline.aspx

It is important that you review and discuss the 
content of the Code of Conduct with your child(ren). 
Teachers reviewed the Code of Conduct with stu-
dents during Homeroom last week. Students also 
took a Discipline Test to ensure they understood the 
content of the handbook.

Please click the link below to review and submit the 
required Acknowledgement of Electronic Receipt 
Form: English Handbook:  https://www3.fulton-
schools.org/codeconduct
Spanish Handbook:  https://www3.fultonschools.org/
codeconduct/home/indexspa

6. Access to Home Access Center (HAC)
If you have had difficulty getting in to Home Access 
Center, please note the following:

· The @ fcs.org extension is no longer needed; You 
just need to enter your parent ID.
· All schools have HAC turned on. 
· The HAC page is here: http://www.fultonschools.
org/en/sp/Pages/default.aspx    
·  There is a Password Reset utility on the page above 
along with instructions, if needed.

7. Westlake HS PTSA: Facebook and Online Mem-
bership
Be sure to check out the new Facebook page of West-
lake HS PTSA! Stay abreast of upcoming events, ways 
to be involved, and opportunities for supporting the 
students and staff of your child’s school: https://www.
facebook.com/westlakehsptsa

You can now join PTSA and pay your membership 
online: http://school.fultonschools.org/hs/westlake/
Pages/PTSA.aspx

Purser, a representative 
of Chick-Fil-A.

Most programs trans-
fer information about 
leadership through 
speakers, seminars, or 
books, so students aquire 
short-term motivation 
but develop long-term 
frustration without an 
outlet for action. 

Instead, Chick-fil-A 
Leader Academy engag-
es students in monthly 
Leader Labs with a focus 
on important leadership 
skills that they will use to 
create student-led Com-
munity Impact Projects.

The seven lab titles 

are Vision and Values 
(October), Servant Lead-
ership Lab (November),  
Teamwork Lab (Decem-
ber), Innovation Lab 
(January), Communica-
tion Lab (Febraury), Im-
pact Lab (March), and 
Next Lab (April).

Two Westlake staff 
members involved in the 
program attested to the 
enthusiasm that the labs 
develop.

“I couldn’t wait to get 
on the phone and tell my 
best friend about this lab,” 
explained AP US History 
teacher Ms. D’Agostino. 

“When I realized how 
excited I was, and when 
I saw my kids grasp onto 
it, I thought, ‘We’re onto 
something good.’”

Ms. Burke, profes-
sional assistant to Ms. 
Bates, further explained 
the impact of the Leader-
ship Academy.

“Being able to be a 
part of that and helping 
me to bring my dreams 

to reality. That’s what it’s 
all about. It has inspired 
me to be even greater, to 
be a leader, to set the ex-
ample, and to let my stu-
dents know that no is not 
acceptable. If you dream 
it, you can do it,” said Ms. 
Burke.

Both teachers were 
featured in a promotion-
al video for the program, 
in which Ms. D’Agostino 
told how the Leadership 
Academy clarified her 
role in the classroom.

“I’m not just here to 
teach AP US History. I’m 
here to teach students 
how to be leaders,” ex-
plained Ms. D’Agostino.

Applications for this 
year’s Chick-Fil-A Lead-
ership Academy have 
been collected, but if you 
would like to learn more 
about it, please contact 
Ms. Burke by calling or 
visiting the front office 
during business hours..

MS. COOK EXPLAINS SCHOOL PROCEDURES
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MEDIA CENTER’S CORNER

STUDENT SERVICES’ CORNER

COUNSELOR’S CORNER

BY MARISSA LYMON
ATLANTA - Westlake’s 
newest Media Center 
Specialist is a familiar 
face for those who have 
long been part of the 
Westlake Community.

Tamara Forrest, a 
former English teach-
er, spent ten years as a 
lion, and after a hiatus 
of a few years, she has 
returned to tend to our 
well-loved books in the 
Media Center.

To learn more about 
Ms. Forrest, please read 
the following interview 
conducted by student 
Marissa Lymon.

 
What was your job last 
time you worked here?

l was an English 
teacher. I taught ninth, 
tenth, and eleventh 
grade English. I worked 
here for ten years.

 
What’s different about 
Westlake now and 
when you were last 
here?

There is a lot more 
diversity. The students 
are a lot more focused in 
their classes. There is a 
lot more respect for staff 
as well as other students. 

I like the cohesive-
ness of the administra-
tion and the actual vis-
ibility of the staff in the 
hallways. That has an 
impact on a lot of the be-
haviour.

 
What made you want to 
be a media specialist?

As a classroom teach-
er, I thought about ad-
ministration, I thought 
about counselling, but 
none of that incorporat-
ed literature.

The love of reading is 
important because it is 
my passion. Media was 
the perfect fit for a seg-
way from the classroom 
into reading .

There’s a direct con-
nection between the two, 
and it also gives me the 
opportunity now to in-
corporate technology and 
show students how they 
can use their cellphones 
in an educational way- 
 
What is the process 
of becoming a Media 
Center Specialist?

You have to have 
classroom experience. 
After that, you have to 
obtain a master’s de-
gree in either school li-
brary science or media. 
 
How do you think you 
can get more students 
into the media center?

It’s about letting the 
students know that it 
doesn’t have to be a hush 
environment, It can be 
a fun environment, and 
actually having students 
engaged in different 
things that can transpire 
in the media center. 

I actually want to 
start a media game day, 
especially with computer 
science week. We could 
have the students come 
in and play games during 
their lunch period.

I would like to, with 
of course administrative 
permission, have a latte 
day, where you can actu-
ally come in with coffee, 
lattes, or hot chocolate.

The point is that stu-
dents can do more things 
in the media center than 
just read books. 

ATLANTA - The 2015-
16 school year is off to 
an amazing start for the 
counselling staff! 

We have scheduled 
over 2100 students with 
260 new lions.  Due to 
this volume, as well as 
the district wide diffi-
culties with our student 
information system, we 
have experienced ex-
treme delays in schedul-
ing our students. 

However, in spite of 
the technical issues, all 
students are now sched-
uled and assigned to 
classes.

We are here to work 
with you and provide 
your student and family 
with all of your gradua-
tion requirement needs 
while here in high school 
as well as getting you 
ready for life after high 
school with college and 
career planning.  

WHS VETERAN RETURNS AS MEDIA CENTER SPECIALIST SCHEDULE CHANGE WINDOW

You can actually sit 
down and talk. There is 
seating areas for students 
to actually sit down and 
just have discussions.

 
What’s your favorite 
book and book genre?

l enjoy reading books 
that deal with historical 
fiction. I enjoy books that 
deal with the Antebellum 
South and the slavery as-
pect. My favorite author 
is J. California Cooper. 
My favorite book is The 
Autobiography of an Ex-
Colored Man.

 
What made you come 
back to Westlake?

l live in the commu-
nity, This is my commu-
nity, and I loved Westlake 
while I was here.

The only reason I left 
was to get a position as 
a media specialist so I 
could get that experience. 
When the position came 
available, I jumped on it 
immediately because I 
wanted to come back and 
 
 

show students how they 
can still have a passion 
for reading that extends 
beyond the classroom. 
 
How important do you 
think reading is?

Reading can open up 
avenues for you in any 
arena. I know as a child, I 
had a vivid imagination.

My imagination took 
me places that I could 
only dream about going. 
I became a part of the 
characters, so reading is 
extremely important to 
me. 

For students, it can 
broaden your vocabu-
lary, especially when you 
take the time to look up 
the words and see what 
they mean in context. 

I just have a love for 
reading, and I know that 
there are times that we 
have to read for academ-
ics, but you also need to 
take time to read books 
that you enjoy reading 
just for pleasure.

Right now, we are 
working diligently to 
process your schedule 
change requests, and for 
this reason, we currently 
have limited access to 
email and phone mes-
sages.  

We will process 
schedule changes within 
the first 10 days of school 
in the order in which 
they were received. 

Please note that many 
of our popular electives 
are at capacity, and we 
cannot exceed the dis-
trict and state mandated 
class size limits. 

Please be patient and 
assured that we have re-
ceived your request for 
changes. 

Thank you in advance 
for your patience and un-
derstanding.

Dedicated and yours, 
Westlake Counselling 
Department

ATLANTA- On May 20, 
2016, senior  students 
will be closing this chap-
ter on their high school 
career. 

Congratulations to all 
the senior students and 
parents of senior stu-
dents who have almost 
made it to the graduation 
milestone.

CHECKING SENIOR STATUS
Counsellors will begin 

senior status checks im-
mediately following the 
schedule change window 
so we can inform you of 
your student’s specific 
status.

Thank you in advance 
for your patience and un-
derstanding.

9th Grade (A - Z): Antonio Grissom,  
grissom@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400 x46429 
 
10th – 12th (A – E):  Anthony Decosta,  
decosta@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400 x46434 
 
10th – 12th (E – K): Beatrice Ford,  
fordb@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400 x46482 
 
10th - 12th (L – Q): Shelia Reese-Jackson (Head),   
reeses@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400 x46433

 
10th - 12th (R – Z): Dawn Perry, 
perrydb@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400 x46432 

Professional Assisstant: Jeanine Griswold, 
griswoldj@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400

CONTACTING COUNSELORS

Tamara Forrest, Media Center Specialist

Student Services Administration

Curriculum Assistant Principal: Cecelia Johnson,
johnsonc5@fultonschools.org

Administrative Assistant: Candice Hickman,  
hickmanc@fultonschools.org

Student Support Staff

College and Career Advisor: Steven Johnson 
johnsons16@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400 x46462

504 Coordinator and 
Graduation Coach: Twanda Harrison, 
harrisont1@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400 x46428

Instructional Support Teacher: Jennifer Swint, 
swint@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400 x46444

     
SEC Department Chair: Andrea Freeman,  
freemana1@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400 x46444

Data Specialist: Jan McLemore,  
mclemorej@fultonschools.org
 
Back Up Data Specialist: Mesi Spencer,
spencerm@fultonschools.org 

Records Clerk: Jenna Earwood,
earwoodj@fultonschools.org

Professional Assisstant: Jeanine Griswold, 
griswoldj@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400

School Social Worker: Willette Stephens,  
stephensw@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400 x46483
 
School Psychologist: Judith Perkins 
perkinsj@fultonschools.org 
 
School Psychologist: Elizabeth Scott, 
scottea@fultonschools.org

ATLANTA- As the year 
advances, you may find 
yourself in need of con-
tacing one of Westlake’s 
counselors.

When that happens, 
we want to make sure 
that you know the correct 
number and can quickly 
get in touch with the per-
son who can best help 
your student.

Below, you will find a 
list of useful contacts for 

the counselors.
If you need to set up 

a parent-teacher con-
ference, we can set up a 
conference with all your 
student’s teachers if you 
contact the Student Ser-
vices office. 

Please either call the 
school at (404) 346-6400 
and request Student Ser-
vices or email Jeanine 
Griswold at the email ad-
dress posted below.

CONTACTING STUDENT SUPPORT STAFF
Please use the following numbers to contact the school in times of need.
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CALENDAR OF SCHOOL EVENTS

Auditions for Dream Girls.................................. 8/25 
DATE: Tuesday 8/25 
PLACE: Chorus Room @ 3:30pm to 6:00pm 
INFO: Students will have an opportunity to audition 
for the hit musical Dream Girls as invisioned by the 
Westlake chorus.

 
1st Band Booster Parent Meeting................. 8/27 
DATE: Thursday 8/27 
PLACE: Band Room @ 6:00pm to 7:00pm 
INFO: Parents associated with the band’s booster 
club will attend the first meeting of the year 

 
Cast Announced for Dream Girls..................... 9/3 
DATE: Thursday 9/3 
PLACE: Auditorium Lobby @ 1:00pm 
INFO: The cast list will be posted for the hit musical 

Dream Girls as invisioned by the Westlake chorus 
 
 
Magnet College Admissions ......9/12, 9/19, 9/26 
Essay Writing Boot Camp 
DATE: Saturday 9/12, Saturday 9/19, Saturday 9/26 
PLACE: Westlake High School @ 9am to 1pm 
INFO: This is a series of free workshops to assist 
12th grade Magnet students with crafting a winning 
admissions essay. Students will receive guidance 
from the intial brainstorm to the final draft. As this 
is a “lock-in” event, students must bring their own 
lunch, as well as their own snacks and waters. 

 
 

Science National Honor Society .................... 9/21 

Fall Induction 
DATE: Monday 9/21 
PLACE: Auditorium @ 6pm to 7pm 
 
 

PSAT/NMSQT Administration.........................10/14 
DATE: Wednesday 10/14 
PLACE: Westlake High School (During School) 
INFO: Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test / Na-
tional Merit Scholarship Qualifiying Test. Free test 
prep is available through Khan Academy (www.
khanacademy.org). For the new version of this 
test, which goes  into effect with the October 2015 
administration, choose “New SAT” (starting March 
2016) from the test prep tab.  
 
 

Westlake Professional..................10/30, 11/30, 1/6 

Development Day 
DATE: Friday 10/30, Monday 11/30, Wednesday 1/6 
PLACE: (Students Do Not Report to School)
 
 

Westlake High School Graduation..............5/20 
DATE: Friday 5/20  
PLACE: Georgia Dome @ 7:00pm

ACADEMICS

3 Parent Representatives:  
      Chris Lennon  
      Keisha Minter,  
      Christel Jackson
2 Teachers:  
      Yoshana Jones,  
      OPEN
2 Community:  
      Suzanne Wilborn,  
      Rhonda Hudson
2 School Employees:        
      Chantrise Sims Holliman,  
      Estella B. Cook

FY16 SGC Meeting Calendar 
(Location: Westlake HS Media Center)

9/15/15                Tuesday, 4:30 PM – 5:30 PM
10/27/15              Tuesday, 4:30 PM – 5:30 PM
12/01/15              Tuesday, 4:30 PM – 5:30 PM
1/26/15                Tuesday, 4:30 PM – 5:30 PM
2/23/15                Tuesday, 4:30 PM – 5:30 PM
3/22/15                Tuesday, 4:30 PM – 5:30 PM
5/10/15                Tuesday, 4:30 PM – 5:30 PM

SCHOOL GOVERNANCE COUNCIL ANNOUNCED

FINE ARTS

MONDAY 8/24 Nicholas Boines volunteered his time 
during the first week of school by being a great em-
bassador and walking students to class (nominated 
by Ms. Swint).

TUESDAY 8/25 Marissa Lymon amassed over 80 
hours of community service last year and is an out-
standing example of what it means to serve (nomi-
nated by her JROTC instructors).

WEDNESDAY 8/26 Danielle Patterson and Malikatu 
Kargbo have hit the ground running with Fashion 
Club, which drew a large crowd to its first meeting 
(nominated by Mr. Billups).

THURSDAY 8/27 Melliah Lander was caught excer-
cising a random act of kindness by holding open the 
door for underclassmen on a particularly busy morn-
ing (nominated by Mr. Barker).

FRIDAY 8/28 Tanzania Scott has been busted dedi-
cating herself to hard work the first week of school, 
even on her pretests (nominated by Ms. Armstead).

STUDENTS OF THE DAY STUDENTS OF THE WEEK
Next week, Pride will begin to spotlight students for 

their spectacular academic work in different depart-
ments. Be sure to be one of the students spotlighted 
for academic success!

MATH

9th - TBD

10th - TBD

11th - TBD

12th - TBD

SCIENCE

9th - TBD 

10th - TBD 

11th - TBD 

12th - TBD
 

ENGLISH 

9th -TBD

10th - TBD

11th - TBD

12th - TBD

SOCIAL STUDIES

9th - TBD 

10th - TBD 

11th - TBD 

12th - TBD

BY STAFF
ATLANTA - Dreamgirls, 
the hit Broadway musical 
and runaway movie suc-
cess about the Motown 
music industry is coming 
to Westlake High School.

Auditions will be held 
through the Chorus De-
partment on Tuesday 
August 25th, and the cast 
list should be announced 
on Thursday September 
3rd. 

Students audition-
ing for the roles made 
famous by Jennifer Hud-
son, Beyonce, Jamie Foxx, 

and Charlie Murphy ex-
pressed excitement as 
well as nervousness.

“It will be fun be-
cause Dreamgirls is a 
nice movie. I’m kind of 
nervous because I know 
a lot of people can sing 
good, and there are a 
lot of good actors in the 
school,” commented Te-
Hura Sunni-Ali.

Other auditioners 
downplayed their nerves 
and instead showed 
reckless bravado in their 
auditioning skills.

“I’m Beyonce reincar-

nated, just a little young-
er,” explained Malaikatu 
Kargbo.

Regardless of wheth-
er or not Malaikatu is a 
new Beyonce, the student 
body is excited to see the 
musical, which  most fa-
mously netted Jennifer 
Hudson her Oscar for 
Best Supporting Actress 
largely for the song “And 
I’m Telling You I’m Not 
Going.”

“Dreamgirls is an 
original, and seeing it at 
Westlake would be fan-
tastic!” commented Eb-

yaan Dougsiyeh.
Justice Marshall, an 

auditoner and a Deena 
hopeful, voiced the op-
pertunity to re-create a 
much-loved musical per-
fectly.

“The good thing about 
musicals is that when 
people do it over and 
over and over again, you 
have a chance to make 
it your own. The role is 
no longer Beyonce’s. It is 
Westlake’s.”

BY STAFF
ATLANTA - The year has 
just begun, but West-
lake’s Orchestra has al-
ready acheived recog-
nition from Kennesaw 
State University, which 
has granted us accept-
ance to the KSU Orches-
tra Invitational.

According to its web-
site, the KSU Orchestra 
Invitational is a unique 
event that offers high 
school and advanced 
middle school orchestras 

the opportunity to expe-
rience performing in one 
of the finest concert halls 
in Georgia, The Bailey 
Performance Center. 

Ensembles will be 
critiqued in a non-com-
petitive format and given 
feedback from KSU fac-
ulty. 

Ensembles will also 
have a short clinic with 
a nationally-recognized 
guest clinician and re-
ceive a professional au-
dio recording of their 

performance.
Our featured adjudi-

cator and clinician will 
be will be Dr. David Ec-
cles from the Vander-
cook College of Music in 
Chicago, Illinois.

Mr. Eccles has served 
as a guest conductor for 
various state, county, re-
gional, and community 
orchestras and is also 
a clinician for the Hal 
Leonard Corporation

Ms. Grimes was re-
ported to be thrilled for 

the opportunity to go 
to the invitational and 
schow other schools the 
strength of Westlake’s 
program. 

The 2015 KSU Or-
chestra Invitational will 
be held on Friday, No-
vember 6 and Saturday, 
November 7, 2015. 

Please contact Ms. 
Grimes for further infor-
mation. 

ORCHESTRA WINS SPOT IN KSU INVITATIONAL

AUDITIONS FOR DREAM GIRLS APPROACHES
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Varsity Volleyball vs. North Springs.............. 8/24 
DATE: Monday 8/24  
PLACE: North Springs High School @ 5:30pm

 
JV Volleyball vs. North Springs........................ 8/24 
DATE: Monday 8/24  
PLACE: North Springs High School @ 5:00pm

 
Softball vs. Osborne............................................. 8/26 
DATE: Wednesday 8/26  
PLACE: Osborne High School @ 5:30pm

Varsity Volleyball vs. Chamblee...................... 8/27 
DATE: Thursday 8/27  
PLACE: Chamblee High School @ 5:00pm

 
JV Football vs. Lovejoy......................................... 8/27 
DATE: Thursday 8/27 
PLACE: Westlake Stadium @ 5:30pm

 
Varsity Football vs. Banneker........................... 8/28 
DATE: Friday 8/28  
PLACE: Banneker High School @ 7:30pm

 
Varsity Volleyball @ Centennial ..................... 8/29 

Tournament 
DATE: Saturday 8/29  
PLACE: Centennial High School @ TBD

Softball @ Stephenson Round Robin.......... 8/29 
DATE: Saturday 8/29  
PLACE: Stephenson High School @ TBD

 
Cross Country @ Westlake................................... 9/1 
DATE: Tuesday 9/1  
PLACE: Westlake Field @ 5:30pm

 
Softball vs. Rockdale JV......................................... 9/2 
DATE: Wednesday 9/2  
PLACE: Westlake Softball Field @ 5:45pm

 
JV Volleyball vs. Banneker.................................... 9/3 
DATE: Thursday 9/3  
PLACE: Banneker High School @ TDB 

 
Varsity Volleyball vs. Creekside......................... 9/3 
DATE: Thursday 9/3  
PLACE: Westlake Gym @ 5:00pm

 

Softball vs. Langston Hughes............................ 9/3 
DATE: Thursday 9/3  
PLACE: Langston Hughes High School @ 5:30pm 

 
Cast Announced for Dream Girls..................... 9/3 
DATE: Thursday 9/3 
PLACE: Auditorium Lobby @ 1:00pm 
INFO: The cast list will be posted for the hit musical 
Dream Girls as invisioned by the Westlake chorus 

 
JV Football vs. Grady................................................9/3 
DATE: Thursday 9/3 
PLACE: Westlake Stadium @ 6:00pm 
 
 

Varsity Football vs. Shiloh......................................9/4 
DATE: Friday 9/4  
PLACE: Shiloh High School @ 7:30pm 
 
 

Cross Country @ Starrs Mill................................. 9/5 
DATE: Saturday 9/5  

PLACE: Starrs Mill High School @ 8:00am 
 
 

CALENDAR OF SPORTING EVENTS ATHLETICS

TWO WHS GOLFERS EARN SPOTS AT PEBBLE BEACH 

VOLLEYBALL UPERCLASSMEN SHARE THEIR MEMORIES

SOFTBALL PLAYER DESCRIBES A DAY ON THE DIAMOND

BY STAFF
ATLANTA - Two West-
lake golfers, Aubrey 
Graves and Najae But-
ler, will have the honor 
of participating in the 
Nature Valley First Tee 
Open in Pebble Beach, 
CA.
  Aubrey and Najae will 
spend five days between 
September 22nd and 
27th on the course that is 
often referred to the one 
of the most famous in the 
sport of golf.
    The junior tournament 
is prestigious enough to 
have a PGA tournament 
the following week with 
the same name, so the 
juniors and the pros will 
play on the same course 
over a two week span.
   Only 81 golfers across 
the United States have 
been invited to this tour-
nament, 7 of which are 
Georgians, so the fact 
that Aubrey and Najae 

have been selected is a 
tremendous victory for 
Westlake’s athletics.
     It should be no sur-
prise though that they 
were selected for such an 
impressive program.
      Aubrey is a senior who 
has had tremendous suc-
cess as a golfer through 
the First Tee of East Lake 
program.
    Najae, who trains with 
First Tee of Atlanta, is a 
junior who has already 

won two individual re-
gion championships 
and finished in the 
top ten individually in 
the State Tournament. 
  Together, these players 
led Westlake’s Golf Team 
to second place in the Re-
gion Tournament.
     “I believe these players 
deserve some recogni-
tion throughout the com-
munity,” said Coach King.  
     Coach King is proud 
of his golfers and 

wants to get the word 
out about their mas-
sive accomplishments.  
   “I want to explore av-
enues that will provide 
recognition for the play-
ers throughout the com-
munitym such as news-
paper, TV, and webpages 
to show how much we 
appreciate the players 
hard work and dedica-
tion to the game of golf, 
Westlake Golf, and West-
lake High School.”

The golf course in Pebble Beach, California

BY STAFF
ATLANTA - When the 
Westlake Volleyball team 
hits the court, they walk 
tall to the net, ready to 
show who they are. 
    Please enjoy this op-
pertunity to talk to 
Alexus Echols, Shay Ev-
ans,  Cameron Gibson, 
and Jezreel Young, four 
upperclassmen on this 
year’s team.

When did you realize 
that volleyball what 
you wanted to do?
Alexus Echols (#12): I 
realized volleyball was 
what I wanted to do, 
when volleyball was the 
only thing I could think 
about. 

Can you tell us a little 
about what you do on 
the volleyball court?
Shay Evans (#9): Be-
ing a libero the ground 
is your best friend. Not 
only am I responsible for 
digging but also getting 
a nice pass to the setter. 
Although my job sounds 
important each position 

and each player has that 
same level 

What qualities does it 
take to be a leader in a 
team sport?
Jezreel Young (#21): To 
be a leader in a team 
sport means to look at 
the sport in its entirety. 
Not just your position 
and your job but what it 
is everyone on the team 
is doing and what it is 
that you are doing that 
effects the team as a 
whole. Then after taking 
that in,  be YOUR BEST 
SELF in order to ensure 
your team as whole is its 
best self. 

Tell us about your first 
experience with vol-
leyball. (Ex: Were you 
successful? What im-
pressed you? Is there a 
story behind your first 
game or practice?
Jezreel Young (#21) My 
first experience with 
Westlake’s volleyball 
team, I would go home 
everyday upset because 
maybe my pass was off... 

waaaay off or maybe I 
missed a serve but at the 
end of it I can honestly 
say being that -rough- I 
have improved drastical-
ly The way the girls from 
the past season sup-
ported one another was 
absolutely impressive! 
 
Can you tell us a little 
about what you do on 
the volleyball court?
Cam Gibson (#3): Pray to 
god that we play smart 
and hard.

So far in your volleyball 
career, what has been 
your most memorable 
moment?
Shay Evans (#9): My first 
memorable moment was 
when we had to make 
a mile under ten min-
utes, and if we didn’t, we 
had to run bleachers in 
the scorching sun. Un-
fortunately, people like 
Jezreel had to run the 
bleachers. Alexus, she 
was the bleacher queen.  

When you think about 
your teammates, which 
qualities stand out 
about them?
Shay Evans (#9): When 
I think about each every 
one of my teammates, 
I am extremely elated 
that i have them apart 
of my life. Being new to 
this school as well as this 
team it means alot that 
they accepted me. These 
girls are the best and I 
couldn’t ask for a better 
group of girls to play vol-
leyball with.

What are your goals for 
this upcoming volley-
ball season?
Cam Gibson (#3): I have 
both goals for myself and 
for team. I want to be 
able to start games with-
out being nervous and 
stay that way the entire 
game. I would also like to 
perfect my playing abil-
ity. My goals for the team 
would probably be for 
us to be able to play as 
a team, win games,  and 
maybe, just maybe be-
come close. 

BY MARISSA LYMON
ATLANTA - Junior LeJae 
Husband has been a 
member of the Westlake 
softball team since her 
freshman year. 
    Ever since then, she 
has been a dedicated 
teammate who tries hard 
and plays to the best of 
her of her ability. 
      LeJae has been play-
ing softball since she was 
eight years old. Since 
then, she has been at-
tracted to the sport. 

     So when she came to 
Westlake, it wasn’t a new 
thing to her. She made 
varsity her freshman 
year. 
     “All the teammates get 
along with each other. 
We all really just act like 
friends,” described LeJae 
when asked about her re-
lationship with her team-
mates.
      A routine practice for 
them is when they put on 
their gear and run a lap 
around the field. They 

stretch for five to ten 
minutes, then they throw 
for ten to fifteen min-
utes.  
      “We get in our posi-
tions and start going over 
softball plays and rou-
tines. After that, we have 
batting practice. Then, 
we talk about next prac-
tice, and we’re done,” ex-
plained LeJae.
     On game day, they go 
into the locker room, get 
dressed, and head up the 
hill. 

     The team eats their 
pregame meal, which is 
usually Subway, Chick-
Fil-A, or Wendy’s. Then 
they wait for the other 
team for about twenty 
minutes. 
     Once the other team 
arrives, they start warm 
up. Finally, the game 
starts. Five to nine in-
nings later, the game is 
done. They walk across 
the field, tell the other 
team good game, and go 
home.
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BY STAFF
ATLANTA - This sum-
mer, 18 Westlake stu-
dents visited the country 
of Peru to help women in 
a rural village establish a 
business of their own.

These adventurous 
students became our 
own ambassadors to 
South America as they 
travelled the country for 
eight days.

According to trip 
sponsor Kathryn Bran-
nen, the most mean-
ingful moments came 
while the students were 
performing their service 
learning project, which 
was geared towards the 
advancement of women 
in the Sacred Valley of 
Peru.

“The kids really 
stepped up and showed 
what they were all about,” 
explained Ms. Brannen. 

The goal of the service 
learning project was to 
help female weavers and 

VOLUNTEERS BEAUTIFY SCHOOL’S ENTRANCE
The weekend before school began, volunteers that included students, custodians, teachers, and administrators worked in 
the summer’s heat to plant several perennials that will have a long lasting affect on the beauty of the school.

BY STAFF
ATLANTA - Before school 
even began, a team of 
volunteers that included 
students, custodians, 
teachers, and adminis-
trators rolled up their 
sleeves and performed 
a major overhaul of the 
school’s entrance.

Specifically, the vol-
unteers laid mulch, 
sculpted bushes to spell 
“WESTLAKE,” and plant-

ed nearly 50 plants, in-
cluding bushes and gar-
denias, a perennial that 
will bloom every year.

Custodians Lorenzo 
Davis, Jamarcus Car-
son, and George Carter 
were heavily involved in 
the work, but they were 
quick to point out the 
lead designer in the pro-
ject.

“Ms. Cook has green 
thumbs,” Mr. Davis ex-

plained. “She orchestrat-
ed everything from the 
beginning to the end. We 
had to make her go. I was 
like, ‘Ms. Cook, please go 
home.’”

It is no surprise that 
Mr. Davis was concerned

The work lasted ten 
hours on Saturday and 
seven hours on Sunday 
despite brutal heats that 
reached 94 degrees.

“It was real hot,” add-

ed Mr. Cason, placing 
emphasis to the word 
real. “I don’t even know 
what the heat index was.”

Ms. Cook and the 
custodians were aided 
by student volunteers as 
well as teachers includ-
ing Ms. Freeman, Ms. 
Lewis, and Major John-
son.

Mr. Davis had high 
praise for all the volun-
teers, but he stressed the 

spontaneity of one vol-
unteer’s help especially. 

“It’s funny because 
Major Johnson didn’t 
come to do the beautifi-
cation. He came here to 
do work and saw us out 
there and helped us. I 
mean that’s just the type 
of guy he is.”

Another act of kind-
ness, however, stood out 
most to Mr. Carson. 

“Ms. Cook bought 

everyone pizza. We were 
starving out there.”

Mr. Davis added that 
Mr. Carson could put 
away some pizza, a sen-
timent that Mr. Carson 
confirmed. 

The next time you 
walk into the front of the 
school, take a moment to 
look at the hard work of 
Westlake’s beautification 
team, and better yet, join 
next time for the pizza!

STUDENTS VISIT PERU FOR SERVICE LEARNING PROJECT
Students receive a trip of a lifetime when they visit the South American country of Peru for sight-seeing, service learning 
projects, and culture that you cannot find anywhere else in the world.

textile makers be respon-
sibly compensated for 
their hard work.

Currently, women in 
the Sacred Valley work 
hard and long hours only 
to be unable to sell their 
goods on their own. 

Middle-men will 
come into the village 
and buy  products for 
extremely cheap, , which 
means that the women 
will sell their goods well 
below market price.

The middle-men then 

mark up the price, re-
sale their products, and 
take all the profit while 
the women make little to 
none.

Basically, the middle-
men are taking advan-
tage of the situation and 
earning the profit while 
the women make none.

“The specific thing 
we did to help was to 
lay concrete for a future 
building,” Ms. Brannen 
elaborated. 

“Eventually, the wom-

en will be able to work 
in the building and have 
a storefront where peo-
ple will be able to come 
in and buy the products 
straight from the wom-
en,” Ms. Brannen contin-
ued.

Having an actual 
storefront will help the 
women sell their prod-
ucts for fair prices and 
cut out the middle-men.

After laying concrete, 
Westlake students were 
also able to play with the 

children of the village 
when they came home 
from school.

“They played games 
like duck, duck, goose 
with the children,” said 
Ms. Brannen, who was 
impressed by the matu-
rity and caring nature of 
her students.

For sight-seeing, stu-
dents visited the famed 
mountain city of Machu 
Picchu, which is among 
the greatest wonders of 
the world.

“I learned about Ma-
chu Picchu when I was in 
seventh grade, and that 
has been on my bucket 
list ever since then,” said 
Ms. Brannen.

When asked about 
the view of Machu Pic-
chu, Brannen responded, 
“I teared up. There’s no 
description. You have to 
go.” 

Because this service 
trip was such a wonder-
ful opportunity for West-

lake students, it would 
be a shame to leave the 
story here.

We are going to follow 
this story in subsequent 
newsletters, capturing 
the trip from different 
student perspectives.

If you are interested 
in travelling abroad or 
committing yourself to 
acts of service, we would 
like this to be an oppor-
tunity to see how it is 
done right.

Westlake High School  
has made a profound im-
pact in Peru, and hope-
fully this can be an inspi-
ration to make an impact 
in our more immediate 
community and beyond.

Next week, we will 
ask a student who trav-
elled to Peru for his expe-
rience, which might just 
include nearly falling off 
a mountain. 

Stay tuned for more 
from the trip to Peru!  

COMMUNITY SERVICE
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BY KIAURA KNOX 
ATLANTA - In general, 
there are millions of 
people in the world that 
lack basic knowledge 
about chronic diseases, 
such as Lupus, and how 
they affect the lives of 
those diagnosed with 
them. 

From personal 
experience, I know that 
it is human-nature to 
be most interested in 
the topics that apply 
directly to us. In fact, I 
am ashamed to admit 
that prior to my diag-
nosis eight months ago, 
I knew nothing about 
Systemic or Discoid 
Lupus. 

It’s almost impossi-
ble to convey in words 
the fear and anguish I 
felt every morning that 
I woke up lacking the 
proper knowledge of 
why my body was sud-
denly betraying me. 

In addition to the 
physical toll of my ill-
ness, the mental chal-
lenge of helping others 
understand a condition 
I had a limited grasp on 
myself was difficult. 

Contrary to com-
mon belief, it is im-
possible to accurately 
judge the severity of 
an individual’s chronic 
disease visually. 

Some of the big-
gest challenges I faced 
revolved around trying 

to persuade people that 
although I may put on 
a brave face or avoid 
voicing my complaints 
doesn’t mean that I am 
not fatigued or in pain. 

I also had to over-
come the guilt I felt 
about the limitations 
that came along with 
me being ill. 

Personally, I’m not 
one to vocally admit 
my struggles. I’d rather 
fix it on my own, but 
in order to manage it, 
I have to communicate 
with my doctors and 
family; otherwise, they 
won’t know. 

There is no way I 
would have made the 
proper progress with-
out my support system, 
specifically my mom. 

She is there day in 
and day out, making 
sure I take my medica-
tions and am feeling 
well enough to func-
tion. 

It is important to 
know that there are 
others in the world 
that, although they 
aren’t directly affected 
by the disease, care 
about the people who 
have Lupus. 

This is why public 
awareness whether in 
the form of walks or 
simply basic knowledge 
is vital to the advance-
ment of progress within 
chronic illnesses like 

LIVING WITH LUPUS WESTLAKE HOSTS LUPUS EVENT
BY JONATHAN  JOHNSON 
ATLANTA -  Westlake 
High School recently 
hosted  “Let’s Walk Away 
Lupus,” an event to raise 
awareness for those suf-
fering from Lupus, an 
auto-immune disorder.

The event was organ-
ized to  honor Chantrise 
Holliman, a teacher at 
Westlake with lupus and 
attracted approximately 
230 people. 

Most people know 
Ms. Holliman as a teach-
er but do not know about 
her struggle with Lupus 
disease. In fact, most 
people are generally un-
aware of Lupus Disease.

Although Ms. Holli-
man has Lupus Disease, 
she continues to perse-
vere through her jarring 
symptoms to continue 
her outstanding influ-
ence in and out of the 

classroom.
In addition, Mrs. Hol-

liman exercises through 
light walking and jogging 
ventures to lessen her 
symptoms. 

From there, the idea 
for “Let’s Walk Away Lu-
pus” originated, eventu-
ally evolving into my Ea-
gle Scout Service Project 
with Troop 2020. 

On August 1st, vari-

ous community groups 
rallied to walk away Lu-
pus Disease.

The event flowed ex-
cellently and I could not 
have anticipated the im-
mense amount of com-
munity support. 

After the walk, the 
community interacted 
with educational fair 
groups including the 
Georgia Chapter of the 

Lupus Association, , 
Grady Hospital, F’s to A’s 
Tutoring Services, B.E.E 
Club, Heels in Motion, 
and the Fulton County 
Sheriff’s Department.

This will not be the 
last event of this calibre. 
We are steadily working 
to continue projects. The 
community should ex-
pect more of these pro-
jects in the near future. 

BY CHANTRISE HOLLIMAN 
ATLANTA - When I arrived today, I was completely 
overwhelmed by the magnitude of the project.

When Jonathan first told me about the walk, I 
was confused, but the idea of raising awareness 
surrounding such an inconspicuous disease en-
couraged me. 

If you were to walk past a person with Lupus 
disease, you would most likely be unaware of their 
condition unless they told you. 

For example, I know five people in the audience 
who fight Lupus Disease with me every day. 

Now, this is especially difficult for African-
American woman, who are the majority of Lupus 
patients. 

Please get more information about Lupus Dis-
ease because there is no cure, it is hard to diagnose, 
and the complications are life threatening. 

More information can be found on “lupus.org.”
Thank you again for coming out to support the 

fight against Lupus Disease! Thank you Westlake 
community for loving me! 

TRANSCRIPT OF THE EVENT’S SPEECH

BY JENNIFER PAGE 
ATLANTA - It was better 
than I imagined! 

Cool air, clear minds, 
constant excitement all 
resonated when driving 
on Westlake’s campus 
August 1st. 

It was such an amaz-
ing feeling to be a part of 
the community service 
event spearheaded by 
Jonathan Johnson, a 
junior at Westlake High 

Jonathan to ensure the 
event took off “without a 
hitch.” 

I gladly became Jona-
than’s “personal assis-
tant” and made sure his 
vision came to light. 

It was a wonderful 
moment: one that hon-
ored a deserving teacher, 
Chantrise Holliman, and 
one that brought aware-
ness to an important 
cause—lupus.   

Lupus is more per-
vasive and more severe 
than people think, and 
the impact that Jona-
than made in bringing 
awareness to the issue is 
noteworthy and should 
be applauded.  

Jonathan showed 
each of us that we can 
make a difference in the 
world—no matter our 
age. 

It is our responsibil-

ity to be active, to be 
focused, and to inspire 
others. It is our responsi-
bility to act! 

I was inspired by 
Jonathan’s Eagle Scout 
community service 
event, “Let’s Walk Away 
Lupus.” 

His cause made me 
realize I can do more! 

I can make a differ-
ence.  

So can you. 

FORMER WHS TEACHER REACTS TO LUPUS WALK

BY ISIS PERKINS 
ATLANTA -Westlake 
recently held an aston-
ishing Lupus Walk. 

The walk was organ-
ized and put together by 
our Student Government 
Association Vice-Presi-
dent Johnathan Johnson. 

To see such a big 
crowd come out to 

support an everyday 
illness was a moment to 
emulate. 

Standing before Mrs. 
Chantrise Holliman and 
others who suffer from 
this disease was a very 
emotional experience. 

She explained that 
this disease can’t be 
shown physically but 

causes severe pain to 
many African American 
women. 

To take part in the 
walk felt great. 

I met new people and 
even learned a few yoga 
moves. 

The Lupas walk was 
all around amazing and 
such a great experience. 

COMMUNITY SERVICE

School. 
One could feel the 

excitement and positive 
energy. 

Students were ea-
gerly awaiting instruc-
tion on what they should 
do while Jonathan busily 
moved around to share 
volunteer duties. 

Plans had been made 
for food trucks, music, 
health fair display, and 

more.  There was a 
Zumba session in the 
works led by Gramisha 
Hernandez, drumline 
performances, eagle 
scout assistance, and a 
walk/run event.  

My initial role was 
to help with advertising 
and PR before the event; 
but when I arrived, I 
knew I could do more. 

I could be of greater 
service by working with 

SGA PROUD OF EVENT LEARN ABOUT LUPUS
BY STAFF 
ATLANTA -Westlake 
students recently have 
learned much about 
Lupus, an anti-immune 
disorder that rarely 
grabs the national spot-
light, but can you rec-
ognize different logos of 
organizations that help 
those with Lupus?

Read the thoughts and comments of a former Westlake teacher who returned to help with “Walk Away Lupus”
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BY STAFF
ATLANTA - If seniors have not already gotten yearbook pictures taken, then they will need to immediately get them taken. Below, you can find answers to the most 
frequently asked questions about yearbook photos. If you have any additional questions you can contact Ms. Woods at woods@fultonschools.org, or you can check out 
our Seniors FAQ page. 

WHO IS CADY STUDIOS?

We are your schools official senior photographer! We hold 
a Junior Meeting at every school before our studios open to 
meet with the rising seniors to talk about the Cady Studios 
senior portrait experience. Cady Studios must photograph 
each student in order to appear in the yearbook. 

SENIOR ANNOUNCEMENTS

WHAT IS A SESSION? 

“Session” simply refers to your photo shoot at Cady Studios. 
Each session is a scheduled appointment time to be photo-
graphed on your chosen scenes. All sessions include year-
book, cap and gown, and a casual scene. 

HOW MUCH ARE THE SESSION FEES?

Sessions start at $25, which includes your yearbook and cap 
and gown portraits, and one additional indoor scene of your 
choice.  Elite Sessions range in price and can include an all-
out private photography experience including twelve loca-
tions and hair and makeup styling. Then, of course, there 

HOW DO I BOOK MY SESSION? 

You can book your session online at http://session.cadystu-
dios.com/ or call our Customer Experience Team:
678.951.0102 | Local
800.547.6237 | Toll Free

WHEN SHOULD I BOOK MY SESSION?

Now! Most students take their senior portraits the summer 
between their junior and senior year, but book as soon as 
possible, because appointments fill up fast. You can sched-
ule your session online or call our Customer Experience 
Team at 800.547.6237.  

WHERE DO I GO TAKE MY PICTURES? 

You have 2 options:  Studio or at School  *both locations you 
MUST BOOK A SESSION TIME

We have two amazing studio locations . The addresses of 
our studios are:

ALPHARETTA, GA STUDIO
44 MILTON AVENUE, ALPHARETTA, GA 30009

ACWORTH, GA STUDIO
3979 S. MAIN STREET, ACWORTH, GA 30101

WHEN DO I GO TAKE MY PICTURES? 

School Date and Times 
September 17th – 3:00-8:00pm
September 18th – 3:00-8:00pm
MUST BOOK A SESSION TIME online at cadystudios.com or 
by calling 800.547.6237

WHAT’S THE DEADLINE FOR YEARBOOK?  

The last day to be photographed to select your yearbook 
photo is August 30th.  You must be photographed by Oc-
tober 8th to appear in your yearbook.  You will not be able 
to select your yearbook photo if photographed after August 
30th.  

HOW DOES CADY STUDIOS CONTACT THE CLASS OF 2016 

We email out booking reminders and send out all-inclusive 
informational pieces to students’ homes. 

DEADLINE FOR SENIOR PICTURES IS FAST APPROACHING
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