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“ A LEGACY OF 
EXCELLENCE ”

BAND MARCHES TO ANOTHER
VICTORY AT GEORGIA DOME

BY STAFF
ATLANTA - Most 
drumlines perform 
halftime shows at high 
school football games, 
but only a truly elite 
drumline can claim to 
have been the main 
event for an NFL half-
time show. 

The Mighty March-
ing Lions, however, put 
themselves in even rare 
company this weekend, 
when they made their 
second appearance in 
two years at the Geor-

gia Dome, successfully 
defending their coveted 
title of High Steppin’ 
Champion.

 Westlake defeated 
MLK Jr. High School in 
front of an NFL sized 
crowd, leaving many 
witnesses to the fact that 
Westlake is the top high 
steppin’ team in Atlanta. 

“The drumline did 
spectacularly,” said Ms. 
Hall, a Westlake teacher 
and  proud band par-
ent, who raved about the 
performance.

FINAL EXAM SCHEDULE 
INCLUDES HALF DAYS

“These were kids who 
were set on putting on a 
performance. Mr. Young 
had talked to the kids 
and said, ‘More than 
anything, we want you to 
have fun.’”

And by the looks of 
their routine, they sure 
did have fun!

The drumline bat-
tle, which is a dramatic 
back-and-forth, took 
place at the 50 yard line, 
where both teams stood 
close enough to stare 
each other down.

 The battle lasted two 
rounds and resembled a 
dance battle more than 
a traditional halftime 
show, with both bands 
taking turns to move, 
groove, and perform 
acrobatics.

Westlake began 
Round 1 in a tight semi-
circle but quickly burst 
in different directions. 

Drummers climbed 
on the shoulders of 
bandmates and played 
drums held from below,  
and one drummer even 
hung upside down as he 
drummed.

Round 1 ended when 
several band members 
fell to the ground in co-
ordination, the equiva-
lent of dropping the mic.

In Round 2, the West-
lake cymbals crouched 
low to the ground, band-
members stepped over 
each other in rhythm, 
and three rotating drum-
mers shared one set.

The ultimate moment 
was when drum ma-
jor (CONT ON PAGE 2) 

Final Exam Bell Schedule

Block 1: 8:20 A.M. – 10:24 A.M.                
Block  2: 10:30 A.M. – 12:30 P.M.              

 
A Lunch  

10:30 A.M. - 10:55 A.M.

B Lunch  
11:00 A.M. -11:25 A.M.

C Lunch  
11:30 A.M.-11:55 A.M.

D Lunch  
12:00 P.M.-12:30 P.M.

SCHOOL DISMISSED  
AT 12:30 P.M.

Final Exam Calendar

Monday 12/14  
7th & 8th Periods

 
Tuesday 12/15 

1st & 2nd Finals
 

Wednesday 12/16                    
3rd & 4th Finals 

Thursday 12/17 
5th & 6th Finals

 
Friday 12/18 

 7th & 8th Finals

SCHOOL DISMISSED  
AT 12:30 P.M.

SCHOOL THANKS SENIOR 
FOOTBALL PLAYERS

BY MS. BATES
ATLANTA - 

Congrats to our 
Mighty Lions Football 
team on a job well done 
this semester.

Thank you Coach 
Love and the rest of the 
football staff for all your 
dedication. Football 
families, thank you for 
your continued support 

of our young men on and 
off the field. 

This was the first 
time in our history that 
we made it to the third-
round of play-offs.

Every year we get bet-
ter and better. Our young 
men worked very hard 
and saw the fruits of their 
labor. Go Lions!

Also, Coach Love was 
awarded the honor of 

Coach of the Week.
Please take the time 

to also congratulate 
him. In the matter of 
four years, he has taken 
a team that was 0 - 10 
to winning two back to 
back Regional Champi-
onships.

This is a huge accom-
plishment in high school 
football, We appreciate 

his leadership! W



SCHOOL NEWS

STUDENT WINS CALENDAR 
COMPETITION WITH ART

BAND MARCHES TO ANOTHER 
VICTORY AT DOME (CONT.)

DATES SET FOR 
DREAMGIRLS PRODUCTION

GET YOUR TICKETS NOW
 AND AVOID THE RUSH

SEE WESTLAKE
MUSICAL EXTRAVAGANZA 
EVENT OF THE SEMESTER

Saturday December 12th
 

@3pm and 7pm 
 

Sunday December 13th 
 

@3pm and 7pm

Student tickets ($10) 
 

Adult tickets ($15)

For more ticket info and group rates,  
 

please call 770-896-8187

Wreck-It Ralph Russell 
spun athletically several 
times before sliding on 
his knees past the 50 
yard line to taunt MLK 
up close.

“They wowed the 
crowd. The snares were 
intimidating, and it was 
unbelievable how many 
acrobatics the quints 
were doing,” admired 
Ms. Hall.

For those who are 
not used to drumline 
terminology, snares are 
the fast, rhythmic drums 
that can sound like war, 
and quints are the five 
drums that are strapped 
together and hang across 
a drummer’s shoulders. 

“Those drums seem 
hard enough to carry 
regular, but to play them 
upside down? Really?” 
questioned student 

Marissa Lymon when 
shown a video of the 
drummers playing their 
quints upside down.

Acrobatics like these 
certainly took time and 
dedication to practice. 

In fact, the Mighty 
Marching Lions were 
hard at work the Fri-
day and Saturday after 
Thanksgiving, practicing 
their routines.

Ms. Hall explained 
that the dedication can 
be traced to not only Mr. 
Young’s leadership but 
also the leadership of 
bandmembers them-
selves.

“A lot of these kids 
on the drumline are in 
9th grade, and it speaks 
to the leadership of the 
upperclassmen that they 
can get the younger kids 
ready for competition,” 

said Ms. Hall.
“The upperclassmen 

are so welcoming, and 
that makes all the differ-
ence.”

Along with the title, 
the drumline secured 
a trophy, as well as the 
grand prize of the com-
petition, a $3,000 Publix 
gift card.

“We’re extremely 
proud of what we did,” 
commented drumline 
member AJ Orea.

“We did something 
truly special,” added 
Nicholas Wilborn.

 Huge congratula-
tions go to Ms. Harvey, 
who scheduled the 
event. If you would like 
to see the event in ac-
tion, please check it out 
on YouTube by search-
ing “Westlake vs. MLK at 
Falcons Game.” W

BY MR. GALBREATH
ATLANTA - Two West-
lake students have been 
recognized through the 
Water Resource Center 
Calendar Competition.

For the competition, 
the WRCCC tasked stu-
dents to create pictures 
that supported clean wa-
ter initiatives and saving 
valuable resources.

Fulton County then 
incorporated the win-
ning drawings into a cal-
endar to be used to raise 
funds and awareness.

Senior Tonya Baxter 
received an Honorable 
Mention for her submis-
sion, and freshman stu-
dent Joel Girtman won 
the top recognition, the 
calendar cover spot.

For his accomplish-
ments, Joel Girtman will 
be featured on Fulton 

Government TV (FGTV) 
on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 17th at 9:30am.

Joel will receive a 
proclamation at the 
Board of Commissioner’s 
meeting at the Govern-
ment Center.

The Westlake Art 
Department is always 
looking for creative com-

petitions to enter, and 
perhaps this will become 
a tradition for  Westlake 
students.

Perhaps Joel will 
become one in a string 
of WRCC winners, and 
Westlake students can 
continue to collect ac-
colades. W

STUDENTS WIN SPOTS 
IN COUNTY HONOR BAND
Congratulations to the following students 

who auditioned and made
 the Fulton County Honor Band! 

 
 

David Jackson
 

Trumpet
 

(9th Grade)

Taylor Morgan
 

Clarinet
 

(10th Grade)
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SCHOOL NEWS

STUDENTS DROP IN ON V-103 TO SHARE SCHOOL SPIRIT
BY STAFF
ATLANTA-Atlanta based 
radio station V-103 
opened its doors to a 
group of Westlake stu-
dents that spent the 
morning mingling with 
some of the most well-
known radio personali-
ties in the city.

V-103, known as the 
people’s station, invited 
Westlake students into 
the studio to capture the 
sounds of high school 
spirit in preparation for 
Westlake’s game against 
Lakeside.

Morning hosts Ryan 
Cameron and Wanda 
Smith greeted students 
enthusiastically to start 
the segment.

“Westlake is in the 
building! Big Drew in 
the building! That’s what 
I’m talking about,” said 
Cameron and Smith, re-
ferring to Drew Rocker. 

When Westlake 
began making noise, the 
hosts got carried away 
with the school spirit, 
wanting even more 
music.

“I know! They ready. 
That’s an entrance. 
That’s a pep rally. Let’s 
get some more percus-
sion.”

Out of all the speak-
ers, Drew seemed most 
comfortable in front of 
a mic, something that 
was noticed by Wanda 
Smith.

“Big Drew came in 
with the confidence,” she 
commented.

Drew added flavor to 
his interview, describing 
his role as noseguard 
as “I’m knocking folk’s 
heads off” and predict-

ing a “straight blow out” 
for the night’s score.

Drew even gave the 
hosts a bit of advice 
about getting to the 
game. 

“Don’t meet us there. 
Beat us there,” said Drew.

Football players 
Marquez Louder, Ste-
phen Jackson, Marquez 
Burdette, Ronnie Black-
mon, Kristen Griffin, and 
Tavares Tate too turns at 
the microphone to talk 
up their position’s roles 
and postseason chances, 
but the room held many 
more students.

In fact, students from 
the drumline, dance 
team, football team, and 
cheerleading team were 
all huddled together 
around the room.

The backbeats of the 
interview  was provided 
by  the drumline, repre-
sented by Ralph Russell, 
Elijah Gandy Torryunda 
Wright, Christian Rut-
ledge, Nicholas Wilborn, 
Joel Hall, Jonshea 
Nutson, and Samantha 
Deneus, who pounded 
their quints, rat-a-tatted 
their snares, and clanged 
their cymbals.

Cheerleaders, repre-
sented by Junisa Robin-
son, Claycee Hackney, 
Haley Harris, Mohogany 
Smith, and Wynter Holli-
day, led Westlake’s iconic 
“Hey’s” and “Get High, 
Get Low’s,” as well as the 
rustles of pom-poms.

Dancers Elizabeth 
Hinmon , Chandler 
Clark, Hannah Green, 
and Averyona Walters 
added claps and rhythms 
to the mix.

Being on the radio 

was an amazing experi-
ence for the students, 
because they were able 
to learn another side of 
the entertainment busi-

ness.
“It was an opportu-

nity for us to use our 
loquacious and luscious 
language,” said Drew.

Students who have 
grown up listening to 
V-103 certainly found it 
to be a dream come true. 

“It’s surreal to be on 

a show that you have 
listened to for so long. 
Now, whenever I hear 
the morning show, I can 
imagine what is happen-
ing in the studio” said 
Christian Rutledge of the 
experience.

“We even got to see 
CeeLo Green, which was 
a surprise,” added dancer 
Chandler Clark.

For those who could 
not listen to the radio 
show live because they 
were in classes, can 
watch the interview in 
full by searching V-103 
Westlake High School at 
YouTube.com. W

WESTLAKE REQUESTS WAIVERS FOR SCHOOL IMPROVMENT 
BY ALEXANDRA BATES
ATLANTA - The West-
lake School Governance 
Council has been work-
ing on new Request for 
Flexibility (RFF) propos-
als and is in the process 
of submitting them for 
the upcoming school 
year. 

These requests, if ap-
proved by the Superin-
tendent, will address the 
needs of Westlake High 
School through waiv-
ers of state laws and/or 
district policies to im-
plement a school-based 
strategy.

Westlake SGC has de-
veloped three RFF pro-
posals.

Personal Fitness 
Waiver

The flexibility that we 
seek is to waive the per-
sonal fitness credit re-

quirement for students 
who successfully partici-
pate in GHSA sanctioned 
sports, marching band, 
dance team, or JROTC at 
Westlake HS to free up 
space in their schedules 
for other courses.

Teacher  
Certification Waiver 
for International Bac-
calaureate (IB) Courses 
– Theory of Knowledge 
(TOK), Information Tech-
nology in a Global Soci-
ety (ITGS), and Design 
Technology: 

We seek flexibil-
ity in the required fields 
of certification for the 
teachers of these cours-
es to widen the pool of 
qualified teachers for the 
courses.

Class Size Waiver
 for Gifted High School 
Resource or Advanced 

Content Courses 
We seek to waive the 

maximum class size rule 
for these courses to in-
crease the number of 
students who are able to 
take the courses within 
our master schedule.

Read the Plans
The complete RFF 

proposals, School Stra-
tegic Plan Overview, and 
Strategic Plan Narrative 
can be found at http://
school.fultonschools.org/
hs/westlake/pages/de-
fault.aspx.

The first part of this 
process is to obtain com-
ment from the public (our 
school community) for 
at least 30 days. Starting 
November 3, 2015, you 
may submit your com-
ments and or questions 
in several different ways. 
 

• Public Comment Box 
found in the Front Office
• Electronic Comment 
Box http://goo.gl/forms/
EewOXfWvfM
• Public Comment 
Meeting - Tuesday, De-
cember 1, 2015, 4:30 p.m. 
WHS Media Center. 

Citizens can sign up 
to make comments up 
until 4:15 PM in person 
in the Westlake Main Of-
fice, or they may call the 
Westlake Main Office at 
470-254-6400 and ask 
for Mrs. Burke. 

She will record your 
phone request to be on 
the public comment list.

Citizens will be allot-
ted two minutes to make 
their public comment in 
the order in which they 
have signed up.
• Email Council Mem-
bers. We look forward to 
hearing from you!

Alexandra Bates
BatesA2@fultonschools.
org Principal

Chris Lennon 
LennonC@fultonschools.
org Parent/Guardian

Rhonda Hudson 
HudsonR@fultonschools.
org Community Member

Kechia Minter 
MinterK@fultonschools.
org Parent/Guardian

Ashley Barker 
BarkerA@fultonschools.
org Teacher

 
 
 
Yoshana Jones
JonesYB@fultonschools.
org Teacher 

Christel Jackson
JacksonC7@fulton-
schools.org Parent/
Guardian

Estella Cook
CookEB@fultonschools.
org School Employee

Chantrise Holliman
Hol l imanCS@ful ton -
schools.org School Em-
ployee

Suzanne Wilborn
WilbornS@fultonschools.
org Community Member

Your Westlake School Governance 
Council 2015-16
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ATHLETICS

SCHOOL NEWS

WESTLAKE CHEERLEADERS GO TO STATE COMPETITION
BY STAFF
ATLANTA - Westlake’s 
Competition Cheerlead-
ers earned a spot in the 
State Cheerleading Com-
petition by placing third 
in regional competition.

The State Competi-
tion was held at the Co-
lumbus Civic Center, 
a full arena filled with 
many people.

Specifically, Westlake 
competed against 24 
other teams within their 
region, but overall, there 
were over a hundred 
teams.

“Doing our routine 
was exciting and fun,” 
explained Ivori Smith.

“We had lots of 
laughs,” added senior 
leader Brittney Guidry.

A routine, which last 
two minutes and thirty 
seconds, are set to music 
and contain dances, tum-
bles, cheers, and multiple 
stunts such as pyramids.

“The judges liked our 
dance and our energy. 
We got good scores on 
our tumbling and jumps,” 
said Ivori.

According to Ivori, 
the expert flipper on the 
team this season is prob-
ably Madison Weather-
spoon, who does a “full,” 
which is a backflip with 
a 360 spin before hitting 
the ground.

“It’s the most you can 
do in high school,” mar-
velled Ivori.

In the weeks before 
the competition, the 
cheerleading team was 
hard at work, strength-
ening their routine.

The girls added many 
elements to their routine 
for the State Competition, 
all of which improved 
their performance.

 “It ended up looking 
good on stage, and it hit 
perfectly,” said Ivori. 

Ivori’s favorite team to 
watch at the competition 
was John’s Creek, who 
she described as having 
a perfect routine.

Overall, the cheer-
leaders enjoyed the com-
petition, but perhaps the 
most exciting part was 
missing school to travel 
to  Columbus.

“We were there all 
day,” said Ivori, putting 
heavy emphasis on the 
word all.

Other cheerleaders 
who competed were Bri-
anna Alexander, Ken-
dall Henry, Zoe Whit-
more, Martina Irvin, 
Brittney Guidry, Lateria 
Gibson, Doria Minter, 
Janae Gillenwaters, Lon-
don Averyhart, Micah 
Mathis, Kami Robbins, 
Tenaja Neal, and Rayven 
Alsobrook. W

BY MS. BATES
ATLANTA - Dear West-
lake Family,

Monday November 
30, 2015 is a Profession-
al Development Day for 
Westlake High School. 
There is no school for 
Westlake High School 
students the Monday 
after Thanksgiving.

Please reinforce 
to your students that 
they should not visit 
other schools. Being on 
another school’s campus 
is considered criminal 
trespassing, and we do 
not want our students to 
put themselves in that 
situation.

Senior Student Op-
portunity: Even though 
school is not in session, 
Mr. Stephen Johnson, 
our college and career 
advisor, will be holding a 
special college applica-

HOW CAN YOU USE YOUR EXTRA DAY OFF PRODUCTIVELY?
tion boot camp for Sen-
iors only. It is on a first 
come first serve basis, so 
please sign up quickly. 
Please eat breakfast 
at home. Lunch will 
be served for students 
remaining for the entire 
boot camp. The work-
shop will be 9am - 12pm.

Also, please encour-
age your students to 
spend their time on one 
or more of the tasks 
below:

1. Study. Studying is 

a no brainer. Earning good 

grades takes time and ef-

fort, but your high school 

transcript needs to show-

case a solid grade point 

average for any college to 

consider admitting you. If 

you struggle with a subject 

ask for help; and be sure to 

turn in all your assignments 

on time.

2. Read, read, read! 

Reading outside of your 
high school obligations 
will help build your 
vocabulary and further 
prepare you for the col-
lege workload. Broaden-
ing your vocabulary may 
also help you earn high 
scores on your English 
and reading-focused 
ACT and SAT questions.

3. Make a list of 
colleges. Make a list of 
colleges you’re consider-
ing attending in your 
sophomore or junior 
year. Narrow down your 
college list based on the 
schools that excel in the 
fields that interest you. 
At the end of your junior 
year, going into your 
senior year, you should 
have a rough list of three 
to five colleges you’re 
serious about attending.

4. Set a realistic col-
lege budget. Sit down 

and get real about how 
much you can afford 
to spend on college. 
Once you set a budget, 
talk with your guid-
ance counsellor about 
finding a college within 
that budget. Be sure to 
add extras like books 
and food to your budget 
and also factor in any 
financial aid you may be 
eligible for.

5. Make a list of 
deadlines. By your 
junior year, compile 
a list of deadlines you 
must complete. FAFSA 
forms, SAT/ACT tests, 
college applications, and 
other important dead-
lines should be met in 
an organized fashion. 
Don’t wait until the last 
minute. Creating a list 
will make sure you stay 
on track with all your 
important deadlines.

6. Apply for scholar-
ships. No matter what 
your financial situation 
is, there are scholar-
ships for high school 
students based on 
academic, athletic, and 
artistic achievements. 
Your high school and the 
college of your choosing 
should have a variety 
of scholarships. Choose 
the scholarships you are 
best suited for and apply 
in your junior and sen-
ior years. Note: many of 
these scholarships may 
have to wait until you 
decide which college you 
will attend.

7. Apply! Applying 
to college is one of the 
most important steps on 
the road to furthering 
your education. Apply 
to as many colleges as 
possible, but keep in 
mind that there are ap-

plication fees. Because 
of this, you may need 
to be selective. Apply to 
three to five of your top 
colleges, and ask your 
guidance counsellor to 
review your application 
before you turn it in.

8. Set high goals. Set-
ting goals for yourself 
will help make you ac-
countable for your own 
success. Strive to be in 
the top 10-15 percent of 
your class, take an extra 
elective in your junior 
and senior semesters, 
and even run for office 
in your class.

Please visit our col-
lege and career website. 
This site has a tone of 
resources to assist you 
with the tasks above. 
Also, please contact 
our College and Career 
Advisor for additional 
questions. W

SWIM TEAM HITS THE POOL WITH STRONG PERFORMANCE
STANDOUT INDIVIDUAL SWIMS

SWIM TIME PLACE PTS CUTS ALL TIME
Jaylin Andrews 100FR 1:11.42 13th 4 pts -7.90 #7 for WHS
Alison Bell 50FR 42.85 ---- ---- -3.41 -2 spots
Alison Bell 100FR 1:41.23 ---- ---- -3.11 -1 spot
Paris Carter 50FR 44.43 ---- ---- -4.66 - 3 spots
Kyrie Cato 50FR 24.37 ---- ---- -1.88 #3 for WHS
Kyrie Cato 200IM 2:22.69 1st 20 pts -16.37 #1 for WHS
Kyrie Cato 100BR 1:10.12 1st 20 pts -7.14 #3 for WHS
David Dang 50FR 24.85 3rd 16 pts --- #5 for WHS
David Dang 100BR 1:10.90 2nd 17 pts --- #4 for WHS
Syeara Dunlap 50FR 36.16 ---- ---- -1.44 #6 for WHS
Victor Hill 100FR 1:26.86 ---- ---- -9.42 - 6 spots
Victor Hill 50FR 34.55 ---- ---- -4.45 - 7 spots
Zaria Hunter 50FR 41.04 ---- ---- -5.28 - 3 spots
Cayla Jones 50FR 38.62 ---- ---- -.07 - 1 spot
Justin Legrand 50FR 26.88 8th 11 pts -1.62 #8 for WHS
Justin LeGrand 100FR 1:04.10 4th 15 pts -5.41 #4 for WHS
Niani Mays 50FR 36.84 ---- ---- -2.17 #9 for WHS
Niani Mays 100BR 1:50.86 9th 9 pts ---- #4 for WHS
Jordan Miller 50FR 36.76 ---- ---- -2.77 - 3 spots
Zach Simmons 50FR 28.55 12th 5 pts -.99 #11 for WHS
Zach Simmons 100FR 1:11.03 ---- ---- -3.90 #6 for WHS
Miles Simon 50FR 25.83 6th 13 pts -.10 #6 for WHS
Miles Simon 100BK 1:08:51 4th 15 pts +.55 #1 for WHS
Monique Smith 50 FR 31.58 8th 11 pts - 2.67 #4 for WHS
Zoey Stewart 50FR 44.08 ---- ---- -12.24 -4 spots
Kiara Thompson 50FR 26.08 2nd 17 pts +0.01 #1 for WHS
Kiara Thompson 100FLY 1:07.67 2nd 17 pts +2.31 #1 for WHS

BY STAFF
ATLANTA - Two days af-
ter Thanksgiving, when 
everyone else was still full 
from turkey and napping 
on the couch, Westlake’s 
Swim Team competed at 
the Turkey Splash Invita-
tional.

Six swimmers quali-
fied for Fulton County 
Championships, including 
Kyrie Cato, David Dang, 
Justin LeGrand, Miles Si-
mon, Monique Smith, and 
Kiara Thompson.

Kiara also qualified for 
the State Championships 

in the 50 Freestyle with an 
impressive time of 26.08.  

Qualifying for State 
Championships is the top 
honor for any high school 
swimmer, and Westlake is 
so proud of Kiara’s hard 
work, dedication, and 
competitive spirt.

Several swimmers, in-
cluding Paris Carter, Han-
nah Gerrick, Zaria Hunt-
er,  Jordan Miller, Zoey 
Stewart-Pelt, and Nikkious 
Swanigan made their first 
appearances in a swim 
meet and performed spec-
tacularly. W

STANDOUT RELAYS
BOYS A RELAY 200MD 1:54.08 2nd 34 pts ----- #1 for WHS
BOYS A RELAY 200FR 1:41.65 1st 40 pts ----- #2 for WHS
GIRLS A RELAY 200MD 2:35.60 3rd 30 pts ----- # 3 for WHS
GIRLS A RELAY 200FR 2:12.53 3rd 30 pts ----- #1 for WHS

4 Tuesday 
December 1, 2015



NOVEMBER 28TH VS. GRAYSON

Quarterbacks C/ATT YDS TD INT LONG
M. Willis 11/22 150 3 1 55

Running Backs CAR YDS AVG LONG TD
M. Burdette Jr. 18 90 5.0 19 ---
J. Broughton 7 25 3.6 11 ---
M. Willis 12 90 7.5 27 1
K. Griffin 7 21 3.0 10 ---

Receivers REC YDS AVG LONG TD
AJ Terrell 5 100 20.0 55 1
J. Simmons 2 17 8.5 14 ---
M. Burdette Jr. 1 17 17.0 17 1
R. Blackmon 3 16 5.3 17 1

Tackles TOT SOLO SACKS YDL HURS
C. Abercrombie 10 4 --- --- ---
J. Hunter 9 4 --- --- ---
T. Person 8 5 --- --- 1
D. White 7 3 1 -3 ---
J. Mattox 7 4 2 -7 2
D. Paschal 4 4 --- --- ---
J. Jones 4 2 --- --- ---
R. Blackmon 4 4 --- --- ---
AJ Terell 4 4 --- --- ---
J. Cornelius 4 --- --- --- ---
K. Strong 3 2 1 -4 ---
C. Jenkins 2 1 --- --- ---
J. Tate Jr. 1 1 --- --- ---
D. Olawumi 1 1 --- --- ---
J. Allen 1 --- --- --- ---

Turnovers INT YARDS FUM C FUM R YARDS
J. Cornelius 1 3 --- --- ---
R. Blackmon 1 0 --- --- ---

Kickoff Returns KRET YARDS AVG LONG
A. Terrell 2 30 15.0 15
R. Blackmon 1 19 19.0 19

Punt Returns PRET YARDS AVG LONG
R. Blackmon 2 10 5.0 6

Kickers PAT PAT% PUNT AVG LNG
A. Baskin 4 100% --- --- ---
R. Blackmon --- --- 5 26.6 31

ATHLETICS

BY STAFF
ATLANTA - On Friday 
night, Westlake fell to the 
Grayson Rams 28 - 35 
but proved itself a play-
off perennial capable of 
shaking up the hierarchy 
of Georgia football by al-
most upsetting Grayson.

All eyes were on 
Westlake, who entered 
the quarter finals of the 
playoffs as the underdog 
despite its 10 - 2 season 
record.

Specifically, Westlake 
had earned a 6 - 1 record 
against stiff Region 3 
competition, averaging a 
robust 36.8 points of total 
offense per game.

Usually, such impres-
sive stats would have 
resulted in the team be-
ing favored to win, but 
Grayson, a football pow-
erhouse situated halfway 
between Atlanta and 
Athens, had been pre-
dicted to reach the finals 
since before the season 

began.
Grayson posted a 

staggering 12 - 0 season 
record and earned high 
rankings from MaxPrep 
Sports, which ranked 
Grayson #2 in Georgia 
and #20 in the nation, as 
well as from USA Today, 
which ranked Grayson 
#13 nationally.

The rankings, how-
ever, did not deter the 
Lions, who gave Gray-
son its biggest challenge 
of the season since early 
September, when Archer 
High School lost 24 - 26.

Grayson had defeated 
its other opponents by 
blowout scores, includ-
ing margins of victory of 
34, 35, 39, 64, 34, 63, 33, 
40, 40, 28, and 33 points, 
so both Archer and West-
lake’s made statements 
by playing Grayson to the 
final possession. 

The crowd of over 
5,000 at the Lion’s Den 
set the tone for a great 

night of football, cheer-
ing raucously and shak-
ing the stadium as the 
Westlake Lions took the 
field, ready to win.

The Lions kicked off 
and successfully pinned 
down the offense during 
Grayson’s first posses-
sion.

Grayson managed 
one strong run, but West-
lake’s defense otherwise 
contained Grayson, forc-
ing them to burn a time-
out and punt, unable to 
put together anything 
else.

The Lions offense, 
however, clicked from 
the beginning, roaring 
to life on a pair of pro-
ductive scrambles from 
quarterback Malik Willis.

The highlight of West-
lake’s first drive was 
without doubt the 55 
yard pass that wide re-
ceiver AJ Terrell reigned 
in to bring Westlake into 
the Red Zone.

“That combination 
was working all night 
long,” said Coach Gordon, 
commenting on AJ Ter-
rell’s career night of 100 
yards on 5 receptions.

“It was so good to see 
a senior have a night to 
remember.”

From short, run-
ning back Kristen Griffin 
punched the ball into the 
end zone for Westlake’s 
first score, and in a mat-
ter of six minutes, West-
lake had taken a 7 - 0 
lead on an 88 yard drive.  

Early in the second 
quarter, Grayson equal-
ized the score on a 40 
yard carry by running 
back Cameryn Brent, but 
the Lions responded by 
adding another touch-
down in the final two 
minutes of the half,.

After keeping the 
drive alive with a timely 
third down scramble for 
25 yards, Willis connect-
ed with Marquez Bur-
dette Jr. on an 8 yard pass 
into the back corner of 
the end zone.

Leaving minimum 

FOOTBALL COMPLETES PHASE III OF RETURN TO GLORY

time on the clock, West-
lake added another 7 
points and went into 
halftime with a 14 - 7 
lead.

“The momentum 
was all Westlake,” noted 
Coach Gordon.

For much of the game, 
Grayson’s sideline was 
tense and button-lipped, 
and the Grayson crowd 
stood silently, stunned at 
how Westlake was com-
manding the game.

Westlake’s crowd, on 
the other hand, could not 
have been louder. 

In fact, Grayson’s 
quarterback, Chase Brice, 
had to ask twice for the 
officials to quiet West-
lake’s band and crowd to 
quiet down so he could 
communicate with the 
players on the field. 

The sixth man was 
certainly strong at the Li-
on’s Den on Friday night, 
which was fitting for the 
occasion.

Last Friday marked 
the first time Westlake 
crashed the quarter-
finals in school history, 
and the Westlake com-
munity knew it was a 
time for celebration.

Alumni made it to the 
game in droves, and area 
principals, including Tri-
Cities High School princi-
pal Dan Sims and former 
Westlake principal Grant 
Rivera came to the game 
to show their Westlake 
pride. 

Former NFL player 
and Super Bowl XLIII 
champion Keyaron Fox, 
former Therrell High 
School football coach 
Tony Rambo, a 21 year 
veteran of Atlanta Public 
Schools, and Cam New-
ton’s father, Cecil Newton 
Sr., were all in attend-
ance.

“I did not want to miss 
this game. The swell of 
support for our football 
team has been a high-
light of this year, and 
I knew that this was a 
must-see event for West-
lake,” said Mr. Gossett.

When the third quar-
ter began, Westlake 
looked poised to continue 
their dominance as they 
forced Brice to throw 
two incomplete passes, 
but on third down, Brice 
landed a 32 yard touch-
down pass that brought 
the game to 14 all. 

As the third quar-
ter progressed, Grayson 
running back Cameryn 
Brent proved to be a dif-
ficult player to keep con-
tained, breaking away 
for touchdown runs on 
back-to-back posses-
sions, bringing Grayson 
to a 28 - 14 lead. 

Westlake’s defense 
battled tweaked ankles 
and nagging injuries 
throughout the night, 
including to players Jar-
rod Jones, Christion Ab-
ercrombie, and Jarrett 
Cornelius, all of whom 
played strongly despite 
the wear and tear their 
bodies had accumulated 
through weeks of hard 
play.

Eventually, Brent 
found a hole that he 
could exploit, but it took 
half a game, injuries, and 
much trial and error be-
fore he would find any 
weakness in Westlake’s 
defense.  

Overall, Brent ran for 
267 yards on 24 carries, 
which set a new Grayson 
school record for yards in 
a single game. 

Without Brent’s third 
quarter breakaways, 
which included momen-
tum stealing back-to-
back breakaway touch-
downs,, this number 
would have been much 
less, but it is important to 
note that it took a stand-
out player having a ca-
reer day for Grayson to 
come out on top.

Willis scrambled for 
a touchdown in the last 
minutes of the third 
quarter, and in the fourth 
quarter, it looked like 
Westlake looked like it 
would mount a come-
back. 

Willis coordinated a 
surgical 83 yard drive 
that began with a series 
of rapid passes and cul-
minated with a 12 yard 
pass to Ronnie Black-
mon. 

Westlake brought the 
score to 35-28 and had 
Grayson within striking 
distance. 

Westlake played 
Grayson close until the 
end of the game and was 
only one momentum 
shifting play away from 
another playoff victory.

It seemed like the Li-
ons would get that mo-

mentum shifting play 
when they ran a fake 
punt, but their attempt to 
trick their way into a first 
down came up short.

After Grayson inter-
cepted Westlake’s last 
drive, the Lions held out 
hope for a defensive mir-
acle.

After forcing two 
turnovers in the last two 
minutes of the previous 
game playoff against 
Peachtree Ridge, the 
crowd was well aware 
that Westlake’s defense 
could do it again.

Sadly, the clock ran 
out before Westlake had 
an opportunity to find its 
momentum shifting play.

The gentlemen of 
Westlake’s football team 
performed spectacularly, 
ultimately adding 438 
yards of total offense 
and 28 points against a 
defense that had only 
allowed 107 points 
throughout the season.

Defensively, West-
lake had been on fire all 
night, especially when it 
came to putting pressure 
on the quarterback.

Khalil Strong and 
Darron White each 
sacked the quarterback 
once, and Jordan Mattox 
sacked the quarterback 
twice.

Two players, Black-
mon and Jarrett Cor-
nelius, brought down 
timely interceptions to 
help the cause as well.

All season, this West-
lake team would not stop, 
recording several shut-
outs and winning games 
by decisive margins of 
victory as well as nail-
biters.

“This is particularly 
impressive for the growth 
of Westlake’s program. 
Westlake has shown so 
much heart in the past 
four years under the di-
rection of Coach Love,” 
said Coach Gordon,

The seniors on this 
year’s team have seen 
the growth of the pro-
gram first hand.

“It’s been hard work, 
but our support for each 
other and love of the 
game has made the work 
easy,” said senior Jordan 
Mattox.

We have seen an ex-
traordinary collection 
of young men excel as 
no football team has in 
Westlake history. Our 
team has not only enact-
ed Return to Glory Phase 
III but solidified its posi-
tion as playoff perennial.

Thank you Mighty Li-
ons for a season that fills 
us all with pride. You tru-
ly have returned West-
lake to glory. W
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BY STAFF
ATLANTA - This sum-
mer, 18 Westlake stu-
dents visited the country 
of Peru to help women in 
a rural village establish a 
business of their own.

These adventurous 
students became our 
own ambassadors to 
South America as they 
travelled the country for 
eight days.

Along the way, stu-
dents travelled by plane 
and train, seeing some 
of the most beautiful 
mountains and country-
side that the world has to 
offer.

RETRACING THE STEPS OF ADVENTUROUS LIONS
Students receive a trip of a lifetime when they visit the South American country of Peru for sight-seeing, service learning 
projects, and culture that you cannot find anywhere else in the world. This week, they will discuss the scenery of Peru.

This week, we are 
spotlighting a few of 
those places to showcase 
the immense beauty that 
our students witness.

According to trip 
sponsor Kathryn Bran-
nen, the beauty of Peru-
vian sites like the famed 
mountain city of Machu 
Picchu was particularly 
overwhelming. 

“I teared up. There’s 
no description. You have 
to go,” urged Brannen.

If you have never seen 
pictures of Machu Pic-
chu, make sure to look at 
the pictures above, which 
show the steep mountain 

peaks, terraced hillsides 
that are carved to cre-
ate steps in a mesmer-
izing feat of engineering, 
and stone buildings that 
trickle down the hill side 
in all directions. 

Brannen explained 
that neither words nor 
pictures could do the 
scenery justice, especial-
ly when it comes to a city 
widely recognized as one 
of the greatest wonders 
of the world.

“I learned about Ma-
chu Picchu when I was in 
seventh grade, and that 
has been on my bucket 
list ever since then,” said 
Ms. Brannen.

The mountainous re-
gions are not just beau-
tiful, however. They can 
also be dangerous, as one 
student discovered when 

he took a wrong step.
“After we reached 

the top of Sungate Trail, 
which is the top of the 
Andes Mountain, we 
were going down a steep 
part of the stairs,” ex-
plained William Ward.

“I stepped on a rock, 
and it slipped out of 
place, and I started slip-
ping down the moun-
tain,” said William.

William slid nearly 
fifteen feet down the 
mountainside before be-
coming  caught on a large 
rock that was in the right 
place at the right time.

When asked what 
went through his mind 
while falling, William 
said, “That I was about to 
die.”

At first, that sounds 
funny, but William said 

if he had not been caught 
on the rock, he could 
have fallen over a thou-
sand foot drop.

“Some of my friends 
were screaming my 
name, and Ms. B’s mouth 
was wide open. She said 
she almost had a heart 
attack.“

William had no inju-
ries, and of course, he did 
not want to tell his moth-
er about his close call.

The chaperones of 
the trip knew better and 
called Ms. Ward, but she 
declined to know the de-
tails until he was back 
in the States, happy with 
the knowledge that Wil-
liam was safe.

Ironically, when Wil-
liam returned to the 
States and worked up the 
courage to tell his moth-

er, she did  not believe 
him at first.

To her, it seemed far 
too dramatic, and until 
the chaperones corrobo-
rated the story, she was 
doubtful.

“The important thing 
is that he is safe,” said Ms. 
Ward.

After his adventure 
on the mountainside, 
William definitely took 
a different approach to 
walking down the moun-
tain.

“I was walking care-
fully, and Ms. B made me 
stand next to her,” admit-
ted William.

This goes to show all 
the adventurous travel-
lers at Westlake that the 
world is beautiful and 
ready to be explored---
just carefully! W
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BY ERICA GWYN
Doodle 4 Google  

Competition
Deadline: December 7, 2015 
This year, Discovery Education 
and Google have teamed up to 
give educators a chance to win 
with an exclusive teacher contest.  
Tell us how you are inspiring your 
students to enter the 2015 Doodle 
4 Google contest for the chance to 
win $1,000 for classroom supplies 
and a trip for two to Mountain 
View, CA to meet the  Doodle 
Team. Four runners-up will also 
receive $1,000 to use.

         Scholastic Arts and  
Writing Awards

Registration Open 
Calling All Creative Teens: Be 
Bold, Claim Your Place in Art 
& Writing History and Earn 
Scholarships to Support Your 
Talent The Scholastic Art & 
Writing Awards 90th annual call 
for submissions is open, inviting 
innovative teens to follow in the 
footsteps of distinguished alumni 
such as Andy Warhol, Robert 
Redford, Zac Posen, Sylvia Plath, 
Joyce Carol Oates & Ken Burns, 
who won when they were young.

Burger King /  
McLamore Foundation Scholar-

ship Program
Deadline: December 15, 2015 
The BURGER KING® Scholars 
Program has awarded more than 
$15.4 million to high school 
seniors and employees across 
the U.S., Canada and Puerto 
Rico since the program’s incep-
tion in 2000. This year alone we 
awarded more than $1.4 million 
in scholarships to 1,258 students, 
and introduced and awarded four 
new major scholarships, including 
one King $25,000 award and three 
James W. McLamore WHOPPER™

Delta Airlines  
Summer Internship 

Summer Luggage Handler/Equip-
ment Services EmployeeCollege 

students will earn up to $2,000 
in tuition assistance in addition 
to your hourly rate and great 
travel privileges for you and your 
parents!Delta Airlines Airport 
Operations has a number of op-
portunities for college students to 
work as luggage handlers (ESEs) 
during their summer and winter 
breaks.Enrollment in a two year 
or four

Society of Women  
Engineers (SWE)  

Scholarship 
Deadline: Various 
SWE Scholarships The SWE 
Scholarship Program provides 
financial assistance to women 
admitted to accredited bacca-
laureate or graduate programs, 
in preparation for careers in 
engineering, engineering technol-
ogy and computer science. In 
2014, SWE awarded over 230 new 
and renewed scholarships valued 
at over $700,000.SWE provides 
one application for sophomores 
through graduate students.
         AIM Program University of 
Tennessee Knoxville Accounting 
and Info. Management Academy 
Dates: July 12th - 15th, 2015 
The Accounting and Information 
Management Department at the 
University of Tennessee is pleased 
to announce the acceptance  of 
applications for the 2015 AIM 
Academy.  The Program dates are 
July 16th – 20th, 2016..  The AIM 
Academy is a three-day residential 
program designed to introduce 
high schoolers to the field.

         Health Careers Program 
Office Summer Science Institute 

(SSI)  
The Health Careers Program 
(HCP) Office, http://www.uthsc.
edu/HCP , is offering an unpaid 
two week Summer Science 
Institute (SSI) for incoming junior 
and senior high school students.
Outstanding high school students 
with strong academics, citizen-
ship, community involvement, 

andcommitment to pursuing a 
career in the sciences are invited 
to apply. 

         2015 Business Education 
for Talented Students 

Deadline: March 18, 2016 
The College of Business Admin-
istration at the University of Ten-
nessee is pleased to announce the 
acceptance of applications for the 
2015 Business Education for Tal-
ented Students (BETS) Program. 
Program dates: June 15th-25th, 
2016 What is the BETS? The BETS 
Program is a one-week residential 
program designed to introduce 
high school students from diverse 
backgrounds to the various fields 
of business.

         University of Tennesee 
Knoxville (UTK) EDP Pre-Col-

lege Programs
Deadline: March 4, 2016 
EDP Pre-College ProgramsEDP 
sponsors summer programs for 
rising 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th, 11th, 
and 12th graders interested in 
learning about and pursuing an 
engineering career.The Middle-
school Introduction to Engineer-
ing (MITE) program is offered 
to rising 7th and 8th graders. 
Introduction of Sophomores to 
Engineering Principles (INSTEP) 
is offered to rising 9th and 10th 
graders. 

2016 Tennesee 
Governor’s Schools 

Application Accepted Now 
2016 Governor’s SchoolsThe State 
of Tennessee provides twelve 
summer programs for gifted and 
talented high school students. 
These programs provide challeng-
ing and intensive learning experi-
ences in these disciplines: Arts, 
Humanities, International Studies, 
Engineering, Science, Prospective 
Teachers, Scientific Exploration of 
Tennessee Heritage, and Informa-
tion Technology Leadership.  

SMEDP - Summer  
Medical Dental 

Educational Program

Deadline: March 1, 2016 
SMDEP is a free (full tuition, 
housing, and meals) six-week 
summer medical and dental 
school preparatory program that 
offers eligible students intensive 
and personalized medical and 
dental school preparation.

 2016 Graduate School  
Fellowship - Yearlong Placement 

Education Pioneers
Deadline: Various 
Are you ready to use your skills 
to help address one of the critical 
challenges of our generation 
-- ensuring that all children have 
access to a high-quality educa-
tion?  Building on the success of 
the 10-week Education Pioneers 
Graduate School Fellowship, 
the Graduate School Fellowship 
Yearlong Placement is a 12-month 
leadership development program 
that places top professionals in 
roles.         

Pathway to Science 
Research Opportunities 

Paid Summer 2016 Undergradu-
ate Research Placements: Over 
800 programs -- NSF REU, NASA 
and other paid summer research 
opportunities for undergrads 
http://www.pathwaystoscience.
org/undergads.aspx  For Financial 
Support in Graduate School: Fel-
lowships and graduate programs 
in a wide variety of STEM disci-
plines: http://www.pathwaystosci-
ence.org/grad.aspx

DHS HS STEM  
2016 Summer  

Internship Program 
The Department of Homeland 
Security sponsors a 10-week 
summer internship program 
for undergraduate and graduate 
students majoring in homeland 
security related science, technol-
ogy, engineering and mathemat-
ics (HS-STEM) disciplines.  The 
program provides students with 
quality research experiences at 
federal research facilities located 
across the country.

Department of 
Homeland Security 
Summer Research 

Department of Homeland Se-
curity (DHS) Summer Research 
Opportunities  Now accepting 
applications for TWO 2016 Sum-
mer Programs  U.S. citizenship 
required   Summer Research Team 
Program for Minority Serving In-
stitutions  This 10-week program 
offers the opportunity to enhance 
the scientific leadership at Minor-
ity Serving Institutions (MSIs) in 
research areas.

Davidson Fellows
Deadline: February 2016 
Davidson Fellows Scholarship-
sThe Davidson Fellows Scholar-
ship awards $50,000, $25,000 and 
$10,000 scholarships to extraordi-
nary young people, 18 and under, 
who have completed a signifi-
cant piece of work. Application 
categories are Science, Technol-
ogy, Engineering, Mathematics, 
Literature, Music, Philosophy 
and Outside the Box. Davidson 
Fellows are honored every year in 
Washington, D.C.
         NIDDK StepUp
Deadline: February 15, 2016 
NIDDK Short-term Education 
Program for Underrepresented 
Persons(STEP-UP)High School 
ProgramUndergraduate Program-
PLEASE NOTE: The application 
deadline is February 15, 2016. No 
applications will accepted after 
this date. Program Purpose: The 
National Institute of Diabetes and 
Digestive and Kidney Disease’s 
STEP-UP Program is designed 
to provide short-term research 
education.

The Excel Center
Enroll today and earn your 
diploma• Must reside in Shelby 
County• Tuition Free School 
for adults 18 and older• Day & 
Evening Classes• Life Coaches 
& Support Services• Drop-In 
Child Care• Free Transporta-
tion AssistanceApply in person 

at our campus at 1490 Norris 
Road Monday-Thursday (8a.m. to 
8p.m.)Friday (8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.).
         FedEx Express 

Memphis Hub  
Now Hiring Workers 

Now Hiring Handlers Part-time 
– Day and night shifts available at 
our locations around the world, 
FedEx handlers move millions of 
packages each day. Our handlers 
are the driving force behind our 
business, making absolutely sure 
packages are loadedsafely and 
securely into FedEx planes and 
trucks. We invite YOU to join this 
elite team! Our permanent posi-
tions offer tuition.
 iSchool Inclusion Institute (I3) 

February 12, 2016 
Summer research program for 
undergraduate students from 
underrepresented populations Ap-
plication deadline: February 12, 
2016. Please share with students of 
all majors: www.ischool-inclusion.
org The iSchool Inclusion Institute 
(i3) is an undergraduate research 
and leadership development pro-
gram that prepares students from 
underrepresented populations for 
graduate study and careers.
         2016 Women of 

Vision ABIE Awards
The ABIE Award for Leadership 
recognizes a leading technical 
woman who has led an impor-
tant technology development or 
innovation, made a significant 
contribution to the technology 
industry, and inspires others. 
Women recognized have included 
the leader of a team of computer 
scientists, interaction designers, 
human factors engineers and 
social scientists. W

COUNTY NEWS

FULTON SCHOOLS BEGINS SEARCH 
FOR NEXT SUPERINTENDENT

BY KEN ZEFF
ATLANTA - Tonight, our 
school board announced 
that it is beginning the 
official search process 
for a permanent district 
leader. The goal is to 
have a new permanent 
superintendent named 
and on board by the 
summer of 2016.

As the search process 
begins, I want to offer my 
sincere thanks to all of 
you for your leadership, 
your support and your 
hard work following Dr. 
Avossa’s departure in 
June.  Over the course 
of the past six months, 
we’ve had much to cel-
ebrate – the smooth start 
to a new school year; the 
opening of new schools 
and the continued im-
plementation of our 
Strategic Plan 2017. Just 
recently, we announced 
a significant increase 
in our graduation rates. 
Our success, particularly 
our steady and consist-
ent student achievement 

gains, is attributable to 
all of you. 

The first step of the 
board’s selection pro-
cess begins with gather-
ing information on what 
the community expects 
from its superintendent. 
This will include collect-
ing input from our staff, 
parents and community 
through public meetings 
and a survey launched 
on the district’s website. 

As with the last su-
perintendent search, the 
school board will man-
age the process through 

its legal counsel. Nelson 
Mullins Riley & Scar-
borough LLP will solicit 
candidates meeting the 
leadership profile quali-
fications from a number 
of search firms as well 
as request applicants 
through national adver-
tisements and notices to 
state and national school 
leadership associations.  

Moving forward, we 
will continue to focus on 
achieving our goals and 
ensuring that all of our 
students are on the path 
to success. We will keep 
you informed about op-
portunities to provide 
input. Meanwhile, thank 
you again for all you do 
for our students and for 
our school district.

Thank you, 
Ken Zeff
Interim Superintendent 

risen by about 20%.  
Our goal is to have 

100% of our 9th graders 
proceed to graduation 
in four years or less. We 
have the student talent 
and intelligence to do this! 

This can only happen 
with dedicated teachers, 

WESTLAKE GRADUATION RATES
RISE BY 20%; CATCHES DISTRICT

BY ALEXANDRA BATES
ATLANTA - Our students 
did it again-raising the 
bar for the next graduat-
ing class.  

Our graduation rate 
has risen to 84.4%.  Go 
Lions!!! In just four years 
our graduation rate has 

School   2011 2012 2013 2014 2015    4-Year Gain
Alpharetta   85.8 85.7 89.2 90.8 93.5         7.7
Banneker  41.9 41.2 41.7 50.9 62.5         20.6
Cambridge     N/A N/A 84.3 96.6 92.3         N/A
Centennial  74.7 80.3 79.9 82.6 87.9         13.2
Chattahoochee  90.0 93.5 93.8 90.4 94.7         4.7
Creekside  44.5 46.2 50.1 58.6 77.1         32.6
Fulton Science Academy 86.8 88.0 87.8 96.3 83.3         -3.5
Hapeville Career Academy  N/A N/A 89.4 94.8 97.4         N/A
Independence  38.6 51.9 40.4 43.6 59.0         20.5
Johns Creek  88.7 95.1 96.4 95.0 97.6         8.9
Langston Hughes  64.7 62.0 73.6 73.8 83.4         18.7
McClarin  31.8 19.0 25.6 25.9 49.6         17.9
Milton   96.5 96.4 96.0 91.2 94.7         -1.8
North Springs  64.6 67.3 71.9 77.5 90.0         25.5
Northview  89.4 96.0 94.2 96.2 98.3         8.9
Riverwood International 71.6 70.7 67.8 81.3 89.6         18.0
Roswell   68.6 81.5 86.5 85.6 86.8         18.3
Tri-Cities  77.5 65.2 71.1 67.3 76.4         -1.1

Westlake  63.6 63.5 76.0 79.3 84.4      20.8  
District Averages 70.1 71.3 75.5 78.7 85.3         15.2

STAFF INDENTIFIES SCHOLARSHIPS AND OPPORTUNITIES

hardworking students, 
committed parents, and 
diligent counselors. It 
surely does take a village 
to support our students 
as they journey towards 
success.  

The staff at Westlake 
is here to support them to 

SCHOLARSHIP CLASSIFIEDS
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STUDENT SERVICES’ CORNER

COUNSELOR’S CORNER

ATLANTA - To make it 
easy to send transcripts 
to colleges, Fulton Coun-
ty Schools has partnered 
with Parchment to pro-
vide secure online tran-
script ordering available 

PARCHMENT REGISTRATION 
FOR SENIORS

24/7. 
Creating the account 

is free and only takes a 
few steps. All seniors re-
ceived their Parchment 
registration codes on 
September 24th and/or 
25th and should regis-
ter with Parchment right 

ATLANTA- On May 20, 
2016, senior  students 
will be closing this chap-
ter on their high school 
career. 

Congratulations to all 
the senior students and 
parents of senior stu-
dents who have almost 
made it to the graduation 
milestone.

CHECKING SENIOR STATUS
Counsellors will begin 

senior status checks im-
mediately following the 
schedule change window 
so we can inform you of 
your student’s specific 
status.

Thank you in advance 
for your patience and un-
derstanding.

 

 
9th Grade (A - Z): Antonio Grissom,  

grissom@fultonschools.org 
470-346-6400 x46429 

 
10th – 12th (A – E):  Anthony Decosta,  

decosta@fultonschools.org 
470-346-6400 x46434 

 
10th – 12th (E – K): Beatrice Ford,  

fordb@fultonschools.org 
470-346-6400 x46482 

 
10th - 12th (L – Q): Shelia Reese-Jackson (Head),   

reeses@fultonschools.org 
470-346-6400 x46433

 
10th - 12th (R – Z): Dawn Perry, 

perrydb@fultonschools.org 
470-346-6400 x46432 

Guidance Secretary: Donna Carter, 
carterd2@fultonschools.org 

470-346-6400

CONTACTING COUNSELORS

Student Services Administration

Curriculum Assistant Principal: Cecelia Johnson,
johnsonc5@fultonschools.org

Administrative Assistant: Candice Hickman,  
hickmanc@fultonschools.org

Student Support Staff

College and Career Advisor: Steven Johnson 
johnsons16@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400 x46462

504 Coordinator and 
Graduation Coach: Twanda Harrison, 

harrisont1@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400 x46428

Instructional Support Teacher: Jennifer Swint, 
swint@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400 x46444

     
SEC Department Chair: Andrea Freeman,  

freemana1@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400 x46444

Data Specialist: Jan McLemore,  
mclemorej@fultonschools.org

 
Back Up Data Specialist: Mesi Spencer,

spencerm@fultonschools.org 

Records Clerk: Jenna Bannister,
bannister@fultonschools.org

Guidance Secretary: Donna Carter, 
carterd2@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400

School Social Worker: Willette Stephens,  
stephensw@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400 x46483

 
School Psychologist: Judith Perkins 

perkinsj@fultonschools.org 
 

School Psychologist: Elizabeth Scott, 
scottea@fultonschools.org

ATLANTA- As the year 
advances, you may find 
yourself in need of con-
tacing one of Westlake’s 
counselors.

When that happens, 
we want to make sure 
that you know the correct 
number and can quickly 
get in touch with the per-
son who can best help 
your student.

Below, you will find a 
list of useful contacts for 

the counselors.
If you need to set up 

a parent-teacher con-
ference, we can set up a 
conference with all your 
student’s teachers if you 
contact the Student Ser-
vices office. 

Please either call the 
school at (404) 346-6400 
and request Student Ser-
vices or email Jeanine 
Griswold at the email ad-
dress posted below.

CONTACTING STUDENT SUPPORT STAFF
Please use the following numbers to contact the school in times of need.

ATLANTA-  Join our dis-
tribution list to receive 
texts and/or emails with 
information on upcom-
ing college representa-
tive visits and scholar-
ship updates. 

Both students and 
parents are encouraged 
to register.  

SIGN UP FOR REMIND 101
Don’t be left out of the 

loop—join today. 
To receive messages 

via text, text @566a2 to 
81010 or to receive mes-
sages via email, send an 
email to 566a2@mail.
remind.com.   

COUNSELING PROGRAMS

 
School Programs ............................................... 
• Counselors’ Corner will be held in the school caf-
eteria (November 3rd) 
• Apply to College Day (November 5th) 
• Counselors’ Corner will be held in the school caf-
eteria (November 17th) 

9th Grade Programs ............................................... 
• 9th Grade BRIDGE Law Benchmark Activity:  
Career Interest Inventory ( October - Novemeber) 
• Suicide Prevention Classroom Guidance:  
Signs of Suicide (October - November) 
    
 

10th Grade Programs ............................................ 
• 10th Grade BRIDGE Law Benchmark Activity: Dual 
Enrollment and College Credit Now Opportunities 
(November 18th - 19th) 

11th Grade Programs ............................................ 
• Applying to College Guidance Lesson (November 
10th – 11th) 
• Fall Junior Classroom Guidance: What Colleges 
Consider in Admissions (November) 
• 11th Grade BRIDGE Law Benchmark Activity: Vir-
tual College Search (November)  

12th Grade Programs ............................................ 
 • Please see School Programs 

Counseling Programs Reaching 11th - 12th..... 
• College and Career Center 
• College Representatives at WHS (Grades 11-12)
 
 

Counseling Programs Reaching 9th–12th ........ 
• New Student Enrollments 
• Academic Advisement 
• Post-Secondary Planning and Advising 
• Dual Enrollment Information 
• Parent/Teacher Conferences 
• Summer School Information 
• Community Agency Referrals 
• Collaboration with Teachers, Administrators, 
School Social Worker, and School Psychologist 
• Care Team Referrals 
• SAT and ACT Information 
• Crisis Intervention 
• Career Guidance and Exploration 
• Transcribing Student Records

TESTING CORNER

BY STAFF
ATLANTA - State scores 
from the 2014-15 admin-
istration of the Georgia 
Milestones Assessment 
System (Georgia Mile-
stones in grades 3-8 and 
Georgia Milestones EOCs 
in grades 9-12) were re-
leased. 

These preliminary 
scores reflect the first ad-
ministration of Georgia’s 
new comprehensive test-
ing system. 

This year’s assess-
ment results establish a 
baseline for the progress 
we expect student to 
make over time.  

According to the 
Georgia Department 
of Education, the state 
showed overall lower re-
sults than in past years.  

“These results show 
a lower level of student 
proficiency than Geor-
gians are used to seeing, 
but that does not mean 
Georgia students know 
less or that teachers are 
not doing a great job – 
it means they’ve been 
asked to clear a higher 
bar,” State School Super-

intendent Richard Woods 
said. 

State Results for GA
9th Grade English 

(25% Beginning, 39% De-
veloping, 29% Proficient, 
6% Distinguished)

American Lit (25% 
Beginning, 39% Develop-
ing, 29% Proficient, 6% 
Distinguished)

Algebra (31% Begin-
ning, 36% Developing, 
26% Proficient, 8%Dis-
tinguished)

Geometry (32% Be-
ginning, 35% Developing, 
25% Proficient, 8% Dis-
tinguished)

Biology (37% Begin-
ning, 25% Developing, 
29% Proficient, 9% Dis-
tinguished)

Physical Science (36% 
Beginning, 33% Develop-
ing, 26% Proficient, 5% 
Distinguished)

US History (27% Be-
ginning, 34% Developing, 
30% Proficient, 9% Dis-
tinguished)

Economics (30% Be-
ginning, 31% Developing, 
30% Proficient, 9% Dis-
tinguished)

STATE MILESTONES RESULTS

Representatives
3 Parents:  
      Chris Lennon  
      Keisha Minter,  
      Christel Jackson
2 Teachers:  
      Yoshana Jones,  
      Ashley Barker
2 Community:  
      Suzanne Wilborn,  
      Rhonda Hudson
2 School Employees:        
      Chantrise Holliman,  
      Estella B. Cook

FY16 SGC  
Meeting Calendar 

Location:  
Westlake High School 
Media Center 

Time:  
Tues. 4:30-5:30 PM

Dates: 
12/01/15, 1/26/15, 
2/23/15, 3/22/15, 
5/10/15

SCHOOL GOVERNANCE 
COUNCIL ANNOUNCED

11 Tuesday 
December 1, 2015



CALENDAR OF SCHOOL EVENTS

The B.E.E. Club Workshop ..................................12/2 

Community Service 
DATE: Wednesday 12/2 
PLACE: Cafeteria @ 12:00pm - 1:00pm

Fashion Club Photo Shoot ................................12/2 
DATE: Wednesday 12/2 
PLACE: Cafeteria @ 5:00pm - 7:30pm

Magnet - IB Breakfast Talk #2 ...........................12/3 

Freshman and Sophomore Parents 
DATE: Thursday 12/3 
PLACE: Auditorium @ 7:30am - 8:15am

Fashion Club Fall Show........................................12/3 
DATE: Thursday 12/3 
PLACE: Cafeteria @ 4:00pm - 9:00pm

Band Parent Meeting............................................12/3 
DATE: Thursday 12/3 
PLACE: Band Room @ 6:00pm - 8:00pm

County Principal’s Meeting...............................12/4 
DATE: Friday 12/4 
PLACE: Media Center @ 8:00am - 4:00pm
 

SAT Exam (Actual Exam).....................................12/5 
DATE: Saturday 12/5 
PLACE: Cafeteria @ 8:30am - 1:30pm

Winter Dance Show...............................................12/5 
DATE: Saturday 12/5 
PLACE: Auditorium @ 12:00pm - 10:00pm

Girl Scouts Winter Craft Festival ....................12/5 
DATE: Saturday 12/5 
PLACE: Cafeteria @ 3:00pm - 6:00pm

ASVAB Test Session ...............................................12/8 
DATE: Tuesday 12/8 
PLACE: Auditorium @ 9:00am - 1:00pm 
 

Fine Arts Winter Concert ...................................12/8 
DATE: Tuesday 12/5 
PLACE: Auditorium @ 5:30pm - 9:00pm 
 

Westlake HS Science Fair ...................................12/9 
DATE: Wednesday 12/9 
PLACE: Cafeteria @ 2:30pm - 8:00pm 

ACT Exam (Actual Exam)..................................12/12 
DATE: Saturday 12/12 
PLACE: Cafeteria @ 8:30am - 1:30pm 
 

SAT Exam (Actual Exam).....................................12/5 
DATE: Saturday 12/5 
PLACE: Cafeteria @ 8:30am - 1:30pm 
 

Chemistry Cram Jam Tutorial Session ......12/12 
DATE: Saturday 12/12 
PLACE: Room 282 @ 10:00am - 2:00pm 
 

Dreamgirls Musical ................................... 12/12 - 13 
DATE: Saturday 12/12 and Sunday 12/13 
PLACE: Auditorium @ 3pm and 7:00pm 
 

Professional Development...................................1/6 
DATE: Wednesday 1/6 
PLACE: (Students Do Not Report to School) 
 

Westlake High School Graduation..............5/20 
DATE: Friday 5/20  
PLACE: Georgia Dome @ 7:00pm

STUDENTS OF THE DAY

TUESDAY 12/1 Quiarra Turner is an 
Intro to Art student who has made a 
huge impact on Westlake’s Fine Arts 
Department. She has not only main-
tained a 100% average in her class, 
but she has also submitted to two ma-
jor competitions. Thank you Quiarra 
for expressing your creativity and 
sharing your talent at competitions. 
(Nominated by Mr. Galbreath)
 
WEDNESDAY 12/2 Anyla Adams has 
been racking up accolaids in Com-
munities in Schools (CIS), where she 
has been named Star Student for the 
“Elite 80” and made the CIS Triple 
“AAA” Club each grading period. An-
yla’s Academics, Attenance, and great 
Attitude are three reasons why she 
is highly respected by teachers and 
peers alike (Nominated by Dr. Warren) 

THURSDAY 12/3 Justin Garmon 
tackles the difficulty of his work with 
a positive attitude and the determi-
nation of a great leader. These are the 
attributes of a student who not only 
succeeds in academics but in life. 
Thanks for influencing your class-
room for the better. (Nominated by 
Ms. Cordeiro) 

FRIDAY 12/4  Kristopher Strick-
land is an excellent student and the 
epitome of “Westlake Pride” because 
of his ability to connect with all his 
peers. Kristopher has an eye for each 
of the students in his class and helps 
to build a community each class pe-
riod. Most importantly, Kristopher is 
ENTHUSIASTIC about learning eve-
ry day! (Nominated by Ms. Hudson) 
 

Girl’s Varsity Basketball vs. East Coweta......12/1 
DATE: Tuesday 12/1 

PLACE: East Coweta HS @ 6:00pm 
 
Boy’s JV Basketball vs. Banneker....................12/2 
DATE: Wednesday 12/2 
PLACE:  Banneker HS @ 7:00pm 
 

Swim Meet @ Spartan Sprints #1 .................12/5 
DATE: Saturday 12/5 
PLACE: Mountain View Aquatic Center @ 9:00am

 

Boy’s JV Basketball vs. South Cobb...............12/8 
DATE: Tuesday 12/8 
PLACE:  South Cobb HS @ 4:00pm 
 

Girl’s Basketball vs. South Cobb......................12/8 
DATE: Tuesday 12/8 
PLACE: South Cobb HS @ 6:00pm 
 

Swim Meet @ Chilly Grizzly Invite ..............12/12 
DATE: Saturday 12/12 
PLACE: Cherokee County Aquatic Center @ 9:00am 

Wrestling Meet vs South Cobb .........................1/1 
DATE: Friday 1/1 

PLACE: Westlake Auxillary Gym @ 4:00pm

Swim Meet @ Chilly Grizzly Invite ...................1/2 
DATE: Saturday 1/2 
PLACE: Mountain View Aquatic Center @ 2:30pm 
 

Girl’s Varsity Basketball vs. Douglas Co. ...... 1/5 
DATE: Tuesday 1/5 
PLACE: Westlake Main Gym @ 6:00pm

Boy’s Varsity Basketball vs. Douglas Co. ...... 1/5 
DATE: Tuesday 1/5 
PLACE: Westlake Main Gym @ 6:00pm

Swim Meet @ Fulton Co. Championships ...1/7 
DATE: Thursday 1/7 
PLACE: West Gwinnett Aquatic Center @ TBA

Girl’s Varsity Basketball vs. Langston ............ 1/8 
DATE: Friday 1/8 
PLACE: Westlake Main Gym @ 6:00pm

Boy’s Varsity Basketball vs. Langston ........... 1/8 
DATE: Friday 1/8 
PLACE: Westlake Main Gym @ 6:00pm
 

Swim Meet @ Indian Invite .................................1/9 
DATE: Saturday 1/9 
PLACE: Mountain View Aquatic Center @ TBA

Girl’s Varsity Basketball vs. Newnan ............ 1/19 
DATE: Tuesday 1/19 
PLACE: Westlake Main Gym @ 6:00pm

Boy’s Varsity Basketball vs. Newnan ........... 1/19 
DATE: Tuesday 1/19 

PLACE: Westlake Main Gym @ 6:00pm

Girl’s Varsity Basketball vs. South Cobb .... 1/22 
DATE: Friday 1/22 
PLACE: Westlake Main Gym @ 6:00pm

Boy’s Varsity Basketball vs. South Cobb ... 1/22 
DATE: Friday 1/22 
PLACE: Westlake Main Gym @ 6:00pm

CALENDAR OF SPORTING EVENTS

Monday 11/30 

Latrice Hudson

If you would like to be selected as a Westlake Student 
of the Day, remeber that our staff will be on the lookout 
for students who exemplify the I AM WESTLAKE spirit. 
Be sure to work hard in a classroom, go above and be-
yond for a club or activity, or help out a classmate with 
a random act of kindness, and you might be selected!

SENIOR BIRTHDAYS

Monday 11/30 

Norman Zachary

Monday 11/30 

Taliyah Harris

Thursday 12/3 

Ah’Jahnae Hillsman

Thursday 12/3 

Kareem Daniel

Saturday 12/5 

Angelica Brinson 

Saturday 12/5 

Deanna Moreland 

Monday 11/23 

Steve Afeku

Tuesday 11/24 

Nia White 

Wednesday 11/25 

Jeremiah Keith

Saturday 11/28 

DeAndre Clark

Sunday 11/29 

Ariyhonna Fraizer

Sunday 11/29 

Tysaiah Elgren

12 Tuesday 
December 1, 2015


