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“ A LEGACY OF 
EXCELLENCE ”

BY STAFF
ATLANTA - Every year, 
students across the na-
tion take the SAT for col-
lege admission, and all 
the scores are averaged 
to see how students are 
doing state-by-state.

Nationally, last year’s 
average score on the 
SAT dropped by 7 points, 
but Georgia students did 
well, increasing their av-
erages on the SAT by 5 
points.

Westlake students, 
however, shattered even 
Georgia’s positive growth 
by gaining a whopping 
27 points to bring West-
lake’s average score to 
1450, closing the gap be-
tween school and state 
averages to only 9 points.

Westlake’s impressive 
growth, which measured 
5 times larger than the 
state’s, would have alone 
been a bright spot in a 
year when scores had 
dropped nationally, but 
individual students have 
given Westlake even 
more reasons to cele-
brate.

Three students, An-
thony Hudson, Festus 
Ojo, and Rani Shagarabi, 
scored 2000 or better on 
the SAT, and one student, 
Anthony, has been iden-
tified as a National Merit 
Scholar, which is the first 
time a student has quali-
fied for this honour in 
school history.

National Merit Schol-
ars are chosen through 
the PSAT, the practice 
version of the SAT that 
is administered to high 
school students. 

Out of 1.5 million stu-
dents who take the PSAT, 
16,000 students who earn 
high enough scores are 
chosen as semi-finalists. 

After a round of pa-
perwork that includes an 
essay and a verification 
process, the semi-final-
ists are narrowed down 
to 15,000 finalists, and 
7,600 of these students 
receive money from the 
National Merit Scholar-
ship Corporation. 

Anthony currently is 
in the semi-finalist stage, 

but he will soon move 
into the finalist stage, 
which will rank him 
within the 15,000 top 
scores in the country. 

He will then find out 
later in the semester if 
he has qualified for the 
money reward, but re-
gardless, the experience 
has been exciting for An-
thony and his family.

“My family has been 
very happy. My dad 
has been telling all his 
friends and colleagues 
about it, and he embel-
lishes the story. I have to 
tell him to slow down,” 
explained Anthony, who 
should probably get used 
to the positive attention.

Anthony has taken 
a practical approach to 
the honor, realizing how 
it could benefit his col-
lege prospects, which in-
cludes Savannah College 
of Art and Design.

“SCAD is a good 
school for learning to 
edit film and television, 
and I’m hoping to stay in 
the Atlanta area to take 
advantage of all the op-
portunities in Atlanta 
film now that it is the 
third biggest market be-
hind L.A. and New York.”

Otherwise, Anthony 
did not want to talk about 
his personal success, 
downplaying any ques-
tions about how it felt to 
receive such recognition.

Instead, he wanted 
to speak about what  the 
recognition could mean 
for Fulton South.

SAT PREP CLASS LEADS STUDENT TO BECOME
 SOUTH FULTON’S FIRST NATIONAL MERIT SCHOLAR

the potential and that we 
were going to become 
Westlake’s first National 
Merit Scholars,” recount-
ed Anthony. 

Westlake’s SAT Prep 
class is a particularly 
fascinating model for 
fostering student suc-
cess because it is run 
by a successful Atlanta-
based tutoring company 
named Applerouth.

Applerouth, which 
was founded by Jed Ap-
plerouth, has partnered 
with Westlake specifi-
cally to bring its services 
within a school for the 
betterment of students.

Applerouth has ex-
panded greatly in the 
past five to ten years and 
now has offices in sev-
eral different states and 
even internationally, but 
it considers its partner-
ship with Westlake as an 
important way to support 
local Atlanta students. 

Applerouth even sup-
ports students at the 
lengths of offering mock 
SAT tests at Westlake, as 
well as providing the op-
portunity for all Westlake 
students to sign up free 
for their SAT and ACT on-
line resources (www.ap-
plerouth.com/Westlake).

For Westlake, the 
partnership has been a 
smashing success, and 
when the grant that first 
paid for the SAT Prep 
program ended, Westlake 
recognized how strong 
the program was and be-
gan to support it through 

the school budget, keep-
ing the partnership alive.

For Applerouth, 
this success at the high 
school level has helped 
inspire a tutoring pro-
gram for kindergarten 
students in reading skills, 
which could prove an in-
valuable boost to a young 
child’s performance.

In conjunction with 
Applerouth, Mr. Kitron 
teaches four SAT Prep 
classes and two ACT Prep 
classes at Westlake.

Mr. Kitron moved to 
Atlanta in 2008 to attend 
Emory Law School, and 
stayed after graduation 
in order to pursue his in-
terest in teaching.

“My experience as a 
teacher has been great. 
I couldn’t be happier,” 
beamed Mr. Kitron.

“The best thing is 
when I hear from stu-
dents when they first get 
1300 and 1400 on the 
SAT and then they come 
back and have an 1800. 
Then, all of the sudden, 
they are getting into the 
schools they are want-
ing to get into and getting 
scholarships to big uni-
versities like UGA. I’m 
happy for the students 
themselves,” explained 
Mr. Kitron.

Even though Mr. 
Kitron praised only the 
students and their hard 
work in his comments, 
Anthony would not miss 
an opportunity to ex-
plain that his success 
came from his time in 

Mr. Kitron’s class.
“I wouldn’t have got-

ten this award without 
taking all the classes,” 
said Anthony. 

“My freshman year, 
the PSAT was never a 
test that I was preparing 
for beforehand, but this 
class had me thinking 
about the PSAT all the 
way through the school 
year, so I was ready my 
sophomore year.’

“I think that is why 
I did better. It is kind 
of humbling, because 
when they said no one 
else down here had got-
ten National Merit, I first 
thought that I wasn’t go-
ing to do it,” admitted An-
thony. 

“I thought, ‘I’ll take 
the class, but I’m not go-
ing to get it.’ That was 
my thought process, but 
with the class, I began to 
think, ‘Wow, I can actu-
ally do this.’

Anthony thrived es-
pecially well in the envi-
ronment of the SAT Prep 
class, describing it as a 
driven place for success.

“Everyone desired to 
achieve, so no one was 
fooling around. Everyone 
wanted to succeed,” said 
Anthony.

“Also, Mr. Kitron has 
good and clear ways of 
teaching. Other teach-
ers might make things 
harder than they need 
to, but he finds a way to 
make even the compli-
cated things easy to un-
derstand, which is how I 
think it should be. When 
you are trying to learn 
something, you should 
be learning it the easiest 
way possible,” explained 
Anthony.

Anthony also found 
the class exceeding-
ly helpful because he 
learned many different 
techniques to teach him 
how to take the test. 

“The SAT and PSAT 
really test how well you 
can take the tests rather 
than how smart you are,” 
said Anthony.

(SAT PREP STORY IS 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2)

In fact, South Fulton 
has much to celebrate, 
because it appears that 
Anthony will be the first 
National Merit Scholar 
from South Fulton, which 
would make this a histor-
ic moment for Georgia.

“It’s crazy to me. I’m 
happy because it puts 
South Fulton on the map. 
In terms of achievements 
and awards, the forms 
now say South Fulton, 
or just Fulton” said An-
thony.

Anthony also high-
lighted a very special 
class, Westlake’s SAT 
Prep class, that allowed 
him to succeed so fully.

“I owe it all to Mr. 
Kitron, who teaches 
the SAT Prep Class, and 
Westlake for starting all 
that up,” said Anthony.

This is the third year 
Westlake has offered SAT 
Prep, and ever since the 
classes began, SAT scores 
have skyrocketed.

The SAT Prep class is 
currently offered as an 
elective, but Anthony 
fondly remembers when 
the class was first found-
ed and had to be either 
before or after school. 

“Dr. Rivera called us 
into his office and had 
two sessions. He let us 
vote whether we were 
going to have the class 
before or after school, 
and we decided before. 
He had picked us be-
cause we had the highest 
PSAT scores in our year. 
He told us that we had 

Mr. Kitron teaches SAT Prep class (left); Anthony Hudson, Westlake’s National Merit Scholar (right)



SCHOOL NEWS

BY ALEXANDRA BATES
ATLANTA - Westlake 
High School students will 
be participating in the 
PSAT for grades 9-11 on 
Wednesday, October 14, 
2015.  

The PSAT is sponsored 
by the CollegeBoard and 
the Preliminary SAT/Na-
tional Merit Scholarship 
Qualifying Test (PSAT/
NMSQT®) is a powerful 
step to college and career 
opportunity. 

By focusing on the 
knowledge and skills that 
evidence shows matter 
most for college and ca-
reer readiness, the PSAT/
NMSQT provides stu-
dents with valuable feed-
back and tools to help 
them reach their college 
and career goals. 

PSAT Student Guides 
and Practice Tests will 
be distributed to students 
this week through their 
English Language Arts 
class and should be uti-
lized to assist students in 
preparing for this impor-
tant test.  

Additionally, an elec-
tronic copy of the PSAT 
Practice Test can be 
found in this link: https://
collegereadiness.college-
board.org/psat-nmsqt-
psat-10/practice

Changes in the PSAT
Words in Context
Many questions on 

the new PSAT/NMSQT 
and PSAT 10 focus on 
important, widely used 
words and phrases found 
in texts in many different 
subjects. 

Some questions ask 
you to figure out a word’s 
meaning based on con-
text. The words are ones 
that you will probably 
encounter in college or 
in the workplace long af-
ter test day.  

No longer will stu-
dents use flashcards 
to memorize obscure 
words, only to forget 
them the minute they put 
their test pencils down. 

The redesigned ex-
ams will engage students 
in close reading and hon-
or the best work of the 
classroom.

Command of Evidence
The Evidence-Based 

Reading and Writing sec-
tion asks you to inter-
pret, synthesize, and use 
evidence found in a wide 
range of sources. 

These sources include 
informational graphics, 
such as tables, charts, 
and graphs, as well as 
multi-paragraph pas-
sages in the areas of lit-
erature and literary non-
fiction, the humanities, 
science, history and so-
cial studies, and on topics 
about work and career.  

For every passage or 
pair of passages you’ll 
see during the Reading 
Test, at least one ques-
tion will ask you to iden-
tify which part of the text 
best supports the answer 
to the previous question. 
In other instances, you’ll 
be asked to find the best 
answer to a question 
by pulling together in-
formation conveyed in 
words and graphics.

Math that Matters Most
The Math Test fo-

cuses in-depth on three 
essential areas of math: 

Problem Solving and 
Data Analysis, Heart of 
Algebra, and Passport to 
Advanced Math.  Prob-
lem Solving and Data 
Analysis is about being 
quantitatively literate. 
It includes using ratios, 
percentages, and propor-
tional reasoning to solve 
problems in science, so-
cial science, and career 
contexts.  

The Heart of Algebra 
focuses on the mastery 
of linear equations and 
systems, which helps stu-
dents develop key pow-
ers of abstraction.  

Passport to Advanced 
Math focuses on more 
complex equations and 
the manipulation they 
require.

No Penalty for Guessing
On the new PSAT/

NMSQT and PSAT 10, 
you simply earn points 
for the questions you an-
swer correctly. 

So go ahead and 
give your best answer to 
every question — there’s 
no advantage to leaving 
them blank.
 

Personalized Study 
with Khan Academy

The College Board 
and Khan Academy® 
have partnered to make 
practicing easy and per-
sonal.

At Khan Academy, 
you can access thousands 
of questions approved by 
the College Board, take 
four official SAT practice 
tests, and create person-
alized study plans based 
on your results.  

Taking an SAT prac-
tice test is good practice 
for the PSAT/NMSQT and 
PSAT 10 because the as-
sessments measure the 
same skills and knowl-
edge in ways that make 
sense for different grade 
levels.
 

Free SAT Prep
Just imagine how 

much our overall student 
population could im-
prove if we took advan-
tage of the free resources 
on the Applerouth site- 
http://www.applerouth.
com/westlake. 

The online resources 
have a $99 retail value, 
but is absolutely free for 

our 10th-12th grade stu-
dents. 9th grade student 
pay a nominal $25 Fee 
for a yearly subscription. 

Why spent thousands 
of dollars for college, 
when there are resources 
like this that can put our 
students in a situation 
where colleges are pay-
ing our students to attend 
their institutions? 

It’s already happen-
ing at Westlake. Please 
visit the Applerouth site 
for this free informa-
tion, all you need is your 
child’s Student ID. 

If you have any ques-
tions is the process, 
please do not hesitate to 
contact Applerouth at 
info@applerouth.com or 
404-728-0661. 

Thank you parents for 
your continued support 
of our students. It is truly 
a partnership between 
the home and school. 

Should you have any 
questions or concerns 
regarding the PSAT ad-
ministration at Westlake 
High School, please do 
not hesitate to contact 
Ms. Oliver, olivert1@ful-
tonschools.org. 

PSAT TESTS WILL BE HELD OCTOBER 14th

(SAT PREP STORY CON-
TINUED FROM PAGE 1)

When asked to fur-
ther explain this, Antho-
ny used a portion of the 
test as an example. 

“For the reading com-
prehension questions, 
the test is looking for the 
answer it thinks is right. 
There are always other 
right answers, depend-
ing on how you construe 
the question, so if you’re 
an over-thinker, the oth-
er choices could hinder 
you.’ 

“You might say, ‘Well, 
it could be this.’ Instead, 
you want to make sure 
that every answer you 
make is in the test, be-
cause the answers are in 
the text itself. You want to 
be careful to not let out-
side knowledge distract 
you from what is on the 
page,” said Anthony.

This level of insight 
was not Anthony’s alone 
but a shared quality of 
Mr. Kitron’s students, be-
cause according to An-
thony’s classmate, Rani 
Shagarabi, students even 
understood that the class 
was literally modelled off 
of the test itself. 

“Mr. Kitron seems 
very knowledgeable of 
the SAT and ACT, and I 
like the class because it  

SAT PREP CLASS AND NATIONAL MERIT SCHOLAR (cont.)

is broken into sections 
just like the test,” said 
Rani. 

“The class imple-
ments breaks to relax 
between the work, but 
it also has enough work 
that you are learning a 
lot by the end of the class 
period, In the class, we 
identify a section, learn 
some tricks and tips, 
practice seven or eight 
questions to make sure 
we get it, and then review 
the concept,” said Rani, 
explaining what sounds 
like great best practice 
teaching.

Westlake has certain-
ly distinguished itself in 
tests like the SAT, so it is 
no stranger to celebrat-
ing standardized test 
scores.

For example, West-
lake has seen strong ris-
es in End of Course Test 
scores in 9th Grade Lit-
erature and Physical Sci-

ence, as depicted in the 
graph to the right.

Also, the total number 
of AP students and num-
ber of AP exams taken 
have risen dramatically 
across the past three 
years.

Furthermore, last 
year, Westlake saw two 
seniors awarded Posse 
Scholarships, which pays 
for four years of college 
tuition at a menu of pres-
tigious colleges.

The year before, three 
seniors were awarded 
the Gates Millennium 
Scholarship, which pays 
for a student’s tuition at 
any college while that 
student completes an un-
dergraduate, graduate, 
and doctoral degree.  

Together, all Westlake 
seniors earned over $10 
million in college schol-
arships.

However, despite 
these successes, there 

is something unique 
about celebrating a Na-
tional Merit Scholar, 
a fact recognized by 
11Alive News, which 
sent a news van out to 
Westlake to cover the 
story.

“I have never had  
my students on the lo-
cal news, It’s exciting. I 
am obviously proud of 
the kids, and I’m proud 
of the program and 
glad it’s getting recog-
nition. I have sent the 
video to my family, and 
teachers in the halls 
here at Westlake are 
excited about the pro-
gram,”  said Mr. Kitron,

For Anthony, this 
experience, including 
the visit from the news, 
has taught him more 
about what he wants 
to do and how much he 
can achieve. However, 
after seeing so much 
young talent in the SAT 

Prep class, Anthony is 
more focused on the fu-
ture than the past.

“I am the first but not 
the last  National Merit 
Scholar. We are going to 
have many more from 
Westlake due to this pro-
gram.”

Anthony specifically 
spotlighted Rani Shaga-
rabi and Festus Ojo, who 
would have qualified for 
the program last year but 
were not eligible as soph-

omores. 
Now that they are 

Juniors, we will hopefully 
be celebrating our sec-
ond and third National 
Merit Scholars when stu-
dents at Westlake take 
the PSAT in a week and 
a half on Wednesday 
10/14.

Best wishes all, espe-
cially those who will be 
our future National Merit 
Scholars! 

Applerouth’s influence on SAT scores (above)

AP test numbers (above)

EOCT progress (above)
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DEBATE TEAM TRAVELS TO 
NORTH CAROLINA

SCHOOL NEWS

BY STAFF
ATLANTA - Two mem-
bers of Westlake’s Debate 
Team travelled to Wake 
Forest University in North 
Carolina to compete at a 
debate tournament that 
drew high schools from 
multiple states.

Rani Shagarabi and 
Elysia Tillman relished 
the opportunity to spend 
their weekend arguing 
their opinions and per-
suading judges, but they 
emphasized that the 
tournament is a competi-
tion, so it was also a lot of 
hard work.

Specifically, each team 
had to create an interest-
ing argument that related 
to the “major topic” of 
the tournament but was 
unique enough to make 
their team look original, 
so it understandably took 
time to cultivate such an 
argument.

“It’s a very good learn-
ing experience, but some 
teams will go off topic 
and argue that what they 
are talking about is more 
important than the topic. 
It is much easier to lose 
those arguments, so we 
want to make sure our 
argument fits the topic,” 
explained Rani. 

Once at the tourna-
ment, Westlake’s team 
presented its argument 
and made a case for it be-
ing true, while the other 
team argued against the 
topic. Each team then 
took turns defending or 
attacking, and at the end 
of the match, a panel of 
judges decided the win-
ner.

Much of any debate 
competition, however, 
came down to prepara-
tion rather than dramatic 
speeches made on the fly.
“The majority of debate 
doesn’t happen inside the 
debate. It happens out-
side of it, where you write 
notes for arguments that 
you know you are go-
ing to hear, so instead 
of wasting minutes try-
ing to prepare fantastic 
arguments from the top 
of your head,” explained 
Rani.

The reason that West-
lake knows what its op-
ponents are going to say 
is because the same ma-
jor topic will be used at 
all the debates in the Na-
tional Circuit this year, so 
each team re-introduces 
its individual argument 
and improves it over the 
course of the year.

After a team presents 
an argument for the first 

time, the team puts the 
argument on a web-
site accessible by all, so 
teams can prepare for 
what opposing teams are 
going to say.

Westlake has used 
this site to help prepare 
for their opponents, and 
because Westlake’s argu-
ment is on the website, 
Westlake’s success in 
later debates will rely on 
how it improves its argu-
ment. 

This year’s debate 
topic is whether or not 
the U.S. Congress should 
pass a law that stops gov-
ernment surveillance, 
specifically the National 
Security Agency’s (NSA) 
policy of storing cell 
phone text messages and 
calls made by U.S. citi-
zens.

In the debate, West-
lake presented a reso-
lution that spotlighted 
a strange modern phe-
nomenon where local 
neighbourhood commit-
tees or small govern-
ment agencies use social 
media and personal in-
formation about women 
to get them removed 
from Section 8 housing 
or blocked from receiv-
ing Welfare.

“The plan that we 
presented was about 
how different govern-
ment agencies form a 
moral coding to decide 
who is eligible for wel-
fare and specifically tar-
gets single black moth-
ers,” described Rani.

At the debate, Rani 
and Elysia argued that 
Shelley v. Kraemer, a 
1934 court case that 
made it clear that dis-
criminatory policies in 
housing were unconsti-
tutional, should be ex-
tended to prevent local 

BY CAMERON ALLEN
ATLANTA - The next 
time you are watching 
Westlake Live, you might 
see an impressive cam-
era angle from fifty feet 
in the air and wonder, 
“How did they do that?”

It turns out that West-
lake Live has embraced 
film’s latest technology, 
the camera-carrying 
drone, which can hover 
high in the air while be-
ing steered by remote 
control.

In Hollywood, drones 
have allowed film-mak-
ers to bring cameras 
where they could not 
go before, saving much 
money on tricky angles 
that had previously re-
quired expensive cranes 
or helicopters. 

At Westlake, students 
will begin to experiment 
with this cutting edge 
technology to film pano-
ramas of the school as 
well as other projects. 

“Some of the students 
are very, very excited,” 
said Ms. Page, the super-
visor of Westlake Live, 
who seemed quite excit-
ed herself.

“I started thinking 
about this kind of tech-
nology many years back 
when unconventional 
cameras began to be-
come popular. Years ago 
when the Tony Hawk 
cameras came out, I 
thought that was the 

coolest. But things just 
keep getting better. Fly-
ing cameras are the ulti-
mate,” said Ms. Page.

There have been 
more and more specialty 
cameras on the market,, 
including spy cameras, 
night vision “ghost hunt-
ing” cameras, helmet 
cams, sport cams, and 
vehicle mounted camer-
as, so Ms. Page explained 
that drones were just the 
next step in the evolution 
of filming technology.

“Drones are not a sur-
prise. What is a surprise 
is that they are so cheap,” 
explained Ms. Page.

While drones can 
range between $300 
and $3000, most high 
end camera drones are 
priced around $1200, 
and there are extremely 
good options for $600 
and even lower. One stu-
dent even estimated that 
$300 could buy a drone 
that produces extremely 
professional video.

At one time, film 
production equipment 
would cost as much as 
used cars, so the rela-
tively low cost of such 
exciting new technology 
opens up a whole world 
of possibility for young 
filmmakers like Naehr 
Williams, who is West-
lake’s go-to drone pilot.
 “Naehr knows how to 
control it, and he’s train-
ing someone else. It re-

BROADCASTING CLASS
DEPLOYS DRONE

quires a different kind 
of skill than traditional 
cameras. It is more the 
kind of skill needed to 
operate the controls of 
a video game or remote 
control toy,” explained 
Ms. Page.

Even though Naehr 
has been practicing for 
over a year, he assured 
us that a drone is not too 
difficult to operate.

“It’s really simple once 
you get the hang of it. You 
just have to maintain the 
altitude and not press 
the joystick forward too 
hard,” explained Naehr, 
downplaying his obvious 
expertise.

Naehr also made 
a point that the drone 
is much stronger than 
many people fear, down-
playing the possibility of 
it breaking if used cor-
rectly.
“You could run it into a 
wall, and it would prob-
ably be okay, but don’t try 
that,” warned Naehr. 

As of now, walls eve-
rywhere can breate a 
sigh of relief. There are 
no plans to fly the drone 
indoors, mainly because 
the camera works best 
outdoors.

The broadcast team 
has a few creative ideas 
in the works that they 
want to remain secret, 
but as a general rule, the 
broadcast team has de-
cided to use the drones 
strategically so not to 
overuse the wow factor 
of working with drones. 

This is a mature deci-
sion made by a crop of 
young filmmakers who 
have just landed them-
selves one of the most 
exciting new toys in film-
making.

Use it well, Westlake!

governments from using 
personal information 
gained under surveil-
lance to remove women 
from Section 8 housing. 

Rani explained that 
this topic is a good exam-
ple of how a debate team 
can find a specific area to 
discuss under the broad-
er topic of government 
surveillance.

“People will find ways 
to talk about what they 
want to talk about dur-
ing debates in ways that 
it relates to the resolu-
tion,” explained Rani, 
who seemed grateful to 
learn about an array of 
different resolutions at 
the tournament.

To Rani, sharing chal-
lenging ideas is what 
makes debate a strong 
intellectual tradition, 
and this tradition is well 
represented on West-
lake’s team. 

“In many sports, 
you work with a whole 
team, but with debate, 
you work more closely 
with one partner, so it is 
an opportunity to learn 
more about one person 
and yourself. There are 
things that Elysia is more 
knowledgeable about, 
and there are things that 
I am more knowledge-
able about, so we make 
a good team because 
we share our ideas and 
grow.” 

This seems like the 
perfect approach to 
growing together as a 
team.

We send our best 
wishes to Westlake’s De-
bate Team as it continues 
to grow its resolution and 
refine its arguments on 
both the Georgia Circuit 
and National Circuit.

continue the interview 
process, then they will 
go to State Level, and 
students selected at State 
will then go to GHP. 

Best luck and wishes, 
Westlake students! 

Social Studies
N’naserri Carew- Johnson 
Jonathan Johnson 
Justice Marshall 
Festus Ojo 
Rani Shagarabi 
Elyesia Tillman
Brian Woolfolk

Engineering 
Zachary Williams

Communicative Arts 
Michael Foster
Asia Grant
N’naserri Carew-Johnson
Johnathan Johnson 
Maya Johnson
Owen Manning 
Nicholas Manning 
Justice Marshall 
Festus Ojo 
Spencer Ray 
Camille Quick
Rani Shagarabi 
Shina Smith
Ebony Strong 
Elyesia Tillman 
Brian Woolfolk

CONGRATULATIONS 
GHP NOMINEES

Congratulations to 
the following students 
who have received 
nominations from their 
classroom teachers for 
the Governor’s Honors 
Program, a month-long 
opportunity for students 
to live on a college cam-
pus and take fun, creative 
classes with top students 
from across the state.

From this list of 
students, Westlake will 
select school representa-
tives who will then go 
to County Interviews. If 
students are selected to 
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SCHOOL NEWS

BY STAFF
ATLANTA - Last week, 
Westlake’s Fine Arts De-
partment presented a 
tremendous night of mu-
sic, dance, and worship 
at Gospel Explosion’s Stir 
Up the Gift.

The evening featured 
music and dance rou-
tines by students and 
was an inspirational 
showcase of talent for the 
Chorus, Orchestra, and 
Dance programs.

In standout moments 
of the evening, Lauryn 
Kellie Davis, a two-year 
member of All-State Cho-
rus, and Jahlil Strickland 
performed outstanding 
solos, and Westlake’s 
Dance Master Class per-
formed a moving inter-
pretation of “Don’t Cry” 
by Kirk Franklin.

These moments were 
certainly not lost on au-
dience members such as 

Laschunn Denese, a Ful-
ton County Schools em-
ployee, who raved about 
the experience.

“The show was amaz-
ing, explosive, uplifting 
and inspirational,“ com-
mented Laschunn.

Overall, the evening 
impressively combined 
the talents of several ad-
ditional groups at the 
school, including the 
JROTC, which performed 
the opening ceremony, 
as well as the cheerlead-
ing team and drumline, 
which adding stirring 
performances. 

These collaborations 
signaled just what a pow-
erful community West-
lake gathered at the Gos-
pel Explosion. 

To further this mes-
sage, community pastors, 
reverends, ministers, and 
elders gave short praise 
messages throughout 

FINE ARTS DEPARTMENT PRODUCES “GOSPEL EXPLOSION”
the evening for military 
members, athletes, sen-
iors, teachers, parents, 
and college students.

Community mem-
bers who dedicated their 
time and spirits included 
Carson Holliman, Gavin 
Lane, Steffany Gretz-
inger, Marvin King, Della 
Walters, and Dexter Da-
vis.

Messages of praise 
also came from West-
lake employees Kim-
braly Grimes and Cece-
lia Johnson, who gave 
impassioned speeches 
about the importance of 
students and education. 
These moments soared 
with heartfelt love and 
comradery.  

Two additional mo-
ments in the evening that 
stood out was the fashion 
club’s examples of church 
fashion, a wonderful ad-
dition to the Gospel Ex-

BY STAFF
ATLANTA - This sum-
mer, two Westlake sci-
ence students partici-
pated in an internship at 
Georgia Tech where they 
developed an idea for  
applying Wi-Fi technol-
ogy to everyday living.

Caitlin Jones and 
Mar-kaline Reid were 
given four vague project 
descriptions to choose 
from and a few hours to 
decide which to pursue.

“One of the ideas, Wi-
Fi trilateration, intrigued 
us because honestly we 
had never even heard 
of the ‘trilateration,’” ex-
plained Caitlin.

The word trilateration 
means using three Wi-Fi 
sources in equal distance 
of each other to find the 
location of something 
in the triangles of Wi-Fi 
connection.

As they researched 
the concept and uses of 
trilateration, Caitlin and 
Mar-kaline came up with 
an idea of creating an In-
door Positioning System 
that would allow visitors 
to navigate buildings and 
find individual rooms 
and services more easily.

Basically, this system 
would allow people to 
have a miniature Global 
Positioning System (GPS) 
within a building that is 
based off of Wi-Fi sources 
instead of GPS satellites.

“Let’s say you are a 
freshman at college and 
you don’t know where 
your classes are inside 
of a large research build-
ing. Instead of having to 
ask someone to show you 
where that classroom or 
lecture hall is, our Indoor 
Positioning System could 
show you the way,” ex-

STUDENTS DESIGN ALTERNATIVE TO GPS AT GEORGIA TECH

plained Caitlin. 
This technology could 

be implemented in hos-
pitals, business parks, 
shopping centers, and 
anywhere else that you 
may find yourself getting 
lost inside.

It would be superior 
to GPS in many cases 
because an Indoor Po-
sitioning System (IPS) 

based off of Wi-Fi would 
be much more accurate 
at close distances than 
GPS. 

“GPS’s would not be 
able tell you where an 
exact place is inside of a 
hospital or parking lot. It 
would only tell you how 
to get there in the broad-
est sense,” said Caitlin.

The students were 

thankful for the help they 
received not just from 
Mr. Washington and Ms. 
Cordeiro, their Westlake 
sponsors, but also their 
Georgia Tech professor, 
Matthew Swartz, who 
gave indispensible guid-
ance.

“Working with Dr. 
Swartz was a reward-
ing experience because 
he treated us as if we 
were one of his college 
students and held us to 
those standards,” said 
Caitlin.

Caitlin and Mar-ka-
line were even given a 
large space on Georgia 
Tech’s campus to run 
tests on their Wi-Fi sig-
nal strengths; they were 
allowed to use three Wi-
Fi emitters and placed 
them in three different 
corners of a 100 ft. x 100 
ft. building.

There are many fu-
ture applications for 
their research, and one 
day, if an IPS emerges as 
a compliment (or com-
petitor) to GPS, then Cait-
lin and Mar-kaline can 
say that they were on the 
cutting edge of this tech-
nology.

Regardless of where 
IPS goes, Caitlin and 
Mar-kaline know that 
they will be better pre-
pared for all future ven-
tures that they under-
take.

“From what we have 
learned from our expe-
rience at Georgia Tech, 
we feel as though we are 
more than prepared for 
this year’s science fair,” 
said Caitlin.

It sure sounds like it.

NEW CROP OF STUDENTS BECOME LEO THE LIONS
BY LINNAE THOMP-
SON, CHRISTOPHER 
JENKINS, AND DAVID 
SIMS
ATLANTA - Leo the Lion, 
Westlake’s mascot, has 
been quite an exciting 
sight to see for students 
who were in attend-
ance at various sporting 
events. 

Over the years, Leo 
has proven himself quite 
the character, whether it 
was his dancing, clown-
ing, or being everywhere, 
and even his presence 
alone made students ex-
cited. 

When you see Leo, 
you know there wasn’t 
going to be any drama, 
unless maybe Leo was 
getting into a fight with 
another team’s mascot! 

Now that it is the 
2015-2016 school year, it 
is time for new students 
to become the mascot. 
This year, Westlake held 
auditions for Leo the 
Lion, and according to 
Coach Clark, the audi-
tions were creative and 
fun.

“We needed auditions 
for Leo the Lion because 
so many students said 

they were interested in 
being Leo, so we organ-
ized the auditions to see 
who had the most spirit 
and could be the best 
Leo,” explained Coach 
Ckark.

As a result of the au-
ditions, Westlake will 
have three Leos which, 
is so awesome! The iden-
tity of the students under 
the suit will not be given, 
however. 

During the games, it 
is the mascot’s job to play 
with the kids and have 
fun as the band plays 
and cheerleaders cheer, 

and keeping the identity 
of the mascot a secret 
helps Leo interact with 
the crowds.

We were able to se-
cretly interview one of 
the students under the 
costume under the con-
dition of anonymity, and 
got a few pointers about 
what it takes to be a 
school mascot.

The first piece of ad-
vice that Leo gave us was 
about the priorities of be-
ing a mascot. 

According to Leo, it 
is all about making the 
small kids happy and 

surviving the ones that 
want to mess with the 
mascot.

“I enjoy the kids’ reac-
tion, especially Ms. Jen-
kins’s daughter, because 
she loves the mascot, and 
I love seeing her,” said 
Leo glowingly. 

“The worst part 
though is when kids pull 
the tail, though. It throws 
my whole walking off,” he 
admitted.

Leo also added a cou-
ple of basic pieces of ad-
vice to anyone interested 
in becoming a mascot.

“If a person takes a 

picture of you with a 
flash, try to keep your 
eyes out of sight, because 
the flash can reveal you 
inside the costume. Also,, 
keep in mind that you 
will have tunnel vision 
and will need to keep 
your eyes on the ground 
so you don’t trip over 
children.”

We are very excited 
to see what our Leos can 
bring this year. We are 
rooting for our team of 
Leos to spread the West-
lake spirit. 

We’ll see them at the 
game!

plosion, as well as a stun-
ning presentation of the 
poem “Silence is Deadly” 
by Ezekiel Azonwu, per-
formed by Christa Spears 
of Emory University. 

This evening of tal-
ent and celebration could 
not have been possible 
without the leadership 
of Glenda Walker, Kim-
braly Grimes, and Cece-

lia Johnson, so we at the 
newsletter want to give 
a big thank you for mak-
ing this wonderful event 
happen for our school!
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STUDENT SERVICES’ CORNER

COUNSELOR’S CORNER

ATLANTA - Thank you 
for your patience during 
the schedule change re-
quest process. 

The window to re-
quest schedule changes 
ended August 21st. 

There will be some 
schedule adjustments 
in the upcoming weeks 
to level class size to the 
district/state mandated 
class size limit.

As you are aware, we 
have welcomed well over 
250 new Westlake Lions. 

Due to the inflow of 
new students, Westlake 
will receive additional 
teachers to accommo-
date our new student 
population, and this 
means schedule changes. 

MORE TEACHERS FOR WHS
To ensure that classes 

are in compliance with 
district and state man-
dates, a random selection 
will be made to remove 
students from classes 
that are overcrowded 
and need to be balanced. 

We apologize in ad-
vance for the inconven-
ience this will cause; 
schedule changes cannot 
be reversed. 

We appreciate your 
understanding while 
Westlake adheres to dis-
trict and state mandates 
to ensure smaller class 
sizes for optimal class-
room instruction for our 
students.    

ATLANTA- On May 20, 
2016, senior  students 
will be closing this chap-
ter on their high school 
career. 

Congratulations to all 
the senior students and 
parents of senior stu-
dents who have almost 
made it to the graduation 
milestone.

CHECKING SENIOR STATUS

Counsellors will begin 
senior status checks im-
mediately following the 
schedule change window 
so we can inform you of 
your student’s specific 
status.

Thank you in advance 
for your patience and un-
derstanding.

9th Grade (A - Z): Antonio Grissom,  
grissom@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400 x46429 
 
10th – 12th (A – E):  Anthony Decosta,  
decosta@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400 x46434 
 
10th – 12th (E – K): Beatrice Ford,  
fordb@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400 x46482 
 
10th - 12th (L – Q): Shelia Reese-Jackson (Head),   
reeses@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400 x46433

 
10th - 12th (R – Z): Dawn Perry, 
perrydb@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400 x46432 

Professional Assisstant: Jeanine Griswold, 
griswoldj@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400

CONTACTING COUNSELORS

Student Services Administration

Curriculum Assistant Principal: Cecelia Johnson,
johnsonc5@fultonschools.org

Administrative Assistant: Candice Hickman,  
hickmanc@fultonschools.org

Student Support Staff

College and Career Advisor: Steven Johnson 
johnsons16@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400 x46462

504 Coordinator and 
Graduation Coach: Twanda Harrison, 
harrisont1@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400 x46428

Instructional Support Teacher: Jennifer Swint, 
swint@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400 x46444

     
SEC Department Chair: Andrea Freeman,  
freemana1@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400 x46444

Data Specialist: Jan McLemore,  
mclemorej@fultonschools.org
 
Back Up Data Specialist: Mesi Spencer,
spencerm@fultonschools.org 

Records Clerk: Jenna Earwood,
bannister@fultonschools.org

Professional Assisstant: Jeanine Griswold, 
griswoldj@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400

School Social Worker: Willette Stephens,  
stephensw@fultonschools.org or 470-346-6400 x46483
 
School Psychologist: Judith Perkins 
perkinsj@fultonschools.org 
 
School Psychologist: Elizabeth Scott, 
scottea@fultonschools.org

ATLANTA- As the year 
advances, you may find 
yourself in need of con-
tacing one of Westlake’s 
counselors.

When that happens, 
we want to make sure 
that you know the correct 
number and can quickly 
get in touch with the per-
son who can best help 
your student.

Below, you will find a 
list of useful contacts for 

the counselors.
If you need to set up 

a parent-teacher con-
ference, we can set up a 
conference with all your 
student’s teachers if you 
contact the Student Ser-
vices office. 

Please either call the 
school at (404) 346-6400 
and request Student Ser-
vices or email Jeanine 
Griswold at the email ad-
dress posted below.

CONTACTING STUDENT SUPPORT STAFF
Please use the following numbers to contact the school in times of need.

ATLANTA- Join our dis-
tribution list to receive 
texts and/or emails with 
information on upcom-
ing college representa-
tive visits and scholar-
ship updates. 

Both students and 
parents are encouraged 
to register by using the 
website provided below. 

SIGN UP FOR REMIND 101
Don’t be left out of the 

loop—join today!
Please type the fol-

lowing url into your com-
puter to sign up for Re-
mind 101:  Class of 2016.

COUNSELING PROGRAMS

9th Grade Programs ............................................... 
• 9th Grade Parent Night (September) 
• Fall Freshman Classroom Guidance:  
High School 101 (October) 
• 9th Grade BRIDGE Law Benchmark Activity:  
Career Interest Inventory ( October - Novemeber) 
• Suicide Prevention Classroom Guidance:  
Signs of Suicide (November) 
 
 

10th Grade Programs ............................................ 
• 10th Grade Parent Night (September) 
• Sophomore Classroom Guidance: Understanding 
the PSAT/Online Tools & Resources for Test Prep & 
College Search (September) 
• 10th Grade BRIDGE Law Benchmark Activity: Dual 
Enrollment and College Credit Now Opportunities 
(November) 

11th Grade Programs ............................................ 
• Parent Night (September) 
• Fall Junior Classroom Guidance: What Colleges 
Consider in Admissions (November) 
• 11th Grade BRIDGE Law Benchmark Activity: Vir-
tual College Search (November)  

12th Grade Programs ............................................ 
• Graduation Status Check (August/September) 
• Senior Parent Night (September) 
• Senior Classroom Guidance Fall: College and Ca-
reer readiness Components (September) 
 

Counseling Programs Reaching 11th - 12th..... 
• College and Career Center 
• College Representatives at WHS (Grades 11-12)
 
 

Counseling Programs Reaching 9th–12th ........ 
• New Student Enrollments 
• Academic Advisement 
• Post-Secondary Planning and Advising 
• Dual Enrollment Information 
• Parent/Teacher Conferences 
• Summer School Information 
• Community Agency Referrals 
• Collaboration with Teachers, Administrators, 
School Social Worker, and School Psychologist 
• Care Team Referrals 
• SAT and ACT Information 
• Crisis Intervention 
• Career Guidance and Exploration 
• Transcribing Student Records

TESTING CORNER

Representatives
3 Parents:  
      Chris Lennon  
      Keisha Minter,  
      Christel Jackson
2 Teachers:  
      Yoshana Jones,  
      OPEN
2 Community:  
      Suzanne Wilborn,  
      Rhonda Hudson
2 School Employees:        
      Chantrise Holliman,  
      Estella B. Cook

FY16 SGC  
Meeting Calendar 

Location:  
Westlake High School 
Media Center 

Time:  
Tues. 4:30-5:30 PM

Dates: 
9/15/15            
10/27/15 
12/01/15 
1/26/15 
2/23/15 
3/22/15 
5/10/15

SCHOOL GOVERNANCE 
COUNCIL ANNOUNCED

BY STAFF 
ATLANTA - This month, 
students have begun tak-
ing MAP Assessments, 
computerized tests 
designed to pinpoint a 
student’s learning level.

These tests are 
“smart” and adjust to a 
student’s skill level in 
real time. 

As students answer 
questions correctly, the 
test will adjust in dif-
ficultly, giving the stu-
dents questions that will 
better match their skill.

If a student misses 
a question, the test will 
factor that into the next 
question and dial back 
the difficulty.

The goal of the test is 
to find a student’s “sweet 
spot” and give questions 
that are not over the stu-
dent’s head or well below 
the student’s potential. 

This student-based 
model of testing will 
yield fantastic data for 
teachers and be a tre-

mendous tool in assess-
ing what a student truly 
knows and needs to 
learn.

The MAP Assess-
ment was created by the 
Northwest Evaluation 
Association (NWEA), an 
organization that has 
existed for 40 years and 
leads the field in creat-
ing tests that are stu-
dent-centered.

While MAP As-
sessments are used by 
over 7000 schools na-
tionwide, Westlake is 
the only Fulton County 
school currently using 
MAP, which means that 
Westlake is leading the 
county in this new as-
sessment tool.

Westlake will admin-
ister the MAP Assess-
ment for Mathemat-
ics, Language Arts, and 
Reading at multiple 
points in the year and 
has already successfully 
administered its first 
round.

MAP ASSESSMENTS
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CALENDAR OF SCHOOL EVENTS

Staff Meeting ............................................................10/7 
DATE: Wednesday 10/7 
PLACE: Auditorium @ 3:45pm to 4:45pm 
 

Senior Portrait Makeups.................................... 10/8 
DATE: Thursday 10/8 
PLACE: Auditorium @ 1:00pm - 9:00pm 
 

A Day With Professional .................................. 10/10 
Musicians Workshop  
DATE: Saturday 10/10 
PLACE: Orchestra Room @ 9:00am to 1:00pm

 

Miss Westlake Pageant...................................... 10/13 
DATE: Tuesday 10/13 
PLACE: Black Box (Room 358) @ 6:00pm - 10:00pm

 

Magnet-PSAT Morning Boost ...................... 10/14 
DATE: Wednesday 10/14 
PLACE: Room 358 @ 7:45am to 8:10am 
 

PSAT/NMSQT Administration.........................10/14 
DATE: Wednesday 10/14 
PLACE: Westlake High School (During School) 
INFO: Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test / Na-
tional Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test. Free test 
prep is available through Khan Academy (www.
khanacademy.org). For the new version of this 
test, which goes  into effect with the October 2015 
administration, choose “New SAT” (starting March 
2016) from the test prep tab.  

Operational Planning Student..................... 10/15 
Assignment Redistricting Meeting 
DATE: Thursday 10/15 
PLACE: Auditorium @ 7:00pm to 9:00 pm 

ACT/SAT Mock Exam #2................................... 10/17  
DATE: Saturday 10/17 
PLACE: Cafeteria @ 8:30am - 1:30pm
 

Magnet Booster Club ...................,................... 10/21 

General Body Meeting 
DATE: Wednesday 10/21  
PLACE: Auditorium @ 6:30pm - 7:30pm 

Student Government Council ..................... 10/27 

Meeting  
DATE: Tuesday 10/27 
PLACE: Media Center @ 4:30pm - 5:30pm 
 

Professional Development.........10/30, 11/30, 1/6 
DATE: Friday 10/30, Monday 11/30, Wednesday 1/6 
PLACE: (Students Do Not Report to School)

 

Westlake High School Graduation..............5/20 
DATE: Friday 5/20  
PLACE: Georgia Dome @ 7:00pm

STUDENT CELEBRATIONS

MONDAY 10/5 Harold Daniel is perhaps the kindest 
young man I have ever met. He reaches out to oth-
ers consistently, and you can always expect a “How 
are you?” from him in the hallway. He has often made 
my day by checking on me. In his Digital Design class, 
he completes work thoroughly and is always willing 
to help those who do not understand an assignment 
with the intricacies involved in completing an assign-
ment. Harold also represented Westlake well last year 
as a participant in both the fall leadership conference 
and the spring competitive  conference. I know he will 
do so again this year. (Nominated by Ms. Lamb)
 
TUESDAY 10/6 Jeremiah Ezell spent time opening 
the door for students and teachers coming into the 
school. Jeremiah, who has a genuinely nice and easy-
going spirit, is the perfect example of a gentleman 
who goes out of his way to help others. (Nominated 
by Ms. Mitchell)

WEDNESDAY 10/7 Joya King spent her time in tuto-
rial not only preparing herself for the upcoming test 
but also encouraging her classmates. She had a very 
positive attitude and approached the test like she had 
already passed it. (Nominated by Ms. Fullerton)

THURSDAY 10/8 Prosha Jones has distinguished her-
self as DECA President, exhibiting leadership, dedica-
tion, and termendous communication skills. Her com-
munication skills show especially when she is leading 
DECA club meeting. (Nominated by Ms. Mecca Jones)

FRIDAY 10/9 Aspen Humes received dress code, 
but she was very trustworthy and came on her own 
without being escorted. She was very cooperative, 
positive, and had a sweet disposition about the whole 
incident.  We are proud to have Aspen Humes as a 
student at Westlake because of the positive example 
she sets. (Nominated by Mr. Adams)

If you would like to be selected as a Westlake Student 
of the Day, please continue to make smart decisions 
throughout the week. Staff will be on the lookout for 
students who exmplify the I AM WESTLAKE spirit. If 
you work hard in a classroom, go above and beyond 
for a club or activity, or help out a classmate with a 
random act of kindness, you might be selected! Keep 
it up, Westlake!

If you would like to be selected as a Westlake Student 
of the Day, please continue to make smart decisions 
throughout the week. Staff will be on the lookout for 
students who exmplify the I AM WESTLAKE spirit. If 
you work hard in a classroom, go above and beyond 
for a club or activity, or help out a classmate with a 
random act of kindness, you might be selected! Keep 
it up, Westlake!

STUDENTS OF THE DAY

WESTLAKE CELEBRATES ITS SENIOR BIRTHDAYS

Cross Country @ Westlake................................. 10/6 
DATE: Tuesday 10/6 
PLACE: Westlake High School @ 5:30pm 
 

Freshman Football vs. Mays.............................10/8 
DATE: Thursday 10/8  
PLACE: Westlake High School @ 5:30pm 
 

JV Football vs. Maynard Jackson................... 10/8 
DATE: Thursday 10/8  
PLACE: Maynard Jackson High School @ 6:00pm 

Varsity Football vs. Newnan............................ 10/9 
DATE: Friday 10/9  
PLACE: Westlake Stadium @ 7:30pm 
 

Varsity Football vs. Douglas County......... 10/16 
DATE: Friday 10/16  
PLACE: Westlake Stadium @ 7:30pm 
 

Spirit Day / Pep Rally......................................... 10/16 
DATE: Friday 10/16  
PLACE: Westlake High School @ During School 

Homecoming Celebration............................. 10/16 
DATE: Friday 10/16  
PLACE: Westlake Stadium @ 7:30pm 
 

Cross Country @ Nike/Fleet Feet ............... 10/17 
Coach Wood Invitational  
DATE: Saturday 10/17  
PLACE: N. Georgia Gainsville Campus @ 8:00am 
 

Freshman Football vs. Mt. Zion................... 10/22 
DATE: Thursday 10/22 
PLACE: Westlake High School @ 5:30pm 

JV Football vs. Langston Hughes .............. 10/22 
DATE: Thursday 10/22  
PLACE: Westlake High School @ 6:00pm 
 

Varsity Football vs. Langston Hughes..... 10/23 
DATE: Friday 10/23  
PLACE: Westlake Stadium @ 7:30pm 

CALENDAR OF SPORTING EVENTS

Sunday 10/4 

Malik Simanga

Tuesday 10/6 

Bjorn Spence

Wednesday 10/7 

Christion Kennedy

Thursday 10/8 

Quindarius Jones

Thursday 10/8 

Amber Kirlew

Thursday 10/8 

Johnny Snowden

Saturday 10/10 

Savanna Freeman
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BY STAFF
ATLANTA - If seniors have not already gotten yearbook pictures taken, then they will need to immediately get them taken. Below, you can find answers to the most 
frequently asked questions about yearbook photos. If you have any additional questions you can contact Ms. Woods at woods@fultonschools.org, or you can check out 
our Seniors FAQ page. 

WHO IS CADY STUDIOS?

We are your schools official senior photographer! We hold 
a Junior Meeting at every school before our studios open to 
meet with the rising seniors to talk about the Cady Studios 
senior portrait experience. Cady Studios must photograph 
each student in order to appear in the yearbook. 

SENIOR ANNOUNCEMENTS

WHAT IS A SESSION? 

“Session” simply refers to your photo shoot at Cady Studios. 
Each session is a scheduled appointment time to be photo-
graphed on your chosen scenes. All sessions include year-
book, cap and gown, and a casual scene. 

HOW MUCH ARE THE SESSION FEES?

Sessions start at $25, which includes your yearbook and cap 
and gown portraits, and one additional indoor scene of your 
choice.  Elite Sessions range in price and can include an all-
out private photography experience including twelve loca-
tions and hair and makeup styling. Then, of course, there 

HOW DO I BOOK MY SESSION? 

You can book your session online at http://session.cadystu-
dios.com/ or call our Customer Experience Team:
678.951.0102 | Local
800.547.6237 | Toll Free

WHEN SHOULD I BOOK MY SESSION?

Now! Most students take their senior portraits the summer 
between their junior and senior year, but book as soon as 
possible, because appointments fill up fast. You can sched-
ule your session online or call our Customer Experience 
Team at 800.547.6237.  

WHERE DO I GO TAKE MY PICTURES? 

You have 2 options:  Studio or at School  *both locations you 
MUST BOOK A SESSION TIME

We have two amazing studio locations . The addresses of 
our studios are:

ALPHARETTA, GA STUDIO
44 MILTON AVENUE, ALPHARETTA, GA 30009

ACWORTH, GA STUDIO
3979 S. MAIN STREET, ACWORTH, GA 30101

WHEN DO I GO TAKE MY PICTURES? 

School Date and Times 
September 17th – 3:00-8:00pm
September 18th – 3:00-8:00pm
MUST BOOK A SESSION TIME online at cadystudios.com or 
by calling 800.547.6237

WHAT’S THE DEADLINE FOR YEARBOOK?  

The last day to be photographed to select your yearbook 
photo is August 30th.  You must be photographed by Oc-
tober 8th to appear in your yearbook.  You will not be able 
to select your yearbook photo if photographed after August 
30th.  

HOW DOES CADY STUDIOS CONTACT THE CLASS OF 2016 

We email out booking reminders and send out all-inclusive 
informational pieces to students’ homes. 

DEADLINE FOR SENIOR PICTURES IS FAST APPROACHING

JUNIOR ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPTIONAL JUNIOR CLASS DUES ARE SET AT $100

WHAT DO DUES INCLUDE?

Dues include the following:
1 Prom Ticket
1 Jr. Class Spring Activity (Main Event)
Pride Package Includes: 
2 Class of 2017 t-shirts, backpack, water bottle

WHEN DO I PAY DUES?

All dues can be paid via www.mypaymentsplus.com
Between September 4 - December 4, 2015
**Payment is non-refundable
***Prom tickets are non-transferable

BY STAFF
ATLANTA - All juniors are encouraged to pay OPTIONAL junior dues, which are set at $100 and includes many perks. The deadline for dues is December 4, 2015. If 
you have any questions, please contact your junior class sponsor, Ms. Wilson at wilsontl@fultonschools.org.

7 Monday 
October 5, 2015


